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CHUONG 1

Hercule Poirot ngdi tredc ban an sang. Bén tay phai 6ng 1a tach chocolate
nghi ngiit khéi, 6ng vén hao ngot. An kém banh mi brioche. Loai banh mi
nay von ra't hop véi chocolate. Ong git gii ra chiéu wng y. DAy 1a ctra hang
thtr tw ma ong thir mua loai banh nay. M6t tiém Pan Mach nhung ban banh
ngon hon hin céi tiém ty xwng 1a banh Phdp gan d6. An banh hang Yy ctt
tha’y nhw bj Iwra.

Ong cam thdy rat hai long. Da day cta 6ng rit yén &n. TAm trf ciing
binh an, c¢6 khi con hoi qué an binh, 6ng da hoan thanh Magnum Opus, bai
phan tich vé cac nha van 1én chuyén dong ti€u thuyét trinh tham, ong da
ddm nhan xét kha gay git vé Edgar Allen Poe, phian nan vé sy thiéu ving
phurong phédp 14n quy ci trong nhirng trang viét ddy xdc cdm cta Wilkie
Collins; d6ng thoi ca nggi 1én tdn may xanh hai tac gia ngwoi My hdau nhw
chwra ai biét d&n; va bang nhiéu c4ch khac nhau t y vinh danh khi c¢4n thiét
va nghiém khic khwdc tir triee nhitng gi 6ng khong tha’y xing dang. Ong
da tha’y bai nay trén bdo, dd nhin qua k&t qua va, ngoai trir s& 16i sip chir
nhiéu t&i mitc dang kinh ngac, thi 6ng cho ring né kha hay. Ong thiy hai
long v&i thanh tich van hoc nay cling nhw da rat thich thi véi viée phai doc

mot lwgng 1on cac tac pham, thich thd ca nhieng ldc phai rit 1€n ghé tém ma



quang cudn sach nao d6 xuéng san nha (du sau d6 6ng ludén nhd dirng day,
nhat né 1én va vt gon gang vao thung dyng gid’y phé liéu), va hin nhién
ong thich dwoc git dau tan thwdng vao nhirng dip hi€m hoi khi viéc tan
dwong 1a hoan toan hop ly.

Va bay gio? Ong di c¢6 mot khoang nghi ngoi d& chiu, ri't ¢an thiét sau
nhirng gio’ lao dong tri 6¢c. Nhwng nguwoi ta khong th€ thw gian mai dwoc,
roi cling phai bét tay vao viéc ti€p theo. That khong may 12 6ng khong c6
ba't ky y twdng gi cho cdi viéc k& ti€p ay ca. Thém mdt vai thanh tyu van
chwong nita ching? Ong cho 12 khong. Ct¢ nén 1am mdt viée thit t5t va roi
sau d6 dwng dinh ddang d&n né ntra. B6 1a chAm ngdn ctia 6ng. Con thanh
thwc ma ndi thi, dng da thdy chan. Tat ca cac hoat dong tinh than cing
thaalng ma Ong da ap G va theo dudi da qua nhi€u. Ching da khién 6ng dinh
vao nhirng thdi quen xau, va lam 6ng khong th€ nao ngoi nghi... That la
phién nhidu! Ong 1§c dau va nhip 14y mot ngum chocolate.

Céanh ctra m¢& ra va nguoi day t& dwoc hudn luyén bai ban ctia dng,
George, budc vao. Anh td vé cung kinh va hoi ¢6 phan hoi 16i. Anh ho va
thap giong bdo, “Mot...” anh dung lai, “...mot c6 gdi tré dén xin gidp a.”

Poirot nhin anh ngac nhién va td vé khong may hai long.

“T6i khong ti€p khach vao gior nay kia ma,” dng trach.

“To1 bi€t, thwa ngai,” George nhiin nhdn.

Cha va to nhin nhau. Viéc trao d6i thong tin gitta ho doi khi day kho
khin. Bing ngit diéu hay 4m chi hodic mot cich chon tir nha't dinh, George
ngAm td cho dng biét rang dng c6 th€ moi thém thdng tin gi ddy tir ciu néu
dit ding ciu hoi. Poirot ngdm nghi xem trong treong hop ndy thi nén hoi
thé&" nao m&i khoi ding mach.

“C6 gdi tré ndy, cd &y dep phai khong?” Ong hdi mét cich than trong.



“Theo mét nhin clia tdi thi khong, thwra 6ng, nhung thi hi€u thi von
khong th€ giai thich dwoc.”

Poirot xem xét cdu tra 1o cta anh. Ong nhé lai 12 George ¢6 hoi ngép
ngng tred'c khi néi may tw “co gdi tré”. George 1la mot ngwoi tinh té€ trong
viéc quan sét. Anh c¢6 vé khong chic chin vé than phan ctia vi khich nhung
van manh dan dung cdi xung hiéu Y.

“Cau cho ring d6 12 mot quy cd tré tudi, chit khdng chi 13, gid du nhu,
mot nguoi tré tudi thoi?”

“T6i nghi vy, thua dng, mic di ngay nay d€ biét chic dwoc viéc nay
khong phai ldc ndo ciing dé dang.” George néi bang giong 4y ndy chan
thanh.

“C0 ay c6 noi 1y do vi sao mudn gdp to1 khong?”

“Co Ay c6 néi...” George phat am cdc tr modt cdch mién cwong, nhuw
mudn xin 16i tredc vé nhitng gi minh sip néi, “ring c6 mudn tham khio y
ki€n cia dng vé mdt vu gi€t ngwoi ¢6 &y ¢ the’ da gy ra.”

Hercule Poirot nhin sttng. D6i hang 16ng may ctia 6ng nhwdng 1én. “C6
the da gy ra? Co Ay khong biét chéc sao?”

“Po 1a nhirng gi ¢6 &y ndi, thwa ngai.”

“Chwa phai nhi€u, nhung c6 th€ s€ thi vi day,” Poirot ndi.

“Pay co th€... 1a mdt tro dua, thwra dng,” George néi véi vé ngo’ vuc.

“Bat cir diéu gi cling c6 th€ xay ra, téi cho la vdy,” Poirot thira nhén,
“nhueng may ai nghi...” O6ng nang tich 1én. “Hay cho c6 ta vao sau nam
phut nwra.”

“Vang, thwa ngai.” George rut lui.

Poirot udng xong ngum chocolate cudi cung, dng day cdc sang bén r'oi



ding day. Ong budc d&n 10 swdi va chinh lai hang ria mép mot cdch can
than qua td'm guwong dwoe dat phia bén trén. Cam tha’y hai long, 6ng trd lai
ghé& cia minh va cho doi sy xué't hién cta vi khach, 6ng khéng biét chinh
x4c ring minh mong tha’y diéu gi...

Ong di hy vong cd gdi niy c6 nét gi d6 gan véi tiéu chudn clia 6ng vé
st ha'p din clia n&t gidi. Cum sdo nglt “vé dep trong dau khd™” bat ra trong
suy nghi clia 6ng. D& roi 6ng that vong khi George tréd lai va dan theo vi
khéch; trong thAm tAm 6ng lic dau va thé dai. Khong ¢ vé dep nao ¢ - va
khong c6 nét dau kho' ro rét nao ca. Ling ting va bdi rdi thi phai hon.

“Cha!” Poirot ngao ngan. M2y c6 nay! Ho thdm chi khong bu6n c&
ging d& 1am minh trong dwoc mat hon sao? Trang di€ém dep, &n mic hap
dan, 1am t6c bdi tay tho tot, thi ¢6 th€ c¢d &y sé trong khong dén ndi.
Nhung nhin xem ¢6 &y bay gio'!

Vi khéch cia ong 1a mot cd gai cé 1€ khoang ngoai hai mwoi. Mdi téc rdi
dai nhin khong ra mau gi x5a trén vai. P6i mét to xanh dnh sic luc khong
bi€u 16 bat ky diéu gi. Cd dang khoac trén ngwoi thir quan do dwoc xem la
hop thoi voi nhitng ngeoi thude theé” hé cda c6. Giay dng da cao mau den,
bit tAt len mau tring in hoa tiét, khong 16 c6 sach hay khong, mot chiétc vdy
thi&u vai, va mot chiéc 4o chui dau dai bang len day trong ludm thuém. BAt
clr ai cung tudi tac va thé hé cta Poirot cling s€ chi ¢6 mot mong mudn. DB6
12 tha o gdi nay vao mot bon tim cang sém cang t6t. Ong thuong ¢6 phan
tng ki€u thé& khi di bd trén phd. C6 hang tram c6 géi trong gidéng y nhw
nhau. T4t ca déu trong ban ban. Tuy vy - nghe thi mau thuln - cd gai nay
lai trong nhw vira bi ddn nwdc va dworc 16i 1én khdi mot con song. Nhirng
cO géi nhw thé ndy, 6ng ngAm nghi, c6 1€ khong thyc sy ban thiu dau. Ho

chi 1a da mat ra't nhiéu cong strc khé nhoc d€ trong dwgrc nhw vay.



Ong dirng ddy mdt cach lich sw nhw moi khi, bit tay, kéo ra mot chiéc
gh¢’.

“C0 yéu cau gap toi, thra cd6? Xin moi ¢6 ng'di xuéng.”

“0,” ¢ géi noéi, bing mot giong nhw sip hét hoi. C6 nhin éng chim
cham.

“Vang thwa c6?” Poirot noi.

C6 ta do du. “T6i nghi ring toi... mudn ding hon.” Pdi mét 1én tiep tuc
nhin chim cham d4y nghi ngo.

“Vay xin tiy y ¢d.” Poirot ngdi xudng va nhin c6. Ong cho doi. Co gdi
bdn ch'on ré chan. C6 nhin xudng ching r'oi tré’ lai nhin Poirot.

“Ong... dng 12 Hercule Poirot ha?”

“Chinh th€". T6i ¢6 the gitp dwoe ¢ viée gi chang?”

“Q, viéc nay kh4 kho khin. Y t6i 1a...”

Poirot cam thiy ¢ gdi ¢ 18 cn mot chit hd tror. Ong d& 101 ¢6, “Anh
hAu cha téi néi véi toi ring ¢d6 mudn tham khao ¥ kién cia toi vi nghi rang
‘c6 th€ ¢6 da pham tdi giét ngwoi’. C6 ding khong?”

Co gai gat dau. “bung vay.”

“Chéc chén diéu d6 khong phai 12 mot van dé phai nghi ngai hay ludng
ly. C6 ty minh phai bi€t 1a minh ¢6 pham t6i gi€t ngwoi hay khong.”

“Vang, t6i khong biét 1am sao giai thich viéc nay. Y tdi 1a...”

“Pé&n day,” Poirot néi tir t&". “Ngdi xudng. Thu gidn cdc co’ bip da. Roi
noi thir toi nghe.”

“T6i khong nghi rang; 6i troi dat, toi khong biét phdi 1am the nao d€...
Ong tha'y ddy, viéc ndy that rat khé khin. Toi da... thoi téi di y roi. Toi

khong mudn bat lich sy nhung... thoi, toi nghi rang tdt hon hét 1a t6i nén



di.”

“Pén day nao. Can dam 1én.”

“Khong, tdi khong the. Khi tredre tdi nghi téi ¢6 the€ dén va... va hoi y
ong, xem t6i nén lam gi... nhung tdi khong the, 6ng thay ddy. Ta't ca déu
rat khac voi...”

“Khac voi gi?”

“Toi hét stre xin 161 va toi thye sy khong ¢6 y ba't nha nhung...”

Co phét ra mot ti€ng thé dai 1on, nhin Poirot, nhin lang di chd khéc, va
d6t nhién bat ra, “Ong qud gia roi. Khong ai néi cho toi biét 1a éng rat 16n
tudi. To6i thue sy khong mudn vo 18 nhung. .. ding 12 nhw the. Ong qud gia.
Téi thuc su ra't xin 16i.”

Co6 quay ngoat di va vung vé ra khdi phong, trdng nhw con budm dém
tuyét vong chip choang trwedc den.

Poirot hda h6c miéng, nghe tiéng ctra tred'c dong sép.

Ong thot 1én: “Troi da't oi hoi troi...”



CHUONG 2

Chuong dién thoai vang 1€n.

Hercule Poirot dwong nhw khong hé hay bié€t diéu nay.

Tié€ng reng chdi tai khong dirt.

George budc vao, di vé huong ti€ng chudng, va quay nhin Poirot do
héi.

Poirot khodt tay ra hiéu.

“Cwr d€ n6 reng,” 6ng noi.

George tuan theo, mdt IAn ni¥a roi khoi phong. Dién thoai van reo lién
h'6i. Am thanh chéi tai khé chju dglng dai khong ngdt. R6i dot nhién ngung
lai. Nhung sau mt hay hai phiit, n6 lai bat dau d& chudng I'an nira.

“O, Chia oi! La dan ba... chéc chin 1a dan ba ma.”

Ong thé dai, ding ddy tiéh dén chiéc may.

Ong nhic &ng nghe. “Ald”, 6ng néi.

“Ong c6... xin hoi ddy c6 phai 1a Ngai Poirot khong?”

“Vang, to1 day.”

“T6i 1a ba Oliver day... giong cia Ong that khac. Liuc dau to6i khong

nghe ra dworc.”



“Chao ba... tdi hy vong moi chuyén v&i ba van 6n ch?”

“0, t6i khong sao.” Giong ctia Ariadne Oliver vin vui vé nhw moi khi.
Tac gia truyén tham t& noi ti€ng va Hercule Poirot von ¢é quan hé than
mat.

“C6 1€ goi cho 6ng gio nay 1a hoi som, nhwng t6i mudn nho 6ng gidp
mot viéc.”

“Vang?”

“Btra tiéc hang nam cia Cau lac bd cac tac gia trinh thdm nam nay, toi
mudn hdi 12 lidu 6ng c6 th€ d&n tham dw va lam dién gid khach moi duoc
khong? Néu dwore thi that 1a tuyét.”

“Budi tiéc d6 dién ra khi nao vay?”

“Thang t&i... ngay hai mwoi ba.”

Tié€ng thd dai vang 1én trén dién thoai.

“Than 61! T61 qua gia roi.”

“Qud4 gia? Y ong 1a gi the kia? Ong thwe khong gia chidt nao.”

“Ba nghi la khong a?”

“T4t nhién 12 khong roi. Ong s& 1a mot dién gia tuyét voi. Ong 6 the k&
cho chung t61 nghe ra't nhi€u chuyén thu vi vé cac vu an thyc t€.”

“Va ai s€ mudn nghe ching chx?”

“Tat cd moi ngwoi. Ho... Ma Poirot, ¢6 chuyén gi khong vay? Co
chuyén gi d3 xay ra sao? Ong c¢6 vé nhw dang tha't vong.”

“Vang, toi thdy ra't kho chiu. Cam gidc... a, ma thoéi, khong cé gi dau.”

“N6i cho toi nghe di.”

“Tai sao toi phai lam "dm 1én ch?”



“Tai sao khong? Tot hon hét 1a 6ng nén dén day va k€ cho t6i nghe. Khi
nao thi 6ng c¢6 th€ ghé nha t6i? Chiéu nay nhé. P&n uéng tra v&i t6i.”

“To61 khong udng tra chiéu.”

“Vay thi 6ng c6 the' uéng ca phé.”

“T6i thwong khong dung ca phé vao lic day.”

“Chocolate? V&i kem teoi? Hodc tra thdo dwgce, 6ng von thich nha'm

nhdp cdc loai tra thdo dwgc ma. Hodc nwdc chanh. Hodc cam ép. Hodc toi
c6 th€’ ki€m ca phé tach cafein né€u 6ng mudn...”

“A, khong, toi néi thé thoi! N6 udng kinh 1§m.”

“Hay mdt trong nhirng loai xird ma ong ra't thich. To6i bi€t r'oi, téi c6 mdt
ntra chai Ribena trong td.”

“Ribena la g17”

“Nuwdre trai ciy vi phic bon ti.”

“Qua nhién la phai dau hang tredc ba da’y. Ba that qua nhiét tinh. Ba ban
long th&” lam t6i thady vo cung cam dong. T6i ra't han hanh dwgc d€n udng
chocolate v&i ba chiéu nay.”

“Totroi1. Varol, ong s€ noi cho to1 viee gi da khi€én 6ng kho chiu.”

Ba ta tit may.

Poirot ngdm nghi mét lic. R6i quay s&” dién thoai. Ong néi ngay sau
day: “Ong Goby 2a? Tdi Hercule Poirot day. Hién gio> dng c6 ban 1&m
khong?”

“Twong do1,” ti€ng ngai Goby. “That ra 1a kha ban. Nhung né€u ngai
dang vdi va toi ¢6 the gitp gi dwoc cho ngai, thua ngai Poirot, thi chic ddm
nguoi tré cta tdi van co th€ trong nom dwoc tAt thdy moi cong viéc lic ndy.

T4t nhién 12 biy gio- khong dé gi ki&m nguwoi duoc viec. Bon ching hay tw



ton qua. Nghi ring minh biét tAt cd moi thit trudc khi bit dau hoc. Nhung
day! Khong th€ tréng mong chiing cé 6c suy xét va phan dodn nhw nguoi
gia chung ta. To1 s€ rat vui long n€u giup dwore gi cho ngai, ngai Poirot. Co
th& tdi s& cho mot hoic hai dira gidi hon vao viéc. Chéc lai 1 cong viée nhw
moi khi... thu thap thong tin phai khong?”

Ong ta git dau va ling nghe trong khi Poirot k& chi tiét chinh x4c nhitng
gi mudn nho 6ng lam.

Sau khi néi chuyén xong v&i ngai Goby, Poirot goi S& Canh sat va ding
ldc dwoe chuyén mdy dén mot ngwoi ban. Sau khi Tan lwot nghe nhitng yéu
cau cua Poirot, 6ng kia tra loi: “Pau phai doi hdi gi qua nhiéu, ha? Vu giét
ngwoi nao d6, & noi nao d6. Thoi gian, dia di€m va nan nhan déu khong r4.
Nghe ¢6 vé vién vong va ngd ngan da’y, néu dng hai toi, thwa 6ng ban gia.”
Ong ta néi thém v&i vé khong hai long, “Thyc sy éng dwong nhw khong

biét ba't ctr thong tin gi!”

Chiéu hdém d6, vao khoang 4 gio’ 15, Poirot ng'6i trong phong vé cta ba
Oliver nha&m nhap thich thd tach chocolate 1o6n ddy kem twoi ma ba chii nha
da dat trén chi€c ban nhé canh 6ng. Con cé ca dia day banh quy lwdi meo.
“Qi ba that chu ddo qud.” Ong nhin qua cd'c, hoi ngac nhién véi kidu téc
cua ba Oliver va gid'y ddn twong mdi. Ca hai trong déu khac biét va la 1am.
L'an cudi cuing 6ng nhin thd’y ba Oliver, toc ba rat binh thwong va don gian.
Con gio ddy né lai cau ky phitc tap v&i nhitng lon xodn udn khip dau. Ong

ngo rang d6 day xa xi kia phan nhiéu 12 do téc gid. Nghi tham khong biét



bao nhiéu lon téc ¢ the ba't ngo’ roi xudng n€u ba Oliver bong nhién td ra
qua hao hirng theo théi quen. Con gid’y dan twong thi...

“Hinh anh dio ndy... 1a m&i phdi khong?” 6ng vy thia ding tra. Ong
cam giac nhw dang & trong viron anh dao.

“Ong c¢6 nghi 12 ching gdy cam gidc qud chen chiic birc bdi khong?” ba
Oliver néi. “That khé cé th€ biét tredc hiéu rng thé nao vdi gidy dan
twong, Ong thay loai tredre kia ¢6 dep hon khong?”

Poirot 100 mo h'6i twdng lai hinh twong triede kia ma trong tri nhd clia
Ong thi c6 rd't nhiéu loai chim nhiét d&i sang mau trong mot khu rieng, 6ng
dinh nhan xét “Trong chzatng thay doi gi may”, nhwng r'oi kiém ché’lai.

“Va bay gio,” ba Oliver ndi, sau khi vi khach dat tach 1én dia va yén vi
trén gh&’, thd dai man nguyén, lau v&€t kem con dinh lai trén ria mép,
“chuyén day la nhu thé nao?”

“T6i ¢6 the cho ba biét don gian thé nay. Sang nay ¢ mdt ¢6 gai dén
tim gip toi. T6i dd dé nghi co6 &y nén dit lich hen. T6i c6 nguyén tic riéng
ma, ba biét roi da’y. C6 &'y nhd nhén lai 12 mudn gip tdi ngay lap tic vi
nghi ring co ta c6 the da pham toi giét ngwoi.”

“That la ky la. Co6 ta khong bi€t sao?”

“Chinh xac! Téi cling chwa bao gio nghe thdy diéu nay, nén t6i bao
George cho ¢0 ta vao. Co ta ¢ ding d6! Co twe chdi ng'6i xudng. Chi ding
d6 nhin to6i chim chim. C6 &y trong c6 vé kho khao. T6i da cd géng dong
vién. R'6i dot nhién cd ta ndi la da thay doi suy nghi ciia minh. C6 ndi ¢o
khong mudn khi€m nha nhweng ma... (ba nghi la gi?)... nhung ma té1 da
qua gia...”

Ba Oliver voi va thét ra nhitng 101 nhe nhang an ai. “Oi troi dat, bon

con géi toan nhw th&. Ching c nghi rang ba't ctt ai trén ba muoi lam tudi



déu la d& s6ng dé& chét. Ching hoan toan vo tri vO giac, Ong phai bi€t diéu
do.”

“Viéc &y lam t6i ton thwong,” Hercule Poirot noi.

“Thoi, n&u toi 1 dng, tdi s& khong lo l1ing vé diéu dé. TA't nhién néi the
qua that 1a thd 16.”

“P6 khong phai 1a van dé. Va khong chi 1a cam giac cua t6i khong thoi.
Tbi tha'y bon chon. Thit ra thi toi ra't lo 1dng.”

“Oi, n&u toi 12 6ng thi toi s& quén hét,” ba Oliver khuyén nhe nhang.

“Ba khong hi€u dau. T6i ra't lo 1ing cho co ta. Co 'y d&n tim tdi d€ dwoc
giip do. Sau d6, co cho ring toi gia qud roi. Qud gia d€ gidp co AYy. Tat
nhién 1a c6 ta sai, khong can phai ndi r'oi, va sau d6 c6 ay bo di mat.
Nhung t6i chic rang c6 gdi d6 can duworc gidp do.”

“To61 khong nghi thé” dau,” ba Oliver diu dang néi. “Bon con géi ludon
mudn lam to chuyén.”

“Khong dau. Ba sai roi. Co &y can dwoc gidp do that.”

“Ong khong nghi ring cb ta thye sy da giét ngwdi chi?”

“Tai sao khong? Co &y n6i la c6 ma.”

“Ping th&, nhung ma...” Ba Oliver dung lai. “C6 &y ndi ¢ the da,” ba
néi cham rai. “Nhung th€ cé nghia la thé" nao nhi?

“Chinh xac. N6 hoan toan vo nghia.”

“C0 ta da giet hay nghi la minh da gi€t ai co'?”

Poirot nhun vai.

“Va tai sao cd Yy lai gi€t nguoi?”

Poirot lai nhun vai I'an nira.

“T4't nhién c6 th€ cé ra't nhiéu 1f do.” Ba Oliver bt d4u twoi tinh han 1én



mac strc cho tri twdng twong phong phud ciia minh bay bong. “Co &y ¢6 the€
da 14i xe cdn qua ai va khong dwng lai. Hay bi mot ngwoi dan 6ng tin cong
trén vach d4, vat 1on va cudi cung day anh ta xuéng. Hodc dwa nham thudc
cho nguwoi nao. Hay 1a tham gia vao cac budi tiéc thac loan va r'oi xay ra au
da. Bé&n khi tinh diy thi m&i bi€t 1a minh da dadm ai d6. Hay...”

“Pu roi, thwa ba, da roi!”

Nhuwng ba Oliver van khong ngung.

“Hay cd &y la y t4 va trong lic phiu thuit da ti&€n hanh gy mé sai
hoic...” ba ngtng lai, bdng nhién bdn khodn mudn biét rd chi tiét hon. “Co
ta trong nhw thé nao?”

Poirot ngdm nghi mot luc.

“Trong nhw nhan vat Ophelia nhwng ngoai hinh khong hap din bang.”

“Oi troi,” ba Oliver néi. “Tdi hau nhw ¢ the trong thay c6 &y khi ong
néi vay. That la ky la.”

“Co ta chaalng tai gidi gi,” Poirot ndi. “Tdi cho la vay. C6 &y khdng phai
la ngwoi c6 th€ dwong dau voi khé khian. Ciing khong the€ lwong trwdc
dwoc nhitng hi€ém nguy sip dén. Co Ay 1a loai ma ngudi ta s& néi rang
‘chung ta can mot nan nhan. C6 kia trong dueoc day’.”

Nhung ba Oliver khong con 1ang nghe nira. Ba dang dm chit dau téc day
bang hai tay, ¢t chi von ra't quen thudc v&i Poirot.

“Khoan da,” ba la 1én. “Cho day!”

Poirot nhwdng cao 16ng may, chor doi.

“Ong chwa cho t6i bi€t tén cua co ta,” ba Oliver noi.

“C0 &y chwa n6i. That 1a khong may, t6i dong ¥ v&i ba nhw vay.”

“Dgi da!” ba Oliver khan cau, vé day au lo. Ba n&i long tay va thot ra



ti€ng thd dai. Mai toc thoat khdi sy kim kep va budng loa xoa trén vai, mot
lon 1o bi tach ra hoan toan va roi xudng nén nha. Poirot nhit 1€n va kin
dao ddt n6 trén ban.

“R'6i bay gicr,” ba Oliver dot nhién khdi phuc lai binh tinh va néi. Ba
day mot hai cai kep toc vao, va gat dau trong lic nghi. “Ai ndi cho cd gai
nay bi€t vé ong, ong Poirot?”

“Theo nhw t6i bi€t thi khong ai cd. Pwong nhién, cd ta c6 nghe néi vé
toi, chic chén 1a vay.”

Ba Oliver nghi “dwong nhién” hoan toan khong phai la t hop canh. Ty
Poirot ludn nghi rdng moi ngudi chic hin déu biét dén ong. That ra s&
dong s& ngay ra khi c6 ai d6 nhic d&n cdi tén Hercule Poirot, diic biét 1a the’
hé tré. “Nhwng lam sao minh co thé noi cho ong ay biét dwoc day,” ba
Oliver nghi, “bdng cdch nao day dé 6ng 4y khong bi tén thiwrong?”

“T61 cho 1a dng sai roi1,” ba ndi. “Cac cd gai, a cac ¢ gai va chang trai
tré, chiing khong biét gi nhiéu vé cdc tham ti va nhitng thir nhw thé”. Ching
khong nghe n6i veé ho.”

“Moi ngwdi hin phai nghe néi vé Hercule Poirot,” Poirot néi véi giong
oai phong.

D6 1a mot tin diéu véi Hercule Poirot.

“Nhung bon tré ngay nay déu khong duwoc gido duc dé€n noi dé€n chon,”
ba Oliver néi. “Thyc sy, nhirng ngwoi duy nhat ma ching biét 1a cac ca si
nhac pop, hodc nhém nhac, hay DJ... dai loai nhw vdy. Néu can ai d6 dic
biét, nhw bac si hodc tham tir hay nha si... thi tdi cho la ching s& hoi ai
ddy... d€ bi€t can d&n gip ai? Va roi nguoi kia s€ ndi la... ‘Ban thadn mén,
ban nén dén gap nguwoi dan Ong tuyét voi song & phd Queen Anne di, va

chi can cudn chan ba vong quanh dau thoi thi ban s€ khoi bénh’, hay ‘Toan



bd s& kim cwong cla tdi di bj ddnh cip, va Henry s& ra't tirc gidn nén toi
khong thé bdo canh sat dwoe, nhwng cé ga tham t ki la nay, vo cling khon
ngoan va kin ti€ng, da ki€m dwoc ching tra lai toi va Henry khdng bao gio’
biét...” Moi chuyén thwong xay ra nhw thé. C6 ai d6 da gidi thiéu d6ng cho
cota.”

“T6i thay ra't nghi ngo.”

“Ong s& khong biét dau trir khi c6 ai d6 néi véi éng. Va dng sip duoc
nghe ngay bay gio diy. Toi vira swc nho ra. Chinh t6i da bao c6 &y dén
ki€m ong.”

Poirot nhin chim chim. “Ba w? Th¢& sao ba khong néi v&i tdi ngay 1ap
tirc?”

“Bé&i vi tdi vira nhé ra... lic dng nhic d&n Ophelia... mdi téc dai 4m
wot, va dang vé don diéu. Nghe gidng nhw miéu ta ai d6 ma tdi thye da
nhin thdy. Dao géan day. Va r'6i thi téi m&i nho ra d6 1a ai.”

“Coaylaa?”

“That sur t6i khong biét tén co ta, nhung tdi c6 the dé dang tim ra dworc.
Chung tdi ¢6 néi chuyén... vé& cdc tham t tw... va toi nhic d&n dng va vai
trong s& nhiéu diéu tuyét vori ma ong da lam.”

“Varoi ba cho c6 2y dia chi cta t6i?”

“Khong, ta't nhi€n 1a khong. To1 ciing khong bi€t la ¢6 ta mudn ki€m
tham t& hay gi ddy. T6i twdng la ching tdi chi tro chuyén thdi. Nhung toi
c6 nhic tén 6ng vai T4n, va tit nhién 1a ra't d& dang d€ tra tén Ong trong
danh ba va ctr th& ma tim dén.”

“Thé hai ngwoi ¢6 néi vEé vu giét ngwoi nao khong?”

“Theo tdi nhd thi khdng... Toi thdm chi khong bi€t lam thé nao ma



ching t6i lai n6i vé dé tai tham ti... trie khi, ding, ¢6 1€ cd &y da khoi mao
cha dé nay...”

“No6i cho tdi nghe di, k€ cho tdi tat ca gi ba co thé... ngay ca khi ba
khong biét tén cd 4y ciing van hdy k& cho tdi tAt ca nhitng gi ba biét vé cd

2

ta.
“A, chuyén 12 vao cudi tuan trede. Toi d&n nha Lorrimers. Ho khong
lién quan gi d&n viéc ndy nhung lic d6 ho ¢ dan toi dén choi nha mot vai
ngwdi ban. O d6 ¢6 vai ngudi... va oi thi khong hing thi cho 18m vi, 6ng
biét r'oi day, téi von khong thich udng rwou, nén bon ho phéi ki€m nwdc
ngot cho tdi va chic ho phdi tha'y th& 12 chdn 1dm. Va ro6i ho bit dau néi
cho tdi nghe... chic 6ng ciing biét... 12 ho thich sdch clia téi vd mong chor
dwoc gidp to6i nhw thé nao... va diéu nay khi€n t6i cam tha’y ra't birc b6i kho
chju va hoi ngé ngan. Nhung t6i van c¢d kiém ché& phin nao. Ho néi 1a ho
ra't thich nhan vat tham t& khing khi€p Sven Hjerson cda t6i. Gid ma ho
biét toi ghét hin d&n mirc ndo. Nhung nha xua't ban ludén din téi khong
dwoc ndi the. Du sao di nwra, toéi dodn la trén thyc t€ cudc tro chuyén vé
tham t& vegt qua nhirng diéu da’y, va roi toi ¢ néi mot chiit vé 6ng, va co
gdi kia thi ditng quanh 14ng nghe. Khi 6ng néi la ¢d 47y trong giong nhung
khong hap din bing va kém duyén hon Ophelia, moi thit bdng nhién 1o
rang va co lién quan. T6i chot nghi: ‘N6 gori minh nhé dén ai nhi?” Va roéi
t0i bong tinh ra: ‘Dwong nhién roi. La ¢d géi & bira tiéc hom no.” Toi phan
nao van nghi 1 ¢o ta da & d6 trr khi t0i nhAm 14n ¢d 4y véi ai d6 khdc.”
Poirot thé dai. Vi ba Oliver, ai cling ludn can ra't nhiéu kién nhén.
“Thé& nhirng ngwoi ma ba d&€n udng regru chung 1a ai?”
“Trefusis, t01 nghi viy, hay la Treherne. Tén nghe nhw the'... ong ay la

mot nha tai phiét. Giau c¢6. Gitr chirc gi dd’y trong thanh phd’, nhung danh



phdn nhi€u thoi gian & Nam Phi...”

“Ong &Yy c6 vor chwa?”

“R'6i. M6t ngwoi phu ni ra't dep. Tré hon 6ng ta rd't nhiéu. Mai téc day
vang 6ng. La vo thir hai. Co gdi 1a con clia ngwoi vor ddu. R6i con ¢6 mot
ong chu 1on tudi la thwong. Kha nang tai. Déc biét vo cung... tén dng dy di
kém mot ddy twdc hiéu lodng ngoang. Thuong twéng hay thong ché khong
quan hay gi ddy. T6i cho ring 6ng &y con 12 mot nha thién vin hoc. Du sao
thi 6ng ta cling c6 mot céi kinh thién van 1on trén néc nha. Hodc ¢é th€ chi
12 mot s& thich. O da’y con c6 mot cd gdi ngoai qudc, cr lang xidng bén
canh cham séc 6ng ta. Co &y con theo 6ng Ién London, va cham nom d¢
ong ta khong bi lam sao. Trong co ta kha xinh.”

Poirot sip x&p lai thdng tin ma ba Oliver cung cAp, cdm thdy minh
khong khac gi mot cai mdy tinh.

“Ong ba Trefusis séng & cin nha d6...”

“Khong phai 1a Trefusis... T6i nhé ra roi... La Restarick.”

“Hai cai tén 2y hoan toan khong lién quan.”

“Pung vay. Tén tudi nghe nhw dan x& Cornwall, phai khong?”

“Vay song & d6 c6 6ng ba Restarick va 6ng chd Ién tudi la thwong. Tén
ctia Ong ta cling 1a Restarick a?”

“Ngai Roderick gi day.”

“Con c¢6 cod giap viéc, hay gi da’y, va cd con gai... hg con cé thém con
cai gi khong?”

“T6i khong nghi vdy... nhung tdi thyc sy khong biét. A ma co con géi
cling khdong sdng & nha. C6 chi xudng tham vao dip cudi tuan. C6 vé

khong dwoc hoa thuin véi me k& 14m, toi cho 1a the. Co ta lam viec &



London, gia dinh khdong wng ngwoi ban trai ma cd &y cap ke, theo t6i hi€u
la vay.”

“Ba dwong nhw bi€t kha nhiéu vEé gia dinh nay.”

“A, thi toi nghe dwoc thoi. Ngudi nha Lorrimers néi nhiéu 1&m. Ho luén
trd chuyén vé ngwoi nay hay nguoi khac. Lic nao cling nghe dwoc rat
nhiéu tin d6n vé nhitng ngwrdi xung quanh. Tuy nhién, doi khi ho cling 1an
16n no kia. To6i c6 khi cling thé” chir khéc gi. Udc gi t6i c6 theé nhé tén cb ta.
Gi day lién quan d&n mdt bai hat... Thora? Hay noi voi toi, Thora. Thora
Thora. La th€&, hoac Myra? Myra, 6 Myra tinh yéu ciuia toi danh tron cho
em. Dai loai vay. Tdi mo’ thd'y minh séng trong phong bang da cim thach.
Norma? Hay y t61 1a Maritana? Norma... Norma Restarick. Pung roi, t61
chic chin la vdy.” Ba néi thém khong #n nhap vao dau, “C6 ta 1a cd gdi thir
ba.”

“T6i twdng ba ndi co &y 1a con mot.”

“Dung the'... it ra t61 cho 1a vay.”

“Thé& thi y ba c¢6 gdi thir ba la gi?”

“Troi da’y, ong khong biét 1a gi ? Ong khong doc t& The Times sao?”

“T6i doc cdc muc sinh nhét, cdo phd, va ddm cwdi. Va nhirng bai ma toi
quan tam tho61.”

“Khong, y toi 1a trang bia quing cdo. Chi 12 bay gio n6 khdng con nam &
mat tredc. Nén tdi dang nghi dén viéc s€ chuyén sang mot to' bdo khac.
Nhwng d€ toi chi 6ng.”

Ba di d&n ban bén 18y to’ The Times, m& ra roi mang dén cho ong. “Day
ndy... éng nhin di: ‘CO GAI THU BA cho cin ho ting hai tién nghi, c6

phong riéng, hé thong swdi trung tdm, dwong Earl’s Court. Céan tim ¢6 gai



thtr ba thué chung cin ho. 5gns./tuan. C6 phong riéng. Céan tim c6 gai thk
tw. Cong vién Regent. C6 phong riéng’. Céac c¢6 gdi thoi nay hay sdng thé’
nay. T6t hon & phong tro hodc nha nghi. C6 cht chinh thué can hd dwoc
trang bi cdc tién nghi, va roéi tim ngwoi & chung va chia tién nha. C6 gai
thit hai thwong 13 ban be. R'6i ho kiém cd gdi thit ba bing quang cdo néu ho
khong bi€t ai khac. Va nhw Ong thdy da’y, doi khi ho con cd ki€m thém
ngwoi thir tw d€n &. C6 déu tién thi dwgc phong tdt nha't, ngwoi thir hai tra
it titén hon, ngwoi thir ba trd it hon nira va s€ & chd khong khéc gi 16 meo.
Ho sé ty ban bac v&i nhau xem ngay nao trong tuan thi ai dwoc & riéng
trong can ho... hay dai loai th€". Loai hinh nay c¢6 vé van hanh kha t5t.”

“Va c6 géi c6 the' tén 1a Norma nay séng & dau & London?”

“T6i néi voi Ong r'oi 1a tdi that sy khdng biét gi vEé ¢6 ta.”

“Nhwng ba c6 the tim ra dwgc khong?”

0, vang, toi cho 1a viéc nay khd dé dang.”

“Ba c6 chic 1a lic dd’y khong ai néi chuyén hay dé cap gi d&nh mot cdi
chét ba't ngor chw?”

“Y 6ng la cdi chét & London... hay tai nha Restaricks?”

“Mot trong hai.”

“T6i khong nghi vay. D€ xem tdi ¢ theé nhé thém gi khong?”

P6i mét ctia ba Oliver 14 14nh ddy phan khich. Lic niy ba di nhap h'on
vao cau chuyén.

“Néu duoee thé thi t6t qua.”

“T6i s€ goi cho nha Lorrimers. That ra bay gio’ ¢6 1€ 1a thoi di€m t6t.”
Ba ta di vé phia dién thoai. “T6i phdi nghi ra 1y do hay viéc gi daYy... chic

c6 khi phai bia chuyén?”



Ba nhin vé phia Poirot nghi ngo.

“Nhwng phai that ty nhién. Biéu nay thi ba rd ma. Ba vdn ¢6 tri teong
trong phong phd... chic chin sé khong gip khé khin gi dau. Nhung...
dwng nén lam quad, ba biét da’y. Can c6 chirng myc.”

Ba Oliver lia v€ phia 6ng anh nhin thau hiéu.

Ba quay s& va hdi s& dién thoai ba ¢in. R'6i quay lai néi rfam ri: “Ong c6
but chi va gid’y viét... hodc cudn so tay... hay cai gi d6 de€ ghi tén hay dia
chi khong?”

Poirot da 14’y sin cudn s& d€ bén canh khuyu tay va gat dau trin an.

Ba Oliver quay vé phia dng nghe va bit dau trd chuyén. Poirot chim
chi 14ng nghe cudc hdi thoai tit phia bén nay dwdong day.

“Xin chao. Tdi c¢6 the néi chuyén véi... O, 1a Naomi a. Ariadne Oliver
day. O, vang... a, ddm nguoi Ay ciing khd 1a... O, y ba 1a éng gia kia 4?...
Khong, ba biét 1a tdi khong... Gan nhw mu sao a?... T6i twdng la Ong ta s€
1én London v&i ¢d gdi ngoai qudc nhd nhin kia... Vang, chic thinh thoing
ciing khién ho lo ldng 1&m... nhung trong co6 4y c6 vé chim séc dng kha
tot... Mot trong nhirng 1i do tdi goi dién cho ba la d€ hdi xem dia chi cua c6
ta la gi... Khong, y toi 1a cd gdi nha Restarick... dau d6 & South Ken a?
Hay 1a & Knightsbridge? A, t6i hira s& ting co ta sach va da ghi lai dia chi
roi, nhung ta't nhién la t6i lai lam ma't né nhw thwong 1€. Téi con khdng
nhd noi tén cd ta. La Thora hay Norma nhi?... Vang, t6i cling nghi la
Norma... Cho mdot 14t, d& t6i 18y viét... Vang, t6i sin sang roi... 67
Borodene Mansions... To61 bi€t... khu can ho trong nhw nha tt Wormwood
Scrubs... Vang, toi tin 1a n6 ¢6 10 swdi trung tAm va moi thir rd't thodi mai
va tién nghi... Thé hai c6 gai song cung c6 ay la ai?... Ban co ta a?... hay

cd a7y ki€m qua quang céo?... Claudia Reece-Holland... ba c6 &y la nghi s1



phai khong? Con ngwoi con lai 1a ai thé?... ff, to1 nghi 1a ba khong biét. ..
co Ay ciling kha dé thwong, tdi cho 1a thé... Th& céc co6 da’y lam gi? Trong
¢ vé toan 1a thw ki ding khong?... A, c6 kia 13 nha trang trf ndi that... ba
nghi th€"... hay lam gi li€n quan dén trién 1am nghé thuat... Khéng, Naomi,
tA't nhién 12 tdi khong that sy mudn biét... chi thic méc théi... cdc co gdi
tré bay gio 1am gi?... A, né 1a tw liéu hitu ich cho viéc viét lich caa toi. ..
toi chi mudn theo kip thoi dai... Ba ¢6 k€ cho t6i nghe vé ngwoi ban trai
nao d4Yy... Vang, nhung that bat Iyc phai khong? Y tdi 1a cac cd gai thich gi
lam nA’y thdi... ciu ta trong kinh khing 14m 42 La loai rAu ria nhin ban ban
a2 0, 1a loai d6... do gi-1€ théu kim tuyén, téc xoan dai mau hat dé... xda
trén vai... vang, that khé ma bi€t la trai hay géi phai khong?... Ping the
ching thinh thoang lai tréng nhv Vandykes néu dep trai... Ba néi gi?
Andrew Restarick ghét ciu &y a?... Vang, dan 6ng thwong vdy... Mary
Restarick?... A, toi cho 12 thwong hay c6 cdi va véi me k& Chic 1a ba ta
ra't vui va bi€t on khi ¢6 &y ki€m dwoc viéc & London. Y ba moi nguwoi
ban tdn la sao... Tai sao, ho khdng th€ tim ra van dé€ gi voi ba &y a?... Ai
n6i?... Vang, nhung ho gidu di¢m diéu gi?... O... mot co y ta?... N6i
chuyén v&i bao miu nha Jenners 4? Y ba 12 chong ba ta? A, toi hiéu r'oi. ..
Béc si khong th€ tim ra... Khong, nhwng ngwoi ta thweong vo tinh va thi€u
quan tdm. T6i dong y v&i ba. Nhitng chuyén nay thwong kha xa sw thit. ..
O, da day a?2... Nhung that 12 budn cwdi. Y ba 1a nguoi ta ndi... tén dng Ay
12 gi nhi... Andrew... Y ba la s& rat d2 mua may loai chat diét cd dai...
Vang, nhung tai sao lai th&?... Y t6i day khong phai 1a ngwdi vor cd ma 6ng
vOon ghét twr 14u r'oi... ba &y la v hai... va tré hon 6ng ta rat nhi€u va xinh
dep nira... Vang, toi cho ring d6 c6 th& 1a... nhung tai sao cd gai ngoai
quoc lai mudn thé?... Y ba 1a cd &y c6 the da phin nd vé nhing gi ba

Restarick néi v&i o ta... Co Ay trong khd nhd nhin va hap dan... Tdi cho



la Andrew c6 th€ da thich co ta... ta't nhién la khong c6 gi nghiém trong ca
dau... nhwng c6 the€ da khi€n Mary byc minh va ba &y da da kich c6 mot
cach kich liét va...”

Tt khée miét, ba Oliver nhan thirc dwoc Poirot dang nhodng nhodng ra
tin hiéu v&i minh.

“Cho chidt nhé, ba ban” ba Oliver néi vao dién thoai. “La 6ng tho lam
banh.” Poirot cdm tha’y bi si nhyc. “Gitr may nhé.”

Ba dit 6ng nghe xuéng, voi va bang ngang phong, va day Poirot Iui vao
g6c ban an sang.

“Vang,” ba héi nhw hut hoi.

“Thor 1am banh a!” Poirot néi v&i vé khinh miét. “T6i!”

“Piing th&, téi phai nhanh chéng nghi ra diéu gi. Ong bdo hiéu cho toi
viéc gi the? Ong c6 hiéu nhitng gi ba ta...”

Poirot ngit 1oi ba: “Ba s& s¢'m néi cho tdi. Tdi bidt vira dl roi. Gior toi
mudn 13, véi kha ning (rng bién than tdc clia minh, ba hay sip x&p mdt s&
1y do chinh ddng d€ t6i d&€n tham nha Restaricks... ngwoi ban cii cda ba,
dang sip d&én khu phd” day. Ba c¢6 thé néi...”

“P& d6 cho t6i. THi s& nghi ra dieu gi d6. Ong can ding tén gia ch?”

“Chéc chdn 12 khong. Tt nha't 1a hiy gitt moi thit that don gidn.”

Ba Oliver gat dau, va vdi va quay lai ti€p tuc cudc dién thoai dang do.

“Naomi? Téi khong th€ nho ching ta dang néi nhirng gi. Sao khi nao
cling c6 gi ddy gian doan ddng lic ching ta dang tan chuyén vui vé chi?
Biy gic t6i cling khong nhé ndi 12 lic ddu t6i goi cho ba d€ 1am gi... A,
ding r'6i... dia chi ciia cd Thora... Y t6i 1a Norma... va ba cho toi biét roi.

Nhwng ¢6 mot viéc nira toi mudn... A, tdi nhd ra roi. Ngwoi ban cii cua toi.



Mot 6ng ban nhd nhin va vo cing thd vi. Tht ra 1a & budi tiec hdm trude
t6i c6 nhic d&n dng AYy. Tén ong ta 1a Hercule Poirot, dng &y sip dén choi
va & kha gan nha Restaricks, va Oong ta cwc ky mong dwoc gap Ngai
Roderick, 6ng 2y bi€t rat nhiéu va vd cung ngwong md Ngai, va cic phat
hién tuyét vori ctia Ngai trong cudc chién... hay mot s& hoat dong khoa hoc
Ngai da lam...du sao thi 6ng ta rd't ao wdrc dwge ‘dién kién va bay td sy ton
kinh’, d6 1a theo cidch 6ng &y néi. Ba nghi viéc nay c6 dugrc khong? Ba sé
bdo cho ho biét tred'c chr? Vang, 6ng &y ¢6 1€ sé dén ba't ngor. Hay bao ho
bit ong ta k& cho nghe vai ciu chuyén gidn diép li ky... ong 4Yy... cdi gi
da’y? Al Mdy cit cd 2? Vang, tit nhién ba phai di roi. Tam biét.”

Ba gac dng nghe va ng6i lot thom vao chi€c ghé& banh. “Troi dat, that 1a
mét moi. Ong thiy th& c6 duwoc khong?”

“Khong t& 1m,” Poirot néi.

“T6i nghi 1a tdi nén quy moi thr vé dng cu kia. C6 thé thi 6ng madi ¢
th& biét dwoc nhiéu thir ma tdi cho rang dng mudn biét. Vi phu nit thi
thwong rat mo h'6 vé cac chi dé khoa hoc, nén 6ng c¢6 th€ nghi ra thir gi
day ro rang hon va nghe hop 1y lic 6ng dén. Nao, gio 6ng c6 mudn nghe
nhirng gi ba ta néi voi t6i khong?”

“Chic 1a tin don, theo tdi hi€u dwoe, vé tinh hinh stc khde ciia ba
Restarick?”

“Pung vdy. Duong nhuw ba ta mic phai ciin bénh bi ah gi ddy... giong
nhw dau da day... va cdc bac si rat dau dau voi né. Ho chuyén ba &y vao
bénh vién va moi thtr ¢ vé kha on, nhwng dwong nhw khong cé bat ky
nguyén do gi d¢€ giai thich dwoc viéc nay. Nhung khi ba vé nha, thi cac triéu
chirng &y lai boc phat... va cac bac si lai ra't ling ting khong hi€u dwoec. Va

roi nguoi ta bt dau ban tdn. Mot co y ta kha v0 trach nhiém da khoi mao



viéc nay va em gai cd ta néi cho ngwoi hang x6m biét, va nguwoi hang xém
kia khi di 1am lai n6i cho ngwoi khac nghe, va moi viéc méi ky cuc lam
sao. Sau d6 thi moi ngwdi cho rang dng chdng chic dang mudn dau doc ba
ta. Piéu ma ngwoi ta thweong hay ndi... nhwng trong treong hop nay thi
dwong nhw khong hop 1y 1dm. Va roi Naomi va toi thic mic vé co gitip
viéc, cb ta nhw la thw ky dong hanh cta 6ng 130... nén that sy khong c6 1y
do gi khi€n cd &%y phéi cho ba Restarick udng thudc diét cd.”

“Toi1 c6 nghe thdy ba dé€ xud't mdt vai 1y do.”

“Vang, thwong 1a c6 gi day hop 1y...”

“C6 mong mudn gi€t ngwei...” Poirot tram ngdm... “Nhung chwa thyc

hién dwoc.”



CHUONG 3

Ba Oliver chay xe vao san trong khu Borodene Mansions.

Di ¢6 sdu chiéc xe 1ap day bai dd. Trong lic ba Oliver dang lwong I,
mot chiéc 1ui ra va 14i di. Ba Oliver vdi va tdp gon gang vao chd trong.

Ba buoc xuéng, sap ctra va dirng nhin 1én troi. Pay 1a mot khu nha moi,
chi€m tron khong gian trwed’c diy bi min tan pha trong cudc chién. Toan b
nhw dwgc nha’c 1€n cling lic tor phd” Great West, ba Oliver nghi, va trudc
tién bi x6a dong chw khéc sic nhw dao cao, roi duge dit tai day thanh mot
khdi cdn ho. K&t cdu trong vo clung thiét thye va ding ky thuat, ngwoi xay
dwng né rd rang la chfmg ban tdm toi viéc trang tri cho tham my.

Lic nay 1a khoang thoi gian khé ban ron. Xe 6 td va ngwoi khong ngot
ra vao san khi ngay lam viéc ket thuc.

Ba Oliver lwdt nhin xudng co tay. Bay gio kém muoi. Ping ldc r'oi, ba
cho 1a vay. Pay la thoi di€m ma cdc ¢6 gdi cong s& dwoe cho la da vé nha,
d€ dam lai lop trang di€m, hodc thay vao chi€c quén bé sat trong quyén ril
ché&t ngudi hay 13 bat cit thi thoi trang ma cdc c6 dang mé dam, va lai ra
ngoai, hay & nha va gidt gili mé& quéan do 16t va bit ta't. Du sao thi lic nay
cling la thoi gian kha hop 1y d€ thie. Khu nha & phia déng va phia tiy gidong

hét nhau, v&i cra xoay 1on dat & trung tdm. Ba Oliver chon phia bén tay



trdi nhwng ngay lap tirc phat hién ra minh da sai. T4t ca nha bén nay dwoc
danh s& tee 100 dén 200. Ba lién di sang phia bén kia.

Nha s& 67 ndm trén tang 6. Ba Oliver nhan nit thang mdy. Cdnh ctra
trdbng nhw mot cai miéng dang ngdp mo ra voi ti€ng chan chat day de doa.
Ba Oliver nhanh chan bwdc vao dong ngap kia. Cac loai thang may hién dai
ludn khién ba khi€p so'.

RéAm! Céanh ctra dong lai. Thang mdy di 1én. N6 dwng lai gdn nhw ngay
1ap tirc (ldc nay ciling rat khing khiép!). Ba Oliver hap tdp buwdc ra nhw
mot chu tho s hai.

Ba nhin 1én twong va di doc theo 167 bén phdi. Ba dén tredc canh cira
d4nh s6” 67 & gitta bang kim loai. Chit s&' 7 r&i ra va roi tring chan khi ba
budc dén.

“No1 nay khong thich minh ro1,” ba Oliver ty n6i trong lic nhan mat dau
don, rén rén nhat né 1én va g:fm lai vao dinh méc noi cira.

Ba nhan chudéng. C6 1€ moi ngwoi da ra ngoai. Tuy nhién, canh ctra mé
ra gan nhw ngay 14p tiec. MOt ¢ gai cao va dep dirng & ctra. CO mic bod
com-lé sAim mau dwoc cit may khéo 1éo g6m mdt chiéc vdy ra't ngin vdi
40 so' mi lua trdng va di gidy da. Mdi téc den dwoc vudt nguwoc 1én, 16p
trang di€m dep ma kin ddo, va vi Iy do ndo @&y ba Oliver bong thd’y hoi ho't
hoang.

“0,” ba Oliver néi, tw dong vién minh phai néi gi nghe c6 1y. “Liéu co
Restarick ¢6 dang & nha khong thwa ¢6?”

“Khong, toi xin 151, c6 4y ra ngoai rdi. Ba ¢6 cin toi nhén lai gi khong?”

CNAYY
o

Ba Oliver lai néi ... trede khi tiép tuc. Ba vor dién, 18y ra mot géi
dwoc boc gid’y niu trong xoc xéch. “Toi hira tdng cd &y cudn sach,” ba giai

thich. “Mdt trong nhirng tac pham cta téi ma cd &y chwa dwoe doc. Toi hy



vong minh nhé ding tya cd Ay néi. Chic co ta s& khong vé ngay phai
khong?”

“T61 thye khong ro. To1 khong bi€t to1 nay co &y lam gi.”

“0. C6 1a c6 Reece-Holland phai khong?”

Co gdi to ra hoi ngac nhién. “Vang, chinh t6i day.”

“T61 da gap bo co,” ba Oliver ndi. Ba ti€p tuc, “Toi 1a ba Oliver. T61 viet
sach,” ba néi thém v&i vé din vit thuong tha'y mdi khi nhic dén viéc nay.

“Ba vao nha chx?”

Ba Oliver nhan loi, va theo Claudia Reece-Holland vao phong khach.
TAt ca c4c phong ctia khu ciin ho déu dwoc ddn twdng bang hoa tiét nhan
tao gia g0. Nguwoi thué nha c6 th€ trieng bay cadc birc tranh hién dai hodc
trang tri theo ba't ky phong cach nao ho thich. O day con 1ap sin cdc @' noi
tha't hién dai, td, gid sach, van van, ghé&” treong ky 1én va loai ban ¢6 thé€
kéo dai ra khi can. Chi nha c¢6 th€ thém d6 riéng vao. Dau &n cd nhan
trong can hd dwore hién thi qua birc tranh Harlequin dén trén twong, va birc
v€ hinh chu khi danh du trén nhanh 14 co & méang twong khac.

“T6i tin chic Norma sé rat vui khi nhin dwoc sach cfia ba, ba Oliver. Ba
c¢6 muon udng gi khong? Rwou Xéret? Hay la rwou gin?”

Co gai nay that sy ¢6 phong thdi cia mot ¢6 thw ky t6t. Ba Oliver tw
choi.

“Quang canh va tdm nhin & day that tuyét voi,” ba ndi, nhin ra ngoai
ctra s& vi nhap nhdy mét khi d4nh chiéu ta chi¢u thaalng vao.

“Vang. Nhung n&u thang may bi hdng thi khong vui 1dm.”

“T6i khong nght 1a cdi thang mdy day hdng dau. N6 giong nhuw 1a... 1a...

r0-bot vay.”



“N6 dwoc 14p dit dao gan diy thdi, nhuwng khong c6 nghia 1a t6t hon
dau,” Claudia néi. “N6 ¢an dwoe diéu chinh thweong xuyén va da thi.”

Mot ¢d gai khac buwde vao, vira di viea néi: “Claudia, cdu ¢é nhé la
t&...” Co6 ngung lai, nhin ba Oliver.

Claudia nhanh chéng gi&i thiéu: “Pay la Frances Cary... con day la ba

Oliver. Ba Ariadne Oliver.”

“O, that 1a thu vi,” Frances ndi.

Co &y la mot ¢d gdi cao yéu diéu, voi mai toéc den dai, khudn mat trang
diém tring chach trong nhw x4c chét, ddi may va 1ong mi hoi x&ch... dic
di€m nay cang noi bat do 1op mascara day. C6 méc quéan nhung bé sat voi
do len day. Twong phan hoan toan v&i mot Claudia trong nhanh nhen va
day nang lyc.

“T6i mang cudn sdch minh htra ting d&€n cho Norma Restarick,” ba
Oliver noi.

“O... that dang tiéc c6 &y van con & ngoai 6.”

“Co ta chwa quay lai a?”

Co chiit bat thinh. Ba Oliver thoang tha’y hai c6 gdi trao doi anh nhin.

“T6i twdng 1a ¢d Ay da tim dwoc viée & London,” ba Oliver néi, c& ging
tod ra ngay ngd khong biét gi.

“O, vang,” Claudia néi. “C6 Ay dang lam & cong ty chuyén trang tri ndi
tha't. Thinh thodng ¢6 &y dwoc cif dem miu xudng cic noi trong ngoai 0.”
C6 mim cuoi. “O day ching tdi song khd tich biét,” ¢6 giai thich. “Dén va
di Iic mudn... va thuong khdng budn nhén tin lai cho ngudi khdc. Nhung
toi s€ khong quén géi sach ctia ba khi ¢o ta quay lai.”

Khong gi mang dén hiéu qué dé dang hon 161 gidi thich don gian.



Ba Oliver dirng 1én. “Véang, cam on ¢6 ra't nhiéu.”

Claudia theo ba dén ctra. “T6i s€ ndi voi bo toi 1a toi da gdp ba,” cd ndi.
“Ong &y rat hAm mo truyén trinh thim.”

Poéng ctra xong, c6 quay lai phong khach. Frances dang dirng twa vao
ctra sO.

“Xin 18i,” ¢d néi. “T¢ c6 lam gi ngdc nghé&ch khong? Té chi néi 1a
Norma ra ngoai roi.”

Frances nhin vai. “T¢& biét sao dwgc. Ma Claudia a, ¢6 4y dang ¢ dau?
Tai sao hdm thir Hai r'6i khong vé? Co ta di dau co’ chir?”

“T& chiu khdng dodn dwoc.”

“Co ay khong & dwdi dd’y cung gia dinh a? Cudi tuan nao ¢ ta cling
xudng da'y ma.”

“Khong. Thye ra t& ¢6 goi dién d€ xem sao.”

“T¢o khong cho 1a ¢6 gi quan trong ca... Tuy nhién, cd &Yy... o, c6 gi d6
ky quac.”

“Thi cling nhv moi ngwoi the thoi.” Nhwng ciu nay nghe day hoai nghi.

“O, khong dau, c6 day,” Frances néi. “Poi khi c6 Ay khién t& rung
minh. C6 ta khong binh thwong, cdu biét ma.” Dot nhién c6 pha 1én cuoi.
“Norma v6n khong binh thwong! Cau biét ¢c6 &y khong binh thwong ma
Claudia, méc du ciu s€ khdng thwra nhan diéu dé. Té cho 1a ciu chi dang

trung thanh v&i 6ng chi cda cdu ma thoi.”



CHUONG 4

Hercule Poirot di doc con phd’ chinh ciia Long Basing. o Long Basing, con
dwong chinh ¢6 th€ coi la con dwong duy nhdt. Ngbi lang trai dai thay vi
tda rong. Trong lang ¢6 ngdi nha tho trong an twong véi thap cao va ciy
thiy ting gia ¢bi trong san. Co rd't nhiéu cira tiém bay ban cdc mit hang
phong phi. Hai tiém @6 ¢, mot gom chil y&u céc 10 sudi 1am bang gb
thong tran, tiém con lai thi chd't ddng cac ban d6 cii, rad't nhiéu d6 gom s
ma phan 16n dd sirt mé, mot vai th cil bang gd s6i bi mdi mot in mat, cic
ké kinh, may d6 bac Victoria, ta't ca ch'dong chéo 1én nhau do thi€u khong
gian... Cé hai tiém cafe trong rat ban thiu, mot ctra hang gid xach kha thua
vi, da phan san pham san xua' tai gia, gian hang rau qua ki€ém phong buu
dién, ti€m vai chuyén ban trang phuc nw, c6 quay giay dép cho tré em va
day 1on hang tap héa kim chi céc loai. Mt tiém van phong pham va quay
bao cb ban ca thudc 14 va keo. Con ¢c6 mot ctra hang len r6 rang la dglng cap
nhit & day. Hai nguoi phu nit téc trang gidn dj ban &6 dan céc loai. Con ¢
ra't nhiéu miu dan va may dwoc tdch thanh quay danh riéng cho nghé thuat
may va. Tiém tap héa dia phwong dao gan day da phat tri€n va ty xung la
“siéu thi” v&i hang dong gid sit va cdc loai ngil cdc déng gdi cling chi't lau
don, trong nhirng hop gid’y rec ro'. Mot hang nhd véi cira s6 be bé ¢6 dong

bi€n hi€éu dwore vi€t trau chudt va ti mi, treng bay 4o so’ mi, dwgrc dan nhan



la “mdt mdi nha't,” v&i vay hai quin va do chui ddu soc tim ghi “do 1&”.
Chiing nhw dwore ai d@y ba't can phoi ling lflng noi cira so.

Poirot quan sat ta't ca mot cach bang quan. Ngoai ra, d6i dién hai bén
dwong trong lang con ¢ vai ng6i nha v&i phong cach cii ky va lac héu, lac
dac vai can duy tri nguyén ven nét Georgia, nhung phong cach Victoria pho
bi€n hon, thdy 16 trén hang hién, ctra sO vom, hay nha kinh nhd. Mot hai
can nha dwoee tan trang hoan toan, c6 vé day tw hao. Vai khu nha cii do nat,
mot s& lam cho c6 vé gia hon tuodi thyc ciia ching mot vai tram nam, s6
khac trong hoan toan chan thwc, ba't ky tién nghi nao dugrc thém vao chéng
han nhw hé thong dng nwdc déu dwoc gidu gi€m ky lwong tred'c nhirng
anh nhin lanh dam.

Poirot khoan thai di doc ph& va xem xét tdt cd nhitng gi roi vao mat.
Né&u ba ban thi€u kién nhan Oliver di ciing v&i 6ng, chic chin ba Ay ngay
14p tirc s€ ging hai tai sao Ong lai 1ang phi thoi gian thé, trong khi can nha
ma dng can dén lai ndm qué ngdi lang mot phan tw dim. Poirot s& néi v&i
ba ta rang dng dang hap thu bau khi quyén dia phwong; rang nhitng diéu
the ndy doi khi lai quan trong. O cudi lang ¢6 mot sw chuyén déi kién tric
dot ngot. O mot bén, bi che khui't b&di con dwong, 1a diy nha hdi dong
thanh phd m&i dwoe xiy dyng, mdi cin déu c¢6 mdot dai xanh 14 ciy phia
trege va dugre ddnh dau sic s& bang cdc mau cira chinh khic nhau. Xa xa
phia bén kia la cac canh dong va bo ddu dung dwa trai dai, thinh thoang xen
ke rai rac vai ba cén ki€u “ngdi nha mo’ wdc” trong danh sach cfia cac nha
moi gidi ba't ddng san, v&i hang ciy va khu vwon riéng, va khong khi don
doc de dat. Xa hon phia tred'c mat, Poirot phat hién ra ngéi nha v&i tang
trén cung c6 ki€n tric cd hanh khéc la. R6 rang ¢6 gi da dwoc thém vao

cach day khong lau. Khéng con nghi ngo’ gi nira, ddy chinh la noi ma 6ng



mudn dén.

T&i trede canh cong ¢6 dinh bang tén Crosshedges, 6ng nhin tong quat
ngdi nha. Mdt can nha binh thwong cé 1€ ¢6 toe dau thé' ky. Khdong xau ciing
khong dep. “Tam thwong” ¢6 1€ 1a t chinh xdc d€ miéu ta n6. Khu vwon
trong 16i cudn va duyén dang hon ngdi nha, va rd rang ting dwgc cham
nom céah than, dii bay gio bi bd mic cho 16n x6n. Nhwng van con bii cd
xanh muot, rd't nhi€u lu6ng hoa, va nhitng bui cdy dwoc trong can than
thanh ti€u cdnh quan nhat dinh. T4t cd déu trong twom tat. Chic chén nha
phai thué ngw¢i 1am d€ chim séc khu vieon nay, Poirot ngdm nghi. Ciing c6
khi la do s& thich cd nhan, khi 6ng nhan thdy & géc gan ngdi nha, mot
ngwoi phy nv cdi ngeoi xudng khom hoa, nhw dang rang cac bui thwoc
duoc, 0ng nghi. Pau ba nhr ¢c6 mdt vong tron sdng mau vang tinh khiét.
Dang ngwoi cao, manh khanh nhwng vai ngang, 6ng day then ctra, di vao va
ti€n d&€n ngdi nha. Ngwoi phu nir quay déu lai va roi ding thflng minh, nhin
ong do hoi.

Ba van ditng, chd dng bit chuyén, vai cong diy bén ling lo’ trén tay trdi
ctia ba. Ong thiy ba &Yy c6 vé b1 1i.

“Vang?” ba cat ti€ng.

Poirot khoa trrong thdo mii xudng va cii dau chao. Mit ba ngirng lai
nhw thdi mién trén hang ria mép cua ong.

“Ba Restarick?”

“Vang. To6i...”

“Hy vong tdi khong qua’y ray ba, thwa ba.”

Moi ba ta thodng né nu cwdi nhe. “Khdng sao dau. Ong c6...”

“T6i da ty cho phép minh dén gap ba. Mot ngwoii ban ctia toi, ba Ariadne



Oliver...”

“O, ta't nhién. Toi biét ong 1a ai roi. Ngai Poirot.”

“Poirot,” 6ng hi€u chinh cach phat Am v&i trong tdim vao am ti€t cudi.
“Hercule Poirot, r't vui long dwoc gap ba. To1 dang di qua khu nay va danh
liéu dén gip d&€ nho ba v&i hy vong rang tdi c6 the dwgre phép bay td su

kinh trong cta minh v&i Ngai Roderick Horsefield.”
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“Vang. Naomi Lorrimer néi v&i ching toi 1a 6ng ¢6 the€ dén.

“T6i hy vong 1a khong cé gi bat tién chi?”

“O, hoan toan khong phién phirc gi dau. Ariadne Oliver cudi twan truedc
c6 dén day. Ba &y di cung nha Lorrimers. Sach ba &y vié€t vui that nhi?
Nhuwng c6 1€ 6ng khong nghi 1a truyén trinh tham thi budn cwoi. Chinh ban
than Oong la tham tr, c6 ding khong... mot tham ti that sy?”

“T6i chinh 12 hinh mAu thdm t& x4c thwc nhat,” Hercule Poirot noi.

Ong tha’y ba ta cd nén cudi. Ong quan séat ba k§ hon. Ba trong dep theo
cdch hoi gia tao va khong ty nhién. Mai téc vang dwgc vudt cirng dor. Ong
tr hdi khong biét ba ta von thidu ty tin, hay vao vai ngwdi phu nit Anh ddm
chim trong khu vwon ctia minh khong khéo 1dm. Ong hoi muén biét xuat
than xa hoi cua ba thé nao.

“Khu vron cuia ba that dep,” 6ng néi.

“Ong thich vuon twoe 22”

“Khong nhw ki€u thich cia ngwoi Anh. Cac vi ¢6 nang khi€u cham séc
vueon rat dic biét. Voi cdc vi, diéu nay ¢6 y nghia hon nhiéu so v&i ching

AL

toi.
“So nguwdi Phép, ¥ 6ng 1a vay phai khong? O, ding r'di. Ba Oliver c6 néi

ong tng tham gia Lyc lwgng Canh sat Bi phai khong?”



“Ping vay. Toi 1a chd ché nghiép vu gia doi cho canh sat Bi dd'y ma.”
Ong cudi lich sy, vAy tay roi tiép, “Nhitng khu vieon clia ngedi Anh, toi
that 1a ngeong mo. Chiing t6i con thua xa! Céc ching toc c6 géc ngdn ngw
Latin, ho rdt thich viron tao hinh, nhirng khu vueon trong lau dai, 1au dai
Versailles thu nhd, va td't nhién ho cling phat minh ra vwon rau. Ra't quan
trong, vuon rau niy. O Anh ciing ¢6 vwon rau, dwoe du nhap t Phép
nhung cdc vi khong yéu ching bang cdc vuon hoa. H¥? C6 ding thé
khong?”

“Véng, t6i cho 1a 6ng ndi ding,” Mary Restarick ddp. “Mai 6ng vao nha.
Ong d&n giip chd t6i ma.”

“Theo nhw ba néi, to6i d&€n d€ to 1ong ton kinh v&i Ngai Roderick, nhwng
cling l1a d€ bay to sy kinh trong d6i voi ba, thea ba. To6i lubn tdn trong cai
dep khi dworc dién ki€n n6.” Ong cui dau.

Ba boi 18 cudi nhe. “Ong khong cin phai danh cho toi qué nhiéu 1o
khen.”

Ba din dwong di thong qua cira sO trang men 1on dang mé va dng buwde
theo sau.

“T6i bi€t chu ba chiit it vao nam 1944.”

“T6i nghiép, 6ng &y gio kha 1én tuGi roi. Toi e 1a 6ng ta bi di€c ning
nwa.”

“T6i giip ong Ay 1au 1im r'di. C6 the 6ng dd quén tdi mat. Liic Ay su viéc
c6 lién quan dén hoat dong gian diép va phat tri€n khoa hoc ctia mot phat
minh ng. Phat minh &y c6 dwgc 1a nho sy khéo 1éo cia Ngai Roderick va
ching t6i that biét on 6ng ay. Tdi hy vong 13 6ng sin long gip tdi.”

“O, tdi chéc ring dng Ay s& rat thich thid,” ba Restarick néi. “Cudc sdng

hién gio’ ctia dng kha bu'6n té. T6i hay phai 1én London... ching tdi dang
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tim mua mot ngdi nha thich hop trén ddy.” Ba théd dai va néi: “Nguwoi 1om
tudi thinh thoang c6 th& rat chuwdng va hay gay khé dé.”

“T6i biét,” Poirot néi. “Téi cling thwong nhw vay.”

Ba cuoi. “A khong, ngai Poirot, thoi dwoc r'oi, dng khong nén gia vo 1a
minh gia dau.”

“Thinh thoang c6 ngudi néi the’ véi t6i,” Poirot ddp. Ong thé dai. “Céc
cO géi tré,” dng budn ba ndi thém.

“Ching that tan nhdn ma. Con géi ching tdi cling ki€u nhw thé,” ba thém
vao.

“A, ba c6 con gdi 42"

“Vang. Con gdi riéng cia chong t6i.”

“Chéc s& ra't thid vi néu toi dwoc gip co Ay,” Poirot lich sy néi.

“O, t6i e 12 con bé khong c6 & day. N6 dang & London. Lam viéc trén
day.”

“Céc c0 gai tré, ngay nay ai cling ¢6 viéc lam ca.”

“Ai cling c6 nghia vu phai lam viéc,” ba Restarick néi vu vo'. “Ngay cd
khi k&t hon, moi nguoi ludn thuyét phuc ching quay lai lam viéc hodc day
hoc.”

“Co ai thuy€t phuc ba quay lai lam gi chwa, thwa ba?”

“Khong. Téi Ion 1én & Nam Phi. Téi mdi cing chdng dé€n noi nay céch
day khong 14u... Moi chuyén van con... khd xa la v&i t6i.”

Ba lo ddng nhin quanh, 4nh nhin ma Poirot ddnh gi4 12 thi€u ving nhiét
tinh. Can phong trang bi day du theo ki€u tién dung nhwng khdng cé ca
tinh. Hai birc chan dung lon treo trén twong 1a ddu 4n cd nhan duy nhat.

Birc du tién 1a ciia mot phy nir m6éi mong trong chi€c ddm da hdi nhwng



xam. P61 dién ¢6 trén bic twong bén kia l1a hinh ngwoi dan 6ng khoang
ngoai ba muoi trong nhw bi don nén.

“Con gai ba, t6i doan la thdy cudc song & ngoai 6 qua budn té phai
khong?”

“Vang, con bé & London thi t6t hon. N6 khong thich & day.” Ba dot ngdt
ngwng lai, va roi nhirng 101 cudi khé nhoc tudt khdi miéng ba, “... va né
khong thich t61.”

“Khong thé’ nao,” Hercule Poirot, v&i phép lich sy ki€u Phap.

“Hoan toan c6 th& chit! O thi, t6i cho ring viéc ndy vin thuong xay ra.
That khé c6 c6 gai nao chiu chap nhan me k&'.”

“Con g4i ba thwong me rudt cta cd &y 14m a?”

“T6i nghi th&". C6 &Yy ra't khé chiéu. Toi cho rang hau hét cdc c¢d gdi déu
vay.”

Poirot thé dai va ndi, “Ngay nay bd me ki€m sodt con gai minh it hon.
Khong gidng nhw thoi nén nép xwa nira.”

“Qua thyc la khong.”

“Khong ai ddm néi th€’, thwa ba, nhwng phai thd that 1a t6i ra't 18y lam
ti€c khi ching t6 ra rat it sdng sudt trong viéc lya chon... néi thé nao
nhi?... ban trai?”

“V& viéc nay thi Norma khién bd con bé lo 1ing 1dm. Tuy nhién, tdi cho
ring phan nan ciing khong gidp ich dwoc gi. Ai ciling phdi cé trai nghiém
riéng th6i. Nhuwng t6i phai dwa 6ng l1én gdp chir Roddy day... phong riéng
chui &y & trén Tau.”

Ba dan 6ng ra khoi phong. Poirot ngodi nhin qua vai. Cin phong té nhat,

hoan toan khdng cé ca tinh... ngoai trir hai birc chan dung. Nhin ki€u cach



&n mic cta ngudi phu nit, Poirot cho ring bitc v& dwgre hoan thanh cich
day vai nim. N&u d6 1a ba ca clia Restarick, Poirot nghi rang dng chealng
thich gi ba aYy.

Ong néi, “Nhirng birc chan dung kia that dep, thwa ba”.

“Vang. Lansberger da v€ ching.”

D6 1a tén cia mot hoa si vé€ chan dung thoi thwong ra't noi ti€ng va cyc
ky cao gid cach diay hai mwoi nam. Phong cach ty nhién ti mi cia 6ng hién
da 18i thoi, va k& tir sau khi dng qua doi, ngwdi ta rat it nhic vé dng. Cic
ngwdi miu cta dng doi lic bi gidu cot nhw 1a “gid treo quan 4o0,” nhung
Poirot nghi rang ho hon thé nhiéu, 6ng nghi ngd c¢6 s nhao bang dwgc che
gidu can than phia sau vé ngoai muwot ma dwoc Lansberger the hién rat ty
nhién va khong mau me.

Mary Restarick néi ldc di 1én cau thang phia trede 6ng: “Chdng vira
dwoc 18y ra khoi kho... va chui rira sach sé va...” Ba dot ng6t nguwng...
ding strng lai, mét tay vin thanh ciu thang.

Phia trén, c6 bong ngwoi vira r€ géc cau thang va dang di xudng, trong
cOc léch ky la. Giong nhur ai d6 vao nha nay ma lai mac bd dam mau me
dong bong.

Kiéu ngwdi nay lai kha quen mét v&i Poirot, thweong gip trén dwong pho
London hoac tham chi trong nhirng bwra tiéc. Mot dai di€én cda thanh nién
ngay nay. Ciu mac mot chi€c ao khodc mau den, 4o gi-1€ nhung cau ky,
quan da bo sat, va nhirng lon téc day mau hat dé 1oa xoa trén co. Trong nhw
ngrdi nrde ngoai va kha dién trai, ¢6 1& cAn mdt vai phiit d& chic chén gidi
tinh cau la gi.

“David!” Mary Restarick néi gay gét. “Cau 1am cdi quéi gi & diy th&?”

Chang trai khong c6 vé gi la sing sot. “Khi€n ba giat minh a?” ciu hoi.



“Xin 10i vay.”

“Cau lam gi & day... trong nha nay? Cau... ciu xudng diy voi Norma
ar’

“Norma? Khong, tdi hy vong c6 the' tim thdy ¢6 &y & day.”

“Tim con bé & day... y cdu la gi? N6 dang & London ma.”

“O, nhung thwra ba thAn méh, cd &y khong c¢6 d6. D sao thi ciing khong
& s& 67 Borodene Mansions.”

“y cau la sao, con bé khong & d6 a?”

“Vang, do cudi tuan nay c6 &y khong quay lai, t6i twdng c6 ta & day.
To61 xudng xem c6 ay dang lam gi.”

“N6 quay lai h6i dm Chi nhit nhw thweong 1€.” Ba néi thém véi giong
gian dw, “Tai sao cdu khong baA'm chudng va cho ching t6i bi€t cidu dang &
day? Cau lam gi ma di loanh quanh trong nha th& nay?”

“Thyec sy, thua ba, dweong nhu ba dang nghi 12 ti sip nhén thir gi daYy.
Chéc chén viéc di vao nha gitra ban ngay 13 hoan toan tw nhién. Tai sao
khong?”

“Tai vi, chung t61 ra't truyén thong va khong thich diéu nay.”

“Oi troi dat, thwa ba.” David thd dai. “Ai ciing rdi rit om sdom cé 1én.
Puwoc 1roi, thwa ba, néu t6i khong dwoe chao don va cé vé nhu ba khong
bi€t con gdi chong ctia minh & dau, t6t hon hét 1a t6i nén di khdi day.
Trwdc khi di, téi ¢6 nén Tan lwot luc hét cdc tii cho ba xem khong?”

“Pung ¢6 16" bich th€’, David.”

“Vay thi tam biét.” Chang thanh nién di ngang qua ho, vy tay trong
khong khi r'éi ti€p tuc di xuéng va ra ngoai qua ctra tred'c dang mo.

“Mot ké khong ta ndi,” Mary Restarick néi, véi thai do thi odn git gao



khi€n Poirot gidt minh. “T6i khong th€ chiu dung dwoc cau ta. Khong the.
Tai sao nwd'c Anh bay gior toan nhirng ngwoii thé kia?”

“A, thra ba, ding nén bin khoin lo 18ng qué. D6 12 cAu hoi cia thoi the
ca. Lic nao cling c6 trao lwu. Ba it thd'y & ngoai 6 thdi, nhung & London ba
s€ thd'y nhan nhan.”

“That khung khi&p,” Mary néi. “Qud d& s¢'. Eo 13, ngoai lai.”

“Tuy nhién lai chaalng khac gi birc hoa Vandyke, ba c¢6 nghi thé khong?
N&u cdu ta mic 4o cO ren va dwoe dat trong khung vang, chdc ba sé khong
cho 1a cdu chang éo 1a hoac ky la.”

“D4m vao nha nhw th&. Andrew sé& rat tiec gian. Ong &y lo 1&ng khing
khi€p. C6 con gdi la ¢ phéi lo canh canh. Thdm chi Andrew con khong
hi€u nhiéu vé Norma, 6ng & nwde ngoai twr lic con bé con 1a mot dira tré.
D€ cho me nudi dweong hoan toan, va gio’ né hoan toan nhw mét cau d6” voi
ong. V&i toi cling thé. To6i khong khdi cdm tha’y rang né rat ky la. Ngay
nay khong ai kieém sodt dwgrc bon ching cd. Ching thich nhirng cdu chang
toi t& nhat. Con bé hoan toan say dim ciu David Baker kia. Khong ai lam
dwoe gi. Andrew da cdm ctra cdu ta, va 6ng tha'y da'y, cau ta dén day vara
vao cir nhw khong. Toi nghi 1a... t6t hon la t6i khdng nén néi cho Andrew
biet. Toi khong mudn 6ng &y qud lo 1ing. Tdi tin rang con bé giao du v&i
thé€ loai ndy & London, va khong chi mdi c4u ta. Cé ga thAm chi con t0i t&
hon nhiéu. Khong tim rtra, mit mili hoan toan khdng cao, riu ria moc
chaalng theo trat ti nao con 4o quién thi nhiay nhon.”

Poirot vui vé néi, “Troi dat, ba oi, khong nén khi€n minh lo 1§ng dau
kho th€. Cac hanh dong vo 1y cua tuoi tré s€ troi qua thoi.”

“Hy vong th¢, tdi chic chin 12 vdy. Norma rat khé tinh. Ddi khi tdi nghi

dau 6¢ con bé khong binh thwong. Ra't 1ap di. P6i khi ¢6 cam gidc nhw con



bé & trén may. Nhirng viéc khac thwong ma né khong thich...”

“Khong thich?”

“Con bé ghét t6i. Thyc sy rat ghét tdi. Toi khong hi€u tai sao lai can
thi€t nhw vay. Toi cho la con bé ra't thwong me, nhung du sao viéc bd no tai
hon ciling 1a hop 1y ma phai khong?”

“Ba nghi la c6 bé rat ghét ba a?”

“O, t6i biét ro 1a th&. Tdi c6 rat nhiéu bing chitng vé chuyén nay.
Khong th€ dién td dwoc 13 tdi dd nhe nhdm nhu thé ndo khi biét con bé
chuyén d&n London. T6i khong mudn khién moi viéc trd nén ric 16i...” Ba
dot ngodt nging lai. Nhw the day 12 T4n dAu tién ba nhan ra rang minh dang
néi chuyén v&i nguoi la.

Poirot ¢ kha nang tao sw tin cdy. Khi moi ngwoi néi chuyén voi 6ng, ho
hau nhw khong nhén ra ho dang trd chuyén v&i ai. Liic nay ba ta bdong cwoi
thanh ti€ng.

“T6i that tinh,” ba ndi, “tdi thie khong hi€u sao minh lai néi ta't ca viéc
nay véi ong. Toi cho rang gia dinh ndo ciing c6 nhitng ric r&i nhu vay. Toi
nghiép cic ba me k&, chiing t6i ludn c6 thoi ky khé khin. A, ching ta dén
no’i roi.”

Ba g6 nhe cua.

“Vao di, moi vao.”

Co ti€ng ai nd1 oang oang.

“C6 khach dén gap chu day, thwa chd,” Mary Restarick néi, ba bude vao
phong, Poirot theo sau.

Mot 6ng gia vai rong, mat vudng, ma dod, va trong cau kinh dang di di lai

lai. Ong ca nhéc tién vé phia ho. O ban phia sau lung 6ng, mot co gdi dang



ng'di sdp x&p lai cdc thu tir va gidy to. C6 cii dau, mdi téc den nhdnh va
bong muot.

“Chu Roddy, day 1a Ngai Hercule Poirot,” Mary Restarick noi.

Poirot duyén ddng vao cudc ludn. “A, Ngai Roderick, da 1au 18m rbi...
qua nhiéu nam k€ tw khi tdi ¢6 han hanh gidp ngai. Chiing ta phai quay tr¢
lai thoi di€m cua cudc chi€én gan diy. Ldn cudi cung téi nghi la &
Normandy. T6i nh¢ r6 lam sao, con ¢6 Pai ta Race, twdng Abercromby va
trung twong khong quan Ngai Edmund Collingsby. Ngay xwa chiing ta phai
ra nhtrng quy€t dinh quan trong lam sao! Va chiing ta gap kha nhiéu khé
khin trong vAn dé an ninh. A, gi® ndy khong can thiét phai phai gitt bi mat
nita. T6i vin nhé lic phédt gidec gd dic vu da hoat dong thanh cong qua
lau... ngai con nh¢o Pai iy Henderson chir.”

“A. Chinh bai dy Henderson. Lay Chua, cai ga chét tiét! Bi vach mat!”

“Ngai c¢6 th€ khéng nho tdi, Hercule Poirot.”

“Vang, ving, tdt nhién tdi nhé anh. A, suyt nita thi bi tém, thodt trong
gang ta’c ma. Anh la dai dién bén phia Phap, ding khong? C6 mot hai ngwoi
gi day, mot ngudi toi khong tai nao hop ndi... khong the nhé tén hin. A
thoi, ng'di xudng, ngdi xudng ddy. Khong cé gi bing dwoc tro chuyén vé
nhtrng ngay cii.”

“T6i da rat lo 1a ngai c¢6 th€ khong nhé t6i hay ddng nghiép cta toi,
Ngai Giraud.”

“Vang, vang, tAt nhién t6i nhé ca hai ngwdi roi. Oi, that 1a nhitng ngay
twol dep, huy hoang.”

Co gdi & ban ding ddy. C6 nha nhén di dé€n chiéc ghé” ddi dién Poirot.

“Ping r'6i, Sonia, ding r'6i,” Ngai Roderick néi. “D¢€ tdi gidi thi€u cau,”



ong noi, “voi ¢6 the ky quyén rii cda to6i day. Co &y gitp do t6i ra't nhiéu.
Cau biét daYy, sip x&p tat moi cdng viéc cha téi. Khong cé cd Yy thi toi
khong bi€t phai lam thé nao.”

Poirot cui chao lich sy. “R&t vui dwore gdp ¢6,” 6ng thi tham.

Co6 gai tham thi diéu gi d6 ddp lai. C6 kha nhd nhin v&i mdi téc den
ngian qud vai. Trong nhiit nhit. P6i mit mau xanh den thwong e 1& nhin
xudng, nhung ¢6 mim cwdi ngot ngao va bén 1én véi ong cha. Ong v8 nhe
vai c0.

“Khong bi€t t6i nén lam gi n€u khong c6 cd ay,” dng ndi. “Thuc tinh
day.”

“Ay dau c6,” cb gdi néi. “Chau thyc khong gidi giang gi. Ciing khong
danh mdy nhanh dugc.”

“C0 g0 thé& 1a nhanh ma, ¢6 bé. Co con la bd nh¢ cua tdi niva. La d6i mét
va doi tai va ra't nhiéu nhirng thr khac.”

Co6 lai mim cuwoi voi dng.

“Nguwoi ta hay nhe,” Poirot tham thi, “mo6t s6 cau chuyén tuyét voi
dwoc lan truyén. Toi khong biét li€u ho c6 phong dai moi thir hay khong.
Vi du nhw cai ngay ma ngai bi trom xe va...”

Ngai Roderick rat phan khich. “Ha, ha, ta't nhién. Vang, thyc ra thi toi
cho 1a ¢6 chiit cwong diéu. Nhwng nhin chung, cau chuyén la vdy. Vang,
ding th€’, that vui khi anh nh& viéc nay, sau ra't 1au roi. Nhwng gio t6i ¢6
th& k& cho ciu nghe mét chuyén con hay hon.” Ong bét dau k& cau chuyén
khéc.

Poirot 14ng nghe va vo tay tdn thudng. Cudi cung 6ng liéc nhin dong h'd

va ding diy. “Nhung t6i khong ddm phién ngai lau thém nitra,” 6ng noi.



“To1 biet 1a Ngai da tham gia vao ra't nhi€u cong vi€c quan trong. Khi dé€n
khu nay thi t6i khong th€ nao khong dén tham va bay td sy ton kinh cua
minh. Nhiéu ndm da troi qua, nhwng t6i tha’y 1a Ngai van khong hé mat di
strc sOng, va biét cach hwdng thu cudc song.”

“Puoc roi, dwge roi, cau co th€ néi nhw vay. Nhwng du sao thi ciu
khong nén khen ngoi toi qud... nhung chic chin ciu phai & lai udng tra.
Mary s& mang tra cho cdu.” Ong nhin quanh, “O, c6 Ay di r6i. Mot co gdi
tot.”

“Vang, ding th€’, va ra't dep. Té6i mong c6 dy da la ngudn an Gi ngai
trong nhi€éu nam qua.”

“O! Chiing chi mé&i k&t hén gan day thdi. N6 1 vo thi hai ctia chéu trai
t0i. NGi thdng véi cau 12 tdi chwa bao gid quan tam nhiéu d&n dra chdu
nay, Andrew... khong phai 12 mot k& chin chin. Liic nao ciing khong yén.
Tdi thich anh trai Simon ctia né hon. T6i ciing khong biét nhiéu vé né 14m.
V€ phan Andrew, né cw x& rat té v&i ngwoi vor dau. Bd rovi con bé. D€ con
bé mdt minh bor vor. Bd di véi mot ¢6 4 xa'u xa khét ti€ng, thé” ma no lai say
ddm khong dirt ra ndi. K&t cuc thi moi thit d5 b€ trong mot hai nim: qud
ngd ngan. Con bé ma nd vua cudi ¢6 vé on. Theo toi bi€t thi né khong c6
gi x4u. Bay gio Simon ciing ditng din hon... dii vin con dan don 1dm. To6i
khong the néi 1a toi thich viéc em gdi minh dwoe ga vao gia dinh nay. Nha
lam an, ciu bi€t ddy. Tat nhién la giau c6, nhwng tién khong phai la ta't ca
moi thir... gia dinh ching t6i thwong cwdi ga véi cac gia dinh ¢é phuc vu
trong quan doi. T6i chwa bao gio’ gdp nhiéu bén nha Restarick.”

“T6i nho 1a ho ¢ mét cd con gai. Ban t6i tuan triedc ¢6 gip con bé.”

“0, 1a Norma. Con bé ngé ngan. Quén 4o trong khing khié¢p va hen ho

v&i mot tay trong phdt khiép. A thi bon ching ngiy nay déu nhw vy ma.



Nhitng gi tré téc dai, 1ap di, cudng Beatles, ngudi ta goi ching bang rat
nhiéu céi tén. T6i khong th€ theo kip v&i ching dwgee. Cr nhw chiing néi
th ngdn ng khdc. Hon nira, ching ai quan tim dén nhirng 15i chi trich
clia mot 6ng gia. Vay day. Ngay ca Mary... t6i luén nghi né ra't tot va bi€t
diéu, nhung nhw tdi bi€t thi vé nhi€u mat cling hét strc kich dong... chu
y&€u la veé sirc khde. Nhang xi phién phirc ca 1én vé viéc dé€n bénh vién d¢
theo ddi hay gi day. Udng mdt ly gi nhé? Whisky? Khong 2? Anh c¢6 chic
la s€ khong nén lai u6ng chut tra dwoc sao?”

“Cam on ngai, nhuwng tdi dang & voi ban.”

“Thoi dwore roi, phai néi la tdi ra't vui khi dwoe néi chuyén voi anh.
That tuyét voi khi ¢ th€ nhé lai nhirng viéc da xdy ra trong qua khir. Sonia
yéu quy, c6 1€ ¢ s& dan Ngai... Xin 161, tén anh 1a gi, toi lai trét quén... a,
diing r'oi, Poirot. Dan 0ng 4y xudng chd Mary c¢6 dwoc khong?”

“Khong, khong sao,” Hercule Poirot voi va gat di. “T61 khong mudn lam
phi€n ba &y ntra. T6i kha on roi. Khong sao dau. T6i hoan toan c6 thé ty
tim dwong. Mot Ian nira, that rat han hanh khi dwoc gap Ngai.”

Ong r&i khoi phong.

“Hoan toan khong c6 chut khai ni€ém nao vé ga kia,” Ngai Roderick noéi
sau khi Poirot di khoi.

“Ong khong biét dng &y 12 ai 4?” Sonia hdi, nhin ong giat minh.

“T6i hién khong nhé noi mdt niva s6” nguoi d€n gap va ndi chuyén vaoi
minh. TAt nhién, tdi phai c& gia vor nhw khong c6 gi. Ngwoi ta phai hoc
cach thoat khéi tinh canh tr& tréu kia, ¢6 bi€t ma. Ciing gidng nhw & cac
buoi tiéc. Ga nao d6 dén va noéi: ‘Co 1€ dng khong nh t6i. Lan cudi toi gap
ong 12 vao nim 1939°. T6i phai néi rang: “TAt nhién 12 t6i nhé chit’, nhung

thyc ra thi t61 khong. B6 1a mot ba't 1o khi gan nhe mu va di€c. Chung ta



da k&t than v&i rd't nhiéu nguoi Phap vao doan cudi cia cudc chién. Khong
nh& mot nira trong s& ho. O, anh ta thi cling dwoc. Anh ta bi€t toi va tdi
biét rat nhiéu ngwdi anh Ay nhic d&n. CAu chuyén vé toi va chiéc xe bi
d4nh cép, nghe cling dd that réi. C6 chiit phéng dai, tAt nhién r'éi, vao thoi
di€m d6 thi né 1a mot cau chuyén kha hap din. A ding, t6i khong nghi anh
ta nhin ra la t6i khong nho anh ta dau. Mot ga thdong minh, téi phai thwa
nhén the&’, nhung ddc Phap, c6 ding khong? Co6 biet da’y, néi nang uén €o va
nhiin nhay va cti d4u va cao ru nhin béng. Thdi dwoc roi, chiing ta dang
lam gi nhi?”

Sonia nhit mot birc thw 1€n va dwa cho 6ng. Co ngdp ngung chia ra mot
cap kinh ma 6ng ngay 1ap tic tw chdi.

“T6i khong mudn cdi thiv chét tiét 4y... Tdi nhin dwge.” Ong nheo mét
va nhin xudng 14 thw dang cam. Sau d6, 6ng dau hang va day né tré lai vao
tay c0. “Thoi, c6 1€ c6 doc cho t61 nghe thi t6t hon.”

Co bit dau doc v&i giong nhe nhang rd rang.



CHUONG 5

Hercule Poirot dirng mét lic & d4u cau thang. Nghiéng dau sang bén nghe
ngéng, ong khong nghe thay gi tir tang duwdi. Ong budc dén cira s& va nhin
ra ngoai. Mary Restarick dang & dwdi hién, ti€p tuc cdng viéc lam vuon.
Poirot gat dau hai 1ong. Ong nhe nhang di doc hanh lang. Lan lwot mé ting
canh ctta mot. Phong tdm, t quan 4o, phong ddi hai giwong d€ trong,
phong don dang c6 nguoi &, phong ntr c¢é giwong doi (la cia Mary
Restarick a?) Canh cwra ti€p theo ctia can phong st canh, theo nhw 6ng
dodn, 1a phong cia Andrew Restarick. Ong quay sang phia bén kia ciu
thang. Canh ctta d4u tién din vao mot phong don. Theo 6ng ddnh gid thi
can phong nay hién d€ trong, nhwng cé th€ ¢c6 ngwoi & vao cudi tuan. Trén
ban trang di€m lai c6 ban chai co nha vé sinh. Ong cah than ling nghe, r'oi
nhén chan budc vao. M& td quéan 4o ra. Ping vy, ¢6 vai bd quéan do dang
treo. Trang phuc trong dan da. C6 ban vi€t nhung trén da’y khong c6 gi.
Ong nhe nhang mé& ngin kéo ban lam viéc. C6 vai thi 14t vit, mot hai 14
thw, nhwng toan nhitng birc thw cii khdng quan trong, 6ng dong ngan kéo
ban lai. Bud'c xudng ciu thang, va di ra khoi nha, néi 1oi tam biét ba cha
nha. Ong ttr chdi 11 moi ding tra cia ba. Ong cho biét 14 6ng di hira s&

quay vé nén phai bit chuyé&n tau d&n thj trdn khong 1au sau day.



“Ong khong ¢an taxi 42 Ching tdi ¢6 th€ goi cho éng, hay 1a t6i ¢ the
lai xe dwa 6ng di.”

“Khong, khong can dau, ba tot quad.”

Poirot di b6 trd vé lang va r€ xuéng con dwong canh nha tho. Pi qua cay
cau nhd bic ngang dong sudi. Chfmg may choc ong dén noi c6 chi€c xe
1om véi tai x& dang kin ddo cho dudi gd'c ciy s6i. Tai x&€ mo ctra xe, Poirot
buwdc vao, ngdi xuéng va thao doi giay da bong loang, th6t ra ti€ng the
phao nhe nhom.

“Bay gio chiing ta quay lai London thoi,” dng ndi.

Nguwoi tai x& dong cira va quay vé ghé’ ldi, chi€c xe ram ri nho nhd va
lang 1€ lwdt di. Canh twgng mot cdu thanh nién tré ding bén € dwong miét
mai xin di nho’ xe ching ¢ gi bat thwdng. Poirot huéng dnh mét the o vé
anh ban ndy, trong con tré, 40 quan ryc r& sic mau va mai téc dai ky quic.
C6 rat nhiéu ngwdi nhuw thé nhung trong khodnh khéc di ngang ciu ta,
Poirot dot nhién ngdi thing day va néi v&i ngudi l4i xe: “Lam on dung lai
di. Vang, va né€u céu c6 th€ cho xe di nguoc lai chit... C6 ngwoi dang xin
di nho.”

Nguwoi tai x&€ ngodi nhin ddy hoai nghi. R6 rang khong nghi 6ng chi néi
cau nay. Tuy nhié€n, Poirot da nhe git dau xac nhan, nén ciu chi bié€t vang
lovi.

Chang trai tré tén David ti€n dén ctra xe. “T6i ¢ twdng Ong s€ khong

dwng lai,” ciu vui vé néi. “Thét hét stirc cdm on 6ng.”



Cau budc vao, thio chiéc ba-16 nho trén vai ra va d€ xuéng san, vudt lai
mdi téc mau nau dong, “Ong nhan ra tdi ,” ciu néi.

“C6 18 do cAu mic d6 ra't dé nhan ra.”

“0, 6ng nghi vay a? Ciing khong hin dau. Toi cling chi gidng nhung
ngwoi anh em khac théi.”

“Trwong phai Vandyke. R4t ki€u cach.”

“O, Tdi chwra bao gic nghi the. Puing, c6 the 6ng c6 sang ¥ gi khac.”

“Clu nén doi mi ky si,” Poirot ndi, “va mang do cO ren, néu toi dwoc
phép tw van cho ciu.”

“O, 16 khong nghi 1a toi s€ lam qua dén thé.” Chang thanh nién cuoi.
“Ba Restarick that khong thich nhin th&y t6i. That tinh thi t61 cing khong
thich gi ba 47y. Ciing khdng quan tdm nhiéu 1dm d&n nha Restarick. C6 gi
d6 khong hap din mdt cich khdc thwong veé gia dinh clia cdc 6ng trim
thanh dat, 6ng c6 nghi thé khong?”

“Ciing phu thudc vao quan di€m ca. Theo t6i hi€u thi cau dang d€'y cd
con gdi nha ay.”

“Ong n6i vin hoa qud,” David ddp. “Déy ¢6 con gdi. Thoi thi cho ring
ndi thé ciing dworc. Nhung ma o6ng bi€t ma, chuyén gi ciing xua't phat tw hai
phia. Co ta cling d€ y dén t6i ntra.”

“Co 8y gior dang & dau?”

David quay ngoat sang. “Va tai sao 6ng lai hdi th&?”

“T6i mudn gip c6 &y.” Ong nhiin vai.

“T6i khong nghi ¢ &y thude gu cua 6ng hon 1a t6i, 6ng bi€t dd’y. Norma
dang & London.”

“Nhung ciu néi voi me k&' co ta la...”



“A. Chiing t6i khong k€ ta't ca moi viéc cho me k&.”

“Thé& cd ta dang & dau & London?”

“Co &y lam viéc trong mdt ctra hiéu trang tri ndi tha't trén dwong King
nam dau d6 & Chelsea. That gio toi khdng nhé ra tén ctra hang di’y. Hinh
nhw 1a Susan Phelps.”

“Nhwng t6i doan Ia co6 ta khong sdng ¢ da’y. Cau co6 dia chi cta co Ay
ch?”

“O, vang, mot khu cin ho tuyét voi. Toi that sy khong hi€u 6ng quan
tam chuyén nay lam gi.”

“MOdi nguoi déu c6 ra't nhiéu sé thich.”

“Y 6ng la gi?”

“Céi ly do da dwa cdu dén ngdi nha dy... (t€n nd la gi nhi?...
Crosshedges) hom nay. Khi€n cau bi mat di vao nha va 1é€n Tau.”

“Toi thira nhan 12 t6i vao theo 161 ctra sau.”

“Cau tim ki€m cai gi trén Tau?”

“Po6 1a chuyén cta toi. Té6i khdng mudn td ra ba't lich sy... nhung khdng
phai Ia 6ng qua to mo sao?”

“Vang, toi dang ra't to mo. T6i mudn bi€t chinh xac cd gai tré kia dang &
dau.”

“T6i hi€u r6i. Quy dng Andrew va quy ba Mary... quy tha ma bét bon
ho di... thué dng, c6 phai khong? Ho dang mudn tim c6 ay?”

“Van chua,” Poirot néi. “To6i khong nghi 1a ho biét c6 4y dang bi mat
tich.”

“C6 ai do da thué ong.”

“Céu man cam qud dd’y,” Poirot n6i. Ong dya nguwoi ra sau.



“T6i ty hdi rang 6ng dang 1am gi,” David néi. “Th& nén m&i vay ong lai.
Khong chirng 6ng s€ dung va cho t6i biét chdt tin tiec. C6 &y la cda toi. T6i
cho la 6ng bi€t diéu dady, phai khong?”

“T61 hieu rﬁng cau cho la vay,” Poirot than trong néi. “N&u th&’, cau phai
biét c¢d Ay dang & d4u. Khong phai vy sao, ciu... toi xin 16i, t0i khong
nghi minh bié€t tén ho day dd cha ciu, ngoai trir cdi tén David.”

“Baker.”

“Cau Baker, ¢6 1€ cdu da cai nhau v&i co 8y.”

“Khong, chung to1 chaalng tranh cai gi ca. Tai sao 6ng lai nghi vay?”

“Cd Norma Restarick rori Crosshedges vao t&i Chd nhit, hay sang thi
Hai nhi?”

“Ciing ty. C6 th€ bét chuyén xe buyt sém. Pén London khodng sau
mudi gior sdng. Co Ay ¢6 th€ d&n chd 1am mudn mot chit, nhwng khong tré
1&m. Thwong thi co Ay quay lai vao t6i Chli nhat.”

“Co ta roi khoi nhd vao 01 Chd nhit nhwng vAn chwa dén dwoc
Borodene Mansions.”

“R0 rang 1a chwa. Claudia n6i the".”

“Cai cd Reece-Holland nay... dd'y la tén ¢ ta ¢6 phai khong?... C6 &Yy
c6 ngac nhién hay lo ldng gi khong?”

“Oi Chua t6i, khong, tai sao cb ta phai the. May cb thué chung phong
nay khong phai ldc nao ho cling biét nhirng ngwoi kia dang lam gi.”

“Nhung cau cho 1a c6 ta vé day a?”

“C0 Ay ciing khong quay lai chd 1am. Toi biét 1a ho ngdn ngdm v&i ¢ ta
1&m r6i.”

“Cau c6 lo 14ng khong ciu Baker?”



“Khong. BPwong nhién... y t61 1a, bi€t thé¢” quii nao dwoc. Toi khong
tha'y c6 ba't ki 1i do gi d& phdi lo ling c4, chi 12 vAn dé thoi gian thdi. Hom
nay la thir ma’y r'6i nhi... tht Nam phai khong?”

“C0 2y khong cdi nhau v&i ciu a?”

“Khong. Chung toi khong gay g0 gi ca.”

“Nhwng ma céu lo cho c0 ta, phai khong cau Baker?”

“Viéc da’y thi lién quan gi d€n 6ng?”

“Ping 1a khong li€n quan dén t6i, nhung theo tdi hi€u thi hinh nhw &
nha c6 chiit ric r6i. C6 4y khong thich me k&

“Ciing kh4 diing. Ba ta 12 mdt con quy cdi. V6 cling lanh lung sit dd. Ba
2y cung khong thich Norma dau.”

“Ba ta dang bi 8m phai khong? Ba &y phai d&€n bénh vién.”

“Ong dang néi ai co’... Norma?”

“Khong, td1 dang nd1 ba Restarick.”

“Nghe ndi ba ta cé vao bénh xa. Khong c¢6 1y do gi d€'ba &y lam thé ca.
T6i thd'y ba ta khoe nhw vam.”

“Va co Restarick ghét me k& ctia minh.”

“Norma d6i lic hay bi mat cAn bing. R4t dé ndi dién 1én, dng biét daYy.
Ma ndi thye véi dng 1a cac c6 ai ma khong ghét me k&'

“C6 phai viéc d6 khién cdc ba me k& dd bénh khong? Dén ndi phai vao
bénh vién?”

“Ong dang ngu ¥ cdi quéi quy gi da'y?”

“C6 th€'la do lam vwon... hay la dung thudc diét cd.”

“Y 6ng néi thudc diét c¢d 1a sao? Ong dang cho ring Norma... ring cd

2y mudn...”



“Moi ngwoi ban tan xdn xao ma,” Poirot néi. “Hang xém lai hay ng'6i 1€
doi mach.”

“Y 6ng 1a ai d6 cho ring Norma d3 gdng dau doc ba me k&? That 12 16
bich. Hoan toan ngu xuan.”

“Viéc d6 rat kho xay ra, toi dong y,” Poirot néi. “Thyc t& thi nguoi ta
khong ban tan nhw the".”

“O. Xin 18i. T6i hiéu nhaAm. Nhung... y 6ng 1a gi?”

“Anh ban tré thAin mé&n,” Poirot néi, “cAu phdi nhan ra rang ngwdi ta van
hay don dai, va cac loi @6n thi ludn hwdng dén cing mdt nguoi... 1a dng
chong.”

“Cai gi, 120 Andrew gia nua td1 nghi€p a? T61 nghi 1a hAu nhu khong c6
kha nang ay.”

“Vang. Pung th€’, téi cling khdng nghi 1a c¢6 kha nang dé.”

“0, vay thi dng d&n da’y 1am gi? Ong 1a tham t& c6 phai khong?”

“Pung the"”

“Vay th1?”

“Ching ta dang néi d€n nhirng myc dich trdi ngueoc nhau,” Poirot néi.
“T6i khong xudng d6 d€ diéu tra vé bat ky treong hgp nghi ngor dau doc
nao ca. Xin hay thir 16i né€u t6i khong thé tra 1oi cAu hodi ctia ciu dwore. Diéu
nay ra’t bi mat, mong cau hieu cho.”

“Y 6ng la cdi quéi gi the?”

“To6i dén da’y,” Poirot néi. “La d€ gap Ngai Roderick Horsefield.”

“Cai gi, ong gia da'y 4?7 Lao 1am cam ranh ranh, chzamg phai sao?”

“Ong &y 1a nguoi,” Poirot néi, “biét rat nhidu bi mat to Ién va quan

trong. Y toi khong phai 12 bay gio 6ng ta con can dy vao nhitng viéc thé



kia, nhwng 6ng biét ra't nhicu. Ong &Yy c6 lién hé véi rat nhidu thi trong
cudc chién vira qua. Bi€t mot vai nguoi.”

“Nhung d6 1a chuyén ctia nhiéu nam trwdc roi.”

“Vang, ding th€&’, chuyén ctia 6ng &y da thudc vé qua khir nhiéu nam
tredc r'6i. Nhwng clu cé biét 1a ¢é nhiéu thir néu biét dwoe s€ co th€ tré
nén htru ich khong?”

“Nhw nhirng thir gi?”

“Khudn mat,” Poirot dap. “Mo6t khudn mét ndi ti€ng nao da’y ch?ing han,
ma Ngai Roderick cé th€ nhan ra. Khudn mat hay phong thdi, cach tro
chuyén, di dirng, ct chi. Tri nhé cia con nguoi ta, ciu biét ddy. Nguoi gia.
Ho nh& nhirtng chuyén, khong phai xdy ra tuan tredre, thang tred'c hay nam
ngodi, ma cé the€ gan hai mwoi nam trede. C6 th€ nhé nhirng nguoi von
khdng mudn dwoc nhic d&n. Va cé the cho ciu biét vai diéu chic chin vé
ngwoi dan ong hodc nguoi phu niv cy thé nao d6 hay nhitng chuyén dinh
dang dén ho... qua la t6i dang néi nang map mo, ciu biét da’y. To6i tim gap
Ong &y de€’ biét thém thong tin.”

“Ong gip ong ta d& biét thém thong tin, ha? Ong gia 14m cAm d6. The
lao c6 cho 6ng biet gi khong?”

“Toi1 kha hai long.”

David ti&p tuc nhin 6ng chdm chidm. “BAy gic t6i dang ty hdi,” cdu néi.
“Ong d&n d€ giip ong ldo hay d€ gip co gdi kia ha? C6 phai 6ng mudn biét
c6 ta dang 1am gi trong ngdi nha da’y khong? Nhiéu lic tdi ciing thic méc.
Ong c6 nghi 1a ¢6 ta 1am cong viée d6 d€ c6 the khai thdc chit théng tin qué
khwr tir 6ng gia kia khong?”

“T6i khong cho 1a,” Poirot néi, “thdo luan nhtrng van dé nay thi mang

lai lgii ich gi. Co &y c6 vé rat tdn tam va chu dédo... tdi nén goi co ta la gi



nhi... c6 thw ky?”

“Vwra la y ta, the ky, ban d6ng hanh, ngwoi cham séc, gidp viéc cho dng
chi? Puing 13 ¢6 th€ ¢6 nhidu cdch d€ goi ¢d 4y phai khong? Ong cu rat mé
co ta. Ong c6 d€'y tha’y diéu d6 khong?”

“Piéu d6 khong cé gi bat thwong ca,” Poirot nghiém nghi néi.

“T6i ¢6 th€ cho 6ng biét 1a ¢6 ngwoi khdng thich cd &y, va ngwoi do la
Mary.”

“Va c6 the'la ¢6 ta ciing khong thich Mary Restarick.”

“Ong nghi th&’ 2?” David néi. “Ring Sonia khong thich Mary Restarick.
C6 thé' 1a dng da nghi dén viéc ba ta cho di€u tra xem thudc diét cd dwoc
cat gidu & dau, c6 phai khong? Troi,” cu ndi thém, “toan bd viéc nay that
16" bich. Théi dwgre r'6i. Cam on 6ng da cho tdi di nho xe, tdi nghi 1a tdi s€
xudng ¢ day.”

“A h4. Th& ddy 12 noi cdu mudn déh a? Ching ta vin con cach London
khoang bdy dam daYy.”

“Toi1 s€ xudng day. Tam bi€t Ngai Poirot.”

“Tam biét.”

Poirot ng'di ngad lung ra sau trong lic David dong sam ctra lai.

Ba Oliver van vo di lai trong phong khach. Trong ba kha bon chon. Mot
tiéng trrde ba da déng g6i xong phan ban thdo da hoan chinh. Ba sép sitra

g n6 cho nha xua't ban dang mong va ba bon ngay lai hdi thic ba.



“Pay thwa 6ng,” ba Oliver ndi vao khong khi, twdng twerng dé€n hinh anh
nha xua't ban do. “Pay thwa 6ng, mong la 6ng thich né. T6i thi khong. Toi
cho rang né that t& hai! To6i khong tin 12 6ng biét toi viét hay hay dé. Du
sao thi tdi cling da canh bdo trwde roi. Toi cho 6ng hay 1a nd ra't khing
khiép, ong sé& néi 1a: ‘O! Khong, khong, tdi khong tin diéu dé chit nao’.
Ong cit chd ma xem,” ba Oliver néi v&i giong ddy cim thil. “Ong hiy cho
ma xem.”

Ba mo cwra, goi cd hau gai Edith, dwa géi bwu kién va dan phadi d&€n buu
dién gd&i ngay 14p tic.

“Va gio,” ba Oliver n6i, “minh phai lam gi day?”

Ba lai ti€p tuc di than tho trong phong. “Pung r'6i,” ba Oliver tham nghi,
“Udc gi van con gidy ddn twong 1a nhitng chd chim nhiét d&i thay vi
nhirng qua anh dao ngu ngdc nay. Minh tirng cam thdy minh gidng thir gi
day trong khu rirng nhiét doi. La sw t, hd, bdo hoa, hay bdo san! Con trong
vuron anh dao thi 1a gi khac dwore ngoai mot con bu nhin?”

Ba lai nhin quanh. “Kéu chiém chi€p nhuw chim, dé la nhirng gi minh
phai 1am,” ba 1 rii néi. “An qua anh dho... wdc gi biy gio 1a mia anh dao.
Minh mudn an vai qua. Khong biét bay gio...”

Ba budc dén chiéc dién thoai.

“T6i s€ ki€m tra lai, thwa ba,” giong George tra loi cau hdi cia ba.

Ch:flng may choc c6 ti€ng ndéi khac cat lén: “Hercule Poirot day thwa
ba,” 6ng noi.

“Ong di dau da’y?” ba Oliver néi. “Ong di ving ca ngay nay. Téi cho 1a
ong xudng thim nha Restaricks. C6 phai vay khong? Ong c6 giip dwoc ngai

Roderick khong? Ong di tim higu duwoc gi?”



“Khong c¢6 gi ca,” Hercule Poirot néi.

“That qua chéan,” ba Oliver ndi.

“Khong, khong chdn 14m dau. Ciing kh4 ngac nhién 12 to6i khong phat
hién ra ba't ky di€u gi.”

“Tai sao vi€c ddy lai dang ngac nhién? Toi khong hi€u.”

“B@i vi,” Poirot néi, “diéu d6 c¢6 nghia la von khdng c6 gi d€’ diéu tra ca,
va thé thi, d€ t6i ndi cho ba biét, lai khong phit hgp voi thue t€7 hodc c6 gi
do da duwoc che giau khéo 1€o. Ba thay do, s€ ra't thu vi. A, ma ba Restarick
khong bi€t l1a c6 gdi da mat tich.”

“Y 6ng la... ba ta khong dinh dang gi d&n viéc cd &'y bi€nh mat a?”

“Co vé la vay. Toi c6 gap cau trai tré & day.”

“Ong mudn néi d&n ciu thanh nién vé van chaamg ai wa day a?”

“Pung roéi. Cu trai tré vo van ay.”

“Ong c6 cho 1a cdu &y nhw vay khong?”

“Theo quan di€m cha ai chr?”

“Khong phai tir ¢6 ban géi, hin the"”

“T6i chic chin ¢ gdi d&n gip toi s& rat thich ciu ta.”

“Trong cau &y khi&p 14m a?”

“Rat dién trai,” Hercule Poirot néi.

“Pep trai 47 ba Oliver hoi. “T6i khong bi€t 1a t6i thich cic chang trai
tré dep cor day.”

“Cac c0 gdi thi c6 day,” Poirot noi.

“Vang, ong ndi ding 1&m. Ching thich cdc anh chang tré dep. Khong

phai 1a cac chang banh trai hay thong minh hoac bi€t cach an mac hay trong



twom ta't sach s& dau. Y toi 1a nhtrng ciu nhw th€ chi ¢6 trong hai kich thoi
Phuc Hung, hodc trong dor ddy ban thiu nhw nhirng ga lang thang vira phai
lam céc cong viéc khung khiép.”

“C6 vé nhw cau ta cling khong bi€t ¢6 &y dang & dau...”

“Hodc cdu 4y khong thtra nhan viéc day.”

“C6 th€ 1a th&. Cau ta da vao nha. Tai sao chir? That ra la cdu dy da Ién
vao trong nha ma khong d€ ai phat hién. Tai sao? Vi ly do gi chix? Ciu ta
dang ki€m c6 4y a? Hay dang tim ki€m thr gi khac.”

“Ong nghi 12 cdu &y dang tim ki&m thit gi khéac a?”

“Céau ta mudn ki€m gi da’y trong phong c6 géi,” Poirot noi.

“Lam sao ma 6ng biét dwoc? Ong trong thiy ciu ta a?”

“Khong, tdi chi thdy cdu &y di xudng cau thang, nhung trong phong
Norma c6 manh bun 4m rat nhd, chic roi ra tir gidy cdu ta. C6 th€ co Ay
nho cdu dén 18y thir gi d6 trong phong... cé ra't nhiéu gia thuyét. Trong
nha con ¢é mot cd gai khac... kha xinh... cdu ta cé the dé€n gap cd ay
chealng han. Vang... c6 ra't nhiéu kha nang.”

“Thé& 6ng dinh lam gi ti€p theo?” ba Oliver gang hdi.

“Khong gi ca,” Poirot ndi.

“Chan th€",” ba Oliver t6 y phéan doi.

“C6 the€' toi s€ c6 thém dwore it thong tin tir vai ngwoi t6i thué di diéu tra,
mac du ciing nhi€u kha nang la s€ khong cé gi cd.”

“Nhwng 6ng s€ khong lam gi a?”

“Khi thoi di€m thich hop thi méi tinh,” Poirot noi.

“0, toi thi s& hanh dong,” ba Oliver nai.

“Lam on xin hdy can than,” dng van nai.



“That ngd ngan! Diéu gi c6 thé xay ra vai tdi co chr?”
“Noi nao ¢6 an mang thi ba't cir chuyén gi cling c6 th€ xay ra. Toi cho ba

hay. Chinh t61, Poirot.”



CHUONG 6

Ong Goby ngbi trén ghé&. Than hinh nhd bé teo quét nhw khong ton tai.
Ong nhin chim chd vio chén cdi ban ¢& va xung chuyén véi né. Chwra bao
gior dng &y ndi chuyén tryc ti€p vaoi ai.

“That may la 6ng cho t61 bi€t vai cdi tén, 6ng Poirot,” 6ng ta néi. “Neu
khong, 6ng bi€t ddy, c6 the’ dd mat rd't nhi€u thoi gian. Toi da thu thap
dwoe vai sy kién chinh... va mot it tin don bén Té... vén van ludn cé ich.
T6i sé& bit dau tai Borodene Mansions ¢ dwoc khong?”

Poirot nha nhdn gat dau.

“C6 ra't nhi€u nguoi gac cong,” dng Goby ndi v&i chi€c dong h'o trén
ong khoi. “To1 bit dau & da’y, loi dung mot hai ciu thanh nién tré. Tuy ton
kém chiit, nhung dang gid. Khong mudn ba't ky ai nghi ring c6 vu diéu tra
gi dic biét. T6i nén dung tén viét tit, hay day da day?”

“Trong nha nay thi dng c noi hin tén ho ra,” Poirot n6i.

“C06 Claudia Reece-Holland dworc ti€ng l1a tir t&. B&" 1a Nghi si. Rat tham
vong. Hay dwore 1én tin tiec no kia. CO ta la con mot. Lam cong viéc thw ky.
R4t nghiém tdc va ditng din. Khong tiéc tung thdc loan, khong rwou che,
khong 14p di. O chung nha v&i hai ¢ gdi khdc. Co gdi thir hai 1am viéc &

phong trien 1am Wedderburn trén dwong Bond. C6 mau nghé si. Cling dwgc



biét d&n & Chelsea. Pi ddy d6 khip noi d€ sap x&p dia diém trién 1am va
céc sO biu difn nghé thut. Co gdi thi ba 1a ngwdi ma dng mudn ki€m. O
da’y chwa dwoc 1au. Y kién chung 1a c6 4y c6 vé ‘ngo’ ngo’. Khéng hin 1a
nang, nhung cé hoi lor dang. Mot tay gac cong & dé ra't thich khao chuyén.
Ct mei anh ta mot vai ly va roi 6ng sé phai ngac nhién v&i nhirng gi anh
ke! Ai nghién rwou, ai dinh dé€n ma tdy, ai dang c6 van dé vé thué thu
nhép, ai gidu tién & sau bdn nwdce toilet. TA't nhién 1a khong tin dwoe hét
cd. Nhung anh 4%y c6 nhic d&n chuyén vé ti€ng siing ban trong dém.”

“Tieng sung a? Co ai bi thwong khong?”

“Viéc nay ciing khong chéc 1m. Anh ta k& 12 anh nghe ti€ng sing bin
trong dém, bwdre ra ngoai va thd'y co ta, tirc ¢O gai cua O6ng, ding da’y voi
mot khau stng luc trong tay. Trong c¢6 ¢6 vé bang hoang va strng so'. Va roi
mot trong hai ¢6 con lai... hodc trén thwc t& 1a ca hai... chay dén. C6 Cary
(cd gai ngh€ si) néi: ‘Norma, ciu lam cai quai gi vay?’ con CO6 Reece-
Holland thi quat 1én: ‘Cau c6 im di dwoc khong Frances. Pung c6 ngdc
nghé&ch ntra!” va giat khau sing khoi tay cd gai cia dng va néi: ‘Pwa né cho
t&’. CO ném né vao gid xdch va roi nhan thd’y cdu Micky nay, di dé€n chd
ciu ta va néi bong dua: ‘Vira roi chic da khién anh giat minh, phai khong?’
Micky bao 12 cdu ta hoi sdc, va co Ay dap: ‘Anh khdng can phdi lo ling
dau. Thuc ra thi ching t6i con khong bi€t la khau sing nay c6 dan. Chi
dang gion choi cho vui thdi’. R6i ¢6 &y ndi: ‘Du sao di nira, néu c6 ai hoi
diéu gi, hay noéi 1a moi viéc déu on’, va roi bao: ‘Di th6éi nao Norma’, va
nim tay co din vao thang mdy, va di 1én.”

“Nhung Micky bdo c4u ta van c6 chiit nghi ngo. Cau 4y di vong ki€m
tra quanh san.”

Ong Goby nhin xudng va trich din ti cudn sd tay: “Téi cho dng hay la



10i c6 tim thdy gi ddy, thiec vay! C6 vai mdng @m wot. Chdc chdn la toi c6
thdy. La mdu. Toi c6 so> vao. Dé toi cho dng biét la téi nght gi. Co ai do da
bi bdn... ai dé trong lic dang b6 chay... Toi di lén lau va xin gdp co
Holland. T6i néi voi co6 ta: ‘Téi nght la ¢6 ai dé da bi bdn triing thira cé’,
toi noi. ‘Co it mdu o trong san’. ‘Lay chiia t6i’, c6 4y noi. ‘Thdt la ngo
ngan. Toi cho la, anh biét day’, co ta noi, ‘mdu ctia mdy con chim bo cdu’.
Rbi bdo: ‘Toi xin 16i néu sw viéc vira roi khién anh bang hoang. Hay quén
né di’, va diii cho 16i 5 bdng. Puing to 5 bdng! O, dwong nhién sau day 10
khong mé miéng nhdc dén viéc nay nita.”

Varoi, sau ly whisky nwra, 6ng lai néi thém: “Néu éng hoi, thi téi cho la
co d@y da bdn biwa vao cdi ga ha lwu dén tim cé ta. Téi nghi ho cdi nhau va
co 4y dd cé” bdn anh ta. Téi cho la thé. Nhwng ma ndi it thi dé ho, nén toi
sé khong lap lai ddu. Néu co ai hoi toi bat ky diéu gi, toi sé noi la toi khong
biét ho dang ndi gi.” Ong Goby nging lai.

“That la tha vi,” Poirot néi.

“Ping, nhung cling c¢6 kha nang ta't ca déu la bja dit. C6 vé nhw khong
ai bi€t bat cir diéu gi vé viéc nay. Khong ching 1a mdt bang cén @6 nhoc
mo vao d6 ban dém, roi danh nhau bﬁng dao bam céc thi.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi,” Poirot nédi. “Pay ciling ¢ th€' 1a nguyén nhan ctia vét mau
trong san.”

“Cé th&'1a cd gdi c6 cdi nhau v&i anh chang kia, va doa sé bin anh ta, c6
1€ thé". Va Micky da 1én nghe dwoc va nhao ndn lai cau chuyén... dic biét
néu nhw lic ddy cé ti€ng may xe no.”

“Vang,” Hercule Poirot néi, va the dai, “diéu dé ciing 1y gidi dwoc
chuyén nay.”

Ong Goby lat sang trang khéc trong quyén s& va nhin quanh chon d6i



teong tam tinh khac. L'an nay la chi€c may tan nhiét chay dién.

“Cong ty trach nhiém htru han Joshua Restarick. La cong ty gia dinh. bBa
van hanh hon tram tudi. Pwoc danh gid cao trong thanh phd. Ludn ludn
virng manh. Khong c¢6 gi thu hit chi y. Pwoce thanh 1ap béi Joshua
Restarick vao nam 1850. Khai treong sau chién tranh, v&i nhiéu khoan dau
tw nwdc ngoai ngay cang tang manh, phan nhiéu & Nam Phi, Tdy Phi va
Uc. Simon va Andrew Restarick. .. 1a nhitng ngwdi cudi cuing ctia dong ho
Restaricks. Simon, ngwoi anh ca, mat cach day khoang mot nam, khdng ¢6
con céi. Vg 6ng &y chét tredc d6 vai nam. Andrew Restarick c6 vé chéng
lic nao yén. Dwong nhw chwa bao gio tan tim voi cong viée kinh doanh du
moi ngwoi déu cho 1a dng &y rd't ¢6 kha ning. Cudi cung da bo di voi
ngwoi phu nir khac, d€ lai vor va dia con gdi ndm tud6i. Bi d¢n Nam Phi,
Kenya, va nhi€u noi khac. The nhung khong ly di. Vor 6ng ta ma't cach day
hai nim. C6 thoi gian dau y&u. Ong Yy di lai rd't nhiéu, va ba't ¢k noi nao
ong d&n, dwong nhw 6ng déu ki€m dwoce rat nhi€u tién. Cha y&u gianh
dwoe quyén khai khoang. Ba't cir thir gi 6ng cham tay vao déu tr¢ nén phat
dat. Sau cdi chét cta anh trai, c6 vé 6ng cho ring da dén lic ¢an on dinh,
ong ta tai hon va nghi minh nén quay vé va xdy deng mdt mai &m cho co
con gai. Hién tai ho dang sdng v&i ngwoi chd chia 6ng &y, ngai Roderick
Horsefield... 6ng chi bén v¢. Viéc nay von chi tam thoi. Vo 6ng ta dang
ki€m nha khép noi & London. Tién bac khong thanh van dé. Ho cé rat
nhiéu tién.”

Poirot thé dai. “Tdi biét,” 6ng néi. “Nhitng gi 6ng dang tém tit cho toi
nghe la cau chuyén veé thanh cong! Ai cting ki€m ra ti€én! Ai cling xu't than
ttr danh gia vong tdc. Cac m&i quan hé cua ho déu ra't dang chd y. Ho dworc

danh gia kha cao trong gidi kinh doanh. Chi duy nhat c6 mot viéc duoc



xem nhw diéu ba't hanh. C6 gai dwoc cho la ‘hoi ngd ngan’, giao du véi
cdu ban trai ddng ngo’ von da hon mot Tan nhan an treo. Co ta ¢6 th€ da c&
dau doc me k&, va hodc 12 mic ching 4o gidc, hoidc 12 da pham toi ac! Toi
cho Ong hay, khong c6 bat ky diéu gi trong s6 diy li€én quan dé€n ciu
chuyén thanh céng ma 6ng k€ véi toi.”

Ong Goby I4c dau budn ba va néi mot cach khé hi€u: “Gia dinh nio
cling ¢c6 mot nguoi nhw the'.”

“Ba Restarick con kha tré. Toi dodan ba &y khoéng phéi 1a ngwoi ma ldc
dau da cung 6ng &y bd di, phdi khong?”

“O khong, chuyén v&i nguedi vor dau da dd be tir kha sém r'oi. Co kia
trén nhiéu phrong dién thi chealng ra sao, va ciing ri't néng tinh nita. Ong 4y
that ngd'c ngh&ch vi da voi tin ¢6 ta.” Ong Goby déng s& lai va nhin Poirot
dd hoi. “Ong con mudn tdi 1am diéu gi nira khéng?”

“C6. Toi mudn bi€t thém chut it vé ba Andrew Restarick da qua cd’. Ba
4y dau y€u ludn, va thwong xuyén ra vao tram xd. La ki€u nha thwong gi?
Bénh vién tam than a?”

“T6i hi€u y Ong roi, dng Poirot.”

“Va bat ky tién st tim thidn nao trong gia dinh kia... tw ca hai phia?”

“T01 s€ dréu tra viéc nay, thwa 6ng Poirot.”

Ong Goby dirng ddy. “Gic thi tdi xin phép ra vé. Chiic 6ng ngi ngon.”

Poirot vn ng'6i trim tw sau khi dng Goby di khoi, 6ng nhwdng 1én ha
xudng doi 16ng may. Ong thic mic, va ty hoi ra't nhiéu thir. Va rdi dng goi
cho ba Oliver.

“T6i ndi ba r'oi,” éng ndi. “Phai can than. Toi 1ap lai... Phai hét strc can

than.”



“Can than chuyén gi?” ba Oliver ndi.

“Cho ban than ba. Toi nghi 1a cé th€ ¢6 nguy hi€m véi ba't ky ai toc
mach chuyén ma ho khong nén dinh dang vao. Bau dé da xay ra 4n mang...
va toi khong mudn chuyén da’y xay dén voi ba.”

“Ong di c6 thém tin tic gi chwa?”

“R6i,” Poirot n6i. “T6i da co6 chit it thong tin. Phian nhi€u 1a tin don va
chuyén fam phao, nhwng c6 vé nhw c6 gi d6 da xay ra & Borodene
Mansions.”

“La chuyén gi?”

“Co6 mau trong san,” Poirot noi.

“Thé& a?” ba Oliver ndi. “Nghe gidng twa dé€ cia mot cudn truyén trinh
tham thoi xwa, V&t Mau Noi Cau Thang. Y t6i 1 bay gio ngudi ta hay dit
tira vi du nhw Co Ky Mud6n Chét.”

“C6 th€ la trong san khong c6 mau. Co6 th€ cau gac cong nguwoi Ai-len
voi tri twedng tweong phong phi da théu dét nén.”

“Hay stra bi d0,” ba Oliver néi. “Cau ta khong the thd'y dwoe trong dém.
Ma chuyén gi da xay ra thé?”

Poirot khong tra loi cau hoi trye tiép.

“C0 gai nghi 1a cd ta ‘c6 th€ da gi€t nguwoi’. DAy ¢ phai vu giét nguoi
ma cO 8y mudn noéi khong?”

“Y 6ng 12 cb ta dd bén ai d6?”

“C6 th& cho 1a ¢6 A’y dd bén ai d6, nhung thye t&' 14 da ban triegt. MOt vai
giot mau... Thé thdi. Khong c6 thi th€ nao ca.”

“Oi troi dat,” ba Oliver néi, “nghe that 12 r&i rim. Chéc chin 1 néu ai

d6 van ¢6 th€ chay dwoc ra khoi sin, 6ng sé khong nghi 1a 6ng da giét ho,



ding khong?”

“That 1a kho hiéu,” Poirot néi, va gac may.

“T¢ lo qua,” Claudia Reece-Holland néi.

C6 18y thém ca phé tw binh pha. Frances Cary ngap dai. Ca hai c¢6 dang
an sang trong can b&p nhd cua can hd. Claudia da mac quan do chinh € va
san sang d& bit dau ngay 1am viéc. Frances thi vin con dang mic ' nga.
Mii téc den xda xudng mdt bén mit.

“T¢ lo cho Norma,” Claudia ti€p tuc.

Frances ngdp. “Né&u t& 12 cdu t& sé khong lo 14ng gi cad. Sm mudn gi thi
ciu &y s€ goi dién hay dén day thoi, t& cho la thé".”

“C6 that khong? Cau biét da'y Fran, t& khong th€ ngung ban khoan...”

“T& khong hi€u tai sao phai thé,” Frances vira néi vira rot thém ca phé.
C6 nghi ngai nhap mdt ngum. “Y t& 1a... chuyén cia Norma that sy khong
li€n quan gi dén ching ta ma, cé phai khong? Ching ta dau cé dang trong
coi chim bdm gi c4u &y. Chi & chung cin hd thdi ma. VAay tai sao ching ta
phai lo 1ing cho c4u &y nhwr me th&? T& chic chin 1a khong lo dau.”

“Chéc réi. Cau ching bao gi¢ lo 1ing vé bat ky diéu gi ca. Nhung véi
to’ thi khac.”

“Tai sao lai khac? Y cdu do cdu 13 ngudi ding ra thué cin ho ndy 4, hay
la gi?”

“U, c¢6 th&€ néi 12 t& & trong hoan canh kha dic biét.”



Frances lai ngap dai. “Td1 qua t& thirc kha mudn,” ¢6 néi. “Té dén duw
tiéc & nha Basil. Gio’ thd’y khing khi€p qua. O, mong la ca phé den s€ c6
ich. C4u 14"y thém di trude khi t& udng hét da’y. Basil bét chiing t& thik vai
loai thu6c mai... Gid'c Mo Luc Bao. T¢ nghi 1a khéng dang d€ thir ta't ca
cac thir ngé ngan day.”

“Cau s€ dén phong trien 1am mudn day,” Claudia noi.

“A vang, khong c¢6 van dé gi dau. Chealng ai d€ y hoac quan tam chuyén
day ca.”

“T&1 qua té c6 tha'y David,” c6 néi thém. “An van chinh t& va trong kha
tuyét.”

“Nay ding néi v&i t& 1a cdu ciing dang phai 1ong hian nhé. Hin ta qua
thwe qua kinh khing.”

“O, t& biét cau nghi th&’ ma. Cau thit 14 ¢& hii va dé dodn, Claudia a.”

“Hoan toan khong dau. Nhwng khong th€ néi 1a t& thich cdi dam ban
nghé si cia ciu. Thir cac loai cha't gy nghién va r'oi say khong biét troi dat
g1 roi bat tinh hay thanh ra dién dién ay.”

Frances budn cwoi. “Ban thidn mén, to khong phai 1a con nghién ma
tdy... t& chi muén thir xem ma’y thir dd'y nhw thé&" nao thoi. Va vai nguoi
trong bang nhém kia cling khd dwgc ma. David vé cling khd ddy, né€u
chuyén tam.”

“Nhung David thuong xuyén khong chuyén tdm 1dm, phai khong?”

“Cau lic nao ciing da kich cau 8y kich liét ca, Claudia... Cau ghét ciu ta
dén day gdap Norma. Va nhan n6i dén dao...”

“U? Néi déh dao thi sao?”

“T& da rat lo,” Frances néi cham rai. “Khong bi€t ¢6 nén ndi cho ciu



bi€t hay khong.”

Claudia li€c nhin d6ng h'6 deo tay. “Gio to khong c6 thoi gian,” cd ndi.
“Cau c6 th€ k€ cho t& nghe t6i nay n€u cdu mubn cho t& biét. Du gi thi t&
ciing dang khong c¢6 tAm trang. Troi dat,” co thé dai. “Udc gi t& biét minh
phai lam gi.”

“Vé viéc cua Norma?”

“f]’. T& ty hoi liéu b me ciu &y ¢6 nén biét 1a ching ta khong r6 clu ta
dang & dau khong...”

“Viéc do6 sé qua bat cong. Toi nghiép Norma, tai sao ciu &y khong the
bi€n ma't n€u mudén?”

“A, Norma khong han 1a...” Claudia ngtng lai.

“Khong, cau ta khong hin thé, ding khong? Dién rd. Y cau la thé". Cau
da goi dén cdi chd khing khié&p ciu Ay dang 1am chwa? ‘Homebirds’ hay gi
da’y? A ding, chic chin 1 cdu da goi roi. TG nhé the”

“Vay thi cdu 2y & dau?” Claudia ging héi. “Tdi qua David c6 néi gi
khong?”

“David dwong nhw khéng biét. That ddy, Claudia, t& tha'y vu nay dau c6
fod T

“Chuyén quan trong ddi voi t¢,” Claudia néi. “Vi 6ng chd cda t& cling
la bd" cau &y. Néu c6 chuyén gi khac thwong xdy ra voi cau &y, sém mudn
ho s€ hoi 1a tai sao t& khong bdo viéc ciu 8y da khong vé nha.”

“Piing, ¢6 theé’ ho sé cong kich cau. Nhung ma that sy 1a khong cé 1y do
gi d€ Norma phai thong bdo cho ching ta mdi I4n c4u Ay di dau dd'y mot
hai ngay. Hodc mot vai dém. Y t& ciu &y khong phai 1a khdch tro hay gi ca.

Cau dau phéi ngwoi quan 1y cua ciu ta.”



“L\T, nhung Ong Restarick c¢6 ndi la 6ng &y rat vui khi bi€t Norma &
chung nha v&i bon minh.”

“Vi ciu n6i 4y ma khién c4u di ra di vao 1dm nhdm mdi khi cdu 4y di
vang ma khong thdng bdo a? C6 th€ ciu ta lai dang phai 1ong v&i anh chang
nao maéi.”

“Cau ay thich David ma,” Claudia néi. “Cau c6 chic 1a céu ta dang
khong nidp & nha hin khong?”

“T& khong nghi thé” dau. Hin vé'n khong quan tdm 1dm dén ciu 4y, ciu
bi€t ma.”

“Cau mudn cho la thé& théi,” Claudia ndi. “Cau doi xi& v&i David cling
kha ngot ngao ma.”

“Hoan toan khong,” Frances néi qua quyét. “Khong hé€ nhé.”

“David thyc sy quan tam dén cau ay,” Claudia no6i. “Néu khong thi tai
sao hom trirde hin lai d&n day tim cau &y chi#?”

“Va céu lai sém tién hin di,” Frances néi. “T& nghi 1a,” ¢6 néi thém,
ding ddy va nhin khudén mat minh trong tAm gwong nhd xau xi trong nha
bé&p. “T& nghi 13 hin c6 the di dén tim t&.”

“Cau that 1a ngdc! Hén d&n ki&ém Norma.”

“Norma c6 van dé€ veé than kinh day,” Frances noi.

“Thinh thoang t& cling nghi thé?!”

“ff, t& biét chic 1a th&. Cau nghe diy Claudia, t& s& néi cho ciu biét
diéu da’y ngay bay gio. Cau céan phai bi€t. Hom trede t& lam dat day do
nguc va t& thi dang voi. TS bi€t 1a cdu khong thich bat ky ai luc loi @6 dac
ctia minh...”

“Ta’t nhién r61,” Claudia noi.



“...nhung ma Norma thi khong ban tim 1dm, hoic 1a khong d€ y. Dai
khai 1a t& di vao phong cdu &y va tim thir trong ngidn kéo va to... tim thay
mot vat. La mot con dao.”

“Mot con dao!” Claudia noi, ra't ngac nhién. “Dao gi the?”

“Cau biét la & trong sidn vwon tirng ¢6 mot trdn cdi co huyén ndo phai
khong? Mot nhém thanh thi€u ni€n va may ga lang thang vo gia cw da dén
day va danh nhau bing dao bA'm cic thit 4y? Vi roi Norma déhn sau day.”

“U, &, t¢ nhé.”

“Cé ai d6 da bi dAm, mdt phdng vién néi cho t& bigt, va hin da bd trom.
Va con dao trong hdc ti cia Norma la mot con dao bam. Trén da’y con c6
ve€t do... trong nhe méu kho.”

“Frances! Ciu lam qua da’y.”

“Cé6 thé. Nhung t& chic chin moi chuyén 1a nhu vdy. Va cdi thi quy
quai d6 duorc gidu trong hoc ti cia Norma lam gi co’ chir, to mudn biét?”

“T¢& cho la... clu ta da nhat nd 1én.”

“Cai gi... d€lam ky ni€ém a? Va gidu n6 di va khong cho chiing ta biét?”

“Cau da lam gi v&i n6?”

“T¢& d€ né lai chd cii,” Frances néi cham rdi. “T¢d... t& khong biét 1am
gi khdc... T khong biét 1a ¢6 nén néi cho cdu biét hay khéng. R'6i hom
qua t& tim lai thi né bi€n mat r'oi Claudia a. Khong cé dau vét gi clia né
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ca.
“Cau nghi la ciu &y cho David dén 18y n6 a?”
“U, c4u ta c6 th& 1am th€’... TG néi cho ciu nghe nay Claudia, sau nay t&

s€ khéa ctra phong vao ban dém.”



CHUONG 7

Ba Oliver ngao ngan thirc ddy. Ba khong c6 gi d€ lam trong ngay dai truedc
mat. Sau khi déong g&i ban thao hoan chinh thi moi cong viéc da xong xudi.
Bay gior, nhu nhitng T4n truede, ba chi viée thw gidn va tin hwdng; nam i ra
cho d&n khi nao cdm hirng séng tao lai troi ddy. Ba di tho' than quanh cin
h6 ctia minh, cham vao moi thir, ning lé€n, dat xuéng, nhin vao trong hoc
ban lam viéc, va nhan ra ¢6 ra't nhiéu thw tr can gidi quyét nhung cam thay
trong trang thai hai 1ong vé ban than hién tai, ba chic chin s& khong dung
dén bat ky viéc gi qua phién ha va mét mdi. Ba mu6n lam gi dd’y thd vi. Ba
mudn... ba mudn gi chir?

Ba nghi dén doan héi thoai véi Hercule Poirot, va 1oi canh bao cuia dng
ta. That 1a budn cwoi! Xét cho cung, tai sao ba khong nén nhiing tay vao
viéc ma ba da chia sé v&i Poirot? Poirot ¢6 th€ chon ngdi im trén ghé” ma
chum tay suy nghi, d€ tri ndo ctia minh ling xdng lam viéc trong lic ban
than thodi mai trong pham vi bdn birc twong kia. D6 khong phai 1a cach
hap din v&i Ariadne Oliver. Ba dd quyét tim, rang it nha't s& 1am gi day. S&
tim hi€u thém vé c6 gai bi an nay. Norma Restarick dang & dau? Co ta dang
lam gi? Li€u ba, Ariadne Oliver, c¢6 the bi€t thém gi vEé c6 ay?

Ba Oliver di vor van chung quanh, cang lic cang chan nan that vong. C6



th€ lam gi day? That khong dé dang gi d€ quyét dinh viéc nay. Di dau day
de hoi han thém chang? C6 nén xudng Long Basing khong? Nhung Poirot
da d&n da’y roi... va chic da phat hién ra nhitng gi c¢6 the dwore roi. Va ba
c6 the€'1ay 1y do gi d€ x6ng vao nha ngai Roderick Horsefield chi?

Ba can nhic viéc d&n Borodene Mansions Ian nita. C6 the van con gi &
day ching? Phai nghi ra ly do gi d€ dén d&’y. Ba khong chic minh sé 187y c¢&
gi, nhung du gi di nira, d@y dwong nhw 1a noi duy nhat c¢6 the thu thém
dwore chit thong tin. MAYy gior roi nhi? 10 gior sdng, van con kha ning. ..

Trén dwong dén da’y, ba bia ra mdt cdi c&. Ciing khdng ddc ddo gi 14m.
Thyc t& thi ba Oliver mudn nghi ra thir gi d6 hadp dan va thich thd hon,
nhung ¢6 1€, sau khi thin trong ngdm nghi, dé cip dén nhitng chuyén ngay
thwong dang tin va hop 1y van t6t hon. Ba dén tdoa nha sing sitng oai vé
Borodene Mansions va cham rai di vong quanh san xem xét.

Nguwoi gac cong dang trdo chuyén cung véoi nhirng anh khuan vac trong
xe chd ndi that... mdt nguoi giao stra day xe hang dén dirng cung ba
Oliver gan thang may toa nha.

Anh rung chai lach cdch va vui vé huyt sdo, trong ltic ba Oliver trin mét
nhin lo’ dang vao chié€c xe ché do.

“Nha 76 dang chuyén ra,” anh giao stra hi€u nham sy chi y cua ba
Oliver, bén gidi thich. Anh chuyén mot d6ng chai tor xe vao trong thang
may. “Ciing khong hin 1a ba ta chua teng dich chuyén,” anh lai ci't giong
va néi thém. Trong kha vui vé. Anh chia ngén cdi 1én trén. “Nhay ra khoi
ctra sO... tir tng bay... cach day dwgc mot tuan r'oi. Lic 5 gio sang. Chon
gio gid'c 16 hai.”

Ba Oliver khong cho rang viéc d&y budn cuwdi. “Tai sao vay?”

“Tai sao ba &y lam th& a? Khong ai bié€t ca. Pau 6c mat can bang, ho



noi vay.”

“Ba &y con... tré¢ khong?”

“A khong! Mot ba gia thoi. It nhat ciing nim muwoi roi.”

Hai ngwoi dan Ong vat 16n voi chi€c reong trong xe. N6 ket lai va hai
ngin kéo gd gu d0Am xudng dat... mOt manh gidy troi lo’ lkng dén va ba
Oliver tom duoc no.

“Pung ddp vo moi thir thé chir, Charlie,” anh chang giao stra vui vé qué
trach, va di vao trong thang may dang 1én v&i dong chai hang cia minh.

Tran dau khau no ra gitra nhirng ngwoi van chuyén d6 ndi that. Ba
Oliver tra lai manh gidy, nhung ho gat di.

Ba Oliver quyét dinh di vao tda nha va Ién phong 67. C6 ti€ng loang
xoang dén tw bén trong va khéng lau sau d6 mot ngwoi phu nir trung nién
dang cam gié lau san ra m& cta, ré rang ba &y lam cong viéc don dep.

“0,” ba Oliver 1én ti¢ng. “Chao ba. C6... téi mudn hdi... 1a ¢6 ai & nha
khong?”

“Khong, to1 e la khong, thwa ba. Ho ra ngoai hét roi. i lam réi.”

“Véng, tdt nhién r'6i... Thuc ra thi Ian tredc dén day toi ¢ d€ quén mot
quyén nhit ky nhd. Buc minh hét sttc. Chic chin n6 & dau di’y trong phong
khéch.”

“A, tOi khong nhit dwoe ba't ¢ thir gi nhw the’, thwa ba, theo nhw toi
bi€t. Tat nhién c6 th€ t6i khdong bi€t nd la clia ba. Ba ¢6 mudn vao trong
khong?” Ba than thién m& cira, dit cdy lau ding chui san bép trwde day
sang mot bén, va theo ba Oliver vao trong phong khach.

“Vang,” ba Oliver, quy€t dinh lam than. “Vang, t61 thdy day roi... la

quyén sach ma t6i de€ lai cho cd Restarick, c6 Norma. Co ta quay lai day



chwa?”

“T6i khong nghi 1a cd &y dang sdng & day. Giwong c6 ta khdng c6 ai
ndm ca. Chic c6 van con & dudi dd’y cing gia dinh. Tdi biét cd ta xudng
dd’y cud1 tuan roi.”

“Vang, t6i cho 1a th€’,” ba Oliver néi. “T6i mang quyen sach nay dén cho
cd &y. Mot trong nhirng tdc pham cua toi.”

Ba gitip viéc dwong nhur khdng quan tim 1im dén dau sich clia ba
Oliver.

“Toi ng'di diy nay,” ba Oliver ti€p tuc, vO nhe vao chi€c ghé& banh, “toi
nghi vay. Va roi di dé€n ctra sO va c6 thé dén ghé sofa.”

Ba moi méc kich li¢t phia sau dém gh€’. Ba gitp viéc cling lam twong ty
voi dém ghé sofa.

“Ba khong hinh dung dwoc lam mat mot th nhw thé” khién nguoi ta
phét dién 1én nhw th& ndo dau,” ba Oliver tiép tuc tdn giu. “Moi cong viéc
déu duoc liét ké trong da’y. Toi kha chic chin 1a hdm nay minh c6 hen in
trira voii mot ngwoi rat quan trong, va téi khong th€ nhé dwoc ngwoi do 1a
ai hay an & dau. Ta't nhién, cling c6 the la vao ngay mai. N&€u th€ thi trwa
nay lai gip ai ¢’y hoan toan khéc roi. Oi troi 0i.”

“T6i chic la rat phién phitc, thua ba,” ba gitp viéc néi v&i vé thong

Pl

cam.
“Nhirng cdn hd & day that dep,” ba Oliver nhin quanh va néi.
“Ortit trén cao.”
“Pung th€’, c6 tam nhin rit t6t ntra, ding khong?”
“Vang, nhung néu nim vé hudng doéng thi mia dong sé dén rat nhiéu

gi6 lanh. Gi6 ¢t hun hit nhirng khung ctra s6 kim loai nay. Nhiéu ngwoi da



phai 18p thém ctra s& hai 16p. O, t6i ching wa cin hd huéng ndy trong mia
dong. Ctr cho t6i mot cin xinh x&n & tang trét 1a dworc. Cling thudn tién hon
rd't nhiéu néu nha c¢6 con nhd. V&i xe day va cac thw linh tinh, ba biét roi
da’y. O, t6i hoan toan Gng ho viéc & tAng trét. Thir nghi xem néu 1& ¢6 xay
ra dam chay.”

A’ 99

“Vang, ta't nhién r'oi, s€ that khing khi€p,” ba Oliver néi. “Tb6i cho 1a c6
161 thoat hiém phai khong?”

“Khong phai lidc nao ciing dén dwoc day. Toi sor Itra 14m. Trude dén gior
lu6én sor. Va nhitng céin ho nay thi dit kinh 14m. Ba khong thé nao tin ndi
ti€n nha ma ho phai tra dau! D6 1a Ii do vi sao cd Holland phai ki€m hai c6
gai khac vao & chung.”

“U ding, t6i nghi la t6i da gap ca hai. Co6 Cary 1a mdt nghé si, cé phai
khong?”

“Co ta lam viéc cho mdt phong tri€n 1am. Nhwng khong qua cham chi.
Co &y c6 v€ mot it... ddu nhe ma’y con bo v&i hang cdy, nhung ma cha
nhin ra dwoc co ta vé gi dau... C6 con tré va ludm thudém 1dm. Phong co
ta... ba khong tin ndi dau. Con c6 Holland, Itic ndo ciing cuc ky ngin nip
gon gang. Trude kia ¢6 1am thw ky & Coal Board nhwng gior 1a thw ky riéng
trong thanh phd. C6 néi 1a ¢d thich cong viéc dd’y hon. Co lam thw ky cho
mot ngwdi dan éng rit gidu ¢ vira tré vé tir Nam Phi hay gi da’y. Ong ta Ia
b6" ctia ¢6 Norma, va chinh 6ng da nho ¢6 Holland cho ¢6 &y vao & chung
khi cd gai & diy trwde ddy chuyén ra d€ két hon... khi c¢d Holland chot
nhic d&n 1a cd dang ki&€m mot ngudi nira vao & cuing. Pung 12 ra't khé d& tr
ch&i c6 phai khong? Ong cha dé nghi ma.”

“Co &y ¢6 mudn twr chdi khong?”

Nguwoi phu nir khut khit. “Téi nghi 1a ¢6... néu nhw ¢ ay biét.”



“Biét gi co'?” Cau hdi ¢ phan 16 liu qua.

“Chéic chén Ia tdi khong nén néi bat cir diéu gi. P6 khong phai la
chuyén cua t6i...”

Ba Oliver nhin ba v&i vé gang hdi nhe nhang. Ba “Gié Lau” xiéu long.

“Khong phai 12 ¢6 4’y khong t&t bung dé thwong. Ngo nghéch, nhung cd
gai tré nao khong thé". To6i chi nghi 1a cd ta can d&n kham bac si. C6 nhiéu
lic cd &y dwong nhw khong biét chinh xdc minh dang lam gi, hay dang &
dau. Thinh thodng ciing hoi sdc va ngac nhién... Chau trai ciia chong toi
day nay, mdi khi n6 1én con thi khong biét né 1am gi. (N6 Ién con khing
khi&p 14m...ba khong tin ndi dau!) Chi 12 tdi chwa bao gio’ tha'y c6 Ay nhu
thé ca. Co the'la cd ta ¢6 dung thudc... ra't nhiéu.”

“Péau nhw cd a4y cé quen v&i mot cidu ban ma gia dinh c6 ta khong d6ng
y.”

“Vang, t61 cling nghe ndi the". Cau &y c6 dén day tim c6 ta mot hai [an gi
ddYy... mic du t6i chwa bao gior thd’y cdu ta. Theo moi ngwoi néi thi 1a mot
anh chang tré trung hién dai. C6 Holland khong thich cdu &y Iim... nhung
ngay nay thi minh lam gi dwoc? Céc c6 gai déu lam theo y ho mudn.”

“Thinh thodng cac cd gdi thoi nay khién ngwoi khac ra't tha't vong,” ba
Oliver néi, cd td ra vé nghiém tic va dang tin cay.

“Khong deoc nuoi day ding cach, toi cho 1a vay.”

“Piing. R& 14 th". Ai ciing cho ring v&i ngwdi nhw cd6 Norma Restarick,
song cung gia dinh thi t6t hon 134 mot minh & London va ki€m sd'ng bang
nghe trang tri noi tha't.”

“C6 ta khong thich & nha.”

“That sao?”



“C6 ba me k&. Cac cO gdi thwong khong thich di ghé ma. Theo nhw
nhitng gi t6i nghe dwoc thi ba &y da ¢ hét strc ro6i, udn nin cd ta, khdng
cho cd dinh vao cic chang trai tré hao nhodng, dai loai th€”. Ba ta bi€t 1a néu
quen nhdm nguwoi thi c¢6 th€ tdc hai d&n cac cd gdi rat nhiéu. Thinh
thoang...” ba gidp viéc néi ddy xdc dong, “... t6i rdt mwng viéc minh
khong c6 con gai.”

“Ba co con trai khong?”

“T6i c6 hai dira con trai. Mot dira hoc ra't gidi, con dira kia thi dang 1am
& xwdng in, va cling lam viéc rat tot. Vang, ching ra't ngoan. Xin thwa véi
ba la cdc cau trai cling ra't la phién phirc. Nhwng ma céac c6 gai thi dang lo
hon, t6i nghi thé". Ludn khi€n minh tha’y can phai 1am gi dd’y cho chiing.”

“Pling vay,” ba Oliver néi mdt cich sau sic. “Pung 12 luén cdm thay
the".”

Ba nhin ra da'u hi€u ba giap viéc dang mudn quay lai cong viéc don dep
ctia minh.

“That ti€c cuén nhat ky qua,” ba néi. “Thdi r'oi, cdm on ba rat nhi€u va
mong la tdi da khong lam lang phi thoi gian cta ba.”

“Vang, toi mong 1a ba s& tim thA’y nd, t6i chic 12 ba s& tim dworc thoi,”

ngwoi dan ba sdt sang noi.

Ba Oliver roi khoi cidn hd va ngdm xem minh nén lam gi ti€p theo. Tuy
khong th€ nghi ra dwoe phai lam gi ti€p cho ngay hdm day, nhwng ba da

bit dau c6 k& hoach cho ngay mai.



Lic vé dén nha, voi vé quan trong, ba Oliver 18y mo6t quyén sd va ghi
vai diéu dudi tiéu dé “Nhirng sy kién phat hién dwoc.” Nhin chung khong
nhi€u nhan gi nhwng do théi quen nghé nghiép, ba Oliver da tan dung ta't ca
nhirng gi ¢6 the. C6 1€ viéc b6 Norma thué Claudia Reece-Holland 1a dang
chi y nhat. Tredc ddy ba khong hé bi€t viéc nay, ba kha nghi ngo khong
bi€t Hercule Poirot c6 bi€t di€éu d6 khong. Ba nghi dén viéc goi dién va béao
cho 6ng nhung réi quyét dinh ldc nay s€ gitr lai cho ri€ng minh vi k&€ hoach
ctia ngay hom sau. Trén thyc t&, ba Oliver dang tha'y minh nhw mdt nha mat
tham hang hai hon 12 mot ti€u thuyét gia trinh thdm. Ba dang & trén con
dwong mon, Tan theo da'u vét, va sang mai... vang, sdng mai ching ta s
dwoc biét.

Theo diing k& hoach, ba Oliver thirc ddy so'm, udng hai tach tra, dung
mot qua trieng ludc va bat dau cudc truy lung. Mot Tan nira ba d&n ving 1an
can ctia khu Borodene Mansions. Ba tr hdi khong biét ngwdi khac cé dé
nhan ra ba khong, nén an nay ba khong di hin vao trong ma lén it & gan
cac 167 ra vao sin, quan sat moi ngwoi hdi ha tudn ra ngoai trong con mwa
phun budi sdng d€ d&n chd lam. Céc co gai tré ra't dong, voi vé ngoai kha
giong nhau nén dé khién nguwoi khac nham 14n. N&u d€ y lic nay, khi moi
ngwoi cung ta ra khoi cac tda nha cao tang nhw to kién, thi m&i thady loai
ngwoi that didc biét 1am sao, ba Oliver nghi. Ba cho 13 van chwa ai nghién
ciru dén t& kienh mot cach ding ddn cd. Ngwoi ta chi ¢an di miii chan 1a
ching s€ tan loan 1én nhw khéng c¢6 phwong hueong. Nhieng sinh vat nhd bé
miéng ngim day cd voi va di chuyén mot cach can cii, bon chon, lo ling,
nhw thé khong muc dich, nhung ¢6 khi ching ciling to chic trat tw nhw
nhirng con ngwoi ¢ ddy. Vi du nhr ngeoi dan 6ng vira ngang qua tried'c mat

ba. Budc di ta't bat va ty 1am nham gi d6. “Minh khong bi€t diéu gi dang



khién ong ta lo ling,” ba Oliver nghi. Ba di t&i lui thém mdt 14t, va bat
thinh linh giat lui lai.

Claudia Reece-Holland buwéc ra khdi civa chinh, sai bwdc thoin thoit
gon gang. Giéng nhw Tan tredre, cd ta trong sang trong va lich sw. Ba Oliver
quay di d¢ khdng bi nhan ra. Khi Claudia da di dworc mot khoang du xa, ba
xoay nguoi trd lai va di theo c¢6 ta. Pén cudi dwong, Claudia Reece-
Holland r€ phai vao dwong chinh. Co dén tram dwrng xe buyt va x&€p hang
ding doi. Ba Oliver, vdn & sau cd, chot cdm thay lo 1ing. N&u Claudia
quay lai thi ¢6 tha'y va nhan ra ba khong? Ta't ca nhirng gi ba Oliver ¢c6 thé€
nghi ra la gia vo’ hi mili lién tuc ma khong ra ti€ng. Nhung Claudia Reece-
Holland nhw dang mai mé suy nghi. C6 khong nhin vao ba't ky ai gan canh.
Ba Oliver ding cach sau ¢6 hai ngwoi. Cudi cling xe dén va moi ngwoi
cung Ua Ién. Claudia buwde vao va di thaalng 1én tang trén. Ba Oliver ngoi
canh ctra v&i hai ngudi nira nén khong thoai mdi 1dm. Khi ngwoi sodt vé di
vong quanh thu tién, ba Oliver danh Ii€éu 4n vao tay anh ta mot dong sau.
Xét cho cung, ba khong bi€t tuyén buyt nay di d&€n dau, hay phai di bao xa
m&i d&n “mot trong nhirng tda nha méi gan nha tho St. Paul’s,” nhwr ba
gidp viéc mo ta.

Khi mai vom thiéng liéng cudi cling cling hién ra, ba tré nén canh giac
va sin sang. B4t cit lic ndo, ba thAm nhd, vA ddn méit vao nhitng nguwoi tr
tang trén xudng. A kia r'oi, 1a Claudia, tréng gon gang va sang trong trong
b6 com-1€ trang nha. C6 xudng xe. Ba Oliver budc theo va c6” gitr khoang
cach hop ly.

“That 1a thd vi,” ba Oliver nghi. “Minh dang that sy theo doi mot ai d6!
Giong y nhw trong sdch minh viét. Hon nira, chic minh rat ct¥ vi ¢6 vé nhu

cO &y khong hé nhanra.”



Claudia Reece-Holland qua thyc trong nhw dang chim dim trong suy
nghi riéng. “Trong c6 géi nay ra't c6 nang lwc,” ba Oliver nghi, that khong
khac gi nhan dinh cta ba tredc ddy. “Né&u phai tién doan ké giét nguoi,
mot ngwoi ¢6 kha nang lam tdt viéc da’y, thi minh s€ chon ai dd’y giong c6
ta. That khong may, van chwa c6 ai bi 4m st ca, trir khi Norma da ding khi
cho rang cd di pham tdi giét ngwoi.”

R4t nhiéu céc cong trinh ki€n tric moc 1én trong nhirng nam gan day,
gdy hai hodc lam lgri cho khu vie nay ctia London. Céc toa nha choc trovi
khong I'6, phan 1on theo ba Oliver la ra't xau xi, veeon 1én khdng trung nhw
nhtrng hop di€m hinh vuong.

Claudia di vao trong mét tdoa nha. “Gio thi minh sé bi€t chinh xac,” ba
Oliver nhd tham va di theo sau c6. Bon thang mdy 1én xudng voi vang dién
cuong. “Lan nay sé kho khan hon day,” ba Oliver nghi. Tuy nhi€n, buong
thang mdy kha 1on va nho di vao ngay phit chét, ba Oliver d€ nhi€éu anh
chang cao 1on chen gitra ba va ngwoi ba dang theo doi. Noi Claudia dén
héa ra & ting thr tw. CO di doc theo hanh lang con ba Oliver ndn na lai
ding sau hai trong s& cdc anh chang cao 16n kia, d€y cdnh clra ma co budc
vao. Canh ctra thi ba ti cudi hanh lang. Ba Olive sau dd’y dén ding noi va
c6 the doc dwge dong chir khidc bén trén ctra. Dong chir viét: Cong Ty
TNHH Joshua Restarick.

Pén lic nay, ba Oliver hoan toan khong bi€t phai lam gi ti€p theo. Ba da
tim ra cong ty cia b6" Norma va noi Claudia lam viéc, nhung gio day, sau
khi tinh tdo hon, ba cam tha’y phat hién nay khong c6 gi qua to 1on nhw ba
nghi. Thanh thit ma ndéi, né giup ich dwoc gi khong? Co 1€ 1a khong.

Ba cho thém moét ldc, di bo toe ddu nay dén dau kia hanh lang tim xem

liéu c6 ai hay ho di vao trong Cong ty Restarick khong. C6 hai hay ba co



gai, nhung trong khong c6 gi la. Ba Oliver lai di thang mdy xudng va tha't
vong budc ra khdi tdoa nha. Ba hoan toan khong thé€ nghi dwoc minh cén
phai lam gi ti€p theo. Ba di dao quanh céc dwong phd 1an cin, va ngdm
nghi cé nén vi€ng tham nha tho St. Paul’s.

“Minh c6 th€ d&€n Whispering Gallery va ndéi tham vao da’y,” ba Oliver
nghi. “Kho6ng bi€t viéc nay s€ gitp ich dwoe gi trong vu giét nguoi?”

“Khong dwge,” ba qua quy€t, “minh e la lam th& qua bang bo. Thoi,
khong nén.” Ba trim ngadm budc vé hudng Nha Hat Nang Tién C4. “O ddy
c6 nhi€u co’ hdi hon,” ba nghi.

Ba di ngwoc huwdng cia nhiéu tdoa nha mdi. R6i cam thady bira sang khi
nay so sai qud, ba di vao mot quan café trong khu nay. Quan dong didc vira
phai, gom nhtrng thyc khach an sang mudn. Trong ldc dang mo mang nhin
quanh d€ ki&€m ban, ba Oliver bdng h4a hd'c modm vi kinh ngac. Tai mot ban
sat teong, Norma dang ngdi d6i dién mdt chang thanh nién tré ¢ mai toc
day mau hat dé ngang vai, mdc 4o gi-1€ nhung d6 va 4o khodc sac so'.

“David,” ba Oliver néi trong hoi thé. “Chéc chin 12 David r6i.”

Cau ta va Norma dang néi chuyén rat hao hing.

Sau khi can nhic, ba Oliver dwa ra quyét dinh va ty git dau tan thanh,
roi bang ngang qua phong dén mot canh ctra kin ddo cé ghi “Nu”.

Ba Oliver khong chéc liéu Norma c6 thé nhan ra ba khong. Thuc t& thi
khong phai lic nao nhirng nguwoi trong lo dang cling 1a nhirng ngwoi mo h'
nha't. Lic nay Norma c6 vé nhw sé khong nhin ai khiac ngoai David, nhung
ai ma bi€t duoc?

“Du sao di ntra thi minh nén héa trang mdt chit,” ba Oliver nghi. Ba ty
nhin minh trong chi€c gwong trong xau xi va ban thiu dwgc quan ly dat

trong quén, nghién ctru ti mi va twong tin thir ma ba cho la tim di€m cho



vé ngoai phu ntr, mdi téc. Khong ai bi€t diéu nay ré hon ba Oliver, do ba da
doi kieu toc khong bi€t bao nhiéu Ian, va k&t qua 1a nhiéu lic ban be con
khong nhdn ra ba. Sau khi xem k¥, ba bit dau. Ba 14’y kep ra, thdo vai lon
toc gid, boc chuing lai trong khan tay va nhét vao tdi xach, r€ ngdi gitra, chai
ngrorc vé phia sau dau roi bii 1én. Ba ciing 14y ra cip mat kinh va mang
vao. Lic nay trong ba that sy nghiém tdc! “Gan giong tri thirc 1dm,” ba
Oliver ty tan dwong. Ba thoa chiit son d€ thay doi khudén miéng, va quay tré
ra; di chuy€n mot cach can than vi cdp kinh chi dung doc sach khi€n canh
vat mo di. Ba di ngang qua qudn, va tié€n dén chd trong ngay canh ban ma
David va Norma dang ng6i. Ba ng'6i xuéng d6i dién v&i David. Norma &
gan bén, nhung quay lwng lai phia ba. Vi thé” Norma s€ khong nhin thay
dwoc ba trir khi ¢6 4y quay han ngwdi lai. Co phuc vu tién dén. Ba Oliver
goi ca phé va banh Bath, r'oi xoay x& ng6i cho kin déo.

Norma va David tham chi khong chd y dén ba. Ho dang mai tranh luin
s0i noi. Ba Oliver chi mat mot hai phiit 1a theo kip cudc néi chuyén cta ho.

“... Nhung em chi thich nhitng th& ddy,” David n6i. “Em twdng twong
ching. Tat ca d€u hoan toan, hoan toan v6 ly, em yéu a.”

“Em khong bi€t. Em khong gidi thich dwgrc.” Giong Norma khong vang,
nghe 1a la.

Ba Oliver khong th€ nghe ¢6 ndi ré6 nhw David, vi Norma dang ng6i
quay lung lai v&i ba, giong néi dung duc ctia ¢6 khi€n ba kho chiu. “Cé gi
d6 khong ding & diy,” ba nghi. Rat khong 6n. Ba nh¢ lai cdu chuyén ma
Poirot k€: “C6 &y nghi minh ¢6 th€ da pham tdi gi€t ngwoi.” Van dé cua co6
gdi nay 12 gi? Ao gidc ching? C6 phai tAm tri ctia ¢d Ay bj chdn dong nhe,
hay ¢6 ta qua giét nguoi that roi dang phai chiu deng mot ci s6c toi té?

“Néu em hdi anh, thi ta't cd phién phirc nay 1a do Mary ma ra! Du sao thi



ba ta hoan toan ngu ngdc, va ctt twdng twong rang minh c6 bénh va thé nay
thé khac.”

“Bady c6bi 6m ma.”

“Thoéi dworce roi, ba ta ¢ bi 6m. Bat cir ngwoi phu nir thong minh nao
cling s€ di kham va xin bac si m6t it khang sinh hodc gi da’y, chir khéng rd'i
1€n the".”

“Ba Ay cho rang em d3 giy ra viéc nay. B em ciing nghi th&"”

“Anh néi cho em nghe nay, Norma, em dang twdng twgng ta't ca nhirng
di€u nay.”

“Anh chi néi th& cho em nghe th6éi David a. Anh néi th€” de€ lam em vui
1€n. Gid st nhw em thyc da dwa cho ba &y cai da’y thi sao?”

“Gia str, y em la gi? Em phai bi€t 1a em c6 lam hay khong. Em khong
the h'6 6 nhw vdy dwoc, Nonna.”

“Em khong bi€t nira.”

“Em ctt n6i nhw th&. Em ctt nhic di nhic lai diéu 4. ‘Em khong biét...
Em khong biét’.”

“Anh khong hi€u dau. Anh hoan toan khong bi€t thé nao la cam ghét.
Em da ghét ba ta ngay Tan dau nhin thdy ba y.”

“Anh bi€t. Em n6i v&i anh r'6i.”

“DaYy, that ky la. Em da n6i cho anh nghe, nhung em tham chi khong
nh¢ 1a da k€ voi anh. Anh khong thd'y sao? Thinh thodng em... em lai k€
chuyén cho ngwoi khac. Em néi cho ho bi€t em mudn lam gi, hay da lam
gi, hodc em s€ lam gi. Nhung em con khong nhé 1a em da k€ chuyén voi
ho. Nhw th€ 1a Iic nao em ciing nghi vé nhitng vi€c ddy, va thinh thoang

chiing nhay ra khoi dau va em s€ néi cho nguwoi khac biét. Em da ké cho



anh nghe ma, cé phai khong?”

“U... y anh la... nhin diy nay, dwng c6 nhai di nhai lai viéc da’y nira.”

“Nhwng ma em da ké' cho anh nghe phai khong? Pung khong?”

“Thoéi dwore 101, duwge r'oi! Ai cling s€ néi nhirng diéu dai loai nhw thé'.
“Em ghét ba 2y va em mudn gi€t ba ta. Em nghi la em sé dau doc ba ay!
Nhung ma ddy la nhirng tro con nit, em hi€u y anh khong, nhw thé” 1a em
chwra hoan toan tredng thanh. P6 1a mdt viéc ra't tw nhién. Bon tré ra't hay
néi vay. ‘Toi ghét cai niy ghét cdi kia. Toi s& cit dau dng ta!” Ching van
noi the” & treong, vE thdy gido ma bon ching déc biét khong thich.”

“Anh nghi viéc di’y chi c6 thé thoi sao? Nhung... nghe nhw th€ em van

chwa tredng thanh.”

“ff, vé mot s& mit thi em van chwa dau. N&u nhe em cé the binh tinh
lai, va nhan ra td't cd nhirng viéc nay déu that ngd ngan. Em ghét ba ta thi
c6 van dé gi dau chk? Em da chuyén di va khong phai sdng véi ba ay
nwa.”

“Tai sao em khong nén s6ng trong nha minh... v&i bd em?” Norma hdi.
“That khong cong bang. Hoan toan khong hop 1y chiit ndo. PAu tién ong &y
ra di va bd roi me em, va bay gio, khi 6ng vira quay vé canh em, thi 6ng &y
lai di cwdi Mary. Tat nhién 1a em ghét ba ta va ba &y cling ghét em. Em
tirng nghi d&n viéc giét ba &y, va nghi xem phai lam viéc d&y bang cich
nao. Em twng rd't thich thd v&i nhirng suy nghi nhw thé”. Nhwng roi... khi
ma ba ta thyc sy do bénh...”

David té ra kho6 chiu. “Em khong nghi em 1 mot mu phu thiy hay gi
day, c6 phai khong? Em khong lam twong sap r'oi ddm kim vao chiing hay
lam nhirng viéc nhw th& chx?”

“O khong. Thé thi ngé ngah qua. Nhitng gi em 1am 12 c6 that. Kha that.”



“Nhin anh day nay, Norma, em néi viéc day c6 that nghia 1a sao?”

“Cdi chai da & do6, trong ngian kéo cia em. PBing, em m& ngan kéo va
tha’y n6.”

“Chai gi?”

“The Dragon Exterminator. Thu6c diét cd dai hang dau. Nhan ghi nhuw
th€”. Chai xit c6 mau xanh dam &y. Ngoai nhan con ghi ro l1a ‘Can than va
Pdc hai’ nwra.”

“Em c¢6 mua n6 khong? Hay em chi tim thay né th6i?”

“Em khong biét la em ¢6 né tw dau, nhung ma né & do, trong ngan kéo
cuia em, va da voii di phan nira.”

“Varoiem... em... nho la...”

“Vang,” Norma néi. “bung...” Giong c6 mo mang. “Vang... luc ddy
em nhw nhé lai moi chuyén. Anh ciing nghi th&, c6 ding khong anh
David?”

“Anh khdng biét phai lam gi v&i em, Norma a. Anh that sy khong biét.
Anh nghi 12 bing c4ch ndo ddy, em dang tw dyng tit cd moi viéc 1én va tu
néi v&i chinh minh.”

“Nhwng ma ba &y da phai vao vién, d€ theo doi. Cac bac sira't bdi rdi va
khong hieu dwgc chuyén gi dang xay ra. R6i khong thady c¢é gi bat on nira
nén ba ta dwoc vE nha... va roi ba &y lai d5 bénh, va em bit d4u thay so
hdi. B& bit d4u nhin em v&i thai d6 ky la, va roi cé bac si d&n, ho néi
chuyén trong phong doc siach va dong chat ctra lai. Em di vong phia bén
ngoai, 1én dén ctra s& va cd ging ldng nghe. Em mudn nghe ho néi gi. Ho
da cung ban k& hoach... d€ giri em d&€n mot noi va giam em ¢ da'y! Noi ma

em s€ trai qua ‘qua trinh di€u tri’... hay gi ddy. Ho nghi 1a, anh biét day,



em bi dién, va em da ra't hoang s¢... B&i vi... vi em khong ro 1a em da lam
gi va khong lam gi.”

“Co6 phai lic d6 em bd tron khong?”

“Khong... d6 la sau nay...”

“N6i cho anh biét di.”

“Em khong mudn néi thém vE viéc da’y nwra.”

“Sém hay mudn thi em cling phai cho ho biét 1a em dang & dau...”

“Em s€ khong dau! Em ghét bon hg. Em ghét b em nhi€u nhw em ghét
Mary vdy. Em wdc gi bon ho chét di. Em mong 1a ca hai cung chét di.
R6i... chic em s& lai hanh phuic.”

“Purng d€ bi kich dong nhw thé! Nhin diay nay, Norma...” Cau ta bdi roi
ngung lai... “Anh rat khong sin sang cho hdn nhin va nhirng tht rdc rudi
nhw the... Y anh la anh khong nghi minh s& dinh vio nhitng viéc nhw
vay... it nhat Ia trong nhi€u ndm ntra. Khong ai mudn ty tréi budc minh
lai... nhwng anh nghi d6 la viéc t6t nha't ma ching ta c6 th€ l1am, em bi€t
ma. Chung minh k€t hon di. B&€n van phong dang ky hay gi ddy. Em sé
phai n6i 1a em trén hai mot tudi. Cudn toéc 1€n, deo kinh vao. N6 s€ khi€n
em trong gia hon mot chidt. Mot khi chiing ta cwdi nhau, b6 em sé khong
lam dworc gi ca. Ong dy s& khong the g&i em dén ‘noi 4y’ dwoc. Ong ta s&
ba't lyc thoi.”

“Em ghét ong ta.”

“C6 vé nhrr em ghét td't ca moi nguwoi.”

“Chi c6 bd va Mary thoi.”

“ff, ma xét cho cung, viéc mot ngwoi dan 6ng tdi hdn la hoan toan ty

nhién.”



“Hay nhin nhtrng gi 6ng a4’y gay ra cho me em di.”

“Ta’t cd nhirng viéc 8y da xdy ra qua 1au r'6i.”

“Vang. Lic d&y em chi 12 mot dira tré, nhung em vin con nhé. Ong 8y
ra di va bd roi me con em. Ong &y g&i qua cho em vao dip Gidng Sinh...
nhwng 6ng ta khdng bao gio’ dé€n tham ca. Lic Ong ta quay trd lai, em thim
chi con khong biét liéu minh c6 tung gip Ong &y trén ph6 khong. Luc Ay
ong 4y hoan toan khéng c¢6 y nghia gi v&i em ca. Em nghi la 6ng ta ciing da
giam me em lai. Ba 4y thwong hay di ving mdi lic bi 8m. Em khong biét
me di ddu. Em khong bi€t chuyén gi da xay ra voi ba &y. Nhiéu ldc em tw
héi... em mudén bi€t, David a. Em nghi 1a, anh biét da’y, dau 6c em cé gi
da’y khong on, va mot ngay nao da’y né sé khi€n em lam mdt viéc gi da'y vo
cung toi t€. Gidng chuyén con dao.”

“Con dao g1?”

“Ciing khong cé gi quan trong dau. Chi 1a mét con dao.”

“Nao, em khong th€ cho anh biét 1a em dang néi gi a?”’

“Em nghi 1a n6 ¢6 vét mdu trén d6... né dwece gidu... dudi ddng vé cia
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em.

“Em c6 nhé 1a minh da gidu con dao & da’y khong?”

“Em nghi th&. Nhung em khong th€ nho 1a tredrc dd'y em da lam gi voi
n6. Em khong nhé dwoc 1a em da & déu... Hin mot tieng dong h'o t61 hom
ay. Em khong bi€t 1a em da di dau trong mot ti€ng ay. Em da ¢ dau do va
lam gi d6.”

“Im ldng nao!” Ciu ta nhanh chong rit 1€n khi ¢6 phuc vu ti€n dé€n ban
ctia ho. “Em s€ khong sao dau. Anh s€ chdm s6c cho em. Hay an thém chut

gi di,” cau cam thyc don 1én va ndi 1én véi c¢d6 boi ban: “Hai banh dau



nwong.”



CHUONG 8

Hercule Poirot dang doc cho Lemon, c6 thw ky cua 6ng ghi chép.

“Va méc du rd't cam kich trwdc vinh dy ma ngai danh cho t6i, toi ra't ti€c
phai thong béo ring...”

Chudng dién thoai reo. C6 Lemon dwa tay v&i 18y né. “Vang? Ai a?” Co6
dat tay 1én d'ng nghe va néi voi Poirot: “La ba Oliver.”

“A... ba Oliver,” Poirot néi. Liic nay du rd't khong mudn bi gian doan,
nhwng 6ng van nhan 13y 6ng nghe tir ¢6 Lemon. “Ald,” dng néi. “Hercule
Poirot day.”

“0, ong Poirot. That ming 1a tdi lién lac dwore véi dng. Toi da tim thay
cO ta cho Oong roi day!”

“Xin 16i?”

“Tbdi tim thay c6 Ay roi. Co gdi ctia 6ng! Ong nhé khong, cdi ¢6 pham
toi gi€t ngwoi hodc nghi la the”. Co &y cling ¢6 néi vE viéc ddy nira, rat
nhi€u. T61 nghi 1a c6 ta mat tri roi. Nhwng thoi khong can lvu tm dén viéc
d&y ldc nay dau. Ong c6 mudn dén gip co 4y khong?”

“Ba dang ¢ dau day, ba yéu quy?”

“Pau ddy gitra nha tho' St. Paul’s va Nha Hat Nang Tién Ca. O khu nay.

Puwong Calthorpe,” ba Oliver n6i, ddt nhién nhin ra khoi hop dién thoai noi



minh dang ding. “Ong c6 cho ring 6ng c6 the dén day that nhanh khong?
Ching dang & trong quan an.”

“Chung?”

“A, cO &y va cdi ngudi ma tdi cho 13 cu ban trai khong twong xtng kia.
Thyec ra cau &y trong kha dwoe, va ¢6 vé ra't thich cd &y nira. T6i khong the
hi€u dwoee tai sao. Con nguwoi that la ky. Ma théi, t6i khong mudén néi thém
nira vi t6i mudn tré vao trong. Toi theo ddi bon chiing ma, 6ng biét day.
To6i vao quan va thad’y ching & day.”

“A hd? Ba that thong minh da’y.”

“Khong dau, khong heé chiit nao. Mot sy tinh cor thuén tdy théi. Toi di
vao mdt quan ca phé nhd va c6 ta ng6i ngay daYy.”

“A. Vay thi ba that 13 may mé&n. Piéu ndy ciing quan trong khong kém.”

“Va t6i ng'6i ban k& bén ho, nhung cd &y quay lwng lai v&i t6i. Ma du
sao thi tdi cling khong nghi 1a ¢6 ta s€ nhan ra t6i. Toi da chai lai ki€u toc
mot chit. Ma ching ¢ néi chuyén nhw th€ trén thé” gian nay chi con lai hai
ngwoi, va khi ching goi mot mén khac, 1a mén dau nwdng, té6i qua khong
chiu dwgrc cai mon nay...”

“Pung ban tdm d&€n moén Ay nira. Ba k€ ti€p di. R6i ba bd di goi dién
thoai cho t6i. C6 phai khong?”

“Ping ro6i. Mon ddu nwdng cho tdi thém chut thoi gian. Va gior thi toi
nén quay vao diy. Hoic toi s& di quanh quan bén ngoai chiit. Ma 6ng ging
dén day som di.”

“Tén cuia quan ca phé da'y la gi?”

“The Merry Shamrock... nhung né trong khong thi vi 1dm. Thyc t& 1a

trong hoi ban nira, nhwng ma ca phé thi kha ngon.”



“Khong can néi nhi€u nira. Ba quay vao di. To6i s€ dé€n ngay.”

“Tuyét voi!,” ba Oliver ndi, va cip may.

C6 Lemon, ludn té ra hiéu qua, da xudng dwong tredc va dirng canh taxi
viy sin cho 6ng. Co khong hoi gi va ciing khong ra vé to mo. Co ciing
khong néi cho Poirot biét minh s& lam gi trong lic 6ng di ving. Co ta
khong c¢an phai bao cdo v&i 6ng. Co &y ludn bi€t minh s€ lam gi va nhirng
gi ¢0 1am van thwong ding.

Poirot d&n diing géc dwong Calthorpe. Ong xudng xe, trd tién va nhin
quanh, 6ng thay The Merry Shamrock nhung 6ng khong thay ai gan dd’y c6
chit gi gidng ba Oliver, dii ¢6 cai trang tot cich maYy. Ong rao budc dén
cudi dwong va quay lai. Khong c¢6 ba Oliver. Hodc 1a cdp d6i ma ho quan
tam da roi khdi quan va ba Oliver lai tiép tuc cudc vién chinh theo ho, con
khong thi... d€ trd loi, 6ng di dé€n ctra quan ca phé. Hoi nwde khién that
kho nhin vao bén trong.

Ong nhe nhang d4y cira budc vao. Poi mét lwdt nhanh quanh quan. Ong
ngay lap tirc nhin tha'y c6 gdi da dén tim gdp minh. C6 dang ng'6i mot minh
& ban sat twong. Hit thudc va nhin chdm chim vao tredc mit. Nhw dang
chim d&m mé man trong suy nghi. “Khdng, khdng phai thé&,” Poirot nghi.
Chflng c6 bat ky suy nghi nao ca. C6 ta dang mé€ man trong quén lang. Co
ay dang & mot noi nao d6 khac.

Ong ling 1& bing ngang cin phong va ng'di xudng chiéc ghé& doi dién

cd. Co ngude nhin 1€n, va it ra dng cling cam tha’y kha hai long khi biét ¢6



nhin ra ong.

“Va ching ta lai gdp nhau, thwa c6,” 6ng vui vé néi. “T6i thay la cd
nhin ra t61.”

“DPung vy, to1 nhan ra 6ng.”

“T6i ludn thay vui khi ¢6 ¢ gai tré nao nhan ra minh du chi vwa gap
dwoc mot T4n trong mot khoang thoi gian ra't ngén.”

Co ti&€p tuc nhin 6ng ma khong néi 1o nao.

“Va toi c6 the' hdi 1a lam thé nao ma cd bi€t t6i khong? Diu gi da khién
cO nhan ra t61?”

“B0 rdu,” Norma néi ngay 14p tirc. “Khong th€ 1a ai khac dwgce.”

Ong tha’y hai 1ong v&i sw quan sit d6 va vudt ve hang ria mép véi niém
tyr hao 14n kiéu cing ma 6ng hay d€'16 trong nhitng liic th& nay.

“A vang, ra't ding. Khéng c6 nhiéu nguoi bo rau giong téi dau. Trong
n6 cling kha dwoc ma, phai khong?”

“Vang... O vang... toi cho 1a the"”

“A, co co veé khong sanh vé rau ria 1dm, nhung t6i c6 thé néi cho co biét,
thwa cd Restarick... ¢c6 Norma Restarick, phai khong?... B rdu cua toi
thudc loai kha dwoc day.”

Ong c& ¥ nhdn manh vio tén cb. Thoat nhin twdng c6 nhuw dang khong
chi y d&n bat c diéu gi xung quanh, nhr dang & dau xa xo6i, nén Ong tw
hdi li€u cd c6 d€'y khdng. Qua nhi€n. C6 giat minh.

“Lam th& nao ma 6ng bi€t dworc tén t61?” ¢d noi.

“Ping th&’, sang &y ldc dén gap t6i, c6 da khdng cho ngwoi hdu nha toi
bi€t tén.”

“Lam thé nao ma 6ng bi€t duwgrc? Lam sao ma 6ng biét dwore? Ai néi voi



ong?”

Ong nhén ra sy hoang h&t xen 14n ndi so hii.

“Mo6t nguoi ban néi cho t6i biét,” dng ndi. “Ban be von rd't htru ich.”

“Laai?”

“Ti€u thw a, ¢6 thich gitr bi mat riéng khong cho t6i bi€t. Va tdi ciing c6
s¢& thich khong ti€t 16 vai diéu nho nhd vi ¢d.”

“T6i khong hi€u dwore lam cach nao ma 6ng cé the' biét toi la ai.”

“T6i 1a Hercule Poirot,” Poirot néi, v&i vé thanh cao ty hao thwong thd'y.
Sau d6, 6ng nhwong phan cha déng lai cho ¢6, chi don thuin ng'6i mim
cwoi nhe nhang.

“T6i...” co bit dau, sau d6 dirng lai. “...6ng s&...” cd ngdp ngiing.

“T61 bi€t sang hom da’y chung ta chwa n61 duegrc nhi€u,” Hercule Poirot
n6i. “Chi kip dén lic c6 néi cho t6i nghe 1a cd da pham tdi gi€t ngwoi.”

“O viéc d6!”

“Vang, thra c0, viéc 2y day.”

“Nhwng... y toi ta't nhién khong phai la thé". Téi khdong c¢6 bat ky y gi
nhw vy cd. D6 chi 1a mdt tro dua thoi.”

“That sao? C6 dén tim gdp toi ldc sdng som, va ndi la c6 chuyén khan
cip. Vi cd c6 th€ da giét ngwoi. Tro duia chia cd nhw vy sao?”

Co6 phuc vu dang lang vang gan diy, dwa mét nhin Poirot khong roi,
thinh linh ti€n d&n chd 6ng va chia ra tred'c mit Ong mot thie trong nhw mot
con thuyén gid’y loai danh cho tré nhd choi trong phong tdm.

“Cé4i nay 1a danh cho 6ng?” c¢d &y néi. “Ong Poirot? Mot quy ba da d&
lai cho 6ng.”

“A dung ro1,” Poirot ndi. “Va lam thé nao ma co6 bi€t dwore to1 1a a1?”



“Ba ta n6i téi s€ nhan ra hang ria mép cia 6ng. Ba ay bdo 1a tdi chua

trng thay hang ria mép nao nhw thé ca. Va ba 4’y ndi cing ding,” ¢ ndi
y y
thém, nhin n6 cham cham.

“Vang, cam on ¢6 rat nhiéu.”

Poirot nhan 18y chi€c thuyén, thdo va vudt thang né ra; 6ng doc dwoc
vai chr vi€t voi bang but chi: Cdu dy di roi. Con co ta thi & lai, nén toi giao
co dy cho ong, con toi sé di theo cdu ta. Ky tén 1a Ariadne.

“A ding r'6i,” Hercule Poirot néi, gdp tor gidy lai va tha vao tdi éo.
“Chtng ta dang néi chuyén gi nhi? A, vé 6¢ hai hwdc cua ¢, c6 Restarick.”

“Ong chi biét tén t6i thdi hay la... hay 6ng bi€t moi thir vEé t6i?”

“To1 bi€t mot vai diéu ve c¢6. Co tén la Norma Restarick, hién s6ng tai
67 Borodene Mansions, London. Nha c6 thi ¢ Crosshedges, Long Basing.
C6 sdng & day v&i bd, me k&, dng chi va... a ding roi, co gidp viéc. Co
tha'y day, t6i bi€t kha kha tin tiec.”

“Ong da cho nguoi theo doi t6i.”

“Khong, khong,” Poirot néi. “Hoan toan khong, vé viéc daYy, tdi co the
htra danh dy v&i ¢o.”

“Nhwng 6ng khdng phdi 1a canh sat, c6 phai khong? Ong khdng néi the”.”

“To6i khong phai la canh sat, ding vay.”

Sw ngo vue va vé thach thicc noi cd géi sup do.

“T6i khong bi€t phai lam gi,” ¢6 ndi.

g p &l,

“T61 khong ¢d thuy€t phuc co6 thué to1 lam viéc dau,” Poirot noi. “Co co

noi la toi qua gia roi. Co the la cd ndi ding. Nhuwng do tdi bi€t ¢6 1a ai va
i€t mot vai diéu vEé cd, khong ¢6 1y do gi ma chiing ta khong th€ thao luin
bi€t mot vai d kh ly d hing ta khong the' thdo |

mot cdch than thién hdoa nhi vé nhitng ric rdi dang khién co6 wu phién.



Nhitng ngudi 16n tudi, cd phai nhé rang, dit khong c6 nhiéu kha ning hanh
dong, van s& hitu mot kho tang kinh nghiém ra't ¢6 ich day.”

Norma ti€p tuc nhin 6ng ddy nghi ngai, 4nh nhin chim cham v&i ddi mét
mo to trede day da khi€n 6ng bon ch'on. Nhwng ¢ dang trong tinh huéng
kho xtr, con ngay lic nay, Poirot dodn cd ta lai dang mong mudn dwoc gidi
bay.

Khong hiéu sao Poirot ludn khién ngudi khac dé mé long.

“Ho nghi Ia t6i bi di€n,” c¢d noi huych toet ra. “Va... va toi cing nghi
vay. bién r6.”

“P¢6 1a di€m thd vi nha't,” Hercule Poirot phan kh&i néi. “Cé nhi€u cach
goi tén khac nhau cho nhtng chuyén thé nay. Nhirng céi tén hoanh tring
dwoee dat bdi cac nha tAm théan hoc, tAm 1y hoc va van van. Nhwng khi néi
dién 10, d6 la to ngwoi theong hay dung. Ciing dwore thoi, ¢6 bi dién, hay
cd trong nhw nguoi dién, hay c6 nghi la ¢6 bi dién, hodc cd c6 th€ bj dién
that. Nhwng tat cd d€u nhw nhau n€u tinh hinh khdng qua tram trong.
Nguoi ta gdp treong hop thé nay rat nhiéu, va voi phwong phdp diéu tri
thich hop thi s& dé dang dwoc chira khdi. N6 xdy ra khi tinh thdn qud cing
theamg, lo 1&ng qua nhiéu, hoc thi qud nhiéu, hay qud d€ tAm dén cam xiic,
qué sting dao hay thi€u long tin vao ton gido mdt cach tham hai, hay c6 1y
do chinh dang gi dd'y de ghét b6" me ctia ho! Hodc, tdt nhién r'oi, né don
gian cling c6 th€ xdy ra khi nguoi ta ¢6 mét tinh yéu khdong nhw y muén.”

“To61 ghét me k& va to1 nghi la phn nao to1 cing ghét bd t6i. Nghe qua
dang, c6 phai khong?”

“Thong thwong thi nguoi ta chi s€ ghét mot bén thdi,” Poirot néi. “Toi
cho la c6 ra't yéu me rudt cia minh. Ba &y da li di hay 1a ma't r6i?”

“Mat roi. Me t61 ma't cich day hai hay ba ndm.”



“Va cd da rat lo lang va quan tAm cho me minh ding khong?”

“Vang, t6i cho 12 th&". Y t6i td't nhién 12 the". Ba &y 1a ngwdi hay dau 6m
nén ba't lyc, 6ng bi€t da’y, va phai d€n bénh x4 kha nhiéu.”

“Con bo ¢0 thi sao?”

“B0 toi dd ra nwde ngoai trude d6. Ong &y di Nam Phi ldc t6i méi nim
hay sdu tudi. T6i nghi 1a 6ng &y mudn me tdi li di Ong ta nhung ba da
khong 1am thé&. Ong &y dén Nam Phi va khai thdc mé hay gi dd’y. Di sao,
ong Ay thwong viét thu cho toi vao mdi Gidng Sinh, va g&i qua hay sip x&p
ai d6 mang qua cho t6i. Chi vay thoi. Nén voi t6i Ong ta dwong nhw khong
bao gio’ 1a ¢6 that. MOt nam trwedre vi phai gidi quyét cong chuyén cta chi
toi va cac van deé lién quan dén tai chinh, 6ng quay vé. Va khi tr¢ vé nha
thi 6ng &y... mang ngwoi v mdi nay veé cung.”

“Va co khong hai long voi viéc nay?”

“Khong hé.”

“Nhung lic ddy me ¢6 da mat r'oi. Viéc mot ngwoi dan 6ng tdi hon thi
khong c6 gi 1a bat thwong, co biét dd’y. Pac biét khi 6ng ta va vor da khong
chung s6ng trong nhi€u nam. Ngwoi vor ma 6ng mang vé nay, c6 phai la
ngwoi ma tredc ddy ong &y mubn két hon cung, khi 6ng yéu cau me ¢o li
di khong?”

“0, khong, ngudi nay khé tré. Rat dep. Va ba 4y 1am nhw thé ba ta sé
htru bd' t6i vay!”

C6 ngwng mdt chdt roéi ti€p, voi mot giong hoi tré con. “Toi twdng Tan
tré lai nay, ong 4y s€ yéu thwong va quan tam chd y dén toi... nhung ma ba
ta khong cho phép bd t61 lam viéc ay. Ba &y chdng lai t61. Ba &y da gat t61

ra ngoai.”



“Nhuwng & tudi cia c6 thi viéc nay hoan toan chaalng quan trong. D6 that
ra lai diéu t6t. Gio diy c6 khdng can ba't ky ai trong nom chdm sé¢ cho
minh. C6 cé the ty 14p, c6 the tdn hwdng cudc s6ng, cd the ty chon ban cho
minh...”

“Ong s& khong nghi the’ dau, néu biét nhitng gi dién ra tai nha! A, y tbi
la viéc tw chon ban cho minh.”

“Céc cO gai ngay nay da phan déu phai chiu nhiéu chi trich V€& ban be
cua ho,” Poirot néi.

“Ta't ca déu rat khac,” Norma néi. “B& t6i hoan toan khdng phai nhw
nhitng gi tdi nhé vé dng &y lic toi ndm tudi. Ong Ay ting choi v&i toi sudt
ngay, va ra't vui v&. Bay gic thi trong dng ta khéng con hanh phic niva. Ong
talo lﬁng, khé chiu va hung dw va... 6i ra't khac.”

“T6i doan chung chuyén Ay da xay ra cach diy mwoi 1am nam r'6i. Con
ngwoi thay d6i ma.”

“Nhwng c6 can phai doi khac nhiéu thé khong?”

“Ngoai hinh 06ng 8y c6 thay doi gi khong?”

“Khong, khong, cdi dd’y thi khong. N&u 6ng thi’y hinh treo trén chd dng
a4y ng'6i, mac du day la khi bd' tdi con tré, tré hon bay gio ra't nhi€u, nhwng
né trong y hét dng &y lic nay. Nhwng d6 hoan toan khong phai la nhirng gi
toi nh¢’ vé Ong ay.”

“Nhung cd biét da’y, c6 gai yéu quy a,” Poirot néi nhe nhang. “Nguoi ta
khong bao gio gidng nhw nhirng gi ¢6 nhd vé ho cd. Nam thang qua di,
cang lic cd cang tao ra hinh dnh nhw nhitng gi ¢c6 mong mudn vé ho, va
nhrr c6 nghi 12 ¢6 nhd vé ho nhw thé. N&u c¢6 mudn nhé la ho rat dé
thwong va hanh phic va xinh dep, cd dang bi€n ho tré nén qua khac xa so

v&i thye € day.”



“Ong nghi vay sao? Ong that sy nghi vay 4?” C6 dirng lai va sau d6 dot
ngdt ndi. “Nhung tai sao dng lai nghi 1a t6i mudn giét nguoi?”

Cau hoi bat ra hoan toan ty nhién. N6 Itrng lo’ gitra hai nguoi ho. Cudi
cuing thi ciing di d&n thoi khic quan trong r'o6i, Poirot nghi.

“P6 1a mdt cau héi kha thad vi,” Poirot ndi. “Va cé the€ nguyén do cia nd
cling thid vi khong kém. Béc si s& cho c6 céu tra 1. Ong &y biét.”

C6 phan trng nhanh chong.

“T61 khong di bac st dau. To1 s€ khong dén gan bac si nao hét! Bon ho
mudn gd&i tdi d€n bac si, va r'oi giam ham t6i & mdt noi dién loan nao day
va khong bao gio’ cho phép t6i ra ngoai nira. T6i sé khong lam ba't cir diéu
gi nhw thé&”.” C6 chat vat dirng day.

“T6i khong phéi 1a nguoi dwa c6 dén gidp bac si. C6 khong can phai
hoang hdt nhw vdy dau. Co6 hoan toan cé thé€ ty minh lam thé n€u ¢6 thich.
C6 c6 thé ndi cho 6ng ta bi€t tdt ca nhirng gi ma c¢6 da ndi cho tdi nghe, va
hdi 6ng &Yy tai sao, c6 the dng ta sé cho c6 bi€t nguyén nhan.”

“David ciling néi th€". b6 la nhirng gi David bdo t6i nén lam nhung toi
khong nghi la... toi khong nghi l1a anh &y hi€u dwoe. Toi s€ phai néi cho
bdc si nghe 12 tdi... tdi c¢6 the di gdng 1am gi day...”

“Diéu gi da khi€n cd nghi the™?”

“Vi khong phai ldc nao t6i ciing nhé minh da lam gi... hay da & dau. Toi
mat ky rc tdm mot ti€ng d6ng h'd... hay hai ti€ng... va to6i khong tai nao
nh¢d dwoe. C6 Tan téi ding ngoai hanh lang... bén ngoai mdt canh ctra, cira
phong ba &y. T6i cam gi ddy trong tay... toi khong bi€t lam thé& nao ma toi
c6 duwoe né. Ba ta tién Ve phia toi... Nhung khi d&n gan, sic miit ba ta thay

d6i. Khong con la ba &y nira. Ma da bién thanh mo6t nguoi khac.”



“C6 1€ 1a ¢6 dang nh¢& lai mot con 4c mong. Trong mo’ ding 1a nguoi ta
thay d6i hoan toan thanh mét ngwoi khac.”

“Khong phai la mdt con 4c mong dau. T6i da nhat khau sing 1€n... N6
nim dé ngay dwdi chan toi...”

“O trong hanh lang a?”

“Khong, trong san. Co6 8y dén va 18y né di.”

“Ai?”

“Claudia. C6 dan t6i 1&én T4u va cho t6i udng thit gi dé ding ding.”

“Me k€& cua 0 lic day & dau?”

“Ba ta ciing ¢ ddy... Khong, khong c6 & ddy. Ba &y & Crosshedges.
Hodc trong bénh vién. o da’y nguoi ta phat hién ra la ba &y bj dau doc... va
toi 1a tha pham.”

“Khong nha't thi€t phai 1a ¢6... ¢6 th€ la mot ngwoi khac.”

“C6 th€’l1a ai khac chw?”

“Co th€'la... chdng ba ta.”

“Bo t6i w? Tai sao 6ng &y lai mudn dau déc Mary co’ chiz? Ong ra't hét
long véi ba ta. Ong ta mé man ba Ay!”

“Trong nha con ¢6 nguoi khac ma, ¢ phai khong?”

“Cht Roderick gia 4? Vo 1y!”

“Khong biét dwore,” Poirot néi. “Tam tri dng &y c¢b theé bi anh hwdng. C6
theé 6ng ta nghi nhi€ém vu cia minh l1a dau doc ntr gian di€p xinh dep. Pai
loai vay.”

“Né&u thé& sé ra't thu vi,” Norma néi, nha't thoi thd'y budn cwoi, va néi
hoan toan ty nhi€n. “Chu Roderick c6 li€én quan rat nhiéu dén gian diep va

ra't nhiéu thwr trong cudc chi€n vira qua. Con ai khac ntra nhi? Sonia? Co ta



c6 thé' la mot niv gian diép xinh dep, nhwng trong hinh dung cta tdi thi
khong phai the".”

“ff, va xem ra cd &y dau c6 co gi ma dau doc me k& cua cd. Toi cho la
con ¢6 ngwei gidp viée va tho’ lam veon nira phai khéng?”

“Khong, bon ho chi dén trong ngay théi. Toi khong nghi la... &, ho cling
ching ¢6 1y do gi lam th&.”

“Ba ta ¢4 the’ ty minh lam di€u 8y.”

“Y 6ng la tw tix 47”7

“Po6 1a mot kha nang.”

“T6i khong thé nao twdng twong dwoe viéc Mary ty ti. Ba &y qua khon
ngoan. Va tai sao ba ta lai mudn lam vay ch?”

“Pling th&, c6 cam thay ring néu lam viéc nay, ba &y s& chon dit dau
vao trong 10 ga, hay s& nim trén giwong va udng thudc ngl qua liéu. C6
phai th&¢’khong?”

“Vang, chic hin 12 s& tw nhién hon. Nén la ong thdy day,” Norma néi
mot cach nghiém tuc. “Hin 12 t6i 1am r6i.”

“A ha,” Poirot néi. “Hay ddy. C6 c¢6 vé thich ngwdi d6 1a minh hon. Co
bi hap dan bdi y twdng 12 chinh tay c6 da dung liu thudc chét ngwoi da'y,
hay lam gi twong ty. Pung the’, ¢6 thich y nght d6.”

“Sao 0ng lai dam ndi thé&? Sao 6ng ¢ the?”

“Vi toi nghi ring d6 12 sy that,” Poirot néi. “Tai sao y nghi rang cd c6
the da pham tdi gi€t nguoi lai kich thich va lam ¢6 thay hai long?”

“biéu d6 khong dung.”

“Kho tin da’y,” Poirot noi.

C6 nha’c tdi xach 1én va cam thay ngén tay minh run ray.



“T6i sé khong ngdi diy d€ nghe dng ndi nhirng diéu khing khi€p nay
dau.” CO ra hiéu, va c¢6 phuc vu dén, vi€t hoéa don, xé nod ra va dit xuéng
canh dia cua Norma.

“Xin cho phép t61,” Hercule Poirot noi.

Ong khéo 1éo it mau gid’y, va chuah bj rit vi ra. C6 giat nd lai.

“Khong, t6i s€ khong d€ dng tra ti€n cho t6i.”

“Ne€u co thich vay,” Poirot noi.

Ong da tha’y nhitng gi ma 6ng mudn. Héa don danh cho hai ngudi. C6
vé nhw cdu David t6t ma &y hoan toan khong phan d61 khi ban géi tra tién
cho minh.

“Thi ra 1a ¢6 ¢4 hen ban, tdi hi€u roi.”

“Lam sao ma 6ng bi€t dworc 1a tdi ¢ di chung voi ai?”

“Toi1 ndi 101, toi biet dwoc kha kha.”

Co dat tién 1én trén ban va dirng day. “Toi di day,” cd néi, “va téi cAm
ong di theo t6i.”

“T6i khong nghi minh theo kip dau,” Poirot néi. “C6 phai nho 1a toi da
c6 tudi roi. N&u cd chay xudng dwdng thi toi chidc chdn khong the nao theo
co duoc.”

Co ding day va tién dén cira. “Ong nghe r'di chit? Ong khong dwoc di
theo t61.”

“It nhat hay cho phép t6i mé& cira cho ¢d.” Ong lam th& véi nét khoa
treong. “Chao tam biét, thwa ¢6.”

C6 ném cdi nhin ngo vic V€ phia 6ng va di nhanh xudng phd, thinh
thodng quay lai d€ nhin ching. Poirot van dirng nhin & cira chir khong ¢ di

theo ¢6. Khi ¢6 di khud't, ong quay vao trong quan.



“Va ta't ca chuyén nay nghia la gi kia ch?” Poirot ty nhu.

Co phuc vu ti€n vE phia 6ng, nét mat 16 vé khdng hai long. Poirot veE lai
ban va goi mot tich ca phé d€ xoa dju cb ta. “O’ diy c6 ditu gi d6 rat ky la
& day,” Poirot Tam bam. “Ping, qua that 1a c6 gi d6 rat la lung.”

Mot tach chi't 16ng mau be nhat dwoc dit trede mit 6ng. Ong nhap mot
ngum va nhdn mat.

Ong tw hoi lic nay khéng biét ba Oliver dang & dau.



CHUONG 9

Ba Oliver ngdi trong xe buyt. DU hoi hdn hén, ba van rat thich thd véoi
cudc san dudi nay. Nguwoi ma ba tham goi 1a Chang Cong budc di thoan
thoét. Ba Oliver vd'n khdng di dwoe nhanh. Ba di doc bo ke khodng tAm hai
muoi thwede sau ciu ta. D€n Charing Cross, ciu ré vao bén tau dién ngam.
Ba Oliver cing di theo vao. b€n Sloane Square, cu xudng bén va di ra
ngoai, va ba Oliver ciling vdy. Ba dirng trong hang cho xe buyt cach ciu ba
bon ngwei. Cau Ién xe va ba ciing thé”. Cau xudng & World’s End, ba xudng
theo. C4u lao vio mé cung réc 18i clia cdc dwdng nam gitta dwong King va
con song. Ciu ré vao noi trong nhw sian clia mot ngwoi the xay. Ba Oliver
nép vao bong ram noi 6 ctra va quan sat. R'6i cau di vao mdt con hém, ba
Oliver dori mot 1at va di theo... nhung ciu &y da bien mat.

Ba Oliver tham do xung quanh. Toan by noi nay trong cé vé do nat. Ba
di lang thang vao sau hon trong con hém. C6 rat nhiéu hém khac dam ra tw
day... mdt s& 1a ngd cut. Ba hoan toan mat phwong hwdng khi ma T'an nira
quay lai san cua ngwoi thor xay. Mot giong ndi cdt 1én ngay sau leng khién
ba giat minh. Giong ndi lich sy cdt 1én: “T6i hy vong la to1 da khong di qua
nhanh.”

Ba quay ngodt lai. Dot nhién cudc rrot dudi bdc phat vui vé va tudng



chirng nhe nhang da khong con nira. No6i s¢ hai dot ngdt xAm chiém 14y ba.
Dung, ba s¢r. Bau khong khi bong nhién nhudm mau de doa. Du giong néi
ké kia van d& chju va lich sy, nhung ba biét ding sau ddy 1a con gian dir.
Ba 167 rdm nhd lai tit cd nhitng gi tirng ding trén bdo. Phu nit cao tudi bi
tdn cOng b&i cdc bang nhém. Céc thanh nién tré, tan nhan, doc 4c, long tran
day han thi va mong mudn lam hai ngwoi khac. Pay la ciu thanh nién ma
ba dang theo doi. C4u da bi€t dén sw ¢c6 mat cua ba, nén da lan trdn va roi
theo ba vao trong con hém nay, va gio’ diy thi dang dirng d6 ngéan can ba ra
ngoai. Moi thtr & London nay déu thit mong manh. M¢i diy thoi xung
quanh ban ¢6 ra't nhiéu ngwoi, nhung chi trong chd'c lat chéng con ai trong
£Am nhin. Chic chén 12 c6 ai 4’y trong con phd bén canh, hoic & gan day,
nhwng ldc nay, gan hon thé 1a mét hinh dang cao 16, véi doi ban tay manh
mé tan nhan. Ba c6 cam gidc rang ldc ndy, ciu Ay dang nghi d&n viéc st
dung doi tay kia... Chang Cong. Mot con cong kiéu hanh. Trong bd do6
nhung va quan den bo thanh lich, giong néi mia mai nhe nhang nhwng bén
trong lai ddy 4p gidn dir... Ba Oliver thé hit ra ba Ian. Rdi trong mot
khodnh khic quyét dinh chép nhodng, ba nhanh chéng twdng twong 1én
mot birc twong phong thid cho minh. Ngay 14p tirc, ba ngdi xudng thuing rac
sat trong kha gan chd ba.

“Troi dat, cdu lam t6i gidt hét cd minh,” ba néi. “T6i hoan toan khong
bi€t 1a cau & da’y. Hy vong la t6i da khong qua’y ray cdu.”

“Thé& ba dang theo doi toi a?”

“Pling vdy, tdi e 12 minh di lam th&. Chic 12 ciu s& tha’y kha khé chiu.
Cau tha’y diy toi nghi n6 s& 1a mot cor hdi that tuyét voi. Toi chic chén 1a
cau dang gian d kinh khing nhwng ma khong can phai thé” dau. Cau thay

da’y...” Ba Oliver ng6i virng chai hon trén thung rac. “T6i l1a nha van.



Chuyén vié€t truyén trinh thdm va sang nay t6i thyc sy cam thdy ra't bon
chon. Toi da dén quén d€ udng ca phé va ngdm nghi vé moi chuyén. Toi
dang viét d& dén doan minh theo doi mot ai d6. Y tdi 1a ngwdi hiing trong
sach cua toi dang di theo ai d6 va t6i ty nhu: “That sy 1a minh bi€t ra't it vé
viéc theo doi nguwdi khac’. Y 1a toi ludn diing cum tir nay va tdi ciing da doc
rA't nhiéu sich néi vé chuyén nay, va toi thic mic khong biét lidu viée nay
c6 dé dang nhr mot vai ngwdi hay miéu ta trong sich ciia ho khong, hay
hau nhw bat kha, theo quan di€m vai tac gia khac. Thé nén tdi nght: ‘ff,
ding th€&’, phai ty minh th viéc da’y’... vi thyc sy khong the bi€t dwgrc cho
dén khi nio minh ty 1am diéu gi day. Y 1a khong th& biét minh cam thay
th& ndo, hay liéu minh c6 lo ling viéc ma't dau ai d6 khong. Tinh co ldc
dd’y, téi nhin I&én va ciu dang ng'6i & canh ban t6i trong quan va toi nghi la
cau s€... toi mong la cau khong thdy phi€n todi... nhung t61 nghi clu s€ la
mot nguoi cuce ky thich hop d€ di theo.”

CAu van nhin ba chdm chdm vé&i d6i méit xanh lanh lung, la 14m, nhung
khong hi€u sao ba cam thay khong khi da khong con cang thglng.

“Tai sao toi lai 1a mot ngwoi cye ky thich hop d€ theo doi?”

“A, trong cdu rat ryc r&,” ba Oliver gidi thich. “Bd quén do rdt thu
hut... nhw thudc thoi ky Regency, cdu biét dd’y, va tdi nghi, ding roi, toi s€
chop 14’y cor hoi nay, vi khd 1a dé dang d€ nhan ra c4u trong ddm dong. Nén
ltc cau roi khdi quan ca phé thi t6i cling di theo. Va qua that 1a viéc nay
khong dé chiit nao.” Ba ngudc 1én nhin chang trai. “Nay gio’ ciu ludn biét
sir ¢O mat cua to1 a?”

“Khong phai ngay lap tirc, khong phai the”.”

“T6i hieu roi,” ba Oliver tram ngam. “Nhung ta't nhién la trong toi

khong dac biét nhw ciu. Y t6i 1a clu sé khong th€ nao dé dang nhan ra toi



trong ddm rat nhiéu phu nir 1&n tudi. Toi khong ndi bat 1dm, c6 ding
khong?

“Sach ctia ba c6 dwore xuad't ban khong? To6i da dwoec doc ching chua
nhi?”

“A, t61 khong biét. C6 the 1a c¢6. P&n nay toi da viét dwore bon muoi ba
cudn. Tén toi 1a Oliver.”

“Ariadne Oliver?”

“A thi ra ciu biét tén toi,” ba Oliver néi. “Biét thé that vui, dwong nhién
roi, nhung tdi ddm chic 1a ciu khong thich sich clia tdi 1dm. Chéc ciu sé
cho la chiing ra't hti 1au va khong hop thoi... khdng dua bao lyc.”

“Thé& trede day ba khong bi€t gi vé toi hét a?”

Ba Oliver lic dau. “Khdng, tdi chic chin 1a khéng... trudc day thi
khong, y toi 1a vay.”

“Th& con c6 gai ng61 cung td1 thi sao?”

“Cai c6 ma ciu ngdi an cung... ddu nwong, c6 phai khong... trong quan
ca phé 4?7 Khong, t6i khong nghi th€”. D1 nhién Ia t6i chi nhin thdy phia sau
gdy c6 ta. V@i toi... a, y tOi la cac cd gdi trong kha gidng nhau, cé phai
khong?”

“Co Ay biét ba diy,” cau dot ngdt néi. Trong khoanh khic giong ciu trd
nén dot ngdt sic bén va gay git. “Co &'y néi 1a c6 gip ba mdt Tan cich day
khong lau. Khoang tuan trudc, toi tin 1a vay.”

“(y dau co’? C6 phai 1a & mot bira tiéc? C6 thé 1a t6i da giip co Ay. Tén cd
ta la gi? C6 th€'1a toi bit.”

Ba nghi 1a ciu dang phan van khong bi€t c6 nén ndi té€n cd gai hay

khong, nhung cudi cung cau quy€t dinh la s€ nd1 va cham chu quan sat nét



mit ctia ba khi nhic tén co.

“Tén co &y la Norma Restarick.”

“Norma Restarick. O, td't nhién roi, ding vay, btra tiéc & ngoai 6. Noi
dy tén la... cho mot chdt... Long Norton ¢ phai khong?... T6i khong nhé
tén ng6i nha. T6i dé€n d6 cung vai ngwoi ban. Du sao thi tdi khéng nghi 1a
toi s€ nhan ra co ta, du tdi tin 1a c6 2y cé ndi gi ddy vé sach cuia tdi. Toi
thAm chi con hira 1a s& ting co6 mot quyén. Rat ky la, phai khong, rang toi
thye sy da quyét dinh va chon theo déi mét ngwoi dang ngdi voi ngwoi ma
toi it nhi€u bi€t dé€n. R4t la ky. Toi khong cho 1a minh c¢6 th€ vi€t nhirng
tht nhw thé" vao trong sach. C4u khéng nghi 1a né qua trung hop a?”

Ba Oliver dirng 1én khoi chd ng'6i.

“Troi o, ndy gio’ téi ng'6i 1én cdi gi thé nay? Mot cdi thung rac! C6 that
khong vay! Trong con khong dep d€ gi nira.” Ba khut khit mai. “T6i da dé€n
noi nao theé nay?”

David van dang nhin ba. Ba bdng cdm thiy nhitng gi ba nghi tredc day
la hoan toan sai Tam. “Minh that ngé ngan,” ba Oliver nghi, “qua that 1a vo6
ly. Cho ring cu ta nguy hi€ém, va c6 th¢ 1am hai minh.” C4u dang nhin ba
mim cwoi voi mot nét duyén dang dac biét. Cau nghiéng dau nhe nhang va
mai toc xoan mau hat dé ciing chuyén dong trén vai. That 1a mot anh chang
hién dai tuyét voi!

“T6i nghi it nha't 1a minh ¢6 the,” cdu ndi, “la chi cho ba biét 1a ba da
theo t61 d€n dau. Pi nao, 1én cau thang nay di.” Cau chi vao cau thang 10
thién xiéu veo din 1én noi trong nhw cdi gac xép.

“Lén cau thang nay 47 Ba Oliver hoi chit nghi ngai. C6 1€ cau ta dang
mudn dung vé quyén rii @€ du do ba 1én trén kia, va roi s€ dap vao du ba.

“Khong dworc roi, Ariadne,” ba Oliver tg nht, “minh da ty dam dau vao



tinh thé nay, nén gio thi minh phai ti€p tuc va tim ra nhirng gi ¢6 the.”

“Cau c6 nghi 1a n6 chiu dwoc trong lwong cia t6i khong?” ba néi, “trong
né op ¢p kinh khing.”

“N6 kha on da’y. Toi sé di 1én trwedre,” cdu ndi, “va chi dwong cho ba.”

Ba Oliver leo 1én ngay sau cdu. Khong on ti nao. Trong sau thdm, ba vin
hoang s¢. Khi€p dam, phan nhiéu khong phai vi Chang Cong kia, ma vi
khong biét ciu s& dan ba di dau. Ma ba s& s¢'m biét thoi. Ciu day cira cin
phong bén trén va di vao. P6 1a mét can phong 1on trong khong va cling 1a
xwdng vé tam thdi. Mot vai tim ném ndm day d6 trén san nha, nhitng birc
vé ch'éng lén nhau dp sat vao twong, mdt vai gia vé. Mui son tran ngép
khip noi. Cé hai ngwdi trong phong. Mot ciu thanh nién tré c6 riu dang
ding v€ canh gia. C4u quay dau lai khi ho budc vao.

“Xin chao, David,” ciu ndi, “cadu mang khich dén a?”

Ba Oliver cho rang ddy 12 nguwdi thanh nién tré tudi do' ddy nhat ma ba
ting thay. Mdi téc den béng nhon dwore cét tron, phia sau dai ngang ¢d con
phia trwdc thi pha mét. Khuén mit khong dwgc cao rira sach s€, mac d6 da
den nhon va bdt cao. Ba Oliver nhin xa hon phia sau ciu ta va thdy mot ¢6
gdi dang 1am mAu. Cd ta ng'di & gh& gd phia trén buc, mot nira ngwdi vat
trén gh€&’, dau nga ra phia sau va madi toc den loa xo0a rii xudng. Ba Oliver
nhin ra cd ngay 1ap tirc. La cO gdi thr hai trong s6 ba c6 & Borodene
Mansions. Ba khong thé nh¢ dwoe ho, nhwng nhé tén ¢6. Co gdi trong v
dw va ra't sac so nay la Frances.

“Pay la Peter,” David no6i, chi vao ga nghé si nhin hoi kinh toém. “Mot
trong nhitng thién tai dang chdm néd. Va Frances thi dang 1am miu mot ¢o
gai tuy€t vong doi pha thai.”

“Im miéng di, ciu khi dot,” Peter noi.



“T6i tin 1a t6i bi€t cd, cd phai khdong?” ba Oliver ndéi mdt cach h'd hdi
vui vé, khong td ra minh biét chic chén. “Tdi chic 1a t6i da gip co dau do
roi! Cling khda m¢i day thoi.”

“Ba la ba Oliver c6 phai khong?” Frances ndi.

“Ba &y cling n6i the”,” David néi. “Pung r'6i c6 phdi khong?”

“P& xem, t6i giip cd & dau nhi,” ba Oliver ti&p tuc. “O bita tiéc nao day
ding khong? Khong. D€ toi nghi xem. A tdi biét roi. La & Borodene
Mansions.”

Lic nay Frances ng6i ddy trén gh& va néi biang mdt giong mét mdi
nhung lich thi€p.

Peter thot 1€n ti€ng rén to va dau kho: “Gio thi em lam hdng tw thé roi!
Em c6 can phai nhic nhich lién tuc vdy khong? Em khong gitr yén dwoc
ar’

“Khong, em khong the ti€p tuc dwgrc. Tw the” d6 that khing khi€p. Chwa
khi nao vai em bj veo khing khi€p nhw vay.”

“T6i da thtr theo doi nguoi khac,” ba Oliver néi. “N6 khé hon tdi twdng
nhiéu. DAy c6 phai 12 phong v& khong?” ba thém vao, girong mét sing ro
nhin quanh.

“Hién tai thi 12 nhu th&’, mot ki€u gdc xép... may 1dm thi ba khong bj lot
xudng san nha,” Peter noi.

“N6 6 ta't cd moi thir ¢an thiét,” David thém vao. “Anh sang tir huwdng
bic va ra't nhiéu khong gian, d&m d€ ndm nga, va tang dwdi thi ¢6 nha vé
sinh ding chung v&i ba ngwoi nira... va thém cai ma ho goi la nha bép. Va
mot hai chai rwou,” cdu néi thém. Quay sang ba Oliver, bﬁng mot giong

diéu khac hoan toan lich sy, ciu néi: “Ching t6i ¢6 th€ moi ba mot ly



ch?”

“To61 khong udng regru,” ba Oliver noi.

“Quy ba nay khong uéng rwou,” David néi. “Ai ¢6 the nghi thé” dwoc
chi!”

“Kha 1a bat nha nhung ma céu néi ding dady,” ba Oliver n6i. “Hau hét
moi nguwoi déu dén gdp toi va ndi: “Toi ludn nghi 1a ba udng regu nhw hil
chim’.”

Ba m¢ tdi xdch ra... va ngay lap tirc ba lon téc xam roi xuéng san nha.
David nhat ching 1€n va dwa cho ba.

“Oi! Cam on.” Ba Oliver ¢Am 14y ching. “Sdng nay ti khong c6 thoi
gian. Khong bi€t t61 c6 mang theo cai kep téc nao khong.” Ba mo sau trong
tdi va bit dau gén céc lon téc 1én dau.

Peter croi rong 1én... “Hoan ho ba,” ciu noi.

“That 1a la thwong,” ba Oliver thdm nhu, “minh da c6 ¥ nghi ngd ngan
la minh s€ gdp nguy hi€m. Nguy hi€m w... t& nhirng ngwoi nay? Viéc ho
trong nhw thé nao khdng quan trong, ho thyc sy ra't dé thwong va than
thién. Nhirng gi moi ngwoi hay ndi véi toi 1a hoan toan ding. Téi da twdng
twong qua nhiéu.”

Ngay sau d6 ba néi la ba phai di, va David da ga lang dwa ba xudng
nhitng bic thang op ep, va ti mi hwdng din ba 1am sao d€ quay lai dwong
King nhanh nha't.

“Va roi,” cAu néi, “ba cé th€ bt xe buyt... hodc taxi néu ba mudn.”

“T4t nhién 14 taxi,” ba Oliver néi. “Chan clia tdi té hét ca roi. Bit dwoc
taxi som chwng nao t6t chirng d6. Cam on cau,” ba néi thém, “du t6i da

theo ddi cdu mot cdch ky cuc nhwng ciu van rat t6t vaoi t6i. Midc du xét cho



cung thi t6i khong cho minh ¢6 chiit gi gidng tham tk tw.”

“C6 1€ the,” David nghi€ém chinh néi. “Ré trai & day... va roi phai, va lai
trdi Ian ntra cho d&n khi ba nhin tha'y dong song thi di vé hwdng nd, va roi
r& phai va di thing.”

That la ky, khi ba di ngang qua khoanh san t6i tan, cam giac khé chiu va
h'6i hdp lai chi€m 148y ba. “Minh khong th€ lai twdng twong vo van nira.”
Ba quay lai nhin bac ciu thang va ctra sO cia cin gac xép. Bong David van
nhin theo ba. “Ba nguoi tré cuc ky dé thwong. Trai & day, roi phai. Chi vi
ho trong cé vé khic thwong, ngwoi khac lai twdng twong va cé y nghi dién
ro 1a ho nguy hi€m. C6 phai la lai r€ phai khong? Hay trdi? Trdi, minh nghi
the"... Oi troi dat o, chan toi. Troi ciing s&p mwa nira.” Quing dwdong nhuw
dai vo tin va duong King thi xa tit tip. Gio’ day ba hau nhw khong con
nghe thd’y ti€ng xe cd qua lai... va con sdng & chd qudi quy nao day? Ba
b4t d4u nghi ngo’ 12 minh da di sai duwong.

“Oi! Puoc roi,” ba Oliver nghi, “minh nhit dinh phii sém dé&n diu
dé6... con sdng, hay Putney, Wandsworth hodc bat ctr dau.” Ba hdi mot
ngudi di ngang qua cich d&n dwong King va anh néi ring minh 13 nguoi
nwde ngoai va khong néi dugc ti€ng Anh.

Ba Oliver mét mdi ré qua mdt géc phd” khac va phia trede 1a thir anh
sang y&u &t hit 1én ttr mit nwdre. Lidc voi va bude vé phia d6 thong qua mot
167 di hep, ba nghe ¢6 ti€ng budc chan ngay sau minh, ldc sip quay ngudi

lai thi ba bi danh vao sau dau, moi vat xung quanh nhw tée Itra.



CHUONG 10

Co ti€ng noi: “Udng di.”

Norma run ray. Mt c6 nhin chodng vang. C6 thu ngwoi lai trén ghé'.

Ménh I¢énh lai duore 1dp lai: “Udng di.”

L’an nay c6 ngoan ngoan udng, va hoi bi nghen.

“N6... manh qua,” ¢6 thd hon hén.

“Khong sao dau. Cheamg ma’y choc cd s€ thad'y do hon. Chi ¢an ng6i yén
va doi thoi.”

Con budn nén va chéng mat cé vé da qua di. B6i gdo ma ¢6 anh Ién chat
sdc mau, va cdm gidc run ray da gidm baot.

Pay la Tan dau tién c¢6 chi y dé€n xung quanh. Cam gidc so hai va kinh
hoang 4m anh c6 gio ddy khong con nira va moi thé nhw tré lai binh
thwong. P6 1a mot can phong c& vira va duoc trang tri quen thudc. Mot cai
ban, mo6t bd sofa, mdt gh&” banh va mdt cai ghé€” binh thwong, mot dng nghe
de€ kham bénh trén ban bén canh va mdt s6" mady méc ma c¢6 nghi la cé li€n
quan d&n mét. Sau d6, sy chid y clia co tip trung vao mot nhan vat. D6 1a
ngwoi dan 6ng vira bdo ¢6 udng.

Ong Ay ¢6 1€ da ngoai ba mwoi v&oi mai téc dé va mot khudn mat xa'u xi

nhung kha ha'p dan, hit mét. Ong gat dau nhr mudn bao c6 hiy nim yén.



“Bét dau xdc dinh dwoc phwong hwdng roi a?”

“Toi... tdi nghi vay. T6i... c6 phai 6ng da... chuyén gi da xay ra thé?”

“C0 khong nho a?”

“Cé xe... Toi... n6 lao dén tdi... nd...” CO nhin Ong ta. “To6i1 bi xe can
1én.”

“O khong dau, cd khong bj xe can dau.” Ong ta 1ic dau. “Tdi xem xét k§
leong r'6i.”

“Ong?”

“Vang, c6 dang dung gitra dwong va c6 chi€c xe lao nhanh vé phia cd,
toi chi vira kip kéo ¢6 ra khoi dwong di ctia nd. C6 nghi gi ma lai chay vao
dong xe cd dong duc thé kia?”

“T6i khong nhé noi. T6i... ding r'oi, tdi cho la ldc day téi dang nghi
dén viéc gi khac.”

“Chi&c Jaguar lao dé€n kha nhanh, va phia bén kia dwong c6 mot chiéc
xe buyt cling dang lao xu6ng. Chiéc xe da’y khong dinh céan Ién c6 chk?”

“Tbi... khdng, khong, chic chin 1a khong phai the. Y t6i 1a t6i...”

“Vang, toi ciing thac méc... chic 12 c6 chuyén gi khac, phai khong?”

“Y 6ng la gi?”

“A, c6 th€1a cd' y, cd biet day.”

“Co'y,y ong lasao?”

“That ra t6i chi ty hdi khong bi€t 1a c6 c6 dang mudn ty gi€t minh
khong?” 6ng n6i thém mdt cach ty nhién, “C6 dang mudn th& phai khong?”

“Toi... khong... a... khong, ta't nhién 1a khong r6i1.”

“Né&u ma that th€, thi that ngd ngan.” Giong 6ng thay doi nhe. “Nao, ¢6

hin phai nhé gi day chi.”



C6 lai bat dau run ray. “Tdi twdng... tdi cr nghi moi viéc s& két thiic.
To61 nghi...”

“Thé ra cd dang c& ging tu tit, c6 phai khong? C6 chuyén gi vay? Cd ¢
the€ ndi cho t6i bi€t. Ban trai a? Viéc &y c6 th€ khi€n nguoi ta cdm tha’y kha
t6i té€ dd’y. hon ntra, ai cling luén hy vong l1a n€u ho mat di, ngwoi kia s€
cam thady c6 106i... nhung ma tdt nhién dwng bao gior tin vao diéu do.
Khong ai thich phai hoi ti€c hay cam thay viéc di’y 1a 16i cia ho. TAt ca
cdc cdu ban trai c¢6 1& s& néi 1a “tdi luén nghi ring c6 Ay khong dwoc cin
bang va binh thwong 1dm. Sy viéc nay c6 khi lai t6t hon cho c6 ta’. Hiy
nh¢ 18y diéu nay khi c6 lai mudn lao dau vao mdt chi€c Jaguar khéc. A,
ma ciing phai d€ tdm dén ca cam xuc cia chi€c xe ntra chir. B6 ¢6 phai 1a
viéc khi€n c6 phién mudn khong? Ban trai bd ¢6 ma di a?”

“Khong,” Norma néi. “O khong. Hoan toan ngwoc lai 1a khac.” Co dot
nhién néi thém: “Anh &y mudn cudi t6i.”

“P6 khong thé€'1a 1y do d€'lao dau vao mot chi€c Jaguar dwoe.”

“Ping 1a 1y do d6. Téi lam thé'1a vi...” C6 dwng lai.

“Co6 noi cho tdi nghe thi tdt hon ma, ¢6 phai khong?”

“Lam th& nao ma t6i d&€n dwoc day?” Norma hoi.

“T6i mang c6 d&n diy bang taxi. C6 vé nhw cd khong bj thwong gi ca...
chi vai vét bam tim théi. Trong c6 bang hoang va sirng st d€n lang nguoi,
va trong trang thai bi sdc. T6i hdi dia chi cta c6, nhwng ¢d nhin t6i ctr nhw
th& co khong biét 12 tdi dang ndi gi. Liic di'y thi ddm dong bat dau kéo dén.
Nén t6i vAy mot chi€c taxi va dwa cd dén day.”

“Pay ¢ phai la... phong khdm cua bac si khong?”

“Pay la phong kham bac si va t61 la vi bac si ddy. Tén t61 la



Stillingfleet.”

“T6i khong mudn gap bac si! Toi khong mudn néi chuyén voi bac si!
T61 khong...”

“Hay binh tinh, binh tinh lai nao. C6 vwra néi chuyén v&i mét vi bac si
trong sudt mwoi phit vira r'oi dd’y. Ma c¢6 van dé gi voi bac si vay?”

“T61 s¢r. To1 sor 1a bac s1 s€ nodi...”

“Nao, cO gai thadn mén, tdi khdong tham bénh cho ¢6. Clr xem td6i nhw mot
ngwoi ngoai cudc hay mudn xen vao chuyén nguoi khac va da cteu cd thoat
ch€t hodc bi gdy tay hay ran xwong chan hodc chan thwong dau khién co
ba't lwc sudt doi. Con nhiéu bat lgii khac ntra. Trwedc diy, néu ¢’ tinh tw tir,
cd c6 the phai ra toa. Vay c6 khong th€ ndi la t6i da khong thflng than v&i
cd. Gio thi ¢6 lam on hdy thanh that v&i toi, va ndi cho toi bi€t cdi quy quai
gi da khién c6 so bac si dén thé". Bac si da teng lam gi ¢6 a?”

“Khong c6 gi ca. Toi khong bi sao ca. Nhung t6i sor 1a ho s€...”

“Se gi?”

“Giam to1 lai.”

Baéc si Stillingfleet nhwdng d6i 16ng may mau hung 1€n nhin cd.

“A, a,” 6ng ndi. “C6 vé nhw ¢d ¢b vai y twdng rat la ky vé bdc si. Tai
sao tOi lai muén nhdt ¢6 lai chir? CO6 ¢6 mudn dung tra khong,” 6ng néi
thém, “hay 1a mot vién an thédn hay thudc gidm dau hon? D6 la thir ma
nhirng ngwoi tudi ¢6 hay yéu cau. Co cling ¢6 dung thuéc ma, phai khong?”

Co gdi lac dau. “Khong... khong hin the.”

“T6i khong tin. Ma tai sao ¢6 lai hodng s¢’ va chan nan thé€? Co6 thyc
khong c6 van dé vé tam than, phdi khong? T6i khong nén néi nhw the”. Cac

bac si hoan toan chang mong giam ngwoi khac lai dau. Bénh vién tdm thén



thi qua tai roi. Rat khé d€ nhét thém ai vao da’y. Thuc t& 1a gan day ho da
d€ cho rd't nhiéu ngwoi xudt vién... trong tuyét vong... day nguoi ta ra
ngoai, c6 ¢6 theé' ndi thé'... vi nhitng nguoi dd'y von s€ vui vé hon néu duoc
gitr lai. Moi thir déu tré nén qua tai & da't nwdrc nay.”

“A.” 6ng tiép tuc. “Thé ¢6 thich gi? C6 gi trong ta thudc cia tdi khong,
hay 1a mdt tach tra Anh ki€u truyén thong nhé?”

“Toi... toi s€ dung mot it tra,” Norma noi.

“Tra An Do hay Trung Qud'c? Ma t6i khong chéc 12 minh con tra Trung
Qudc hay khong.”

“Tdi thich tra An hon.”

“To6t.”

Ong di dén ca, m& ra va hét 1én: “Annie. Cho mot &m tra cho hai
ngwoi.”

Ong quay tré lai, ng'di xudng va néi: “Bay gior thi d€ toi néi chuyén nay
10 rang v&i ¢6, ¢O gai tré a. Amaténcola?”

“Norma Res...” ¢6 ngwrng lai.

“Vang?”

“Norma West.”

“A, c6 West, hiy nghe 1o day. Toi khong diéu tri cho co, va ¢ ciing
khong nho t6i xem bénh. C6 1a nan nhin cia mdt vu tai nan dwong phd'...
chiing ta s& coi 12 th&" va chic c6 ciing mudn td ra the, di vdy sé phién todi
nhiéu cho ngwoi 1ai chi€c Jaguar kia.”

“Pau tién t6i da nghi 1a s€ nhdy cau.”

“Co nghi theé” a? Viéc day chaamg dé dang dau. Ngay nay nhitng nguoi

xay cau kha I1a can than. Y t6i l1a ¢6 s€ phai tréo 1én lan can va viéc dd'y von



khong d& dang chit nao. Ai da’y s& ngin c6 lai. A, hiy d€ t6i néi tiép, 12 toi
mang ¢ vé nha vi cd nhr qud sdc nén khong néi cho toi biét dia chi. A,
nhan tién day, dia chi ctia ¢6 1a gi?”

“T6i khong c6 dia chi. Toi... tdi khong s6ng & dau cd.”

“Thu vi daYy,” bac s Stillingfleet n6i. “Cénh sat hay n6i 1a ‘khong c6 dia
chi c& dinh’. Thé ¢c6 lam gi... ng6i ngoai bo’ séng ca dém a?”

Co6 nhin 6ng ta day nghi ngo'.

“T6i c6 thé bdo cdo vu tai nan nay cho canh st nhwng ma t6i khdng bit
budc phai lam th€". T6i thich cho la trong lic c6 dang tram ngadm nghi ngoi,
thi cd da bang qua dwong trirdre khi nhin sang trai.”

“Ong hoan toan khong gidng hinh 4nh bdc si trong suy nghi cla toi,”
Norma noi.

“That the’a? A, ma toi ciing dang dan v& mong nghé nghiép & dat nude
nay. That ra thi ti s& bd cong viéc & ddy va dén Uc trong hai tuAn nita. Thé
nén cd khd an toan voi toi, va n€u mudn cd ¢b thé néi cho toi biét 1am thé
nao ma cd thad’y dwoe con voi h'ong budc ra khdi twong, lam thé nao ma c6
nghi 1a nhitng canh cay dang nghiéng nhanh ra d€ quan quanh va si€t co co,
lam sao ma cd biét diing lic ndo ma quy s& nhin qua méit ngudi khdc, hay
bat clr hinh anh twdng twong vui vé nao, va toi s€ khong cé ba't ky y kién
nao hét! Nhwng theo t6i, trong cd cling tinh tdo.”

“To61 khong nghi theé™?”

“A, ¢b c6 th€ ding,” bac si Stillingfleet néi ti t&. “Hay nghe xem 1y do
cuaco la gi.”

“T6i da lam gi d@'y ma khong nho gi ca... Toi k€ cho moi ngwoi nhirng

gi t6i lam nhung t6i lai khong nho 1a minh da k€ cho ho...”



“Nghe nhw la tri nho cta ¢6 ra't kém.”

“Ong khong hiéu dau. Ching déu 1a... nhitng viéc xau xa.”

“Cudng tin 2? Oi, viéc nay dang tré nén thu vi day.”

“Khong phdi 1a vin d€ sung dao dau. N6 chi la... chi 1a cam gidc cim
ghét thoi.”

C6 tiéng go ctra nhe va mot ngwoi phu nir 1o tudi bung khay tra buoc
vao. Ba dit n6 1€n trén ban va di ra ngoai.

“C6 dung dwong khong?” bac si Stillingfleet néi.

“Co, cam on.”

“That 1a mot cd gai nhay cam. Pwong sé rat tdt cho cd trong lic bi s6¢
th& nay.” Ong r6t ra hai tich tra, dit mot tich va bat dung dwong xudng
canh ¢b. “Gio thi,” 6ng ng6i xudng. “Nay ching ta vira ndi gi nhi? A ding
roi, cam ghét.”

“Viéc ddy 1a c6 the ma, c6 phai khong, rang dng c6 the ghét ai ddy dén
ndi Ong thit sy mudn giét ho?”

“6, vang,” Stillingfleet noi, van rat vui v&. “Hoan toan c6 th€. Thuc t&'1a
vO cung ty nhién. Nhwng ngay ca khi cd rat muén lam thé’, cling chzalng the’
nao ludn lang phi ban than minh d&n mac da’y, c6 bi€t dd’y. Con nguoi ta
dwoc trang bi mot hé thdng phanh ty nhi€én va dén ding lic thi hé thong
nay s€ phanh minh lai.”

“Ong 1am cho viéc ndy c¢6 vé rat binh thwong,” Norma néi. Giong cd
cha't chira wu phién.

“A, ving, viéc da’y kh4 1 tw nhién. Bon tré hdu nhw ngdy nao ciing nghi
th&”. Ching ndi cdu I1é€n, va néi véi bd” me minh la: ‘B& me thit t6i t&, con

ghét bd" me, con wdc gi cd bd me chét di’. Cac ba me khon ngoan thwong



s&€ khong d€ tAm dén chuyén nay. Khi ¢6 1on 1én, c6 van sé ghét nguoi
khdc, nhung ldc @&y thi ¢d khong mudn dinh ddng d&n qué nhiéu ric roi
khi vAn mudn giét ho. Hay néu nhw ¢6 vAn mudn... a, thi rdoi co s€ vao ti.
D6 1a néu nhw ¢6 that sy phai 1am cdi cong viéc nhoe nhoét va hdn don 4.
A, ma c6 khéng bia chuyén chit, ding khong?” éng bdng hdi ngiu nhién.

“Tat nhién 1a khong.” Norma ngoi thezlng day. P6i mét 16e 1én gian dir.
“Prong nhién 1a khong roi. Ong nghi 1a t6i ¢6 the néi nhitng diéu khing
khi&p nhuw thé n€u khong phai la sy that a?”

“A, thi,” bac si Stillingfleet néi, “ngwdi ta ¢ the nhw vay da’y. Ho ndi ta't
ca nhirng diéu khing khi€p vé ban than va cam thady thich thd voi viée
da’y.” Ong 14y tich tra da udng can tir co. “Biy gio thi,” dng ndi, “t6t hon
hét 1a c¢6 nén ndi voi toi vE moi viée. Co ghét ai, tai sao lai ghét ho, va ¢
mudn lam gi v&i ho.”

“Tinh yéu c6 th€ tré thanh long cam ghét.”

“Nghe nhr mot ban tinh ca thdng thiét. Nhwng ma nén nhé rang 1ong
cam ghét cling c¢6 th€ chuyen héa thanh tinh yéu. N6 luén hai méat nhw thé’
Va cd n6i 1a khong lién quan dén ban trai. Ki€u ‘anh dy 1a ngwoi dan 6ng
cta t6i ma lai khién toi ton thwong’. Khong phai 1a nhitng th vor van thé’
ch?”

“Khong, khong. Hoan toan khong nhw the€’. La chuyén... vé me k&.”

“Mo-tip ba me k& doc dc. Nhung that vo 1y. O tudi nay cd ¢ thé lanh xa
me k& ma. Ba ta da lam gi ngoai trir viéc cudi bd cd? Co6 cling ghét 6ng ta
a, hay la c6 qua tin tinh v&i 6ng &y nén khong mudn san sé 6ng voi ba't ky
ai?”

“Hoan toan khong phai nhw vdy. Khong phai thé. To6i da tung rat yéu

theong Ong &y. T61 yéu Ong tha thi€t, Ong ta... 6ng &Yy... td6i nghi l1a Ong &y



tng ra't tuyét voi.”

“Gio thi,” bac si Stillingfleet néi, “nghe t6i néi day. Toi sé dwa ra dé
nghi thé nay. C6 c6 tha’y canh ctra kia khong?”

Norma quay ddu lai va nhin canh ctra mot cach hoang mang, bdi r61i.

“Hoan toan binh thwong, phai khong? Khong khéa. Mé ra déng vao mot
cach thong thwong. Co6 dén xem thir di. C6 thd’y ba quan gia cua toi ra vao
qua 161 da’y roi ding khong? Khong do giac gi cad. Nhanh nao. Pirng 1én di.
Hay lam nhw nhirng gi tdi n6i.”

Norma dirng 1én va kha ngip ngung di d&€n va mé ctra ra. C6 dirng do,
quay lai nhin 6ng do hdi.

“Ping roi. C6 thdy gi? Hanh lang hoan toan binh thwong, t6i mudn
trang tri né lai nhwng that khong bd cong khi ma t6i sdp qua Uc roi. Bay
gi» hily di dén cta trudc, mé né ra, va ciing chang c6 bat ky trd Itra bip gi
& day ca. bi ra ngoai va budc xuéng via he di, viéc dd’y s€ cho c6 biét la ¢
hoan toan ty do va t6i khong c6 bat ky mwu toan nao d€ giam gitr ¢o lai ca.
Sau d6, khi nao ¢6 da cam tha’y hai long v&i viée ¢6 ¢6 th€ roi khodi novi nay
bat ctr khi nao ¢c6 mudn, thi hdy quay tré lai day, ng6i xudng chi€c gh&” &m
cing va thoai mai kia va k& tdi nghe moi diéu v€ c6. Sau do thi tdi s€ cho
6 101 khuyén quy bau. C6 khong can phai ling nghe tdi dau,” 6ng néi thém
nhw vO vé an Gi. “Nguwdi ta hi€m khi ndo 1am theo 1o khuyén, nhung ¢ thi
cling t6t thoi. Pwgc chit? Pong y khong?”

Normal ding ddy tw tir, cd run ray bwdc ra khdi phong, ra d&n mot hanh
lang hoan toan binh thwong, ding nhw bac si mod ta, mé then ctra tredc mot
cach dé dang, di xudng bon bac thang va da dirng trén via hé ctia khu pho’
toan nhirng ngdi nha trong lich sy nhung kha vo vi. Co6 dirng d6 mét lic,

khong biét ring minh dang bj béc si Stillingfleet theo ddi qua mdt 16p manh



ren. CO ding d6 trong khoang hai phiit, roi trong c¢6 vé kién quyét hon, cd

quay nguoi, budc 1én nhirng bac thang, déng cong chinh va tré lai phong.
“Moi thtr on cd ch?” bac si Stillingfleet néi. “C6 da théa man la toi

hoan toan khdng ¢6 y dinh gi cd chwa? T4t ca d€u rd rang va tdi khong gidu

gi€m gi c6 ca.”

Co gat dau.

“Pugrec roi. Ng6i xudng diy. C tw nhién thoai mai. C6 c6 hiit thudc
khong?”

“A,16i...”

“Chi ht cocaine thdi, hay gi da’y cung loai a? Khong sao dau, cd khong
can cho to1 biet.”

“Tat nhién la tdi khdng dung bt cr loai nao nhw thé.”

“T61 khong cho la c6 gi ‘tdt nhién’ v€ viéc did’y, nhung mot bac si thi
phdi tin vao nhirng gi bénh nhan ndi voi ho. Thoi dwee r'oi. Bay gior hay
noi cho to1 biet ve cd di.”

“Téi... t6i khong biet. That sy 13 khong c6 gi d&€ néi ca. Ong khong
mudn toi ndm xudng gh& 4?”

“0, ¢6 dinh k& vé gidc mo hay dai loai thé” a? Khong, khong can ti mi
chi ti€t th€. To6i chi mudén bi€t bdi canh nén thoi. Co bi€t day. Co6 dwoc
sinh ra va 1on 1én & ngoai 6 hay thanh phd’, c6 anh chi em hay 1a con mot va
van van. Khi me rudt cua c6 mat, viéc nay da khi€n cudc song ctia c6 xdo
tron 14m phai khong?”

“Ta't nhién roi.” Norma td vé phin no.

“C6 nhu rdt thich néi ‘tadt nhién réi’, cd West a. A ma nay, West khong

phai 12 tén that clia c6 c6 phai khong? O, ma ciing chflng can phai ban tam



1&m dau, t6i khong mudn biét thém cdi tén ndo khdc nira. Hay goi minh 1a
West hay East hay North hay bat ctr cdi tén nao ma c6 thich. Thé roi
chuyén gi xay ra sau khi me¢ c6 mat?”

“Ba &y dau y&u trong mot thoi gian dai trede khi mat. O trong bénh x4
rd't nhiéu. T6i & cing m6t ngwoi ¢b, kha gia, dwdi Devonshire. Ba ta ciing
khong hin 1a ¢6 01, ma 1a chj ho cla me t6i. Va roi bd toi trd vé nha
khoang sdu thang tredc. Viéc nay... that tuyét voi.” Guwong mat c6 dot
nhién sang birng 1én. C6 4y khdng phat hién dwoc cdi nhin sic sdo chéng
vanh dang chia vao ¢6. “T6i hau nhu khong nhé 6ng 4y, dng biét ddy. Ong
ta da bd nha di ldc t6i [€n ndm tudi. Toi khong nghi la minh s& gédp lai 6ng
&y. Me khong thwong xuyén néi vé dng 4y. Toi nghi rang lic d4u, ba di hy
vong la 6ng ta s€ rosi bd ngwoi dan ba kia va quay lai.”

“C6 nguoi dan ba khac a?”

“Piing vdy. Ong ta bd di v&i ngwdi khdc. Ba ta 1a ngudi rd't xAu, me néi
vay. Me k& vé ba &y ri't cay ddng va cling bang giong chua xét khi néi dén
bd", nhung t6i van hay nghi rang c6 1&... c6 1€ 6ng khéng xau nhw me nghi,
ring ta't ca 16i 1a & ngudi phu nit kia.”

“Ho c6 két hon khong?”

“Khong. Me ndi la ba sé khong bao gio’ ly di voi bd. Me theo... c6 phai
goi 12 Anh gido khong?... Ong biét diy. Khd gidng v&i nguoi theo Cong
gido La Ma. Co hu va khong tan thanh viéc ly di.”

“Thé hai nguoi ho cé ti€p tuc s6ng cung nhau khong? Tén clia ngwoi
dan ba kia la gi? Hay do6 cing la mét diéu bi mat?”

“T6i khong nhé ho ba ta.” Norma lic dau. “Khong, to6i khong nghi 1 ho
sdng chung voi nhau l1au, nhwng 6ng tha'y da'y, toi khong bi€t nhiéu veé viéc

nay. Ho d¢n Nam Phi nhung tdi nghi ring ho cii nhau v chia tay kha sém



vi khi @6 me t6i néi rang ba hy vong b toi s& s¢m quay vé. Nhung ma 6ng
khong 1am th&. Ong &y tham chi con khéng thw tir gi. Ngay cd véi toi.
Nhwng 6ng &y ludn g&i qua cho tdi dip Gidng Sinh. T6i ludén dwoc qua.”

“Ong &y c6 throng cd khéng?”

“T6i khong bigt. Lam thé ndo ma toi biet dwoc? Khong ai nhic dén dng
4y ca. Trir bac Simon... 1a anh trai clia b6 téi. Bac lam kinh doanh trong
thanh phd va ra't gisn bd toi vi dng ta di tir bd ta't c moi thir. Bic bdo rang
b t0i ldc ndo ciling nhw the’, khdng bao gio ¢6 th€ & yén mot chd va on
dinh cudc sdng, nhung cho riang bd toi thwe sy khong phai 14 mot ngudi
qua té. Chi khéng dwoc khde. Toi khdng gap bac Simon thwong xuyén. Ma
luén gdp ban ctia me. Hau hét trong s6" ho déu ngu si dan don khing khiép.
Cudc song cha tdi rat budn té... Thé nén b trd vE that tuyét voi. Toi cd
gfng nhé vé nhitng ky niém ot dep. Ong biét da’y, nhitng gi bd t6i da néi,
nhirng trdo ma ong hay choi cling v&i t6i. BO ting lam t6i cwoi ra't nhiéu.
T6i ¢6 tim vai birc hinh cii ctia 6ng. Nhung dwong nhw ching da bi vt di
hét. T61 nght 1a me da xé chung di.”

“Thé& ba 4y van con ra't odn hin bd ¢d.”

“T6i thi nghi ngwoi ma me to6i cdm hén 1a Louise.”

“Louise?”

Ong thay cd tré nén hoi cing thfmg.

“T6i khong nho... tdi ndi 6ng roi ddy... té6i khong nho bat ky cai tén
nao.

“Khong sao dau. Co6 dang néi vé nguoi dan ba ma bd ¢6 da bd di cung.
C6 phai thé khong?”

“Pung vay. Me t6i ndi la ba 8y uéng rwou rat nhi€u, ding ma tiy ntra



va s€ ¢c6 mot két cuc tham hai.”

“Nhurng ma c¢6 khdng biét liéu ¢6 gi xdy dé€n vi ba ta khong?”

“T6i khong biét gi ca.”... Cam xuc cda cd dang 1én. “To6i woe gi 6ng da
khong hoi t6i cdu nao! T6i khong biét ba't cir diéu gi vEé ba ta hét! T6i
khong bao gio’ nghe ndi thém gi vé ba ay! T6i dd quén ma't ba ta cho dén
khi 6ng nhéc lai. Ti néi cho 6ng biét 1a tdi khdng biét gi hét.”

“Puoce roi, dwgce roi,” bac si Stillingfleet néi. “Pwng ¢6 xic ddng nhw
th&”. C6 khdng cén phai ban tim vé nhirng chuyén da qua trong qua khir.
Hay suy nghi vé teong lai. Thé ti€p theo cd s€ lam gi?”

Norma buong ti€ng thé dai: “T6i khong bi€t. Toi khong cé noi nao de di
ca. Toi khong thé... tdt hon hét 1a... chic chin 1a s& t&t hon... khi moi thit
déu két thudc... chila...”

“Chi 1a c¢6 khong th€' nao... thit Ian ntra, ¢6 phai khong? Lam thé 1a kho
14m, c6 bé a. Thoi dworc r'oi, co khong cé noi ndo d€ di, khong c6 ai ma cd
tin twdng, vy co6 cé tién khong?”

“C6, toi ¢o tai khodn ngan hang, va bd toi hang quy van gii ra't nhiéu
tién vao nhung ma toi khong chic 1am... Tdi nghi c6 I&, bay gir, ho dang
di tim t61. To1 khong mudn bi tim thdy.”

“Khong nha't thiét. Toi sé gitp cd sip x&p 6n thda moi viec. C6 mdt noi
tén la Kenway Court. N6 la ki€u nha diéu dwdng, noi ma moi nguoi dén
dwong bénh. o da’y khong c6 bac si hay giwong bénh nao, va cd s€ khong
bi giam gitr & dd’y, t6i c6 the€ hira v&i cd diéu ay. CO cb the' roi di ba't cir khi
nao cd mudn. C6 the #n sdng trén giwong, va ndm ci ngay néu co thich.
Hay nghi ngoi cho thodi mai va khi nao da’y toi s€ xudng ndi chuyén véi co
va ching ta s€ cung nhau giai quy&€t mot vai chuyén. C6 nghe thé& c6 dwoc

khong? C6 c6 mudn theé” khong?”



Norma nhin 6ng ta. C6 ng'6i im, khong bi€u 1§ di€éu gi, nhin cham cham

vao Ong ta, va tw twe gt dau.

T61 hom Yy, béc s1 Stillingfleet goi mot cudc di€n thoai.

“That 12 mot k& hoach bit céc qué ctr,” dng ta néi. “Cod Ay gio dang &
Kenway Court. Hién lanh ngoan ngoan nhr mét con ctru. Chwa the€ cho 6ng
biét nhiéu dwge. CO ta nudt qud nhidu thudc. Toi cho rang 14 co Ay di ding
thudc an than, thudc tao do gidc, va c¢6 the' la ca LSD ntra... C6 &y dung
thudc mot thoi gian r'oi. Co bao 1a khong, nhirng ma tdi khong tin nhirng gi
cd Ay néi 1dm.”

Ong 1&ng nghe mot liic. “Dung hoi toi! Viéc niy phai hét sitc can than.
Co Ay ra't dé so hii... Ding vay, cd ta dang s¢ diéu gi d6, hay co 4y dang
gid vo’ s¢ hai diéu gi d6... Toi chwa biét, toi khong thé néi dwoe. Phai nho
ring nhirng ngudi choi thudc déu khd phire tap. Ong khong thé ludn tin
vao nhurng gi ho néi. Ching ta khong nén qua vdi vang va t6i khong mudn
lam ¢6 ta hoang h6't... Quan hé phirc tap v&i bd ldc con nhd. Toi thi khong
quan tim 1im d&n me c6 Ay, c6 vé nhw 12 mdt ngudi cay nghiét... loai
ngwoi cuong dao va ty man. Téi nghi 6ng bo 1a mdt ngwoi vui vé, va
khong the chiu dwgc sw khét khe cta cudc song hon nhan... Co6 bi€t ai tén
Louise khong?... Cai tén ddy c6 vé lam c6 ta hodng s¢... Hinh nhw la
ngwoi cd Ay ghét nhat. Ba ta dd din b ¢6 Ay di lic ¢6 ta ndm tudi. Bon tré
& tudi &y thwong khdong hi€u nhiéu, nhwng lai rat nhanh chong cam thay

oan gian ngwoi ma chdng cho 1a phai chiu trach nhiém. C6 &y khong gap



lai bd" cho dén hinh nhw cach day vai thang. T6i cho 1a c6 2y da c6 ¥ niém
da cdm rang minh sé& tré thanh ngudi dong hanh ca by va 1 ngwdi ma ong
yéu thwong nha't. R6 rang la co &y da bi tha't vong. B&' ¢ quay vé cung vo,
tré va hap din. Tén ba &'y khong phai 14 Louise, c6 phai khong?... A, vang,
to1 chi héi thdi. Toi chi cho 6ng bi€t dai khdi nhirng sy viéc chung.”

Giong néi & dau day bén kia cit 1én gay git: “Ong vira néi gi? Néi lai
di.”

“T61 noi 1a to1 cho Ong bi€t thong tin dai khéi théi.”

C6 mot khoang lang.

“A, nhan tién day, c6 mot sy kién nhd ma dng ¢ the€ quan tim. C6 Ay da
cd ty tr. DU sao ciing kha vung. Chuyén nay c6 khi€n 6ng gidt minh
khong?... O, khong... Khéng, c6 ta khong udng nguyén lo aspirin, hay 1a
dat dau vao 10 ga dau. C6 ta ddm dau vao mot chi€c Jaguar trong cé vé di
nhanh hon quy dinh. Téi c6 th€ néi cho 6ng biét la té6i da dé€n vira ding
ldc... Pung the, tdi cho rang day that 13 mot phiit bdc dong néng ndi... CO
4y cling ty nhéan la th&. Nhw nguoi ta thweong néi. C6 ta mudn ‘thodt khoi
ta't ca viéc nay’.”

Ong 1&ng nghe mot trang liu riu tr d4u ddy bén kia, va r'oi néi: “Toi
khong biét. O thoi di€m nay, t6i khong chic 18m... sw viéc ¢6 vé 13 rang.
Mot ¢d gdi bon chdn dé cdu ban, hay lo 1dng thai qud va trong trang thdi
kich dong do dung qua nhiéu thudc cac loai. Khdng, tdi khdong thé cho Ong
biet chic chin 1a loai ndo. C6 hang ti cdc thit nhw th& ban troi ndi va déu
gay ra hiéu tng hoi khac nhau. C6 th€ gdy nham 14n, ma't tri nhd, gy han,
hoang mang, hay don gian la rdi loan! Céi khé 1a phai phan biét dwgec cac
phan &ng thyc sy va nhitng phan &ng do thudc giy ra. Cé hai kha ning,

Ong biét da’y. Hoac la c6 gai nay dang ty cwong di€u héa minh 1én, miéu ta



ban than nhr mdt ké tAm than va dé cdu ban va c6 xu hwong ty ti. Diéu d6
thiye sy c6 the' la vay. Hay toan b chi 1a d6i trd. Toi s€ khong loai bd kha
nang c6 4y mudn dung toan bd cau chuyén nay lén vi mot ly do mo’ h'd nao
d6... mudn tao an twong hoan toan sai f'am vé ban than. Néu la th€’, thi co
ta dang lam viéc dé rat khéo 1€o. Thi thodng lai nhw c6 gi d6 khdong diing
14m trong nhitng gi ma cd ta k& C6 phai ¢d Ay 1a nit dién vién thong minh
dang déng vai dién nao da’y? Hay c6 ta that sy 12 nan nhén ty t& quin tri?
Co &y c6 th€ 1a mot trong hai... Ong néi gi?... O, chiéc Jaguar... Vang, né
phéng ra't nhanh. Ong nghi 13 ¢6 th€ khong phai 12 ¢d' ¥ ty t& 2? Ring chiéc
Jaguar @’y c§ tinh mudn céan vao c6?”

Ong suy nghi mot 14t. “Téi khong biét,” éng cham rdi néi. “C6 thé 1a
nhw th€”. Ding, ¢6 the'la th&’, nhwng t6i chwa hé nghi dé€n kha nang dé. Van
deé 1a, moi viéc déu co th€ xdy ra phai khong? Du sao thi khong 1au ntra toi
s€ khai thac thém dwoc nhiéu thong tin twr ¢o ta. T6i da 1am cho ¢d &y hoi
tin twdng minh, mién la t6i khong voi vang lam nhiéu thtr qué va khién co
ta nghi ngo. Co &Yy s€ so'm tin twdng toi, va cho tdi bi€t nhi€u hon, va néu
cd ta thanh that, c6 &y sé thd' 16 moi chuyén v&i ti... cudi cung s€ ndi cho
to1 nghe hét. Hién tai thi c¢6 ta dang nhw s¢ hai di€u gi do... Tat nhién, néu
cd &y mudn lwra toi thi ching ta s€ phai tim hi€u 1y do vi sao. C6 ta dang &
Kenway Court va t6i nghi la c6 s€ chiu & lai ddy. Toi dé nghi la 6ng nén
cho ai d6 tréng coi ¢ ta trong vai ngay va néu cd &y mudn roi di, t6t hon

hé&t 1a cho mot ngwoi nao ma cd ta khong bi€t mat di theo ¢ ta.”



CHUONG 11

Andrew Restarick chau mat vi€t mot ta'm ngan phi€u.

Vian phong 6ng ta trong rong rai v&i ndi tha't hao nhodng theo ki€u tai
phiét dién hinh - ndi that trang tri to thoi Simon Restarick va Andrew
Restarick da khong ban tdm thay doi ma’y, trie viéc thao bod vai birc tranh va
thay thé& bang chan dung cfia chinh minh ma dng mang tir nha dén, thém
mot birc v& Table Mountain bang mau nudre.

Andrew Restarick 1a mdt nguoi dan dng trung nién, da bit dau ting can,
nhwng ky la la trong khong thay doi gi may so voi 6ng ta cach diy muoi
1im nidm trong bitc tranh treo ngay trén chd ng'di, van 13 cdi cam nho ra,
moi mim chat, va do6i 16ng may hoi nhwdng 1én trong ky quac. Khong ¢6 gi
dang chi y - m6t ngwoi binh thwong, chi 1a ldc nay c¢6 vé khong vui cho
18m. Thw ky 6ng ta budc vao phong, tién d&n ban lam viéc cta éng. Ong
nhin I€n.

“Ngai Hercule Poirot dang & day. Ong 4y khing khing 13 ¢6 hen vé&i
ong... nhung t61 khong tim thay trong lich hen.”

“Ngai Hercule Poirot a?” Cai t€n nghe c6 vé quen quen, nhung 6ng
khong th€ nhé trong ngit canh ndo. Ong 1ic dau... “T6i khong the nhé bat

ctr diéu gi vé ong &Yy... midc du hinh nhw 1a t6i da nghe dén cdi tén day.



Ong ta tréng nhw thé nao?”

“Nhd nhén... 12 ngudi nwéc ngoii... toi cho 1a ngwdi Phép... v&i mot
b ria mép lon...”

“T4t nhién ro6i! T6i nhé Mary dd miéu ta 6ng &y. Ong ta dén gip chi
Roddy. Nhwng hen voi toi lam gi?”

“Ong &Yy néi 1 éng viét thu cho éng ta.”

“Khong nhé ra dwoee... ngay ca khi t6i da lam diéu d6. Co6 1€ 1a Mary...
thoi deore roi, khong sao... cho 6ng ta vao di, T61 cling nén bi€t la chuyén

N

gl.

Mot 14t sau Claudia Reece-Holland quay tré vao, dan theo sau c6 mot
ngudi dan 6ng nhd nhin cé cdi dau hinh tring, bo ria mép 1o, ddi gidy da
lang bong va vé ty man von rat hop voi nhirng gi Mary da miéu ta.

“Pay la Ngai Hercule Poirot thwa 6ng,” Claudia Reece-Holland noi.

Co6 quay ra ngoai. Hercule Poirot ti€n vé phia ban. Restarick dirng day.

“Ngai Restarick? Toi 1a Hercule Poirot, ra't han hanh dwoc gap ngai.”

“Q, ding th&". Vo toi ¢6 néi 1a 6ng sé& goi cho ching t6i hodic ding hon 13
goi cho chu t6i. Toi ¢6 the gitp dwoe gi cho 6ng?”

“T6i da trinh bay trong birc thw h'6i ddap cho 6ng.”

“La thw nao? Toi khdng vi€t gi cho 6ng ca, 6ng Poirot a.”

Poirot nhin 6ng ta chim chiam. Sau d6, 6ng rit tir t4i ra mdt 14 the, mé
ra, nhin lwdt qua va cdi ngwoi dwa ngang sang ban.

“Moi Ong ti xem qua, thwa 6ng.”

Restarick nhin né tran trdi. L4 thw dwoc danh mdy trén gid’y van phong

riéng ctia dng. Chir ky cta 6ng rd rang ngay bén dudi.



Thwa ngai Poirot,

T6i sé rdat vui néu ngai co thé’ dén gap toi o dia chi trén khi nao ngai
thady thudn tién nhat. Toi hieu tw nhitng gi vo toi ké’lai va qua nhikng gi toi
biét dworc sau khi dd tham van khdp London, rdng ngai la ngwoi ddng tin
cdy mot khi éng da chap thudn mot nhiém vu doi hoi sw thdn trong.

Tran trong,

Andrew Restarick

Ong hodi mét cich gay gt: “Ong nhan dworc 14 the nay khi nio?”

“Sang nay. Luc nay to1 khong ban gi nén t61 da dén day.”

“That Ia ky la, 6ng Poirot a. La thw nay khong phai do t6i viét.”

“Khong do ong viét?”

“Khéng. Chir ky ctia toi khdc nhiéu... 6ng nhin ma xem.” Ong dua tay
ra nhw th€ dang tim vi du chr viét tay clia minh va khong hé suy nghi chia
ra cuén ngan phi€u vwa ky, d€ Poirot ¢4 th€ nhin thdy, “6ng thd’y khong?
Chuw ky trén 14 thw khong giong chir ky cda toi chit nao.”

“Nhwng that 1a la,” Poirot néi. “Hoan toan ba't thwong. Vay ai ¢6 theé viét
14 thw nay?”

“T6i cling dang ty hoi diéu day.”

“C6 the&' nao... xin 16i 6ng... 1a vor dng?”

“Khong, khong. Mary s€ khong bao gio’ lam thé nay dau. Va du gi di
nita thi tai sao c6 &Yy lai phai ky tén t6i? O, khong dau, cd &y sé néi toi biét
n&u lam th&’, d€'t6i chuan bj gap 6ng.”

“Th& 6ng hoan toan khong bi€t ai da gdi 1a thw nay a?”

“Khong, thyc sy 1a khong.”



“Vay 6ng Restarick, 6ng c¢6 biét ba't cir gi vé viéc duwoc dé cap trong thw
ma ong mudn té1 tham gia khong?”

“Lam thé nao ma tdi bi€t dwoc?”

“Xin 16i,” Poirot néi, “6ng van chwa doc hét 14 thw nay. Ong s& d€y &
dwdi cung cda trang dau tién bén dwdi chir ky, ¢6 dong chir nhd xin hay
sang trang.”

Restarick 14t 14 thw lai. O phia trén cling cla trang tiép theo, dong chi
danh may ti&€p tuc: Viéc ma téi mudn trao doi voi éng co lién quan dén con
gdi cua toi, Norma.

Théi d6 cta Restarick thay doi. Khuén mat ong t6i sam lai. “Thi ra la
vay. Nhung ai ¢6 th€ bi€t dworc... ai ¢6 the can thiép vao chuyén nay chi?
A1 biet chuyén nay?”

“C6 th€ nao day la cach dé€ thuyét phuc 6ng tham khdo y ki€n cua toi
ching? Mot ngwdi ban ¢6 y 5t ndo da’y? Ong that khong c6 khdi niém gi
V€ nguoi viét 14 thw nay a?”

“T6i khong biét ba't c diéu gi.”

“Va ong khong dang gip riac r&i v&i con gdi clia minh... cd géi tén
Norma chx?”

Restarick chdm rai néi: “T6i ¢6 dira con gai tén Norma. Con gai mét.”
Giong ndi cuia 6ng hoi thay doi khi thot ra nhirng 1o cudi cuing.

“Va cd &'y dang gip ric 161, khé khin trong chuyén gi day a?”

“Né&u c0 thi t6i cling khong rd.” Nhung 6ng hoi ngdp ngung khi néi vay.

Poirot nghiéng ngwoi vE phia tredre. “Toi khong nghi thé, dng Restarick.
Hin 12 6 chuyén gi dd’y lién quan dén con gai ciia 6ng.”

“Tai sao Ong lai nghi thé? C6 ai n6i cho 6ng bi€t dieu gi a?”



“T6i hoan toan chi nghe ra tw cach néi cia dng thoi, thwa dng. Ra't nhiéu
ngwoi,” Hercule Poirot néi thém, “dang c¢6 van dé voi cac cd con gai.
Nhitng c¢6 gdi tré nay la cdac bac thién tai trong viéc viedng vao da cac loai
ric rdi. Chic day cling 12 mdt treong hop nhw vay.”

Restarick im Idng mdt ldc, go tay lién h'6i 1én mat ban. “Vang, t6i lo cho
Norma,” cudi cling 6ng ta néi. “Con bé 1a dira khé tinh. Hay lo lng thdi
qud, c6 khuynh hwéng cudng loan va dé bj kich dong. T6i.. that khong may
12 t6i khong hi€u 16 con bé 1dm.”

“Chéc 1a c6 lién quan d&n mdt cu trai tré ndo da’y phai khong?”

“O mot chirng muc nao da’y thi ding thé’, nhwng d6 khdng hoan toan la
nhitng gi khién t6i lo 1dng. T6i nghi 13...” 6ng nhin Poirot do héi. “Tdi ¢
nén tin twdng ring dng 1a mdt ngwdi ra't than trong khong?”

“Néu khong thé thi toi s€ rat mang ti€ng trong ngh€ nghi€p ctia minh.”

“T6i mudn tim thdy con géi clia minh.”

“09”

“N6 vEé thdm nha cudi tuan trwd’c nhw thweong 1€. DEm Chi nhit, c6 vé
nhw né da quay lai can ho ma né thué chung véi hai ¢6 gai khac, nhung gio
toi biét dworc 12 n6 khong quay vé day. N6 chic 1a da di... dau day.”

“Thyc t€'1a cd &y da bi€n mata?”

“Nghe ¢6 vé hoi ceong di€u qua, nhweng gan gidng nhw thé'. T6i hy vong
13 6 1o giai thich hoan toan ti nhién cho viéc ndy, nhwng. .. 4, toi tin ring
bit clr ngwdi bd ndo ciing s& lo 1ing. N6 van chwra goi dién thoai hay gidi
thich gi v&i m&’y ¢6 ban chung nha.”

“Ho ciing lo l1ing 47

“Khong hin. Toi nghi 1a... 2, t6i cho 1a ching ciling khong lo ling gi



may. Cac ¢6 gai rat 1a doc 14p. Hon nhiéu so v&i khi t6i roi khdi nwede Anh
cach diy mwoi 1am nam.”

“Thé& con ciu trai tré ma ong bdo rang 6ng khong chap thuan? C6 th&
nao c6 ay da bo di voi ciu ta?”

“T6i rat hy vong la khong phdi vay. Piéu ddy la c6 kha nidng, nhwng toi
khong... vo to1 khong nghi the’. Toi tin 1a 6ng da gdp cau ta, vao cai ngay
ma 6ng dén nha d€ gap cha t6i...”

“A, ding r'oi, toi nghi 12 t6i biét 6ng dang nhic d&n ai. Mot anh chang
tré trung di€n trai nhwng khong phai 1a dang ngwoi ma cac 6ng bd" s€ yén
tam. Toi d€'y 1a vor 6ng cling khdng hai long.”

“Vo t6i kha chic chin 1a hom diy cau ta d&n nha ma khong mudn cho
ai biét.”

“Co 1€ cau ta bi€t minh khong dwoc chao dén & day?”

“Han r'6i,” Restarick n6i dit khodt.

“Liic &y 6ng khong nghi ring con gdi 6ng di cling v&i cu ta 4?7

“T6i khong bi€t phai nghi gi. T6i khong... lic dau thi khdng.”

“Ong hin da bdo canh s4t.”

“Khong.”

“Néu trong treong hop ¢6 ngwoi mat tich, thwong tdt hon hét 1a di bao
canh sat. Ho ciing rdt kin d4o va lai ¢6 sdn nhiéu phwong tién ma nguwoi
nhuw t61 khong ¢6.”

“T6i khong mudn bdo canh sat. B6 1a con géi toi, 6ng hi€u khong? Con
gai cua to6i. Néu n6é mudn... tron di moét thoi gian va khdng cho ching t6i
biét, thi d6 12 quyé&t dinh ctia né. Khong c6 1y do gi d€ tin rang né dang gip

nguy hi€m hay bat ctr diéu gi twong ty nhw thé”. Toi... ty t6i chi mudn biét



né & dau thoi.”

“C6 th€ nao, thwa 6ng Restarick... t6i hy vong la t6i khong gid dinh qua
mitc, rang da’y khong phai 13 thit duy nha't khién dng lo l1ing vé c6 con gii
ciia minh?”

“Tai sao 6ng lai nghi la con cé di€u gi khac nwra?”

“Bé&i viec mdt ¢d gdi ving miit trong vai ngdy ma khong bdo cho bd me
cd biét, hay cho nhirng ngwoi ban ciung nha, 1a ¢6 ta di diu, hoan toan
khong c6 gi ba't thwong, dac biét 1a ngay nay. Toi nghi la viéc nay, cing v&i
chuyén gi khac ntra, da khi€n 6ng hoang hot.”

“Vang, chic 6ng néi ding. La...” dng nhin Poirot day nghi ngo. “That
ra't khé d€ néi nhirng viéc nay voi ngwoi la.”

“Khong hin vay dau,” Poirot néi. “Dé dang hon ra't nhiéu khi néi v&i
ngudi la nhitng chuyén nay hon 13 v&i ban bé hay ngwdi quen. Chic chin
la 6ng phai dong y v&i viéc nay chi?”

“Co 1&. C6 khi 1a thé”. To6i hi€u y 6ng la gi. Vang, t6i thira nhan 1a t6i rat
tha't vong v&i con bé. Ong biét dd’y né... n6 khong gidng nhw nhirng co gai
khdc va cé chuyén da khién toi lo 1ang... khién ca hai ching toi rat lo
lang.”

Poirot né6i: “C6 1€ con gai 6ng dang & vao do tuoi kho khan cia thoi tré,
thoi nién thi€u da cdm khi ma, thzatng thdn ma néi, ching c6 kha niing giy ra
chuyén ma hau nhw khdng bj bét chju trdch nhiém. Xin dirng nghi sai n&u
toi danh 1i€u phong dodn chuyén nay. Con gdi dng c6 1€ odn gidn va khong
hai long v&i viée ¢6 me k& ding khong?”

“That khong may khi do6 lai 1a sy that. Ma hon ntra 1a con bé khong c6 1y
do gi d€ nhu thé cd, 6ng Poirot a. Pau phai to6i va me nd chia tay méi day.

Chidng t6i da li than nhiéu nadm tredc r'6i.” Ong ngung lai va r'oi néi. “T6i



tot hon 1a nén néi1 chuyén thgng thdn v&i dng. Xét cho cling thi cling chéng
cé gi d€ gidu. Ngwoi vor dau va toi khdng & cuing nhau, néi thging ra la vay.
T6i gdp ngwdi khic, ngwdi ma toéi yéu say dim. Toi roi Anh va di Nam Phi
voi ¢6 ta. Vo t0i khong chd’p thuén li hon va t6i cling khdng doi hdi c¢6 Ay
phai 1am th&". T6i lo 14ng tai chinh day da cho vor va dita con... ldc Ay con
bé m¢&i dwoc ndm tudi...”

Ong ta nging lai va r'oi tiép tuc: “Khi nghi lai, toi tha’y ring khi 4y minh
ba't ddc chi d3 1au. Toi khat khao dworc di ddy di d6. Vao thoi diém do, toi
chan ghét vi€éc bi cOt chat vao ban lam viéc. Anh t6i1 da nhi€u lan trach t61
khong d€ tam dén cong viéc kinh doanh cta gia dinh, ma téi dang cling anh
quan 1y. Anh cho ring t6i da khong nd lyc. Nhung t6i khong mudn song
mot cudc doi nhwe the. Té6i mudn phiéu Iwvu mao hi€m. Téi mudn nhin thay
th& gidi va nhirng noi hoang da...”

Ong @6t ngdt dirng lai.

“Ma thoi... 6ng khong mudn nghe vé chuyén doi t6i. Toi di Nam Phi va
Louise theo clng tdi. Nhwng r'oi moi chuyén d6 vor. T6i thwea nhan. T6i yéu
¢d ta nhwng chiing t6i cai nhau khong ngirng nghi. Co6 &y ghét cudc sdng &
Nam Phi vA mudn quay lai London v Paris... nhitng chdn phttc tap va ric
rdi &y. Ching toi chia tay nhau khodng mét nim sau khi d&n d6.” Ong thé
dai. “C¢ 1€ sau d6 t6i nén quay tréd lai, voi cudc sdng té& nhat ma toi rat
khong thich. Nhung ma khong dwoc. To1 khong bi€t lieu vo t01 s€ chap
nhén viéc tdi quay lai hay khong. C6 the€ cd &y s€ cho d6 la nghia vu cua
minh. C6 ta lic nao cling lam tron moi nghia vu.”

Poirot nhan ra sy cay ding nhe trong 1&i néi do.

“Nhung t6i cho 1a tdi nén nghi nhiéu hon cho Norma. Pira bé song an

toan v&i me nd. Moi van dé vat chat déu dwgc sap dit on thda. Thinh



thodng t0i van viét the va g&i qua cho con bé, nhung t6i khong mdt Ian
nghi 1a minh s€ quay lai Anh d€ thim né. Piéu nay ciing khong hoan toan
d4ng trdch vé phan t6i. T6i di c6 mot cudc song khac va cit cho rang viée
¢ mot ngwoi bd cir dén r'oi di s€ lam xdo tron cudc sdng va sy binh tim
cta dia tré. Dui sao di ntra, hdy xem nhw 1a t6i da lam nhirng gi t6t nha't ¢
the.”

Restarick n6i nhanh hon. Nhw thé€ 1a 6ng &y da cam thdy mdt sy an ui
nha't dinh trong viéc thd 10 cau chuyén qua khir ctia minh cho mot ngwoi
nghe ddy cdm thong. DAy 1a phdn rng ma Poirot tredc ddy van thuong
thay va ong ra’t khuyén khich viéc nay.

“Ong chwa bao gio’ mong vé nha sao?”

Restarick 14c dau qua quyét. “Khong, dng thdy ddy, tdi dang c6 mot
cudc song ma toi ra't thich, mét doi sdOng ma to6i nghi la danh cho minh. T6i
di tv Nam Phi d&n D6ng Phi. Cong viéc kinh doanh cuta t6i ra't thudn loii va
tai chinh rat td't, td't cd moi thir toi cham vao déu phat dat, nhirng dw 4n ma
toi ¢6 lién quan, doi khi v&i ngwoi khac, doi ldic mot minh, déu ra't t6t. Toi
thwong di vao rieng va di bd dwong dai. P6 1a cuéc s6ng ma t6i ludbn mong
mudn, V€ ban chat tdi 1a con ngwoi cha thién nhién. C6 1€ d6 1a 1i do vi sao
khi tdi k&t hon v&i ngwdi vor dAu, toi cdm thay bi giam c¢Am, bi mic ket.
Khong, t6i thich tw do va t6i khong mudn quay tré lai cudc s6ng binh
thwong ma téi teng cé & day.”

“Nhwng cudi cung thi 6ng cling da quay tré’ lai ma?”

Restarick thé dai. “Vang, toi da trd lai. U thi, khi nguwoi ta gia di, t6i cho
la th&" Ciling 1a vi t6i va mot d6i tdc khic da c6 mdt giao dich kha tot.
Chiing t6i da dat dwoc mot thoa thudn ma ¢ the dan dén k&t qua rat quan

trong. Viéc ndy ¢in dwgre dam phén & London. O ddy t6i ¢6 thé nhd anh



trai minh gidi quyét, nhng ma anh &y mit roi. Toi van 12 mot doi tdc
trong cong ty. Toi ¢6 the trd vE néu t6i mudn va ti€p quan moi sw. D6 1a
Tan d4u tién tdi nghi d&n viéc s& lam vdy. Y tdi 1a tré vé v&i cude song
thanh thj.”

“Co6 th€ vgr Ong... vo hai ciia 6ng...”

“Diing vay, ong c6 th€ tha’y 14n cAn chd &Y. Liic anh to6i ma't, tdi chi mdi
k&t hon véi Mary dwgrc mot hay hai thang. Mary sinh ra & Nam Phi nhung
cd &y da d&n Anh vai I'an va rat thich cudc s6ng & day. Co &y dac biét thich
viéc ¢6 mot khu vweon ki€u Anh! Con t6i? fJ’, c6 1€ day la Tan dau tién toi
nghi minh ciing s€ thich cudc s6ng & Anh. T6i ciing nghi d&€n Norma. Me¢
con bé mat hai nam trwedrc d6. T6i ndi ta't cad moi viéc voi Mary, va ¢co dy
ra't s&n long gidp d& tdi x4y dung t& Am cho c6 con géi clia minh. Moi vién
canh déu c6 vé twoi sang, thé nén...” 6ng mim cwoi. “Thé nén toi tré veé
nha.”

Poirot nhin vao bitc chan dung treo phia sau ddu cta Restarick. Anh
sang & day tot hon dnh sdng & can nha ngoai 6. N6 cho thdy rat ro rang
ngudi dan 6ng dang ngdi & ban 1am viéc; nhitng nét dic trung, cdi cim
wong bwong, déi 16ng may bu'don cwoi, mai dau dinh dac, nhwng birc chan
dung c¢6 mo6t diéu ma nguwoi dan 6ng dang ng'6i & chi€c gh& bén dwdi kia
khong c6. Tudi tré!

Mot suy nghi nwra xua't hién trong dau Poirot. Tai sao Andrew Restarick
lai chuyén birc tranh nay tw ving ngoai 6 dén van phong 6ng & London?
Hai btrc chan dung cta 6ng va vor dwore thye hién cuing ldc bdi nguwoi nghé
si chuyén v€ chin dung ndi ti€ng lic ba’y gio. Trong sé ty nhién hon néu d€
hai bitc cling v&i nhau, nhw y twdng tir lic bat dau, Poirot nghi. Nhung

Restarick da chuyén birc ctia 6ng dé€n vian phong. Pay c6 phai 1a sy hom



minh cta 6ng &y khdng... ao wdc dwge the€ hién ban than nhe mot nguoi
thanh thi, m0t nhan vat quan trong trong thanh phd nay? Nhung ong la
ngwoi da danh phian nhiéu thoi gian & nhirng noi hoang da, da thd nhén 1a
thich nhitng noi nhu thé” hon. Hay ¢6 th€ 6ng 1am th& d€ nhic minh vé c4
tinh thanh thi cAn ¢6? C6 phai ong ta thi’y ¢n trr vO yén?

“Hay la, tdt nhién r'6i,” Poirot nghi, “don gian chi vi hv danh thdi! Ngay
ca ban than minh,” Poirot ti nhi, v&i vé khiém tdn ba't thwong, “ngay ca
minh ciing c6 lic phu phi€m...”

Phiit 1ing yén ngén ngli chot bi phi v&. Restarick phan tran: “Tha 16i
cho t6i, thwa 6ng Poirot. C6 vé nhw cau chuyén cuia t6i da lam phién 6ng.”

“Khong c¢6 gi d€ xin 13i cd, thwa ngai Restarick. Thyc sy thi 6ng k&€ vé
cudc doi minh vi n6 ¢6 the’ da anh hwdng dé€n cudc sdng cua con gédi dng.
Ong ra't khong an 1ong vé cd bé. Nhung t6i khong nghi 13 dng da néi cho
to6i nghe 1y do that sw. Ong mudn tim thiy cd &y, 6ng néi thé phai khong?”

“Dung the’, tdi mudn tim ra con bé.”

“Ong muén tim cd bé, ding vy, nhung éng mudn chinh t6i tim co Ay
khong? A, xin dirng ngan ngai. Lich thiép khach sdo... 12 rdt ¢an thiét
trong cudc s6ng, nhwng khdong phai & diay. Hay nghe nay. T6i c¢6 the cho
ong biet, 1a n€u Ong muon tim thdy con gai minh thi t6i... Hercule
Poirot... khuyén 6ng hay dén canh sat vi ho c6 day du phwong tién. Va
theo hi€u bi€t riéng cua tdi thi ho cling ra't than trong va kin ddo.”

“T6i s€ khong dén S& Cénh sat dau trie khi... ding, tree khi cung
dwong.”

“Ong tha di ki&m thdm t& tw 4?7

“Ping vay. Nhung 6ng bi€t day, t6i khong biét gi vé tham ti tw ca. Toi

khong bi€t ai... ai dang tin cdy. T61 khong bi€t ai...”



“Va ong bi€t gi veé t61?”

“T6i biét chit it vEé 6ng. Vi du nhw, 6ng gitr chirc vu tinh bdo ra't uy tin
trong chié&n tranh, vi thyc t& 1a chi t6i da bao dam diéu do. Do 1a sy that.”

Restarick khong cdm nhan dwoc nét giéu cot thodng qua trén mit Poirot.
Sw that ma Restarick thwra nhin kia hoan toan la do twdng. Mic du
Restarick chic han phai biét la tri nh& va thi lyc cia ngai Roderick khong
dang tin nhw thé nao, 6ng ta lai da tin ngay nhirng gi Poirot ty tao V€ minh,
méc ca chi 1an chai. Nhin 6ng ta, Poirot cang ciing c¢& niém tin ring khong
bao gio’ nén tin ba't cir di€u gi twr ba't ky ai ma khong xac nhan lai. Phai nghi
ngo ta't cd moi nguoi, d6 1a cham ngdn s6ng quan trong nha't cda dng trong
nhiéu nam, n€u khdng ndi 1a sudt doi.

“Hay d¢€ tdi doan chic v&i 6ng mot Tan nira,” Poirot néi. “Trong sudt sy
nghi€p ctia minh t6i da cyc ky thanh cong. That tinh la khong ai sanh kip t6i
trong nhi€éu mat.”

Restarick lic nay dwong nhw it thdy yén tim hon! Thét vay, véi mot
ngwoi Anh, viéc mdt nguoi ty ca ngoi ban than nhw thé khién nguoi khac
d&’y 1én nhiéu nghi ngai. Ong néi: “Ong nghi thé nao vé ban than minh, dng
Poirot? Ong c6 thdy ty tin ring minh s& tim ra con géi t6i khong?”

“Cé 1& 12 khong nhanh bang canh sét, nhung c6. T6i sé tim thiy cd bé.”

“Va... van€u 6ng tim th@y con bé...”

“Nhwng n€u 6ng mudn t6i tim cd bé, ong Restarick, 6ng phai cho toi
bi€t moi chuyén.”

“Nhung tdi vira néi cho 6ng nghe da’y. Thoi gian, dia di€m, con bé ¢6
theé’ dang & dau. Toi c6 th€ cung cap cho dng danh sach ban be cia no...”

Poirot lic dau kich liét. “Khdng, khong, tdi dé nghi 6ng cho tdi biét sy



that.”

“Y 6ng la ndy gio nhirng gi téi néi khong phai 12 sw that?”

“Ong vin chwa cho toi bi€t moi chuyén. T6i chic chin. Piéu gi khién
ong e s¢’ vay? Nhurng viéc gi ma toi chwa bi€t... nhirng sy ki€n ma t6i can
phéi bi€t n€u t6i mudn tim ra dwgc c6 bé 1a gi? Con gdi 6ng khong thich
me k&’ Piéu day rat rd rang dé hi€u. Hoan toan khong c6 gi la. D6 1a mot
phan Gng vo ciing ty nhién. Ong phéi nhé ring c6 the c6 A’y da bi mat ton
suing Ong trong ra't nhiéu nam qua. Piéu nay c6 th€ xay ra trong treong hop
hén nhéan tan v& va dia tré phai chiu méot don tdm ly nghiém trong. Ping
viy, t6i biét minh dang néi gi. Ong cho ring con nit s& hay quén. Piing thé.
Khi gdp lai, ¢6 th€ con gdi 6ng da quén mat ong trong thé nao hay giong
ndi cua Ong ra sao. CH ta s€ tao ra hinh anh cua riéng 6ng cho minh, 6ng bo
di. C6 4y mudn ong quay vé. Me co Ay, chic chin 13 can ngin co néi
chuyén v&i dng, va vi thé nén cb &y cang nghi vé 6ng hon. Ong cang tré
nén quan trong v&i ¢6 &y hon. Va vi ¢6 8y khong the néi voi me veé dng, ¢6
Ay da c6 moOt phan ¢ng ra’t tir nhién v&i mot dira tré... d6 10i cho me vi sy
vang mit clia nguwdi cha. C6 Ay da ty nhd v&i minh nhitng diéu nhu: ‘Bo
thwong minh. B6™ chi khong thich me th6i’, va tie ¥ nghi &y da hinh thanh
st ton sung, mOt mdi lién hé bi mat gitra cd va 6ng. Nhirng gi xdy ra khong
phai 12 16i ctia bo". Co ta s€ khong tin diéu A'y!

“Vang dung th&, viéc nay van thwong xdy ra, toi cam doan v&i Ong the'.
To6i bi€t it nhiéu vé tdm 1y hoc. Th& nén khi ¢6 ta bi€t 1a dng tré vE nha,
ring co 4y va Ong s& sum hop, ra't nhiéu ky niém ma cd &y da gat sang mot
bén va khong nghi d&€n trong nhi€u nam da quay tré lai. B& cd dang tré ve!
Ong va cd s€ hanh phic bén nhau! C6 hau nhw khong nhan ra sy ¢6 mat cta

me k€&, c6 1€ 1a the’, cho dén khi ¢6 &y gdp ba ta. Va roi co6 ta ghen ghét dw



doi. T6i qua quyét voi ong la viéc nay rat ty nhién. Co &y d6 ky manh liét
mot phian la vi vo clia 6ng 1a mot ngwoi phu nir dep, tinh t€, va kha dinh
dac, vOon la diéu ma cdc c6 gdi thwong cha’p nhat vi ho hay thi€u ty tin vao
ban than. Ban than c6 &y c¢6 th€ kha vung vé cé 1€ vi mac cam ty ti. Vi th&’
nén khi cd &y trong thd'y me k& xinh dep va gidi giang, ra't nhi€u kha nang
la co @y s€ ghét ba ta, nhu mot cd gai vi thanh ni€n nhung hdy con dau 6c
tré con.”

“Vay...” Restarick do duy. “DPiéu nay khong it thi nhiéu gidng voi nhirng
gi cac bac s ndi khi chiing t6i tham khado y kién ho... y tbi la...”

“A ha,” Poirot néi, “vdy dng c6 tham khao ¥ kién béc si roi phii khdng?
Ong hin phai ¢6 chuyén gi m&i phai tim béc si?”

“That ra la khong c6 gi.”

“O, khong, 6ng khong thé néi the’ véi Hercule Poirot dwore. Khong phai
la khong c6 gi. C6 gi d6 ra't nghiém trong va 6ng nén cho tdi bi€t, vi n€u
nhu t6i biét nhitng gi dang dién ra trong dau cd bé, tdi s& dé lam viéc hon.
Moi viéc sé ti€n trién nhanh hon.”

Restarick im 1dng mdt lic 1au, sau d6 6ng dwa ra quyé€t dinh: “Viéc nay
doi hdi sy tin cdy tuyét ddi, ong Poirot. Toi ¢ the tin twdng vao ong... ong
c6 th€ bao dam viéc nay cho t6i dworc khong?”

“Bang moi gid. Piéu gi da khién 6ng phién mudn?”

“T6i khong thé... chic chin dworc.”

“Con gai 6ng da lam viéc gi chong lai vor 6ng sao? Viéc gi dd'y khong
chi & mirc hdn hao ki€u tré con hay néi nhitng diéu ding ghét. Diéu gi day
t€ hai hon thé& ntra... nghi€ém trong hon nhiéu. Cé phai c6 ay da tdn cong

bata?”



“Khong, né khong phdi tAn cong... khong phdi 13 bang tay chan
nhwng... khong c6 gi dwoe chirng minh ca.”

“R0 la th€". Chiing ta s€ thwra nhan diéu d6.”

“Vo t6i d6 bénh...” Ong ngip ngirng.

“A.” Poirot néi. “Dwoc roi, toi hifu... Va ban chit cin bénh cia ba ay
la gi? C6 th€ nao 1a veé ti€u hda khong? Mot ki€u viem rudt?”

“Ong that nhanh tri, dng Poirot a. Ong qua that tinh y. Pung 12 lién quan
dén duong rudt. Viéc v toi phan nan ra't khé hi€u, vi stec khoe ctia ¢6 Ay
ldc nao ciing tuyét voi. Cudi cuing thi ho chuyén ¢6 &y dén bénh vién d¢
‘theo do1’, theo nhu ho goi. Va xét nghiém.”

“Vakét quala?”

“Ho khong yén tdm 1dm... C6 &y c6 vé nhwr da hoan toan binh phuc va
dwoc dwa vEé nha theo ding thoi han. Nhwng bénh trang lai tai phat. Ching
toi da ki€m tra than trong céac bira an clia ¢6 &Yy, va viéc ndu nwéng. Co Ay
nhw bi mét dang viém. Ching t6i ki€ém nghiém nhtrng mén ma cd ay &n
bang cdch 14y mau moi thit, d€ chic chin chitng minh dwoc ring cé chat gi
da’y da dwoc cho vao nhiéu mon khac nhau. Ma lai la mén dn ma chi v t6i
dung.”

“N6i theo ngdn ngtr thong thwong 1a ¢é ai d6 da dau doc ba ay. Co ding
thé"khong?”

“Kha ding. V&i nhiéu Iiéu nhd c¢6 tac dung tich 1ay.”

“Ong nghi ng& con gdi minh?”

“Khong phai.”

“Tbi cho 1a th&. Ai khdc c6 th€ 1am viéc nay? Ong da nghi ngd con géi

minh.”



Restarick thd dai. “Thanh that ma néi, ding vay.”

Khi Poirot vé d&€n nha, George dang cho dng.

“Co ba Edith goi cho 6ng, thwa 06ng...”

“Edith?” Poirot cau may.

“Ba ta, theo tdi hiél, 1a thay mit ba Oliver. Ba &y nho tdi nhin v&i dng
la ba Oliver dang & trong bénh vién St. Giles.”

“Ba &y bi lam sao?”

“Theo toi hi€u thi b ta... tm... bi ddnh bing dui cui.” George d3 khong
n6i h&t phan sau 11 nhdn, ring: ... nhdn cho ong ta biét rdng tat cd la 16i
cuia ong ta.

Poirot tic lwdi. “T6i dd cinh bdo ba Ay... dém qua toi di rat lo ldng khi

',’

toi goi cho ba ta, ma khong ¢6 ai nghe mdy ca. Oi dan ba



CHUONG 12

“Hay di mua mdt con cdng,” ba Oliver dot ngdt néi mdt cach bat ngo. Ba
tham chi con khdng mé mét khi néi the’, giong con y&u &t day phan no.

Ba ngudi giat ndy minh dwa mét nhin ba.

Ba lai néi: “Panh vao dau.”

Ba m& mét, va't va tip trung, va c¢d gdng nhin xem minh dang & dau.

bi€u dau tién ba nhin thdy 1a mot khudn mat hoan toan xa la. Mgt clu
trai tré dang ngdi viét vio mot cudn s&. Cau dang cAm mdt cay biit chi s&n
sang trong tay.

“Canh sat,” ba Oliver n6i ro rang.

“Xin 16i ba vira n6i gi thwra ba?”

“T6i ndi cau la canh sat,” ba Oliver néi. “Cé phai khong?”

“Pung roi, thwa ba.”

“T6i hanh hung tdn cdng ngwdi,” ba Oliver néi va nhim mét hai long.
Khi ba mé& mét ra I4n nita, ba quan sat tron xung quanh hon. Ba dang nim
trén giwong bénh kha sach s€. Loai giwong ¢6 the nang 1€n ha xuéng. Ba
khong & nha. Ba nhin quanh va nhan dinh: “Bénh vién, hodc ¢6 thé l1a vién

dwong 130,” ba noi.



Moét cd dang ding & cira, trong c6 vé phu trach & ddy, va mot ¢6 y ta
khdc dang ding canh giwvong bénh ciia ba. Ba nhidn dang ngwoi thi tuw.
“Khéng ai,” ba Oliver néi, “cé th€ nham 14n hang ria mép kia duwoc. Ong
dang lam gi & day th¢’, dng Poirot?”

Hercule Poirot ti€n vé phia giwvong. “To6i da dan ba phai can than ma,”
ong noi.

“Bat ky ai cling c6 th€ lac dwong,” ba Oliver néi, cé phéan hoi khé hi€u,
va thém vao: “Pdu té1 dau qui.”

“Ciing phai thoi. Nhw ba vira phdng doan da’y, ba bij danh vao dau.”

“Ping r'6i. B&i con Cong.”

Vién canh sit cira quiy lo 1ing va r'di néi: “Xin 18i, thira ba, ba néi 1 ba
bi tdn cong b&i modt con cong?”

“Tat nhién r'6i. Téi da ¢ cam gidc kho chiu trong mot thoi gian roi -
ciu biét da’y, bau khong khi nay.” Ba Oliver cd vAy tay d€ mo ta bau khong
khi bang mot ¢t chi thich hop, va nhin mit. “Oi,” ba néi. “T6t hon hét 1a
toi khong nén thwr viéc d6 nira.”

“Bénh nhén cua t6i khong dwoe qua kich thich,” ¢6 y ta tredng néi voi
vé khong tan thanh.

“Ba c6 thé cho t6i bi€t vu hanh hung xay ra ¢ dau khong?”

“T6i hoan toan khong ¢6 ba't cir khai niém gi. Toi bi lac dwong. Toi di ra
tr mot xwdng vé nao ddy. Puoc bao quéan ra't té. Ban thiu. Cau thanh nién
kia da 1au r'oi khong cao rau. Chiéc 4o khoac da béng nhon.”

“P6 ¢6 phai la ngroi da hanh hung ba khong?”

“Khong, 1a ngwoi khac.”

“Né&u ba c6 th€ cho toi biét...”



“T6i dang néi cho ciu bigt ddy ma, c6 phai the’ khdng? Toi di theo hin
ta, cdu biét dad’y, t ldc & quén ca phé... chi la tdi von khong gidi theo doi
ngudi khic. Khong dwoc rén luyén. Khé hon tdi nghi nhiéu.” D6i mét ba
tdp trung vao vién canh sit. “Nhwng t6i cho la ciu bi€t tdt ca nhirng ky
thuat nay. Y t6i 14 cdu dwoe hoc céc khéa. .. theo ddi ngudi khéac, c6 phai
khong? O, dirng ban tam, viéc nay khdng quan trong. Ciu biét dd’y,” ba néi
v&i tdc dd nhanh bat ngor, “moi viéc dién ra kh4 don gian. To6i di xudng &
The World’s End, t6i nghi thé&’, va td't nhién tdi cho 1a ciu ta & lai voi nhirng
ngwoi khdc... hay di vé hudng khac. Nhwng thay vao do, cau Ay lai theo
sau to1.”

“D6 1a ai?”

“Con Cong,” ba Oliver no6i, “va cau ta lam t61 tha't kinh. Thi ai thdy viéc
khéng theo y minh nghi ma khong giat minh. Y t6i l1a cu ta theo doi t6i
thay vi t6i theo doi cdu ta, y 1a trede d6, va toi thd’y khdng yén chiit nao.
Thyc t€ thi ciu bi€t daYy, toi ra't s¢r. Toi khong bi€t tai sao. Cau &y néi
chuyén kha lich sy nhwng t6i rat hodng s¢’. Du sao thi sy viéc la nhw thé va
cdu ta n6i la ‘Hay lén day va xem xwdng v€ di’, thé’ nén t6i da di 1én mot
cdi cau thang kha op ep. Trong n6é nhr mot cdi thang dirng va & dé ¢c6 mot
cdu thanh nién khdac... cdi cau ban ban... dang v€ tranh, va c6 mdt cd gai
dang 1am mAiu. C6 Ay kh4 sach s&. That sy 12 con xinh xidn dé thwong. Bon
ho té ra d& thwong va lich thiép, va roi toi ndi la tdi phai vé nha, va ho chi
toi cach d€ di d&€n dwong King. Nhwng ho khdéng chi ding dwong cho t6i
dwoc. Ta't nhién la cling ¢6 th€ do t6i nhé sai. Cau biét da’y, khi ngwoi khac
bdo cdu di ré trdi & ngo thir hai va ré phai & ngd th ba, thi thinh thodng ciu
lai 1am ngwore lai. Du sao thi t6i da di vao mot khu 6 chudt gan song. Lic
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da’y thi cam giac s¢ hai da bi€n ma't. T61 chdac han minh da ma't canh giac



khi Con Cong danh t61.”

“T6i nghi 1a ba ta dang mé sang,” cd y ta néi voi giong giai thich.

“Khong phai th€”,” ba Oliver néi. “Tdi bi€t minh dang néi gi.”

Co y t4 m& miéng, bit gidp anh nhin khién trach cla y td trudng va
nhanh chong im lang.

“Dd nhung va sa-tanh va mai téc xoan dai,” ba Oliver noi.

“Mot con cong mdc d6 sa-tanh a? Mot con cong that sy, thwa ba. Ba
nghi 1a ba da nhin thd'y mot con cong that gan bor song & Chelsea?”

“Cong that 47” ba Oliver no6i. “Tat nhién 1a khong r'6i. That 1a ngd ngan.
Mot chii cong that sé 1am gi & bor song Chelsea?”

C6 vé nhuw khdng ai ¢6 cu tra loi cho cdu hoi nay.

“Cau ta di khénh khang,” ba Oliver néi, “d6 1a 1i do tai sao toi1 dat biét
danh cho cau &y 1a Con Cong. Khoe mé¢, ciu biet da’y. Phu phi€m. Ty hao
vEé ngoai hinh ctia minh. C6 th€ 1a con nhiéu thir khac ntra.” Ba nhin Poirot.
“Tén David hay gi dd’y. Ong biét 12 t6i dang néi ai ma.”

“Ba néi 1a ciu thanh nién tén David hanh hung bang cich ddnh viao dau
baa?”

“Dung vay.”

Hercule Poirot néi. “Ba c¢6 nhin thdy cau ta khong?”

“T6i khong thdy,” ba Oliver n6i. “To6i khong bi€t gi vE viéc ay ca. Toi
chi nghi 1a t6i nghe thdy c6 ti€ng gi sau lwng minh, va tredc khi t6i kip
ngodi dau lai nhin... thi moi viéc dd xay ra! Nhw th€ cé ca tdn gach roi
xudng tdi. Toi nghi 1a gio tdi s€ di ngd,” ba ndi thém.

Ba di chuyén ddu mot cach yé€u ot, va nhan mat dau don, roi man

nguyén chim vao cam giac bat tinh hoan toan.



CHUONG 13

Poirot hi€m khi dung chia khéa can hd. Thay vao dd, theo 167 cO di€n, 6ng
bam chudng va cho George, ciu quan gia tuyét voii m@ ctra. Tuy nhién, lic
nay, sau khi te bénh vién tré& vé, cd6 Lemon lai 1a nguwoi mé cira cho 6ng.

“Ong ¢6 hai vi khach,” ¢d6 Lemon néi vira dia nghe. “Mot nguwoi 1a 6ng
Goby va nguwoi con lai 1a mot dng cu, ngai Roderick Horsefield. T6i khong
bié€t 1a dng mudn gap ai trwdc.”

“Ngai Roderick Horsefield,” Poirot tram ngam, ong nghiéng dau sang
bén trong lic ngdm nghi, trong gidng nhw chi chim ¢& dd trong lic dang
quy€t dinh khong bi€t nhirng tinh ti€t m&i nay s€ anh hudng dén birc tranh
chung ra sao. Tuy nhién, 6ng Goby, xud't hién dot ngdt nhw moi khi tw can
phong nhé danh riéng cong viéc danh mdy cia c6 Lemon, rd rang 1a ¢c6 moi
ong ta vao trong aYy.

Poirot c¢&i 4o khodc. C6 Lemon treo 1€n gid trong sanh, va 6ng Goby, néi
vé hwdng sau dau ctia cd Lemon, nhw ki€u cach 6ng ta von thé’,

“T6i s€ dung tra trong b&p cling George. Thoi gian cda toi linh hoat. Toi
van sé& gilr hen v&i ong.”

Ong ta nhanh chéng bién mat vao trong bé&p. Poirot di vao phong khach

noi ngai Roderick dang di di lai lai tran tré sinh khi.



“Toi da tim ra cdu roi, cau tré,” 6ng ndéi mot cach than thién. “Cai dién
thoai dung la phat minh hay tuyét.”

“Ong nhé tén t6i 2? Toi that 13 cam kich.”

“A, t6i khéng nhé chinh xdc tén cdu,” Ngai Roderick néi. “Cau biét 1a
toi khong gidi nh¢d tén ma. Chi khdng bao gior quén mat,” 6ng két thic cau
noéi day ty hao. “Khong. T6i da goi cho S& canh sat.”

“O!” Poirot thodng chdt da, dit ngdm lai thi biét ring ngwdi nhw Ngai
Roderick han s& lam the’.

“Ho hai 13 t6i mudn ndi chuyén véi ai. Toi bdo rang hdy cho tdi néi
chuyén v&i ngwoi chiu trach nhiém chinh & ddy. S6ng doi phai thé’, clu a.
Khong bao gio' chdp nhan ngwoi ding thi hai. Khong tdt. Goi cidp cao
nha't ludn, toi yéu ciu thé&’. Tdi xuwng danh. N6i rang t6i mudn néi chuyén
v&i ngwdi nim chirc vu cao nha't va cudi cling ho ciling chuyén cho toi. Mot
ga rat lich sw. T6i ndi v&i clu ta l1a t6i mudn c6 dia chi cia mot ga & lién
minh tinh bao da di cung t6i d€n mot noi nha't dinh & Phap vao mot ngay
cu th€. Cau ta cé vé hoang mang va bdi r6i, nén t6i bao la: ‘Cau biét toi
mudn ndi ai’. Ngwoi Phép, toi ndi, hodc 1a Bi. Cu nguoi Bi phai khéng?
T6i n6i: ‘Ong &y c6 tén 1a gi d&y nghe nhw Achilles. Ma khong phai 1a
Achilles, nghe tira tira thé” thdi. Mot ga nhd nhén, ria mép ram’. Va roi cau
ta nhw hi€u ra dwoc, noi rﬁng hé&n tén cau s€ c6 trong danh ba dién thoai.
Tdi bao thoi dwoc roi, nhng néi thém 1a: ‘Chic trong danh ba khong ghi
t€n Achilles hay la Hercules (theo nhu céu ta néi), c6 phai khong? Ma toi
khong th€ nho dwgrc ho nguoi d6°. Thé roi cau ta cung ca’p théng tin cho
tdi. Mot anh chang ra't 1€ d. Phai néi 1a vo cling lich sy.”

“T6i ra't vui dwoe gdp 6ng,” Poirot ndi, voi va suy nghi xem nguoi quen

clia Ngai Roderick néi thém gi cho 6ng ta qua dién thoai. Nhirng may mén



thay d6 c6 vé khong phai ngudi ndm chitc vu cao nha't cia S& canh sit. C6
1€ ngwoi d6 chiu trach nhiém xa giao lich sy nhirng ngwoi quan trong thoi
Xtra, va chic cling ¢6 quen 6ng.

“Du sao di nira,” ngai Roderick néi. “T6i da dén dwoc day.”

“T6i ra't vui. Hay d€ t6i moi Ong thirc udng gi d6 d€ giai khat. Tra, xi-r6
lwu, whisky voi so-da, hay sirop the cassis...?”

“Lay chua t61, khong,” Ngai Roderick no6i, gidt minh khi nghe d€n mon
cudi. “Toi dung whisky. Mon &y t61 cuing khong dwoc phép udng,” 6ng noi
thém, “nhwng cac bac si déu ngdc nhw nhau, ciu bi€t da’y. Tat ca nhirng gi
ho quan tdm 1a ngan khoéng cho ngwoi khac lam nhitng diéu nguoi ta
thich.”

Poirot goi George va dan do can than. Sau khi ddt whisky va dng hat
canh khuyu tay cua Ngai Roderick, George rtit lui.

“Bay gio’,” Poirot ndi, “t6i c6 the gidp gi cho 6ng?”

“T61 ¢6 viec cho cau daYy, ciu gia a.”

Sau mdt lic k& tir cude gip dau, 6ng niy xem ra cang tin chic minh ting
hop tac chit ché véi Poirot trong qua khir, ma nhw thé’, Poirot nghi, s€
khi€n 6ng chdu trai cia Ngai phu thuoc nhiéu hon vao kha niang cia Poirot.

“GidYy to,” ngai Roderick ha giong. “T6i mat mot s& gid’y tor va t6i phai
tim ra ching. Mit t6i khdng con t6t nhw xwa, tri nhd doi khi cling nay no,
nén tdi can ngwoi nao ¢ the gidp dwee. Cau tha'y day, cdu xud't hién ding
ldc ma tdi ¢An d&n ciu, vi tOi cAn phai tim ra dwore chd gidy tor 4y, cAu hi€u
chi.”

“Nghe that thd vi,” Poirot néi. “Xin phép hoi 6ng d6 la nhirng gidy to

gi?”



“A, néu cdu phai tim ching thi ciu hin phéi héi the’, ding khdng? Néu
ciu khong phién, thi ching rat bi mat. Td1 mat, it ra khi trede 1a nhw the,
Tdi nghi sip t&i nhitng gidy to 4y s& dworc coi trong bdo mat trd lai. Trude
day 1a thu ti ndi bo thdi. Lidc ba’y gicd thi khong dic biét quan trong 1im. ..
hodc nguoi ta cho 1a vady; nhwng roi dwong nhién la chinh trj xoay chiéu.
Cau biét ki€u n6 thé€ nao ma. Moi viéc déu chgng nhw xwa. Ciu bi€t tinh
hinh thoi chién roi day. Khong ai trong ching ta biét 12 ching ta di bang
chan hay bang dau. O cudc chién ndy ching ta 1a ban v&i ngwdi Y, va roi
cudc chién k& ti€p lai thanh ké thu v&i ho. T6i khong biét trong s6 bon ho
ai 1a t6i t€ nhat. Cudc chi€n dau tién ngwoi Nhat 1a lién minh than cin voi
chuing ta, va r'oi cudc chi€n sau d6 ho cho no tanh banh Tran Chau Cang!
Khdng bao gior biét dwgrec minh dang & dau. Bit dau vdi nguoi Nga kicu
nay, sau roi lai két thdc ki€u khac. Toi néi cho ciu nghe nay, Poirot, ngay
nay khong c6 gi khé khin bang cAu hdi vé dong minh. Moi sy ¢ th€ d5i
khéc chi trong mét dém.”

“Va 6ng ddnh ma't mot s& gidy to,” Poirot néi, nhic 6ng quay lai v&i dé
tai chuyén vieéng tham.

“Pung vay. Téi c6 rat nhiéu gidy to’, ciu biét da'y, va dao gan day thi toi
luc lai ching. Tdi da cat gitr chiing cAn than trong két sit ngan hang, nhung
roi 18y hét ra, phan loai d€ viét h6i ky. Biy gio ai cling lam thé’
Montgomery va Alanbrooke va Auchinleck déu in dwgc sach, phan nhi€u
déu cb bay td cam nghi vé nhitng vi twdng khac trong sich. Cu bac si
Moran gia nua con néi dd thr vé nhirng bénh nhan tai to mat 1én ma.
Khong biét 1a sip t&i con cé gi nira! Du sao, the” day, téi nghi k& ra vai sy
that vé vai ngueoi ma toi bi€t cling hay! Tai sao t6i lai khong nén thi nhw

ho? T6i da ching ki€n ma.”



“T6i chic chin la s& c6 nhiéu ngwdi quan tim dén hoi ky cta ong,”
Poirot noi.

“A h4, dding th&! R4t nhiéu ngudi hay dwoc 1én tin tic. Puoc vi né€ ma.
Khong ai bi€t ho toan ddm khong c6 dau éc¢, nhwng tdi thi bi€t. Chia a, sai
[am cda nhirng quan chirc cap cao... cdu s€ phdi ngac nhién da’y. Nén toi
1y dong gidy to ra roi nho' ¢ gdi nhd phan loai gidp t6i. Chdu né dé
throng va khd thong minh. Ngoai viéc tié€ng Anh khong t6t 18m thi rat sdng
da va dwoc viéc. T6i da bi mat cat gidu rat nhiéu th, nhwng gio moi thir
16n x0n lung tung ca lIén. Chuyén dang ndi 1a, cac gidy to tdi can déu
khong ¢6 & d6.”

“Khong c6 & d6?”

“Khong c¢6. Chiing t6i nghi 1a ldc dAu da nhAm 14n bd qua chiing, nhwng
sau khi ki€m tra lai [4n ntra thi t6i néi cho cdu nghe nay Poirot, c6 vé nhu
ra’t nhiéu thir da bi nAng di ma't. Mot vai thir von khong quan trong. That ra
thi nhitng thir ma t6i ki&€m tim ciling khong dic biét quan trong 1im... ¥ toi
1a, khong ai cho 1a n6 quan trong ca, n€u khong thi tdi da khong dwoc phép
lru gitr ching. Nhung du sao thi nhirng 14 thw dic biét &y da khong con &
da’y ntra.”

“T61 tat nhién la mudn than trong va kin ddo,” Poirot n6i, “nhwng 6ng
c6 the cho toi biét ban cha't cdc 14 thw ma dng nhic dén khong?”

“Khong bi€t 1a tdi cé th€ néi dwore khdng, cdu ban than mén. C6 lién
quan dén ngwoi gan day hay khoe khoang vé nhirng gi 140 ta néi va lam
trong qua khir. Nhwng 130 ta khong ndi sy that, va nhirng 14 thw kia s€ cho
biét 130 &y ddi tra mirc nao! Tuy nhién t6i khdng cho s€ cong bd nhirng thw
&y ldc nay dau. Ta chi gti ban sao cho ldo xem, néi cho ldo biét ring ddy 1a

chinh xdc nhirng gi 130 da néi, cé van ban han hoi. T6i s€ khdong ngac nhién



né€u... a, moi viéc xdy ra hoi khac sau da’y. Thd'y khong? Téi khdng bao
gior ¢an phai yéu cau, phai khong? Cau quen v&i nhirng ki€u thé nay ma.”

“Ngai hoan toan dung, thwa ngai Roderick. T61 bi€t chinh xac y ngai la
gi, nhung ma ngai ciing hiu 1a khong hoan toan dé dang gidp ngai thu h'6i
lai thir ma t6i khong biét rd, cang khéng bi€t ching dang & dau.”

“Trudc tién: toi mudn biét ai 12 ngudi da 18y cip né, clu bidt diy, d6 1a
tinh ti€t quan trong. C6 th€ ¢6 nhiéu thir con bi mat hon trong bd swu tap
nho cua tdi, va téi mudn bi€t ai dang luc loi chiing.”

“Ong c6 nghi ngo’ gi khdng?”

“Cau hin nghi 1a t6i phai c6 chix, phai khong?”

“Thi ¢6 vé nhw kha nang chinh...”

“T6i1 bi€t. Cau mudn t6i ndi la cd gdi nho kia. Quai, tdi khong nghi la cd
ta. C6 &y ndi l1a cd &y khong 18y, va téi tin ¢d ta. Cau hi€u ch?”

“Vang,” Poirot thé dai nhe, “t6i hieu.”

“Vi 1€ cb ta con qua tré. Co &y s€ khdng bi€t nhirng thir nay quan trong
th& nao. Moi viéc xay ra trede thoi con bé kia ma.”

“Ai d6 c6 the @@ hwdng dan c6 ta 1am viéc nay,” Poirot chi ra.

“Pung, diing th&’, ciing c6 th€. Nhung thé” thi 16 liéu qu4.”

Poirot thd dai. Ong thd’y néi ti€p hudng nay chfmg ich gi b&i ngai
Roderick rd rang 1a thién vi. “Con ai khéc c6 the tiép can chd tai liéu nira
khong?”

“T4't nhién 12 Andrew va Mary, nhung tdi khdng chic Andrew c6 hitng
thd v&i nhitng viée da’y. Du sao thi anh ta triege gior ra't chin chu ding dén.
Liic nao ciing th&’. Tdi thi cling khong 16 con ngwdi anh ta 1dm, chau toi hay

cuing anh trai d&n chd tdi choi mot hai Tan gi da’y vao dip 1€ lac va chi thé’



th6i. Puwong nhién 1a né ru'éng bd vor, va bé di Nam Phi voi cd gdi khac
kha quyén rli, nhung diéu d6 c6 th€ xay ra voi bat ki nguwoi dan dng nao,
dac biét 1a v&i ¢6 v nhw Grace. T6i cling khong gidp chau dau trwede nhiéu,
chi thd'y Grace hay khinh ngwoi va ra vé nguoi tdt. Du sao thi khdng thé
nao twdng teong dwoc Andrew lai la gian diép, vé phan Mary, ¢6 &y c6 vé
on. Khong bao gior d€ y bat cir diéu gi ngoai bui hoa h'éng theo nhw t6i
biét. C6 6ng lam veon nira, nhung 6ng &y da 83 tuGi va da s6ng trong lang
nay ca cudc doi. Thém hai ba gidp viéc, lic nao cling quanh quan trong nha
v&i may hit bui, nhung t6i khong cho rang bon ho 13 gidn diép. Nén chic
chin phai 12 ngwdi ngoai. TAt nhién Mary do6i téc gid,” ngai Roderick néi
ti€p, chealng lién quan dén doan trede. “Y t6i 1a viée cd ta doi téc gia c6 the
khién ciu nghi cd ta la gian diép, nhwng khong phai theé. Nam muoi tdm
tudi c6 ta sOt rung téc. Con tré ma th& ding la xdi quay. Toéi hoan toan
khong biét, d&n khi tinh co thay téc co ta mic vao bui hdng tudt ra thi mdi
rd. Ping 1a xui quay.”

“T6i thay téc ba &y chai ding la ¢6 hoi 1a,” Poirot ndi.

“Du sao thi cdc diép vién xudt sic nhat khong bao gio' mang téc gid,”
ngai Roderick néi. “Chi c6 ma’y tay tOi pham phai di phiu thuit thay doi
khudn mat. Nhung hin c6 ai d6 da voc vach gid’y to riéng cua t6i.”

“Ong khong nghi 12 ¢6 th€ da d€ ching dau d6... trong ngin ti hay tap
h'6 sor khéac chaamg han? L'an cu61i cung 6ng nhin thdy ching la khi nao?”

“Cach day mdt nam t6i ¢6 dung dén ching. Téi nho lic d6 tdi nghi la
nén sao lai can than thi hon. Nhung gio thi chiing da bién mat. Cé ai d6 da
18y chung.”

“Ong khong nghi ngo chdu éng Andrew, vor cdu ta hay 13 ngudoi 1am

trong nha. Th& con c0 con gai thi sao?”



“Norma 2? A Norma thi hoi phé céch, to6i nghi th&. Kiu nhitng ké in
cip vit ma khong y thirc dwore viéc minh 1am 4%, nhung t6i khong cho 1a
con bé do dim ddng gid'y to clia toi.”

“The& roi ong nght theé’ nao?”

“A, cAu d&n nha r'oi d&'y. Cau thiy né tréng nhw theé ndo. Bt cit ai ciing
c6 th€ di ra di vao bat cir khi nao ho muén. Ching t6i khdng khoa cira.
Chwra bao gio’ khoda ctra.”

“Ong c6 khéa cira phong minh khong - vi du nhu Iic 6ng 1én London?”

“T6i khong bao gior nghi viéc nay can thi€t. Tat nhién bay gio thi t6i can
than hon, nhwng d€ lam gi chi*? Quda mudn r'oi. Pai khai 1a t6i chi c6 mot
chia khéa thudng va mé dwoc tat ca cde 8. Han c6 ai d6 tir ngodi vao. Bay
gior trom cap déu ki€u nhu vay nhi. Bon ching thin nhién di bd vao gilra
ban ngay, nén giay budc 1én cau thang, vao ba't cit phong nao, luc 1oi va vor
vét cac hop ntr trang, di ra ngoai, va khong ai nhin thdy hay quan tdim xem
ho 1a ai. C6 th€ ho trong nhw nhirng tay choi nhac rock hoac nhirng ké 1ap
di hay bat cr cdi tén gi ma ngay nay ngwoi ta hay goi nhirng ga téc dai voi
mong tay ban. T6i da nhin tha’y vai tén nhw thé rinh mo xung quanh. Khong
ai mudn hoi ‘May la dira qudi nao?’ That dang xau hd, cdu con khong biét
chiing 12 nam hay nit kia. Bon chiing & nhung nhtic khip noi. Tdi cho rang
chiing 12 ban cia Norma. Ngay trwdc thi chic chin s& khong bao gior dwoc
phép nhu the". Nhwng mot khi cdu dudi chiing ra khdi nha, khong ching ciu
s€ phat hién ra minh m&i dudi Viscount Endersleigh hodc Lady Charlotte
Marjoribanks. Khong biét ngiy nay minh dang & dau.” Ong nging lai.
“Néu ai c6 the' tim hieu rdo dau dudi ngon nganh viéc nay, thi d6 chinh la
cau, Poirot a.”

Ong nhdp ngum whisky cudi ciing va ding ddy. “Pa’y, moi chuyén 1a



th&”. Ta't ca phu thudc & ciu. Cau sé nhan viéc nay ch?”

“T6i sé cd hét stre,” Poirot naoi.

Chudng ctra tredc vang 1én.

“P¢ 1a con bé,” ngai Roderick néi. “Ping gio’ d&€n ting phut. That tuyét,
phai khong? Khong the’ di dau trong London nay ma khéng cé con bé, cau
biét da’y. T6i gan nhw mu tit. Khong the nhin tha’y gi khi biang qua dwong.”

“Ong khong th€ deo mét kinh dwoc 427

“T6i ¢6 kinh, nhwng hay tudt khéi miii hay to6i d€ lac dau d6. H6i 65
tudi, t0i doc khong can kinh ma van kha tot.”

“Khong gi c6 thé’ kéo dai mai mai dwore.” Hercule Poirot nhan xét.

George dan Sonia vao. Trong c¢d kha xinh x4n. Diéu bd hoi nhit nhat rat
hop v&i ¢6, Poirot nghi, 6ng lich thiép tién 1én trwdc.

“Han hanh dwoc gap ¢6,” 6ng ndi, cii dau trén ban tay c0.

“Chéu khong tré chtr, thrra ngai Roderick,” ¢6 néi, nhin sang 6ng. “Chéu
mong l1a da khong d€ ngai phai cho'.”

“Chinh xac dén tung phit, c6 gdi a,” Ngai Roderick. “Rat tuyét voi,”
ong thém vao.

Sonia trong ¢6 vé hoi bdi roi.

“T6i hy vong la cd da thwdng thirc it tra ngon,” ngai Roderick ti€p tuc.
“C0 bi€t ma, toi néi vori ¢d la di dau d6 uéng tra ngon, an it banh hay 1a bat
ct thir gi ma cdc cd gdi tré ngay nay van thich. Toi hy vong 1a ¢d da vang
loi.”

“Khong, khong hin th&. Chéu danh thoi gian di mua mot doi giay. Nhin
xem, chuing that dep phai khong?” C6 chia ban chan ra.

Qua nhién l1a ban chén ra't xinh xan. Ngai Roderick cwoi rang ro nhin né.



“Thoi, chiing toi phai di d&€ bit tau,” dng néi. “T6i hoi truyén thdng, lidc
nao ciling wa di tau th6i. Xud't phat va dé€n noi ding gior, nén nhw thé”. Con
voi xe hoi, ching ndi dudi nhau vao gior cao di€m va c6 khi lang phi thém
dén mot ti€ng rwoi. Xe cd gi! Phu!”

“To6i ¢6 nén bao George goi taxi cho 6ng khong?” Hercule Poirot hoi.
“Khong phién gi dau, t6i ddm bao v&di ong day.”

“T6i ¢6 xe taxi cho san roi,” Sonia noi.

“P&Yy,” ngai Roderick néi, “cau thdy chwa, c6 &y nghi dén moi tht.”
Ong v nhe vai c6. C6 nhin 6ng ta, cdi ki€u nhin ma ma Hercule Poirot qué
hiéu.

Poirot theo ho dén ct@a sanh va lich sy chao tam biét. Ong Goby da ra
khéi nha bép va dirng noi hanh lang, gid vor 1a nhan vién dén ki€m tra khi
do't xud't sic.

George dong ctra lai ngay sau khi ho mat hit vao thang mdy, quay lai
nhin Poirot.

“Th& George, t6i c6 th& hdi 12 ciu nghi gi vé cb ta?” Poirot néi. O mot
vai khia canh nhat dinh 6ng ludn cho rang George khong bao gio sai 'Am.

“Viec daYy, thra ong,” George noi, “n€u O6ng cho phép thi tdi xin dugc
néi thé nay, tdi cho 14 6ng ta dang chim dim thwa 6ng. C6 the néi 14 yéu cd
ta hét muwc.”

“T61 cho 1a cau né1 dung,” Hercule Poirot noi.

“T4at nhién viéc nay khong cé gi la bat thwong v&i cac quy ong & dd
tudi d6. Tbi con nhé Ngai thi trudng Mountbryan. Ong Ay vén rit day dan
ra't tinh tdo. Nhung ma 6ng bi€t khong, mdt phu nwv tré d€n nha mat-xa cho

ong ay. Ong s& rat kinh ngac vé&i nhitng gi 6ng &y cho c6 ta. PAm da hoi,



va vong tay xinh xin. Pinh ngoc lam va kim cwong. Khong qud xa xi
nhung ciing ton kha kha. Va r6i thi 4o choang 16ng... khong phai 16ng
ch'on thwong dau, ma 1a chon Nga 16ng tring, cd xic tay. Sau d6 thi anh trai
co ta giip ric 61, no nAn gi da’y, du tdi thinh thodng vAn tr hdi khong biét
cd &y c6 nguoi anh nao khong. Ngai thi trerdng Mountbryan cho ¢6 ta tién
de thu x&p... c6 &y da ra't kho chiu vé diéu d6! Quan hé thuan khiét thoi.
Cac quy 6ng dén dd tudi &y dwong nhw khéng con khén ngoan nira. Ho
thich nhirng ngwoi trung thanh bén canh, chi khéng phai ki€u ma’y c6 dan
di.”

“T6i khong nghi ngo’ chit nao vé viéc dy, cau hoan toan ding, George
a,” Poirot n6i. “Tuy nhién d6 khong phai la ciu tra losi hoan chinh cho cau
héi cua t6i. To6i héi 1a cau nght gi vé co géi kia.”

“0, co gdi day... Vang, thra dng, t6i khong dam chic chén, nhung cb ta
la dang ngwoi kha chd dong va rach roi. Khong bao gior ¢6 sai Tdm gi ma
ong c6 th€ vach ra dwgrc. Nhwng ho bi€t ho dang lam gi.”

Poirot di vao phong khach va 6ng Goby di theo, tuan theo ¢t chi moi
ctia Poirot, 6ng Goby ngdi xudng chiéc gh& thing ding véi didu bd
thwong thdy. Hai ddu gdi khép vao nhau, cdc ngén chan quay vao trong,
Ong 17y trong tdi ra mot quyeén sO quan goc, can than md& nd ra va roi
nghiém nghi quan sat ly nwdc so-da.

“Veé ngudn gdc ma Ong yéu cau toi tim ki€m. Gia dinh Restarick, hoan
toan ddng kinh va c6 uy tin. Khong cé xi-cing-dan nao. Ong bd, James
Patrick Restarick, dwoc cho 1a rat sic sdo trong mua bdn. Cong viéc kinh
doanh gia dinh da qua ba thé hé. Pwoc thanh 14p bdi 6ng ndi, nguoi bd'
giip m& rong, va Simon Restarick gitr cho né ti€p tuc van hanh. Cach day

hai ndm thi Simon Restarick mac bénh mach vanh va strc khde giam siit.



Ong mat khoang mot nim treée do nhdi mau co tim. Nguoi em trai
Andrew Restarick sé'm bt tay vao kinh doanh sau khi dng ta vé tir Oxford,
cudi ¢6 Grace Baldwin. C6 mot ¢6 con gdi tén 1a Norma. Tung bd vo va di
Nam Phi. C6 Birell di cung 6ng ta Iic ddy. Khong c6 thu tuc ly di nao. Ba
Andrew Restarick qua doi cdch day hai nam rwdi. Ba &y dau y&u su6t mot
thoi gian. C6 Norma Restarick 1a hoc sinh ndi trd tai treong Meadowfield
Girls. Khong tha’y diéu ti€ng gi khong hay veé co ta ca.”

Ong Goby nhin lwét qua khudén miit caa Hercule Poirot. “Trén thuc t& thi
moi thir vé gia dinh nay c6 vé kha On va dang tin ciy.”

“Khong c6 ai ki€u di ngwoe truyén thdng gia dinh, hay bi tinh than bat
on a?”’

“Cé6 vé nhuw la khong.”

“That dang tha't vong,” Poirot noi.

Ong Goby bd qua cdu nay. Ong hing giong, li€m ngén tay, va gid quyén
s0 nho sang mot to khac.

“David Baker. Ly lich khong t6t dep 1dm. Hai I'4n chiju thi¥ thach 4n treo.
Canh sat thwong hay d€ y dén cdu ta. Ciu ay c¢6 dinh liu it nhiéu d&€n mot
vai vu viéc khéng minh bach, trong d6 ¢6 mét vu cwdp tac pham nghé thuit
nhung khong cé bang ching. Cau ta c6 t& chit nghé si. Khong c6 nghé
ngdng cu th€ nhwng ciu &y sdng kha tot. Thich cdc ¢6 gai c6 tién. Ch.’fmg
ngai song dya vao céc co thich ciu ta. Cing chfmg ngai 187y tién twr 6ng bd
cac cd nay. Pham chat 1a hoan toan xau n€u 6ng hoi t6i, nhung ciu &y du
thong minh d& khdng bi virdng vao ric rdi.”

Ong Goby dot ngot liéc vé phia Poirot. “Ong dd gip cdu ay?”

“Vang,” Poirot noi.



“Liéu toi c6 th& hoi 1a 6ng da két luan dwgce gi vE ciu ta?”

“Cung gidng nhw 6ng,” Poirot néi. “Mot ga loe loet,” 6ng tram ngam nodi
thém.

“Rat hap dan v&i cde ¢6 gdi,” dong Goby noi. “Van dé 1a ngay nay cic
c6 khong théem d€ mét d&n nhirng anh chang chim chi va t6t bung. Ho thich
nhirng ga toi té... bon dao md. Ho thwong ndi ‘chi vi anh &y khong c6 cor
hdi the hién, that toi nghiép’.”

“Buoc di day ty man nhw mdt con cong,” Poirot noi.

“Piing, 6ng c6 thé noi the’,” ong Goby ndi ¢6 phan lwong ly.

“Ong c6 cho ring c4u ta d danh ai d6 bing dui cui chwa?”

Ong Goby suy nghi, sau d6 huéng vé phia 1o swdi dién va cham rai lic
dau. “Chua ai t& cdo cdu &y thé ca. Toi khong ndi 1a viéc nay qud cdi mirc
ciu ta dam lam, nhwng cdu ta thuéc loai m6é6m mép tron tru, chit khong
thich dung vii lyc tho bao.”

“Phai,” Poirot ndi, “tdi khong nén nghi nhw thé”. Cau ay cd thé€ bi mua
chudc 4? Y 6ng 12 the 2?”

“Cau ta s€ nhanh chéng bd roi ba't ky cd gdi nao néu cé ai do chiu trd
tién xing dang.”

Poirot gat dau. Ong dang nhé lai diéu gi d&’y. Andrew Restarick 14t tAm
chi phi€u vé phia 6ng d¢ 6ng tha’y chir ky trén da’y. Poirot khong chi nhin
chir ky, ma con nhin xem td'm séc dwoe ky cho ai. Ngwoi nhan 1a David
Baker, hin mot khodn tién 1on. Poirot ty héi liéu David Baker ¢6 ngan ngai
trong viéc nhin tdm chi phi€u nhw thé” khong. Nhin chung thi 6ng nghi 1a
khong. RO rang 1a dng Goby ctuing c¢6 chung y kién. O bat ki thoi dai ndo,

cac chang thanh ni€n hay nhwrng c6 géi tré khong dwo'c phu huynh tadn thanh



déu bi mua chudc. Cac ciu con trai s€ chiri rdia con cac cd con gai thi khoc
l6¢c, nhung tién van 1a tién. V&i Norma, David da ting thic giuc ¢6 1am
dam cudi. Liéu cdu ta ¢6 chin thanh khdng? C6 thé nao cdu ay that sy quan
tam dén Norma? Né&u 1a thé thi ciu ta s& khong dé dang bi mua chudc nhuw
vay. Cau &y ¢4 vé da thuyét phuc. Norma khong mdy may nghi ngo’ va tin
la cdu ta khong lwa d6i cd. Andrew Restarick, 6ng Goby va Hercule Poirot
lai nghi khdc. Ra't nhiéu kha nang 1a ho ding.

Ong Goby hing giong va tiép tuc.

“Vé c¢d Claudia Reece-Holland? Cb ta kha &n. Khong c6 diéu tiehg gi. Y
la khong ¢6 gi dang nghi ngo'. Cha la dai bi€u Qud'c hoi, ra't giau ¢6. Khong
cO xi-cang-dan nao. Khong gidng nhw cac thanh vién Qudc hdi khac ma
chiing ta bi€t. C6 theo hoc & Roedean, treong Lady Margaret Hall, sau do6
nghi va dang ky khéa hoc thw ky. Péu tién cd la thw ky cho bac si & duwong
Harley, r'6i lam & Coal Board. La mot thw ky thwgng hang. Pa lam cho 6ng
Restarick dwgc hai thang. Khdng cé m&i quan hé tinh cdm déc biét nao, chi
cé vai ban trai than thi€t hon binh thwong mot chit. Hoan toan dd diéu kién
va thich hop néu cd ta mudn hen ho. Khdng ¢6 ba't cir diéu gi cho thdy la
c6 gi dé gitra cd va dng Restarick. Ban than t6i cling khong cho la gitra ho
c6 gi. S6ng & can hd & Borodene Mansions trong ba nam qua. Tién thué &
da’y kha cao. C6 &y thwong & cung hai cd gai khac, khéng phai ban be than
thi€t dac biét gi. Ho dén va di. Co gdi tré, Frances Cary, la ¢6 géi thir hai,
va da sdng ¢ dd'y mot thoi gian. C6 thoi gian & Rada, va roi chuyén dén
Slade. Lam viéc & Phong trién 1am Wedderburn, mot noi kha noi ti€ng &
dwong Bond. Chuyén t& chirc sip x&p cdc chuwong trinh nghé thuat &
Manchester, Birmingham, d6i khi & nwdc ngoai. Bi d¢n Thuy Si va B'6 Pao

Nha. La nguwoi ¢6 thién hwdng nghé thuat va c¢6 ra't nhiéu ban be trong gidi



nghé si va dién vién.”

Ong ngtrng lai, hing giong va lwét nhanh xudng quyén s6 nhd.

“Van chwra thu thip dwoc nhiéu thong tin tr Nam Phi. Ciing khong ma’y
hy vong tim dwoe thém. Restarick thay doi chd & rdt nhiéu. Kenya,
Uganda, Gold Coast, Nam M§. Ong &Yy ct di di lai lai. Mot ga hiéu dong
khong yén. C6 v& nhw khong ai biét nhiéu vé ong ay. Ong c6 rat nhiéu tién
riéng d€ di ba't ki noi nao 6ng thich, 6ng cling ki€m dwgc tién, kha nhiéu
ti€n. Thich di d&n nhirng noi xa x6i héo lanh. Nhirng ai da gédp va ti€p xuc
déu c6 vé thich 6ng &y. C6 vé nhw O6ng ta dwgc sinh ra lam mot ké lang
thang ddy d6. Ong khong bao gio git lién lac v&i ai. T6i tin 13 c6 ba T4n
ngwoi ta dua tin 1a 6ng &y da chét... di vao rirng va khong thd’y quay lai
nwra... nhung cudi cing 6ng ta luén xua't hi€n. Khoang mdt nim hay sau
thang, 6ng &y s€ c¢6 mit & mdt noi hay mot dat nwde hoan toan khac. Sau
d6, vao nam ngodi, anh trai 6ng &y & London dot ngét qua doi. Tim ra
dwoc ong ta cling khong dé. C4i chét cia nguoi anh dwong nhu 12 mot cu
sdc 1on voi 6ng. Co6 1€ dng &y da trai qua da roi, cling ¢6 the dng ta cudi
cung da gip dwgc nguoi phu ni thich hop danh cho minh. C6 &y tré hon
ong kha nhiéu, va nguwoi ta bao cd la gido vién. La ki€u ngwoi vieng chai.
Du sao thi ngay ldc dd'y ong ta da quyét dinh t bd viéc lang thang day do,
va quay vé Anh. Ngoai viéc ban than la mét nguoi giau c¢6, 6ng &y con la
nguwoi thira k& cia anh trai minh.”

“Mot cau chuyén veé su thanh cong va mot ¢d gdi bat hanh,” Poirot néi.
“Udc gi toi biét nhiéu hon vé cd ta. Ong da xdc dinh chic chin tat ca
nhirng gi 6ng c6 the, vé nhirng sy kién ma t6i can. Nhitng ngwoi xung
quanh ¢6 ta, ai c¢6 th€ gdy anh hwdng voi ¢6 &Yy, hay tham chi da kip gay

anh huwdng r'oi. Téi mudn bi€t vEé bd ¢o ta, v€ me k&', ciu trai ma cd ta yéu,



ban chung nha va chd c¢6 &y lam viéc & London. Ong c6 chic 14 khong c6
cai chét nao c6 lién hé hay dinh dang dén c6 ta khong? D6 la di€éu quan
trong...”

“Khong h€ c6 bat ky manh mo1 li€n quan nao,” 6ng Goby néi. “Co ta
lam viéc cho cong ty tén 1a Homebirds... trén bo viee phd san, va ho khong
trd lwong cho cd nhiéu 14m. Dao gan day thi me k& & trong bénh vién d€
theo d&i... ndm & ngoai 6. C6 ra't nhiéu tin d6n nhung hét thiy duong nhu
khong di dén dau.”

“Ba ta khong chét,” Poirot n6i. “Cdi tdi can,” 6ng dot nhién to ra khat
mau, “la mot cai chét.”

Ong Goby td ¥ tiéc vé viéc bat nhw ¥ nay va ding 1én. “Hién tai 6ng c6
can thém diéu gi khong?”

“C6, nhwng khong phai tin tiec.”

“Rat tot, thwa 6ng.” Vira dit quyén s vao tii, ong Goby vira ndi: “Xin
ong thir 16i, néu to6i néi diéu gi ma tdi khong nén nodi, nhwng cd gai ma ong
nhéc d&n vira méi...”

“Véng, c6 chuyén gi voi cb ta?”

“A, tdt nhién 1a... t6i khéng cho 1a né ¢6 lién quan d&n viéc nay, nhung
toi nghi la t6i c6 theé dé cap chuyén nay v&i 6ng...”

“Xin ct ty nhién. Theo tdi hi€u thi 6ng da gip cd &'y phai khéng?”

“Pung vay. Cach day vai thang.”

“Ong gip co ta & dau?”

“y Kew Gardens.”

“Kew Gardens a?” Poirot trong c¢6 vé hoi ngac nhién.

“T6i khong di theo ¢b &y. Toi dang theo doi ngwoi khac, va ngwoi nay



dén gdp co ta.”

“Vanguoi d6 1a ai?”

“T6i khong cho 1a diéu nay la quan trong voi 6ng, thwa 6ng. DB6 1a mot
trong nhiteng tly vién ca’p dwdi cia Pai st quan Hertzogovina.”

Poirot nhwdng may. “Piéu nay thdi vi ddy. Ping, rdt thi vi. Kew
Gardens,” dng tram ngam. “Mot di€m hen 1y twéng. Ra't dé chiu.”

“Luc da’y to1 cling nghi the".”

“Ho ¢6 n6i chuyén cung nhau khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai, nhin qua khong nghi ho bi€t nhau dau. C6 gai c6
mang theo mot quyén sach. Co ngdi xudng mdt chi€c gh&’. C6 &y doc sach
mot chut va roi dit né xudng canh minh. Sau d6 thi ga kia dé€n va cing
ngoi trén chiéc ghé da'y. Ho khong ndi gi ca... chi c6 cbd gdi dirng diy va
lirng thitng budc di. Cau ta chi ng'6i dd'y va mot ldc sau thi cling dirng day
va bd di. Cau &y cam theo quyén sach ma c6 gai de€’lai. Moi viéc chi ¢c6 thé,
thwra ngai.”

“Ping,” Poirot n6i. “Qua la rat thad vi.”

Ong Goby nhin vao ké siach va chao tam biét va roi di.

Poirot thd dai buec tire.

“Thé& da’y,” 6ng noéi. “That 1a qua mirc! HE sirc qua dang. Gio thi ching
ta c6 ca tinh bao va phan gidn. T4t cad nhirng gi t6i mudén tim 1a mot vu gi€t
ngrdi hoan toan don gidn. Tdi bit dau nghi ngd 12 vu giét nguoi kia chi

nam trong twéng twong clia ké nghién thudc.”



CHUONG 14

“Quy ba than mén,” Poirot cii chao va dwa d€n mdt bo hoa goéi theo phong
cach thoi Victoria.

“Ngai Poirot! O, that 1a, 6ng t6t qud, cung cach nay hop voi 6ng lam
sao. Hoa cd cua t6i luon trong ra't 1on xOn.” Ba nhin vé phia lo cic trong
kh4 dong bong, va roi nhin vao vong hoa hong trang trong. “Va ra't vui khi
ong dén tham t6i.”

“T6i dén d€ chic mwng ba sém h'di phuc, thwa ba.”

“Vang,” ba Oliver néi, “tdi cho 12 tdi dd &n ro6i.” Ba than trong lic dau
qua lai. “Nhung van con bj dau d4u,” ba néi. “Kh4d dau day.”

“Ba nh¢ 1a t6i da canh bdo ba khong nén lam ba't ctr diéu gi nguy hi€m

N9

ma.
“Ping la khong nén li€u linh. Va t6i nghi la t6i dd mao hiém.” Ba néi
thém. “T6i c6 cam gidc 12 ¢6 gi d6 xAu xa sdp xay ra. Tdi cling tha’y so hai,
va roi ty nha 1a minh that ng6c nghéch, vi s hai gi kia chit? Pay la
London ma. Ngay gitta London. Khép noi déu c6 ngwdi. Y t6i 1a lam sao
ma phai s¢? C6 phai & gitra rieng hoang dau.”
Poirot nhin ba cin nhic, 6ng tr hdi khong biét ba Oliver ¢6 that s cdm

thay hi€m hoa rinh rdp, hoic cé diém linh tinh ring ai d@y mong ba giip bt



hanh, hay chi tin vao diéu &y sau khi tdt cd moi viéc di xay ra? Ong qud
biét viec dd’y dé dang nhw thé ndo. V6 s6 khach hang di k& cho 6ng giong
nhw nhirng gi ba Oliver vira n6i. “T6i bi€t ¢ gi dd’y khong on. Toi linh tinh
tha’y tai hoa. To6i biét 1a c6 chuyén sip xay ra,” va that sy thi ho khong hé
cam thdy ba't cir diéu gi nhw thé”. Ba Oliver 1a loai ngwoi nhw thé nao?

Ong nhin ba do xét. Ba Oliver tw cho ring minh nhay cim c6 tiéng. Ba
thwong ty nhan minh ¢6 linh cdm nao d6 sau nay hoa ra la ding!

Ma du sao thi ngweoi ta van thweong c6 chung trang thdi birt rivt khé chiju
nhuw cdc loai vat nhw ché hay meéo treéc con bdo, sy nhan biét riang cé gi
khong on, mac du vay khong ai bi€t da'y la gi.

“Khi nao thi ba chot thdy s¢r hai?”

“Khi t6i ra khoi dwong chinh,” ba Oliver néi. “Moi viéc cho dén ldc day
van binh thwong va c6é phan khd thd vi va... ding roi, toi dang thiy thich
thd, mac du hoii mét vi dudi theo da'u vét ai d6 qua thwe kho khan.”

Ba ngung lai, can nhéc. “Gidng nhu mot trd choi. R9i bdng nhién né
khong con giong nhw trd choi nira, vi bit dau xudt hién cdc con hém ky
qudc va nhung khu trong kha nhéch nhac, nha kho va cic khu dat trong
duwoc giai tda d€ xdy dung... O, toi that khong biét, tdi khong gidi thich
duwoc. Nhung tat ca bdng tré nén khdc di. That sy nhw mot gidc mo. Ong
biet gid’c mo trong ra 1am sao ma. Ching déu bit dau v&i cing mot viéc,
mot bwra tiéc hay gi da’y, va roi bat thinh linh ban nhan ra minh dang &
trong ring rAm hay noi ndo dd’y hoan toan khdc biét... va ta't ca bdng tré
nén nguy hi€m va day sat khi.”

“Rung rdm?” Poirot ndi. “Dui sao thi nghe cling kha thi vi khi ba miéu ta
nhw vdy. Thé ba ¢6 cam gidc nhw minh dang trong mét khu rirng nhiét déi

va ba dang s¢' mQt con cong?”



“T6i khong nghi 1a t6i dac biét sor cau ta. Xét cho cung, cong khong phai
la loai dong vat dang s¢. NO... a, y toi 1a t6i lién twdng ciu ta nhe mot con
cong 1a vi trong ciu &y rd't mau me, nhw dang lam canh. Céng thwong rat
mau me phai khong? Va cdi cdu trai ky cuc nay cling thé".”

“Ba hoan toan khong biét c6 ai dang theo doi minh trwd'c khi ba bi danh
ar’

“Khong. Khong, to1 hoan toan khong bi€t gi... nhwng du gi thi té1 cling
cho la cu ta da chi sai dwong.”

Poirot tw Iy gat dau.

“Nhung tat nhién k& ddnh toi chic chén 12 gi cong kia,” ba Oliver néi.
“Con ai khdc chi¥? Cau trai ban thiu trong bd 40 quan bong nhay a? Ciu ta
c6 mui khé chju nhwng trong khong nham hi€m. Va khé ¢6 thé 1a céi ¢
Frances o 13 gi ddy... cd &y nim séng sodi trén mot cdi rwong, mai téc
den dai bay phap phdi khip noi. Co ta khién t6i nhé dén nir dién vién nao
day.”

“Ba néi 1a c6 4y dang 1am mau a?”

“Ping th€¢". Khong phai cho ga Cong. Ma cho céi ciu ban thiu kia. Toi
khong nh¢ 1a 6ng da gidp cd Ay hay chwa.”

“T6i van chwra ¢6 diém phuc ddy... néu diéu d6 that sy thd vi vay.”

“A, c0 ta trong kha xinh x&n theo ki€u bl xt x6¢c x&ch ra't nghé si. Trang
di€m rat nhiéu. Tring béch nhwr xdc chét kém ra't nhidéu mascara, va v&i
ki€u téc ri xudng mit thwong thdy. Lam viéc trong phong tri€n 1am nghé
thuat nén tdi cho rang c6 ta thudc nhém hip-pi 1ap di, td vé nhu ngwdi mau.
Céc c6 nay m&i ¢6 kha ning 1am sao! Toi nghi ring c6 ta mé tit anh ching
Cong. Nhung ciing ¢ the la ciu trai do’ ddy kia. Du sao thi toi ciling khong

cho la c6 &y nén dui cui vao dau t61.”



“T6i lai nghi d&€n mdt gid thuy€ét khac, thwa ba. Cé ai d6 da d€'y viéc ba
theo doi David... va theo doi lai ba.”

“Cé¢ ai tha'y toi1 di theo David, va roi di theo t61?”

“Hodc c6 the cé ai da & sdn trong san hay chudng nguwra, va ciing dang d€
mét d&n ngudi ma ba theo dsi.”

“Ciing 1a mdt kha nang,” ba Oliver ndi. “Toi ty hdi khong bi€t c6 the 1a
ngwoi nao?”

Poirot thé dai buc tirc. “A, van dé 1a & d6. That 1a khé... qué khé khin.
Qud nhiéu nguwoi, qua nhiéu chuyén. Téi khong the hi€u r6 rang bat ky
diéu gi. Toi chi gidp mbi mot cd gai, va co Ay néi riang c6 the cd A’y da pham
toi gi€t nguoi! D6 1a tat cd nhirng manh mdi cho toi ti€p tuc va ba thay
da’y, ngay ca viéc da’y thoi cling da gay go roi.”

“Y 6ng khé khin 12 sa0?”

“Hay nghi xem,” Poirot noi.

Suy ludn chwa bao gio’ 1a di€m manh ctia ba Oliver.

“Ong ludn khién t6i r&i tinh 1én,” ba phan nan.

“T61 dang n61 d€n mot vu 4n mang, nhwng la 4n mang nao?”

“Vu muu sat me k€&, té1 cho 1a thé”.”

“Nhung me k& khong bj sdt hai. Ba 4y van con song.”

“Ong thyc khi&n ngudi khéc phat dién 1én,” ba Oliver néi.

Poirot ngoi théng lai trén ghé&’. Ong chum cdc d4u ngdn tay lai va xem
chirng ra't tin hudng chuyén sip néi, hay ba Oliver cdm tha’y thé".

“Ba khong chiu suy luan,” 6ng néi. “Nhung chiing ta bit budc phai
ngAm nghi néu mudn tim ra diéu gi.”

“T6i khong mudn. Nhirng gi t6i mudn biét la trong ldc t6i & bénh vién



thi 6ng da lam dwoc gi. Ong chic hin phai lam gi d6. Thé 6ng da lam gi?”

Poirot phdt 1o cAu hdi ctia ba. “Ching ta phai bit dau tr dau vay. Mot
ngay no ba goi cho t6i. Téi dang trong tinh trang ra't dau kho. Vang, toi
thira nhan viéc nay, téi da rat dau kho. C6 ngwoi da ndi voi tdi nhirng 1o
cuc ky dau long. Ba, thwa ba, da rat an can t& t&€. Ba cd vi t6i, khuyén
khich t6i. Ba cho tdi thwdng thirc tach chocolate ngon tuyét voi. Va ba
khong chi td y s&n long gidp t6i, ma hon th& nira, ba that da gidp to6i. Ba
gidp t6i ki€m ra cd gai da dén gap t6i va néi la cd nghi c¢6 da giét nguoi!
Ching ta hay ty hdi xem, thwa ba, vu gié€t ngwoi nay 1a thé” nao? Ai da bi
sat hai? Nguoi Ay bi gi€t & dau? Va tai sao lai bi giét?”

“O, 1am on dung lai di,” ba Oliver néi. “Ong dang 1am t6i dau dau tré
lai day, va di€u nay khong tot cho t61.”

Poirot khong quan tdm d&n 1oi cau xin nay. “Liéu ching ta c¢6 ba't ky vu
4m sat nao khong? Ba néi 1a... ba me k€&... nhwng t6i da trd 1o 12 ba ta van
chwa chét... nén dén lic nay thi khdong c6 vu giét ngwoi nao ca. Nhuwng
dang ra phai c6 mdt vu gi€t ngwoi. Thé nén t6i, dau tién tdi xin hoi, ai la
ngwoi da chét? Ai dé dén gip toi va dé cap dén mot vu giét ngwoi. Mot vu
4n mang da xdy ra & dau d6 bang mot cich nao d6. Nhung t6i khong the
tim ra ddu v€t vu an ay. Ba nghi vu 4m muwu gi€t hai Mary Restarick la
thda dang roi w, nhung Hercule Poirot nay chwa hai long.”

“T6i that khong the nghi ra 1a 6ng mudn gi hon thé nira,” ba Oliver noi.

“T61 mudn modt vu dn mang,” Hercule Poirot noi.

“Nghe c6 vé rat khat mau khi 6ng n6i thé?!”

“T6i dang tim ki€m mot vu giét ngwoi va toi khong ki€m ra dwoc. N6
lam toi dién tiét ca 1én... nén t6i m&i moi ba ciling suy ngdm voi t6i.”

“T6i ¢6 y nay rat tuyét voi,” ba Oliver néi. “Gid st nhw Andrew



Restarick muwu sit ngwdi vor ca trwede khi ong ta voi va di Nam Phi. Ong ¢6
bao gio’ nghi dé€n kha nang d6 chwa?”

“Ché4c chén 12 t6i chwa nghi d&n nhitng diéu nhu th&,” Poirot néi day
phén nd.

“A, tdi thi nghi th& d&y,” ba Oliver néi. “Piéu nay qua that thd vi. Ong
ta yéu ngwoi phu ntr khac, va dng mudn lam nhw bac si Crippen d€ bo di
cung cd ta, th&’ nén 6ng 4y mwu sat ngwoi vor cd va khong ai ¢6 y nghi ngo
fod T

Poirot phat ra ti€ng thé dai buc bdi. “Nhwng vo dng ta khong chét cho
d&n mwoi mot hay mwoi hai nam sau khi 6ng &y bd di Nam Phi, va con 6ng
a'y khong th€ nao li€n quan dén viéc muu sat me rudt cd ta & do tudi 1én
nam.”

“C0 a7y c6 the€ cho ba ta udng nham thudc hodc c6 1€ la Restarick chi n6i
ring ba &y d3 qua doi. Du sao thi ching ta dau biét ring ba &y chét that
hay chwa.”

“To61 bi€t,” Hercule Poirot néi. “To1 da di€u tra viéc nay. Ba Restarick
ma't vao ngay 14 thang 4 nam1963.”

“Lam thé nao ma 6ng bi€t nhirng viéc nay?”

“Vi t6i da thué ngwoi ki€m chirng sy that. T6i cau xin ba da’y, thwa ba,
dwng voi vang di d&€n nhirng két luan khong twdng nay.”

“T6i ct nghi 1a toi kha thong minh,” ba Oliver ngoan ¢6 néi. “Né&u t6i ¢6
viet sdch vé chuyén nay, thi t6i s& sip x&p moi viéc nhuwr the. Va toi s& d€
con bé lam viéc nay. Khéng ¢ tinh, chi 1a b6" né dian cho me né udng nwdc

14 chfmg han.”

“Oi tro o 1a troi!” Poirot thot ra.



“Théi dwoe r'oi,” ba Oliver néi. “Ong k& suy ludn caa dng di.”

“Troi dat, toi khong cé gi d€ ndi cd. Toi tim ki€m mdt vu 4n mang va toi
khong tim ra dworc.”

“Khong phai sau khi Mary Restarick bi 8m va dén bénh vién va h'6i
phuc va vé nha roi lai bi 6m, va né€u ho tim ki€m, ho c6 thé tim ra thudc
doc Norma gid'u dau day.”

“P¢ chinh x4c la nhung gi ho tim thay.”

“6, that a, 6ng Poirot, 6ng con mudn gi nra?”

“T6i mudn ba d€ y d&€n y nghia cua ngdn tw. Co gai d6 da ndi voi toi
chinh xac nhirng gi ¢6 &y ndi v&i ngwoi hidu cia toi, Georges. Co &y khong
noi 1a ‘tdi c& giét ai d6’ hay ‘toi c6 gi€t me k& ctia minh’. Mdi T4n ndi ¢d ta
lai nhic d&n hanh dong da dworc thyc hién, kiéu nhue da xdy ra roi. Chic
chén 1 xdy ra roi. Trong qud khit.”

“Tdi bd cude,” ba Oliver néi. “Ong khong tin 12 Norma c& giét me k& co
Xy

“Piing th&, toi tin ring Norma hoan toan c6 th€ da cd giét me k& ¢d ta.
Tbi cho rang viéc d6 c6 1& di xay ra... né hoan toan phit hop tim ly. V&i
tm trang dién cudng quan tri cla cd ta. Nhwng khong c6 gi chirng minh
dwore viéc ddy ca. Hay nho 1a ba't ky ai cling ¢6 th€ gid'u thach tin trong @6
dac ctia Norma. Tham chi chinh ngwoi cha.”

“Ong dwong nhw ludn tin ring cdc 6ng chong 1a ngudi giét vor,” ba
Oliver noi.

“Nguroi chong thweong 1a ngwoi ¢d kha ning lam viéc ddy cao nhat,”
Hercule Poirot néi, “th& nén ngwdi ta hay cin nhic va luu y d&n ho trudec.

Ciing c6 th€'1a cd con gai, Norma, hay la ai d6 trong dam ngwoi &, hodc ¢



gai gilp viéc, hay c6 khi 1a ngai Roderick gia ca. Hoac ciing c6 th€ 1a ty ba
Restarick.”

“Ng& ngan. Tai sao lai thé?”

“C6 th€ cb ly do. Lién twdng hoi xa, nhung khong gi 1a khong the’ tin
dwoc.”

“That su 1a, 6ng Poirot a, dng khong thé nghi ngo’ td't ca moi nguoi.”

“Pung th&’, d6 1a nhirng gi t6i ¢6 th€ lam. Toi nghi ngo’ td't cd moi nguoi.
Pau tién t6i s€ nghi ngo, sau d6 toi sé tim ki€m nguyén do.”

“Thé& dtra tré ngoai qud'c dang thwong kia thi c6 1y do gi?”

“Piéu day phu thudc vao viéc co 2y lam gi trong nha, 1i do cd ta dé€n
Anh la lam gi va hang t4 nguyén nhan khac nwa.”

“Ong that 1a dién r6.”

“Hodc cling c6 th€'1a ciu trai David. Chang Cong cua ba.”

“That qua xa voi. David khong ¢6 & d6. Cau ta khong bao gior d&€n gan
ngoi nha ca.”

“Co6 day. Cai hom to1 dén da’y, ciu ta loanh quanh trong nha.”

“Nhwng khong phai la bo thud'c ddc vao phong Norma.”

“Lam thé¢ nao ma ba biet duoc?”

“Nhwng cd &y va cai ga kinh tom kia yéu nhau.”

“Chung c6 vé thé&’, toi thira nhan.”

“Ong ludn mu6n lam moi viéc kho khan 1én,” ba Oliver phan nan.

“Khong hé chiit nao. Moi thr tré nén khé khan cho t6i. T6i can thong
tin va chi ¢6 duy nha't mot ngwoi ¢6 the€ cung cap tin tirc cho t6i. Va ¢o ta

da bién mat.”



“Y 6ng 1a Norma.”

“Dung thé’, la Norma.”

“Nhwng c6 ta khong bién mat. Ching ta tim thdy co &Yy, ca dng va t6i.”

“Co &y ra khoi quén ca phé va mot Tan nwra lai bi€n mat.”

“Va 6ng de’ cd ay di?” Giong ba Oliver run 1én day trach méc.

“Than 61!”

“Ong d€ cb ta di? Ong tham chi khong cd tim lai c6 ta?”

“To1 khong ndi 1a t61 khong ¢6 ki€m co 8y.”

“Nhung cho dén nay 6ng van khong thanh cong, dng Poirot, tOi that s
tha't vong vé 6ng.”

“Chuyén nay c6 quy luit?” Hercule Poirot n6i gan nhu mo’ mang. “Pung
roi, cé quy luat. Nhwng vi con thi€u mdt manh ghép, quy luat nay khdong hé
c6 y nghia. Ba nhan ra diéu nay ma phai khong?”

“Khong,” ba Oliver n6i trong con dau dau.

Poirot ti€p tuc ddc thoai hon 1a tro chuyén véi ngwoi bén canh 6ng. Néu
c6 the xem 12 ba Oliver dang 1ing nghe. Ba cdm thay vo cling phin nd v&i
Poirot va tr nhii thim ring cd Restarick dd hoan toan ding va ring Poirot
da qua gia! Pa’y, chinh ba da tim thdy c6 gdi va goi dién d€ 6ng c6 the’ dén
kip, da ty minh theo doi cdu trai. Ba da d€ co6 ta lai cho Poirot, va Poirot da
lam gi... d&€ mat cd &y! That sy thi ba khong thé nhan ra li€u Poirot da lam
dworc ba't ky di€u gi c6 ich hay chwa. Ba tha't vong vEé ong &y qud. Khi ong
ta ngirng ndi, ba s& nhic lai diéu nay cho 6ng I'4n nira.

Poirot dang phac thdo cdi ma 6ng cho la “quy ludt” mdt cich binh tinh
thir tuw.

“Moi viéc déu khép voi nhau. Piing thé’, ching déu lién quan dé€n nhau



va d6 1a 1y do tai sao moi thir tré nén khoé khan. Viéc nay lién quan dén viéc
kia va réi ba nhan ra la n6 dinh ddng dé€n mot viéc khac c6 vé nhw khong
nam trong md hinh nay. Nhung nguoc lai. VA vi vdy né mdt Tan nira lai
mang nhiéu nguoi dat trong vong nghi ngor. Nghi ngor vé nhirng gi? Mot
Tan nwa khong ai bi€t di€u nay. Pau ti€n ching ta c6 cd gdi, va qua mé
cung cta nhiéu hudng suy luan khac nhau, toi phai tim ra cdu tra loi ¢6t 16i
nha't. C6 &y c6 phai la nan nhan, c6 ta c6 dang gap nguy hi€m khong? Hay
cd gai ra't khon ngoan? C6 phai c¢6 &y dang tao &n twong ma cd ta mudn
cho muc dich riéng ctia minh? C6 hai cach d€ tra 1o cho céu héi nay. Tuy
nhién tdi vAn con can diéu gi d6. Mot goi y chic chén. Tdi chic rang né chi
& dau day thoi.”

Ba Oliver dang luc loi trong tii x4ch.

“To6i khong the hi€u tai sao tdi khong the tim thd'y ma’y vién aspirin khi
toi can ching,” ba ndi voi giong by tic.

“Chting ta ¢6 mot day cac moi quan hé méc ndi v&i nhau. Nguwoi bd, cd
con gai, ba me k&’ Cudc sdng cua ho lién quan d€n nhau. Mot 6ng bac gia
ca, c6 phan Iam cam. R6i ¢6 ¢6 Sonia. CO ta thi lién quan dé€n 6ng bac. Co
ay lam viéc cho 6ng. C0 ta ¢6 cach cw x& va ca tinh ra't dwoc, 6ng bac rat
thich c¢6 ay. Ong ta, ¢6 th€ néi 1a ri't ¢6 tinh cam véi cd &y. Nhung vai trd
ctia ¢ ta trong ngoi nha kia la gi?”

“Mudn hoc ti€ng Anh, tdi cho 1a the’,” ba Oliver ndi.

“CoO &y gidp mot trong cac tiy vién cia Pai st quan Herzogovina... &
Kew Gardens. Co gap anh ta & d6, nhwng ho khong néi chuyén véi nhau.
C6 ay d€'lai mdt cudn sach va anh ta cam no di...”

“Ta’t cd nhirng vi€c nay la th€ nao?” ba Oliver n6i.

“Piéu nay cé lién quan gi dé€n quy luat kia khong? Tam theoi chiing ta



chwa bi€t. C6 vé khong nhwng ciing c6 the€'1a ¢6. Li€u Mary Restarick ¢6 vo
tinh gap phai viéc gi ma khi€n cd gap nguy hi€m khong?”

“Pirng néi v&i tdi rang ta't ca viéc nay cé lién quan dén hoat dong gidn
diép hay gi day.”

“T6i chi dang ty hoi the thoi.”

“Chinh 6ng néi 6ng Roderick 1a ngwoi gia lam cam.”

“Viéc Ong ay c6 lam cam hay khong khong thanh chuyén, 6ng ta la
ngwoi ¢6 tAm quan trong trong cudc chi€n. Nhiéu gidy to' quan trong da
qua tay 6ng ay. Cac thw tw quan trong dwoc gii d&€n 6ng. Céc 14 th ma 6ng
dworc toan quyén ty do ca't gir mdt khi ching khong con can dé€n nwra.”

“Ong dang n6i d&n cudc chién di xay ra cich diy ra't 1au roi.”

“Pung la the. Nhung khong phai vi né xdy ra lau réi ma xong chuyén.
Céc lién minh m&i dugc thanh 14p. Cédc bai phat bi€u cong khai bac bd diéu
nay, phd nhan diéu kia, va lra d6i vé gi d6 khac. Va gia st nhw cé ton tai
mot s& thw tir hay van ban nha't dinh ¢ th€ thay d6i hinh anh vé mdt ca
nhén cuy th€ nao da’y. Toi khdng doan chic gi, ba hi€u ma. To6i chi dang dwa
ra gia dinh ma toi bi€t 1a ding trong qua khir. C6 th€ viéc thiéu hily mot vai
thw tw hay gidy tor, hay chuyén chiing d€n mét s6” chinh phil nwdc ngoai la
quan trong nhat. Ai cé thé’ lam viéc nay tot hon 1a mot cd gai tré dep quyén
rii chuyén hd trgr va gidp d& mot ngwdi tudi cao vong trong tong hop tai
liéu cho cuén h'6i ky cta 6ng &y? Ngay nay td't cd moi ngwoi déu viét h'6i
ky. Khong ai c6 theé ngan ho lam nhw vay! Gia stt nhw vao hdm ma co thw
ky kiém diéu dwong dwoc viéc kia chiu trach nhiém nd'u nwdng thi ba me
k& #n phdi gi dA’y trong thitc in? VA néu nhw c6 Ay da cd tinh sip x&p d€
moi nghi ngo déu don vao Norma?”

“Pau 6c cua ong that 1a,” ba Oliver n6i. “Ngoat ngoéo qua. Y toi 1a, tat



ca nhirng vi€c nay khong the xay ra dwore.”

“Chi dén thé thoi. C6 qud nhiéu khuén mau. Pau méi 1a ding? Co
Norma roi nha, di London. C6 ta, theo nhw ba néi cho toi biét, 1a ¢6 gai thi
ba thué chung nha v&i hai cd gdi khac. Lai mét Ian ntra c6 thé€ ¢ khudn
mau & day. Hai c6 kia déu 1a ngwoi la voi ¢d 4y. Nhung roi toi khdm phd
ra dwoc gi? Claudia Reece-Holland la thw ky ri€ng cho bd ctia Norma
Restarick. O’ ddy lai thém mot mét xich. DAy c6 phai chi 12 tinh c& ching?
Hay c6 thé c6 mot quy luat gi dd'y ding sau n6? Co géi con lai, theo nhu ba
noi, 1a mot ngwdi miu, va quen biét cdi anh chang ba goi 1a ‘Chang Cong’,
ciing chinh 13 ngwdi md Norma dang yéu. Lai thém mot mét xich nira.
Nhiéu mét xich nita. Va anh chang cong David kia, c4u ta c¢6 vai trdo gi
trong ta't ca nhtrng chuyén nay? Cau ay c¢6 yéu Norma khong? Cé vé 1a thé’.
Ciing hoan toan ty nhién va dé hiéu ring bd me c6 ta khong thich chuyén
nay.”

“Viéc Claudia Reece-Holland la thw ky cua Restarick that ky 1a,” ba
Oliver tram ngam ngim nghi. “Tdi cho 12 c6 &y 1am viéc gi cling xua't sic.
Co6 1€ cb a7y la ngwoi da day nguoi phu nir ra khoi ctra sO ting bay.”

Poirot quay cham cham vé hwdng ba.

“Ba ndi gi thé?” 6ng gang hoéi. “Ba dang néi gi kia?”

“Chi 1a c6 ai d6 trong khu can ho... tdi tham chi con khong bi€t tén ba
ta, nhwng ba &y nga hay 1a ty lao ra khoi ctra sO twr tAng bay va chét.”

Poirot ci't cao ti€ng hét sirc nghiém nghi. “Va ba khong néi cho toi
bi€t?” dng ndi nhw theé dang k&t tdi ba.

Ba Oliver nhin chim chidm vao dng ngac nhién. “T6i khong hiéu y 6ng
la gi.”

“Y tdi 1 gi w? T6i hdi ba hiy cho tdi biét vé mot cai chét nao ddy. P6 1a



nhitng gi tdi mudn. Mot cdi chét. Va ba néi ring khong cé tredng hop ti
vong nao ca. Ba chi ¢6 th€ nghi d&n vu c& gidng ha doc. Nhung du sao day
moi la cdi chét. Céi chét ¢... tén cia khu cdn hd &y la gi?”

“Borodene Mansions.”

“Vang, ding roi. Va viéc nay xay ra khi nao?”

“Vu ty t& nay ha? Toi nghi... ding roi... tdi nghi la chi khodng mdt
tuan tredre khi téi dé€n do.”

“Qua tuyét! Lam cach nao ma ba bi€t tin nay?”

“Mot ngeoi giao stra néi cho toi biét.”

“Nguoi giao stra, lay chda toi!”

“Céu ta chi dinh tdn giu,” ba Oliver néi. “Chuyén nghe khad bu6n. Viéc
nay xady ra vao ban ngay... vao lic to mo sang, t6i cho 1a thé".”

“Tén ba ay la g17”

“T6i hoan toan khong biét. Toi khong nhé 1a cu ta ¢6 nhic d&n né.”

“Tré, trung nién, hay gia roi?”

Ba Oliver cin nhfc. “A, ciu ta khong ndi chinh x4c 13 bao nhiéu tudi.
Khoang 50, t6i nh¢ 1a ciu &y ndi the”

“Gio toi lai ty hdi. C6 th€ 1a ai ma ba co gdi kia biét khong?”

“Lam sao ma toi bi€t duwgrc? Khong ai néi gi d€n chuyén nay.”

“Va ba chwa bao gio’ nghi 1a s€ néi cho tdi biét.”

“A, that ra thi 6ng Poirot, t6i khong th& néi 12 né c¢6 lién quan gi dén tat
ca moi viéc. O, thi, toi gia st 12 ¢6 di... nhung dwong nhw khong ai néi the,
hodc nghi thé ca.”

“Nhwng dung 1a c6 li€én quan. Co Norma dang s6ng trong khu hd kia, va

roi mot ngay c¢6 ngwoi tw té (theo t6i hi€u thi ngwoi ta cho la vay). Co



ngwoi da lao minh ra khdi hay roi xudng tir ctra sO ting bay va chét. Va roéi
sao nira? Vai ngly sau d6, cd6 Norma kia, sau khi nghe ba nhic dén tdi tai
mot bira tiéc, d&n tim gdp tdi va ndi rang co ta e 12 co6 A’y dd pham tdi giét
ngwoi. Ba khong nhin ra sao? C6 t vong... va khong 14au sau thi ¢6 ta nght
c6 th€ cb ta da giét nguoi, Ding thé’, diy chinh la vu 4n mang.”

Ba Oliver muén néi “v& van” nhwng khong dam lam thé". Ba git cau &Yy
trong dau.

“Thé& thi day chinh 1a mau tin ma t6i con thi€u. Chinh né sé lién két cac
sy viéc lai v&i nhau! Ping thé, ding nhw vay r'oi, toi khong biét 1a nhuw thé”
ndo, nhung chic chin 1a nhw vay. Toi phai suy nghi xem. D6 1a nhitng gi toi
phai lam. T6i phai vé nha va ti tr suy nghi cho d&n khi cdc manh khop lai
voi nhau... vi diy chinh 1a ddu m&i chid chd't két n6i moi viéc lai... Pung
vay. Cudi ciing ciing xong. It nha't 12 t6i dd tim dworc huéng di.”

Ong ding 1én va néi: “Tam biét, ba ban yéu quy,” va voi va roi khoi
phong.

Ba Oliver cudi cung ciing tha’y nhe nhom.

“V& van,” ba néi voi can phong trdng khong. “HEt strc vo nghia. Khong

bie€t udng cung luc hai vién aspirin thi cé sao khong day?”



CHUONG 15

George da chuah bi s&n mdt tach tra va dit n6 ngay canh Hercule Poirot.
Ong nhA'm nhdp va nghi ngoi. Ong hay ¢6 167 tw duy riéng: nhw cdch nguwdi
ta Iya ra cdc manh ghép hinh. Vao thoi di€m thich hop thi ching sé dwoc
sap x&p lai d€ tao thanh mot birc hinh 18 rang va chit ché. Lic nay diéu
quan trong 1a viéc chon lwa va tach cdc manh ghép ra. Ong nhdp mot ngum
tra r'oi dit tich xudng, tha 1dng tay trén tay ghé& va d€ cic manh roi cda cau
d6’ Tan lwot lwdt ngang trong suy nghi. Mot khi 6ng nhin ra dwoc hét
chiing, 6ng s€ chon. Manh hinh troi, hinh bo' s6ng xanh mudt, cé the la
nhitng manh soc trong nhw dwong vin cta ho. ..

Con dau chan trong d6i gidy da tinh x3o. Ong bit dau tr d&y. i bo doc
con dwong dung nén tir thong tin clia ba ban tdt Oliver. Ba me k&. Ong
tha'y minh d¢€ tay trén cong. Ngudi dan ba dang cii dau cit nhitng nhanh
hdng coi coc, quay lai nhin 6ng, & d6 ¢6 manh mdi gi cho 6ng? Khong gi
cd. M4i dau vang 6ng, nhr rudng ngd, v&i nhitng hinh xoin lon goi nhé
dén dau téc cua ba Oliver, 6ng hoi mim cwei. Nhung téce cua ba Oliver thi
chwra bao gior trong dwgc gon gang nhw ctia Mary Restarick. Khudn téc
vang bao xung quanh gwong mit ¢ phan hoi qud to so v&i ba. Ong nhé

ngai Roderick gia nua c6 néi ring ba ta phai doi téc gid do bj bénh. That



dang ti€c cho mot ngwoi phu nira con kha tré. Khi nh¢ lai, 6ng cam gidc
nhw dau ba ¢6 vé ning né khic thwong. Cting do va quéa hoan hao. Ong lwu
y dén vé mai toc gia ctia Mary Restarick... n€u né that 1a téc gid... vi dng
khong thé nao chic chén 13 minh c6 thé tin twédng ngai Roderick. Ong xét
xem c6 kha nang nao bd téc gia co the trd thanh chi ti€t quan trong khong.
Ong h6i tuedng lai cudc ddi thoai gitka ho. Ho c6 néi diéu gi quan trong
khong? Ong nghi 12 khong, 6ng nhé lai cin phong ma ho di vao. Cin phong
fAm thwdng khong ban sic. C6 hai bitc tranh trén twong, mot clia ngudi
phu ntr trong chi€c dam mau ghi nhat. Mi€ng mong, méi mim. Téc mau
nau xam. Ngwoi v dau cia Restarick. Ba trong ¢6 vé 1on tu6i hon ch'ong
minh. Bitc 4nh ctia 6ng ndm & phia twong d6i dién véi ba. Ca hai déu 1a
nhirng birc chin dung dep. Lansberger 1a mot hoa si chan dung tai ba. Tam
tri 6ng ngwng lai & bl v€ cia ngwoi chdong. Hom déu tién 6ng khong nhin
tha’y né k¥ nhw hom & van phong cua Restarick...

Andrew Restarick va Claudia Reece-Holland. C6 gi gitra ho khong? M&i
quan hé ctia ho don thuan la gitra 6ng chui va c¢6 thw ky hay con hon th&
ntra? Piéu nay khong can thi€t. Pay la nguwoi dan 6ng vira quay vé sau
nhiéu nim ving mit, ngudi khdng cé ban bé hay ho hang than can, ngudi
vuedng phai nhiéu ric rdi va lo 1ing vi tinh cdch va hanh vi cia ¢d con géi.
Diéu nay c6 1& 12 hoan toan ty nhién khi dng cdy dén co thw ky xua't sic
vira tuyén dwoc d€ gioi thiéu mot noi & London cho con gdi minh. Viéc nay
cling ¢6 lgri cho ¢6 khi ¢6 cling dang ki€m tim cd gai thi ba. Co gdi thir
ba... Cum tor ma 6ng hoc dwoe tr ba Oliver dwong nhw luén xud't hién
trong tam tri 6ng. Nhw theé’ n6 cé fam quan trong cdt y€u ma vi 1y do gi day
ong van chwa nhin ra dworc.

Anh hau George budc vao phong, kin ddo dong cira sau lwng lai.



“C6 mot ¢b gai tré & day, thra ngai. Co gai ma hdm tredc da dén day.”

Cau bdo tin d&n ding lic va thich hgp voi nhieng gi Poirot dang nghi,
ong giat minh ng o1 thezlng day.

“Co gdi dén vao budi sang hdm trudc?”

“0, khong, thra dng. Y t6i 1a c6 dén ciing Ngai Roderick Horsefield.”

“A, hin roi.”

Poirot nhwd'ng may. “Cho ¢6 ta vao di. C6 &y dang & dau?”

“Toi din cd &y vao phong ¢d6 Lemon roi, thua 6ng.”

“A. Puoc roi, duwa c6 vao day.”

Sonia khong cho' cho George dan di. Co x0ng xdo budc vao phong truede
anh v&i nhitng bude di thoin thoét.

“Rat khé dé toi ¢6 the trdn ra ngoai dwgrc, nhwng tdi dé€n la d€ ndi cho
ong biét rang t6i khong 18y cdc gidy to Ay. Toi khong in cép bat cir thir gi
hét. Ong hiu chix?”

“C6 ai n6i la cd da lam viéc da’y a?” Poirot hoi. “Moi ¢d ng'6i xuéng.”

“T6i khong mudn ngdi. Toi ¢ ra't it thoi gian. Toi chi d&€n d€ nédi voi
ong rang viéc dd'y hoan toan khong ding sy that. Toi rat trung thyc va toi
chi lam nhirng gi t6i dwoec bao.”

“T6i hieu y ¢6. Toi biét r'oi. Co tuyén bd la minh khdong hé 187y bat ky
gidy to' nao, thong tin, thw tw, tai liéu cda bat ky th€ loai nao tw Ngai
Roderick Horsefield ding khong? Cé phai thé" khong?”

“Ping, va t6i dén diy d&€ néi cho ong biet the. Ong Ay tin twdng toi.
Ong &y biét 1a t6i s& khong 1am nhw vay.”

“Rat tot. Toi s€ lvu y 1o trinh bay nay.”

“Ong c6 nghi 12 6ng s& tim tha’y dong gid'y t& kia khong?”



“T6i dang ban rat nhiéu vu di€u tra khac,” Poirot néi. “Vu gidy to cia
Ngai Roderick sé phai cho théi.”

“Ong 4y lo 1&ng. R4t lo 1ing. C6 viée nay toi khong the cho 6ng Ay biét.
To6i s€ néi cho 6ng biét, 6ng 4y lam mat moi thir. Cac thir dwoc ca't khong
phai vio noi ma éng Ay nghi. Ong dit ching vio... néi lam sao ddy... &
nhirng noi rat budn cwdi. To6i biét ma. Ong nghi ngd toi. TA't ¢ moi nguwdi
déu nghi ngo t6i vi toi 1a ngwoi nwde ngoai. Vi téi d€n tor nwde khac thé
nén ho nghi 1a... ho cho ring tdi 147y cép gid’y t& bi mat nhw trong ma’y ciu
chuyén gian diép Anh ngd ngan cta cac 6ng. To6i khdong phai nhw thé. Toi
la ngwoi ¢ hoc.”

“A ha,” Poirot néi. “That rit vui khi biét diéu nay.” Ong néi thém: “Con
cO di€u gi khac ma c6 mudn ndi cho t61 bi€t khong?”

“Tai sao t6i phai lam th&?”

“Ai ma biét dwore.”

“Y 6ng dang néi d&n chuyén gi?”

“A, toi khong ¢6 y mudn phién cd. Hém nay c6 1& 14 ngay nghi d€ cd
dworc ra ngoai.”

“Pung thé&. Mdi tuin toi ¢6 mot ngay d€ lam bat ctr diéu gi toi thich. To6i
c6 the’ d&n London. C6 the tham bao tang Anh.”

“A didng, va d&€n nha Victoria va Albert nura, chic chén 12 thé r6i.”

“Dung vay.”

“Va dén Phong trién 1am Qudc gia d€ xem tranh. Va vao mdt ngay dep
troi, ¢6 ¢6 th€ di d&n Vwon Kensington, hay xa dén tdn Kew Gardens.”

Co cirng d& ngwdi lai... bin cho 6ng cdi nhin gidn dir ddy nghi ngo.

“Tai sao Ong lai nhic d&n Kew Gardens?”’



“Vi & dd’y ¢ rit nhiéu cdy va cdc loai thyce vat dep. A! ¢ khong nén bd
qua Kew Gardens. Phi vao ctra ra't ré. T6i nghi 1a mot hay hai xu gi ddy. Va
v&i chirng day cd c¢6 th€ d&n va ngdm nhin céc loai ciy nhiét d&1i, hoidc ¢
th& ngdi trén gh& va doc sich.” Ong nhin ¢6 mim cwdi nhr muén lam
ngudi ngoai nghi ngo’ va thd vi nhan ra trang thai kho chiju va buc bdi cia
cd cang tang. “Nhwng t6i khong nén gitr ¢6 lai day, thwa c6. C6 the cd phai
dén tham ban be & Pai s quan nao day cheamg han.”

“Tai sao ong lai n6i the?”

“Khong ¢6 1y do cu thé€ nao ca. Theo nhw ¢6 ndi, ¢6 1a nguoi ngoai qudc
th& nén ra't nhi€u kha nang cd c6 ban lién quan dén Pai sir quan nwdc cd &
day.”

“C6 ai d6 da ke chuyén cho 6ng nghe. Ai d6 da c6 cdo budc chdng lai
toi! T6i cho Ong bi€t Ong ta 1a mdt dng gia ngd ngan hay that lac d6 dac.
Chi c6 th€ thoi! D6 1a tat ca. Va ong &y khong he€ bi€t ba't ky di€u gi quan
trong h&t. Ong ta khong c6 gidy to hay tai liéu bi mat nao. Ong chwa bao
gior ¢ ching ca.”

“A, nhung c¢6 xem ra nghi chwa ky 1&m. Thoi gian ci trdi qua, c6 biét
da’y. Ong &y tirng 12 mot nguwdi c6 the lye va ong Ay biét nhidu bi mat quan
trong.”

“Ong dang c& doa toi.”

“Khong, khong dau. T61 khong quéi dang theé dau.”

“Ba Restarick. Chinh ba Restarick da néi nhirng chuyén nay véi 6ng. Ba
ta khong thich t61.”

“Ba &y khong ndi gi nhw thé voi tdi ca.”

“That, to1 khong thich ba ta. To1 khong tin loai dan ba nhw thé". To61 cho



la ba ta c6 bi mat.”

“That sao?”

“Pung th&’, t6i nghi 1a ba &y bi€t bi mat t& ngwoi ch'ong. T6i cho 1a ba ta
1én London hay dén cdc noi khac d€ gdp nhirng nguoi dan 6ng khac. Noi
ding hon la gdp mot ngeoi dan 6ng khac.”

“Thé& a,” Poirot ndi, “that 1a thd vi. C6 cho la ba ay di gdp nguoi dan
ong khac?”

“Dung, t61 nghi the¢". Ba 2y ra't hay 1én London va t61 khong nghi la luc
nao ba cling k&€ v&i chong vé viée day, hodc ba ta néi minh di mua sim va
con k& nhitng thir phai mua. M&y chuyén dai loai th&. Ong &y ban rdn trong
van phong va khong bao gio’ nghi dén viéc tai sao vor 6ng ay 1én ddy. Ba ta
& London nhiéu hon 1a & ngoai 6. Tuy nhién ba &y lai gia vo’ nhw minh rat
thich lam vwon.”

“C0 hoan toan khong bi€t ngwoi ma ba ay di gédp 1a ai a?”

“Lam th& nio ma toi biét dwoc? Toi khong theo ddi ba ta. Ong Restarick
khong phai 13 ngwdi da nghi. Ong &y tin nhitng gi ba ta néi. C6 18 lic nao
ong ta cling chi nghi dé€n céng viéc kinh doanh. Va t6i cho la 6ng &y cling
lo 14ng cho con gdi minh.”

“Pung vay,” Poirot néi, “ong &y chic chin 12 ra't lo cho ¢ con géi. Th&
con cO con gai? Co co bi€t nhi€u ve co ta khong?”

“To6i khong biét 16 vé c¢d &y 1dm. N&u ong hdi tdi nghi gi... thi, tdi s&
no6i cho 6ng nghe. T61 nghi 1a co &y bi dién.”

“Co cho rﬁng cO ta bi dién? Tai sao?”

“Thinh thodng cd &y n6i nhirng diéu rat ky la. C6 ta nhin thd’y nhirng

th vdn khong c6 & d6.”



“Nhin thdy tht khong cé & d6?”

“Nhirng nguoi khong ¢6 & d6. DBo6i khi ¢6 &y rat sdi ndi phan khdi va
r'oi lic khéc co ta nhw the dang trong mo. Ong néi chuyén véi ¢d 4y va co
s€ khdng nghe dwgrc dng néi gi. Co &y khong tra 1ovi. T6i nghi 1a ¢6 nhirng
ngwoi ¢ ta chi mudn ho chét quach di.”

“C06 mudn noi ba Restarick?”

“Va b6 cd ay. CO nhin 6ng ta nhw th€ c6 ra't ghét dng ay.”

“Vi ca hai ngueoi ho dang mudn ngin cdm c6 cwdi ngwoi ma co lya
chon?”

“Ping the¢". Ho khong mudn diéu d6 xay ra. Tat nhién la ho hoan toan
ding, nhung viéc Ay lai khi€n c06 ta tirc gidn. Mot ngay nao d6,” Sonia néi
thém, gat dau vui v&, “tdi cho 1a cd &y s& ty t. Toi hy vong rang co ta
khong lam diéu gi qua ngu ng6c, nhwng d6 l1a diéu ma nguoi ta s€ lam khi
ho yéu qua nhiéu.” C6 nhtn vai. “Thai... to1 di day.”

“Hay cho t6i bi€t thém mot diéu nay nwra thdi. Ba Restarick c6 doi téc
gia khong?”

“Téc gia 47 Lam sao tdi biét dwoe?” CO tram ngdm mot lat. “Co the 1a
cd,” cO thwra nhan. “No6 rat tién khi di du lich. Va ciing hop thoi trang nira.
Khi nao d6 toi cting s€ ddi toc gia. Mau xanh nhé! Hay c6 khi t6i da 1am thé

NA

roi.” Co lai néi thém, “t6i di day,” va buoce di.



CHUONG 13

“HOom nay t6i c6 ra't nhiéu vi€c phai lam,” Hercule Poirot thdng bdo khi
ong ding 1én khdi ban dn sang vao hom sau va dé€n gap c6 Lemon. “Phai
diéu tra mot vai thir. C6 da tim ki€m ma’y th céan thi€t cho t6i chwa? ba
dat hen va ki€m cac dia chi lién lac can thi€t chwa?”

“Di nhién roi, thwa 6ng” c¢d Lemon néi. “Ta't cad déu ¢ day.” C6 dwa cho
Ong mot tap tai liéu nho.

Poirot lwdt nhanh qua ndi dung va git dau.

“T6i Iic nao cling ¢ the trong ciy & cd, c6 Lemon a,” dng ndi. “That 1a
tuyét voi.”

“That ra, Ngai Poirot, téi khong thd’y gi tuyét voi & day ca. Ong hwdng
dan va toi lam theo thoi. D6 1a viéc dwong nhién.”

“Khong dau, moi viéc khong dé thé&” dau,” Poirot néi. “Tdi ludn chi dan
cac ong thg 6ng khi, tho dién hay nhirng ngwoi dén stra chira cac thir, va
ho ¢6 ludn 1am nhuv t61 n6i khong? Rat hi€m khi.”

Ong di vao phong 1én.

“George, cau 12y cho t6i cédi 4o khoac hot day chut. Toi nghi 1a cai lanh
mua thu bat dau roi day.”

Ong thd dau tré lai trong phong thw ky. “A, nhan tién day, c6 nghi gi vé



cO gai dé€n day hom qua?”

Co6 Lemon, bi ngén lai khi chuan bj lao cdc dau ngén tay trén mdy danh
chir, néi ngén gon: “La.”

“DPung, dung the!”

“R0 rang la ngwoi nwdre ngoai.”

“C0 khong nghi thém ba't ctr gi ngoai tre diéu ay a?”

Co6 Lemon can nhic. “Tdi khdng c6 cdch nao d€ danh gia kha ning cia
cd ta trong ba't ky chuyén gi.” C6 néi thém day ngo vuc: “Trong c6 Yy ¢
vé kho chiu veé diéu gi d6.”

“Pung. C6 ta bi nghi ngor, co bidt day, &n cip! Khdng phai tién bac, ma
la gid’y tor, toe chu ¢6 ay.”

“Troi, trovi,” ¢d Lemon néi. “Gid’y tor quan trong a?”’

“C6 vé nhw rd't c6 khad nang xay ra. Cling c6 kha nang cao khong kém 1a
ong &y khong bi mat gi ca.”

“6, thé” 4,” ¢6 Lemon néi, dwa mét nhin ong chu theo ciach dic biét ma
cd von hay lam d€ thong bdo ring cd6 mudn ong ta di khoi day d€ co c6 the
tan tinh gidi quyét cong viéc. “PAYy, toi ludn cho ring s& tdt hon néu ong

bi€t r6 minh can gi khi mwon ngeoi khac, va hdy thué ngeoi Anh.”

Hercule Poirot di ra ngoai. Chuyén tham dau tién ctia 6ng la d€n Borodene
Mansions, dng bét taxi. Khi xudng d&n sin, éng dwa méat nhin xung quanh.
Nguoi gac cong mic dong phuc dang dirng & mot trong nhirng ctra ra vao,

miéng huyt sdo giai di€u am dam. Khi Poirot ti€n v€ phia anh, anh néi:



“Vang, thwa 6ng?”

“T6i mudn hoi,” Poirot ndi, “liéu cau cé the cho t6i bi€t vE sy cd ra't dau
budn dién ra & noi nay dao gan day khong?”

“Viéc budn 4?” cau gac cong hoi. “Theo tdi bi€t thi khong cd gi ca.”

“C6 ngwoi phu nir da lao minh xuéng, hay phai néi la nga xudng tor mot
trong cic tang trén, va chét.”

“O, chuyén ay. T6i khong biét gi vé viéc &y vi toi chi m&i lam & day
dworc mot tudn, thwa 6ng. Chao Joe.”

Mot ngeoi gac cong khac xud't hién tw phia doi dién cla tdoa nha buoc
den.

“Cau chéc biét vé& ngudi phu nit bj ngd xudng tir tAng bay. Khoang céch
day mdt thang, phai khong?”

“Khéng nhitu 18m,” Joe néi. Ong gic cOng nay ding tudi, néi ning
cham rai. “Chuyén ra't khing khiép.”

“Ba ta chét ngay lap tec a?”

“Pung thé?”

“Ba aYy tén gi? Cau hi€u cho, c¢6 theé’ ddy 1a ho hang cuia t6i,” Poirot giai
thich, 6ng khong phai 12 nguwdi din do khi can néi sai sw that.

“That thé" a, thwa 6ng. T6i rd't 18y lam ti€c. Ba &y tén 1a Charpentier.”

“Ba da sdng & da'y mot thoi gian roéi ding khong?”

“A, d€ t6i nh& xem. Khoang mot nam... ¢6 the’ 1a mot nam rwoi. Khong,
t6i nghi chic ciing dwgc khodng hai nim. Nha s& 76, tAng 7.”

“D¢ la tang cao nhat a?”

“Dung the’, thwa 6ng. La ba Charpentier.”

Poirot khong nai ép thém bat ky thong tin mi€u ta chi ti€t nao vi hin



ngwoi ta nghi ho hang thi phai bi€t nhau. Thay vao d6, éng hoi: “Chuyén
nay c6 gay nhiéu ndo dong hay nghi van gi khong? Luic dé la khoang ma’y
gio’?”

“Nam hay sdu gio sang, toi nghi th&. Khdng c6 canh bdo hay bat cu
diéu gi. Ba &y ctr thé roi xudng th6i. Mac du kha som nhwng ngay 14p tirc
dd c6 ddam dong dén xem, x6 day noi lan can & kia kia. Ong biét nguoi ta
thé nao ma.”

“Va canh sat ntra, ta't nhién roi.”

“A ding, canh sat d&n kha nhanh. Va bac si va xe ctru thwong. Nhw 1€
thudng,” ngudi gic cong néi v&i giong didu mét mdi va chan ngit nhu the
thang nao cling ching ki€n viéc nguoi khac lao minh khdi cira sO tang bay
doi Ian.

“Va t6i cho la nguoi te cac can hd chay xudng xem khi ho nghe thay
chuyén gi da xay ra.”

“0, khong c6 nhiéu ngudi 18m vi tiéng xe cd 0n 20. Ai d6 néi 1a ba ta c6
hét 1én ldc nhdy xuéng, nhung khdng vi thé’ ma né giy chan dong hay roi
loan gi 1o'n. Chi ¢6 nhitng ngwoi trén dwong di ngang qua méi thdy chuyén
gi xay ra. Va roi, tdt nhién la ho nghénh cd qua hang rao d€¢ xem, va nhirng
nguoi khdc thay thé thi cling tham gia vao. Ong biét tai nan thuong the’
nao ma!”

Poirot qua quyét v&i anh ta rang ong biet khung canh tai nan thwong ra
sa0.

“Ba &y so0'ng mdt minh 47" 6ng néi, ngit ciu dinh hdi ra lam doi.

“Ping th&".”

“Nhung t6i cho 1a ba c6 ban be, 1a ngwoi s6ng trong cac can khac phai



khong?”

Joe nhiin vai va lic dau. “Cé th& 1a vay. Toi khdng biét. Chwra bao gio
thd’y ba ta di an v&i hang xém. Thinh thodng ba ta ¢6 ban tir bén ngoai dén
an tdi. Khong, t6i khong nghi 1a ba &y dic biét than thi€t voi bat ky ai &
day. Tt nha't 1a dng,” Joe ndi, bt dAu hoi thi€u kién nhin, “d&n va néi
chuyén v&i 6ng McFarlane, la ngeoi quan 1y & day néu 6ng mudn biét vé
ba ay.”

“A, cam on cdu. Vang, t6i dang dinh lam thé&"”

“Vin phong 6ng 4y ndm & khu nha phia bén kia, thwa 6ng. o tang trét,
ong s€ thay trén ctra ¢6 ghi.”

Poirot di theo chi din. Ong 14y tir chiéc cip nhd 14 thw trén ciing dwoc
ghi “Ngai McFarlane” ma c6 Lemon da dwa cho ong.

Ong McFarlane héa ra 1a mét ngwdi dan éng vao khoang 45 tudi, trong
dep trai va sfc sdo. Poirot dwa 14 thu cho 6ng ta. Ong mé né ra va doc.

“A, ding r'di,” 6ng néi, “toi biet roi.”

Ong dit né xudng ban va nhin Poirot.

“Cha nha da bao tdi phai gitp do 6ng ta't ca nhitng gi ma t6i c6 the vé
cai chét dau buon cua ba Louise Charpentier. Thé” chinh x4c 1a 6ng mudn
bi€t nhirng gi, thwa 6ng”... 6ng 1i€c nhin 14 thw Tan nwra... “Ngai Poirot?”

“Viéc nay, ta't nhién Ia hoan toan bi mat,” Poirot néi. “Than nhan cta ba
ay da dwoe canh sat va luat sw lién lac, nhung ho rat lo lﬁng, nén to1 da dén
Anh, va t6i nén bié€t thém mdt vai sy viéc riéng tw, n€u ong hieu y tdi. That
khong vui gi khi ngeoi ta chi cho bi€t cac bdo cdo chinh thire.”

“Vang, ding th&". T6i hoan toan thau hi€u. Thé nén, t6i s€é cho Ong biét

bat ky diéu gi toi c6 the.”



“Ba @y dad & day bao lau va lam th& nao ma ba ta dwoc nhan can hd
nay?”

“Ba ta da ¢ day... tdi c6 the tim tra né chinh xac cho 6ng... khodng hai
nam. C6 mdt can hd tréng va téi doan la ngwoi phu nir don ra 1a nguoi
quen cla ba ta va da thong bdo tredc voi ba Yy viéc nay. Ngwoi &y 1a ¢
Wilder. Lam viéc & dai BBC. O’ London mdt thdi gian, nhung da chuyén di
Canada. La mdt co gai rat tot... t6i khong nghi 1a co ta bi€t nhiéu vEé nguoi
qud c&. To6i chi tién miéng thi nhic d&n viéc cd Ay don di thé thdi. Ba
Charpentier rat thich can hd nay.”

“Ong cho ring ba ta 1a ngudi thich hop d€ cho thué 1ai?”

Ong McFarlane c6 chit do dw trwede khi tra 1oi: “Ba &y 13 mot nguoi
thué nha phai chang, ding the".”

“Ong khong ¢an phai ngai néi cho toi biét,” Hercule Poirot néi. “C6 chuit
gi veot rao phai khong? Mot chit hoii... ¢ th€ néi la... truy lac trong cach
giai tri ciia ba ta?”

Ong McFarlane khong con dé dit

“Cling ¢6 mot vai khi€u nai, nhwng phén nhiéu la to nhirng nguoi 1on
tudi.”

Hercule Poirot lam mdt di¢u bd goti y.

“Kha thich mao hi€m, u6ng kha nhiéu, ding thé&’, thwa 6ng... va ra't dao
hoa. Thinh thodng viéc nay lai hoi gay ra ric r6i.”

“Vaba @y thich cdc quy 6ng?”

“A, t6i khong mudn néi nhiéu d&nh mic da’y.”

“Khong, khong sao, ai cling hieu dwoc ma.”

“Ta’t nhién la ba 8y khdng con tré nwra.”



“Vé bé ngoai va dién mao thuwdng rat d& bi nham 14n. Ong s& dodn 12 ba
a'y bao nhiéu tudi?”

“That khé néi. 40... 45.” Ong néi thém: “Sirc khde ba ta khong dwoc
tot, Ong bict daYy.”

“Vang t6i hieu.”

“Ba &y udng qua nhi€u... viéc &y khong c6 gi phai ban cii. Va roi ba ta
tré nén suy sup. Lo ling vé ban than minh. Ludn d&n gip béc si, va khong
tin vao nhitng gi ho néi. Phu n&r thwong hay huyén hoic... dic biét 1a vao
thoi diém ddy cta cudc doi... ba ta nghi 1a ba 4y méic bénh ung thw. C
khing khing nhuw th&. Bdc si trin an ba, nhwng ba ta khong tin. Ong &y cho
biét tai cudc tham tra chinh thic ring that sy ba &y khong cé bénh gi
nghi€m trong. U thi, ngwdi ta nghe nhitng viéc nhw thé hing ngay. Ba Yy
trd nén r6i loan va mot ngay dep trovi...” 6ng gat gu.

“That dang bu'6én,” Poirot ndi. “Ba &y c6 ngwoi ban dic biét nao trong
s& nhirng nguoi song & day khong?”

“Theo tdi bi€t thi khong. Noi nay, 6ng tha'y day, khong phai la chdn lam
than hay két ban. O’ ddy cha y&u 1 nhitng ngwdi 1am kinh doanh, hay c6 di
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lam.

“To6i dang nghi c6 th€ l1a ¢6 Claudia Reece-Holland. T6i ty hoi khong
bi€t ho c6 bi€t nhau khong.”

“Co6 Reece-Holland 4? Khong, toi khong nghi thé. O, y tdi 1a ho c6 the
bi€t nhau, n6i chuyén khi 1€n chung thang mdy, dai loai th&. Nhung t61
khong cho 1a ho ti€p xidc nhieu. Ong biét ma, ho thudc cic the’ hé khic
nhau. Y t6i 1a...” 6ng McFarlane dwdng nhw c¢6 chiit bdi 1di. Poirot thic
méc tai sao.

Ong néi: “Mot trong s6 cac ¢6 & chung nha voi ¢d Holland c6 biét ba



Charpentier, to1 nghi th€"... 1a c6 Norma Restarick.”

A AL

“Co aya?”

“T6i khong biét... c6 &y chi m&i chuyén dén dao gan day, t6i hdu nhw
khong bi€t mat co6 ta. Co gdi tré trong ¢6 phan hoi nhit nhat. Téi cho 1a ¢o6
&y vira ra treong khong 1au.” Ong néi thém: “Con diéu gi nira toi c6 thé
gitp dvoce cho 6ng, thea 6ng?”

“Khéng, cam on. Ong tir t&" qud. Toi khong biét liéu toi ¢ the xem qua
can hd dwoc khong. Chi d€ ¢6 thé néi 1a...” Poirot ngirng lai, khong di sau
vao chi ti€t.

“A, by gi¢, d€ t6i xem. Hién ¢ 6ng Travers dang & phong ddy. Ong ta
& trung tAm thanh phd’ sudt ngay. Pugc r'oi, 1én voi t6i n€u 6ng mudn, thwa
ong.”

Ho 1én tang 7. Khi 6ng McFarlane dung chia khéa, mdt trong cdc chutr s&
tr canh ctra rot xudng va suyt nira da tring do6i giay da bong cda Poirot,
Oong nhanh nhen nhdy lui va roi cdi ngwoi nhat nd, treo lai vao canh cira
mot cach can than.

“Ma’y sd nay bi 16ng r'6i,” 6ng noi.

“Toi ra't xin 161, thwa ngai. To6i s& lwu ¥ viéc nay. Diing 1a theo thoi gian
ching lung lay ra hét. Day, ching ta d&n chd roi.”

Poirot di vao phong khach. Cian phong trong rdt it cd tinh. Cac birc
twong ddn loai gid’y trong nhw van gb. D6 ndi thit tién loi thong thwong,
di€m nhan cd nhan duy nha't 1a chiéc tivi va mot sd” sach.

“Ong tha’y ddy, céc cin hd & ddy déu duoc trang bi sin co ban,” ong
McFarlane cho biét. “Ngwoi thué nha khong ¢an phai mang theo ba't cir thir

gi, trir khi ho mu6n thé". Ching t6i phuc vu ca cho nhirtng ngwoi dén va di.”



“Va céc d0 trang tri déu nhw nhau?”

“Khong hin the. Moi ngwoi c6 vé wa ki€u gd thd nay. Lam phong hinh
kha t6't. Khach dwoc quyét dinh treo tranh gi trén blrc twong hwdong vé
canh ctra chinh. Ching t6i ¢6 bd muoi birc,” 6ng McFarlane ty hao cho
biét. “Pay la birc Nhat Ban... rd't nghé thuat, 6ng cé nghi thé khdng?... va
day la birc khu vieon Anh, m6t birc tranh noi bat vé cac chi chim; mot vé
cac loai cdy, mét con ndm Harlequin, mot hiéu &ng treeu twong khac thi
vi... dudng nét va hinh khoi, véi mau sic twong phian mot cdch sinh dong,
hay dai loai th€&". Ta't ca déu la thi€t k& ctuia cac nghé si tai ba. B0 ndi tha't &
day déu gi6éng nhau. C6 hai mau d€ lwa chon, hodc td't nhién moi nguoi ¢6
the bo sung nhirng gi riéng ma ho muén. Nhwng thwong khong ai qua ban
tam dén chuyén nay.”

“Hau hét trong s6 ho, 6ng c6 th€ ndi, khong phai la nhitng ngwoi vun
vén cho gia dinh,” Poirot go1 y.

“Khong phai thé’, thwong 1a nhirng ngwoi & tam thoi, hodc 1a ngwoi ban
ron mudn cé tién nghi sin, kém hé thdng nwdc t6t nhung khong qué dic
biét chd tdm vao trang tri, du cling c6 mot hai nguoi trong s& ho mudn tw
lam moi viéc, ching tdi ciing khong wa nhu thg” 1dm. Chiing toi phai dwa
thém mot diéu khodn vio trong hop d6ng ring ho phai phuc h'di nguyén
trang néu roi di... hodc tra tién d€’ lam the”.”

Ho dwong nhw dang di qua xa khdi chd dé vé cdi chét cia ba
Charpentier. Poirot ti€n dén ctra so.

“Ba ta roi toe day phai khong?” 6ng thi tham t& nhj.

“Ping vAy. La tir ctra s& nay. Phia bén trdi. O’ d6 ¢6 ban cong.”

Poirot nhin xudng bén dudi.

“Bay fang l4u,” 6ng néi. “Mot quang dwong dai.”



“Véng, cai chét la tic thoti, toi rdt mung 1a nhw thé”. TA't nhién, d6 cling
c6 thé€’1la mot vu tai nan.”

Poirot 1ic d4u. “Ong khéng th€ nghiém tdc dwa ra gid thuyét nhw the,
ong McFarlane. Viéc nay nha't dinh 1a c6 cha y.”

“Vang, ai ciing thich nghi d&n kha ning dé dang hon. Ba &'y khong phai
1a mot phu ntr hanh phuc, t6i e 1a vay.”

“Cam on,” Poirot néi, “veé sy gitp do tuyét voi ctia 6ng. Toi sé ¢ the€
cung c&p moi thir r6 rang hon cho than nhan ba &y & Phap.”

Chi ti€t vé nhirng gi da xdy ra khong dwoc rd rang nhw 6ng mong mudn.
Cho d&n nay khong c6 gi hd tro cho gia thuyét ctia 6ng ring cai chét clia ba
Louise Charpentier déng vai trd quan trong. Ong lip di ldp lai cdi tén
Christian mot cach than trong va tram tw. Louise... Tai sao cdi tén Louise
lai nhw ¢6 ky ¢ 4m anh vé n6? Ong 1&c d4u, cam on 6ng McFarlane va roi
di.



CHUONG 17

Chanh Thanh tra Neele ng'di sau ban lam viéc, trinh trong va ki€u céach, 6ng
lich sy chao Poirot va ra hiéu moi 6ng ngdi xudng ghé’. Ngay khi ciu thanh
nién dan Poirot dén tred'c mit roi di, thdi do cua Chanh Thanh tra Neele
thay doi.

“Va gio’ 6ng dang theo vu gi day, 6ng gia bi mat kia?”” dng noi.

“Veé chuyén nay,” Poirot déap, “Ong da bi€t ro1.”

“O, diing th&, toi c6 tim dwoc mot it thong tin nhung tdi nghi ché?ing co
lot gi cho Ong trong céi hang &8y.”

“Tai sao lai goi no la cai hang?”

“Vi ong chinh xéac 1a mot con meo bit chudt tai tinh. Con méo ngoi trén
cdi hang doi cho bon chudt chay ra ngodi. A, néu éng hdi t6i, thi khdng cé
ba't ky con chudt nao trong cdi hang nay dau. Tuy nhién, td6i khong néi la
ong khong thé khai quit 1én dworc mot vai giao dich ddng ngo. Ong biét
chuyén cdc nha tai chinh ma. Toi ddm chéc 12 c¢6 rat nhiéu doanh nghiép
voi cac tht doan quy quyét gian trd va cac ngén nghé lwra bip, va nhi€u ntra,
veé khodng san va dat dai don dién, va dau va nhitng thir nhw thé. Nhwng
cong ty Joshua Restarick c6 thanh danh kha t6t. Doanh nghiép gia dinh,

hodc ting la thé€... nhwng gio 6ng khong th€ goi né vdy dwoe. Simon



Restarick khong ¢6 con, va ngwoi em trai Andrew Restarick chi ¢6 duy
nhid't mo6t cd con gdi. Bén phia me thi ¢c6 mo6t ngwoi ¢6 gia. Con gai cia
Andrew Restarick s6ng cuing ba &'y sau khi cd thdi hoc va me rudt qua doi.
Cidch day sdu thdng thi ba &%y cling qua doi vi dot quy. Khd 6n hoa va binh
thwong, t0i cho 1a vdy... ¢c6 tham gia mot vai hdi ton gido kha dic biét,
nhung v hai. Simon Restarick hoan toan 12 mot doanh nhan sic sdo, va ¢
mdt ngudi vor dé gan. Ho k&t hon khd muodn.”

“Con Andrew?”

“Andrew c6 vé nhu rat thich du lich. Khong c6 diéu ti€ng gi. Chwa bao
gior & dau qud 1au, lang thang qua khip Nam Phi, Nam My, Kenya va nhiéu
noi khiac. Anh 6ng &y da nhiéu hon mét Tan ép 6ng ta quay vé, nhung
khong thanh cong. Ong ta khong thich London ciing nhw c6ng viéc kinh
doanh, nhwng c6 vé nhw 6ng &y c6 duyén ki€m tién cua dong ho Restarick.
Ong &Yy di tim cdc md khodng san, hay twong ty thé. Ong ta khong phai 12
tho’ san voi hay nha khao ¢o hay chuyén gia thwc vat. Tat ca cac giao dich
ctiia 6ng a'y la giao dich kinh doanh va ching déu rat thanh cong.”

“Thé& theo cach Ay thi dng ta cling binh thwong phai khong?”

“Vang, noi khai quat 1a the€". To6i khong bi€t di€u gi khi€n Ong 2y quay
lai London sau khi ngwoi anh mét di. C6 th€ 1a do nguoi vor madi... dng ay
tai hon. Nguwoi phu ntt xinh dep va tré hon 6ng ta rd't nhiéu. Hién tai ho
dang so'ng voi Ngai Roderick Horsefield, em gai nguoi nay két hon voi voi
chii ctia Andrew Restarick. Nhung t6i cho rang d6 1a tam thoi. Céc tin tirc
nay ¢c6 moi voi dng khdng? Hay 1a 6ng da biét hét roi?”

“T6i da dwgrc nghe phéan 1on,” Poirot ndi. “Hai bén gia dinh ho c6 ai bi
dién hay mat tri gi khong?”

“T6i khdng cho 1a thé’, ngoai trir ba ¢6 gia va thir tin ngeong dong bong



cta ba ay. Va viéc nay cling khéng c6 gi la ba't thwong véi nguoi phu nie
song mot minh.”

“Thé& ta't ca nhirng gi 6ng cé the cho toi biét that ra l1a cé li€n quan dén
ra’t nhiéu tién,” Poirot noi.

“Rat nhi€u tién,” Chanh Thanh tra Neele ldp lai. “Va ta't ca bon ho déu
dang kinh. Quan trong nhdt l1a nhitng thir Andrew Restarick da dem vao
cong ty. DAt dai d6n dién Nam Phi, md, khoang san. T6i mudn néi rang
vao thoi di€m tid't cd nhitng th nay phat tri€n 1én, hay dwoe dua ra thi
trirong, thi that sy s€ cé mot s6 tién ra't Ion.”

“Va ai s€ 1a nguwoi thira hwdng né?” Poirot hoi.

“Piéu nay phu thudc vao 6ng Andrew Restarick mudn thé nao. Tat cd 1a
quy€t dinh cua 6ng &y, nhung t6i cho la r6 rang la khong cé ai khac ngoai
VO’ va con gai ong ta.”

“Vay ca hai ngwoi cling c6 kha nang thira hwdng mot s6 tién ra't Ion
mot ngay nao dé a?”

“T6i cho 12 th&". Chéc 1 trong gia dinh c6 su tin twdng 1an nhau. TAt ca
cac muu lwoe thong thwong trong thanh phd’ nay.”

“Ong ta c6 nhic d&n mot ngwdi phu nit nao khdc ma dng yéu thich hay
quan tam khong?”

“Theo toi biét thi khong, it kha ning 1m. Vo 6ng &y von rat dep.”

“Mot chang thanh nién,” Poirot trdm ngam, “cé th€ dé dang biét tat ca
nhtrng diéu nay khong?”

“Y ong la d€ cudi co con gdi 4? Khong gi ¢6 the can ngin ciu ta dworc,
ngay ca khi cd &y bi toa cho giam gitr cach ly hay gi da’y. Ta't nhi€n b6 co

cé the twdc quyeén thwra k& ctia ¢d né€u 6ng mudn.”



Poirot nhin xudng danh siach dwoe vi€t chin chu trong tay ong.

“Thé& con Phong tri€n 1am Wedderburn thi sao?”

“T6i twr hdi 1am sao ma 6ng lai nhic d&n né. C6 khdch hang nio dén
tham khéo y ki€n ctia 6ng vé mot vu gid mao a?”

“Ho kinh doanh hang gia a?”

“Ho khong bu6n ban tranh anh gia.” Chanh Thanh tra Neele khong hai
1ong. “Cé6 nhitng doanh nhan khé chiu 1dm. Mot triéu phi tir Texas d&n mua
tranh, va trd mot khoan tién 1on khong th€ tin duwgc. Ho ban cho ong Ay
mot birc ctia Renoir va mot cia Van Gogh. Birc tranh ctia Renoir vé cai dau
nhd ctia mot ¢d gdi va cé rat nhidu thic mic vé né. Duong nhw khong c6 1y
do gi d¢€ tin rang Phong triéh 1dm Wedderburn ngay tir dau da khong mua
tranh that. Vu nay ciing lum xum. R&t nhiéu chuyén gia nghé thuit da dén
va dwa ra nhan dinh vé bic tranh. Nhu thwong 1€, cudi cing ta't cd ho déu
mau thuin v&i nhau. Phong trién 1am da dwa ra dé nghi 1a sé nhan lai birc
tranh trong moi treong hop. Tuy nhién, vi triéu phd kia khong thay do6i
quyét dinh, do c6 chuyén gia dang ndi gan diy da thé rang bitc tranh hoan
toan 1a that. Thé nén 6ng ta da gitr nd lai. Tuy nhién k€ te d6 trong phong
treng bay van con bi viedng chiit nghi ngo'.”

Poirot nhin lai danh sach ctia minh.

“Thé& con David Baker thi sao? Ong da diéu tra ciu &y giim t6i chwa?”

“0, 12 mét trong ddm pha phach binh thwong théi. Tang 16p ha lwu... di
theo bang nhom va quiy pha giy r6i & cac cau lac b6 dém. Mé chat gay
nghién. Cac c6 gai dién cudng vi ching. C4u ta l1a loai ma ho ¢t rén ri cho
rﬁng cudc sdng ciu ay khé khan va ciu ta 1a mot thién tai tuyét voi. Cac
birc v€ cua cdu &y khong dwore danh gia cao. Khong c¢6 gi ngoai trir gidi

lam tinh, n€u 6ng hai t6i.”



Poirot lai tham khao danh sach I'an ntra.

“Ong c6 biét gi vé dng Reece-Holland, thanh vién Quéc hoi khong?”

“Hoat dong chinh tri ciia 6ng &y kha t6t. Tai dn ndi kha dwgc. C6 mét
hay hai giao dich gi d@y kha ky la trong thanh phd’, nhung ma 6ng ay da
kh4 khéo 1éo ludn l4ch ra dworc. Toi cho rang dng ta khd 14u cd, va khong
dang tin. Ong &y ki€m dwoc khd nhiéu tién ldc ndy lic khdc bang nhiéu
cach rat kha nghi.”

Poirot d€ cap dén van dé cudi cung.

“Con Ngai Roderick Horsefield thi sao?”

“Ong gia t6t bung nhung 14m cam ro6i. Ong la thit da’y Poirot, 6ng ci
phai nhing mi vao tdt ca moi chuyén, ding khong? Pung th€’, da xay ra
ra't nhiéu ric 1671 & Phan Khu Pic Biét. P6 1a con sdt vé cac cudn hoi ky.
Khong ai biét dwoe ti€p theo 1a nhirng ti€t 10 thi€u khon ngoan gi. Ta't ca
cac cyu chién binh, cdc cuc s&, dang ra sirc chay dua d€ xud't ban nhirtng ho
hénh ctia ngwoi khac ma ho nhé! Thwong thi viéc nay khong thanh van dé
cho 14m, nhung thinh thoang... thi dng biét ddy, Noi céc thay d6i chinh
sach, khong mudn si nhuc va lam ma't th€ dién ba't ky ai cling nhw cong bd’
thong tin sai Tam, th& nén ching ta phai c& gdng bit mom cic ldo gia lai.
MOt vai trong s6” ho thi khong phéi dé dn. Nhwng 6ng s& phai dén Phan khu
Dic Biét néu dng mudn dinh miii vao viéc nay. Toi khong nghi 1a tdi 10i gi
to tat. Ric rdi & chd ho khong hily mot s& gid’y tor. Ho gitr chiing lai. Tuy
nhién, t6i khong cho 13 ¢6 nhiéu... trong viéc nay, nhung ching t6i c6 bang
chirng cho thdy mdt thé lyc nao d6 dang suc sao quanh day.”

Poirot thé dai.

“T6i da khong gitp dwoe gi a?7” Ngai Chanh Thanh tra héi.

“T61 ra’t vui vi da thu thip dwgre nhiéu sy that. Nhwng khong, t61 khong



nghi ring nhirng gi dng vira ndi cho t6i lai gitp ich dwge gi.” Ong thé dai
va néi tiép: “Y kién clia dng th& nao néu c6 ai d6 vo tinh néi véi dng 13 cd
mot ngweoi phu nit. .. tré va hap dan... doi téc gia?”

“Khong gi ca,” Chanh Thanh Tra Neele néi, va hoii khé chiu néi thém:
“Vo tdi d0i téc gia khi ching toi di du lich. N6 tranh dwoe ra't nhiéu ric roi
va phién todi.”

“T6i xin 16i,” Hercule Poirot noi.

Khi hai ngwoi chao tam biét, Chdanh Thanh tra héi: “Téi cho 1a 6ng c6 tin
tiec V€ vu tw tir trong cdn hd ma 6ng néi dén kia chr? To6i da cho gui dén
ong.”

“Vang, cdm on 6ng. Thong tin chinh thirc, it ra 1a thé€". Ghi chép rat it.”

“Cé diéu gi d6 ong vira nhic d&n ban ndy da khién to6i nhd lai gi daYy.
D6 1a cau chuyén dau budn thwong gidp. Ngwoi dan ba phl phi€m, thich
dan dng, c6 du tién d€ sdng, khong phai lo 1ing gi nhiéu. Va rdi ba ta bi cdi
ma t6i goi 12 18i sttc khde, 6ng biét da’y, ho chic chin 13 ho bj ung thw hay
céi gi trong ty the”. Ho tw vAn bdc si va dwoc bdo 1a moi diéu van n, va ho
vé nha va khong tin diéu d6. N&u 6ng hoi toi thi thwong 1a bdi vi ho thay
ho khong con hiap din v&i dan 6ng nhw xwa nita. DS chinh 12 diéu khién ho
dau budn va suy nhwoce. Ping la viéc nay xay ra kha thwong xuyén. T6i
cho ring ho 1a nhitng ngudi c6 don, khon khd va tdi nghiép. Ba
Charpentier 12 mot trong s& d6. Toi khong nghi ring...” 6ng ding lai. “A,
ding r'oi, tat nhién, tdi nhé ra roi. Ong dang hdi vé mot trong s& céc thanh
vién Qudc hoi, 6ng Reece-Holland. Ong ta ciing phong lwu nhung rat kin
dao. Du sao thi Louise Charpentier tirng 1a tinh nhan mét thoi ciia 6ng 2.
Cé thé thoi.”

“Po6 ¢6 phai 1a mot mdi quan hé nghi€m tic khong?”



“O, toi khong cho 1a the". Ho ciing di dén cdc ciu lac bd kha nghi va. ..
ong biét ma, chiing t6i c6 d&€ mat d&n nhirng viéc nay thi cling d& dit thoi.
Nhung bdo chi khdng bao gior nhdc d&n bat cir diéu gi vé ho. Khong mot
diéu gi cd.”

“T6i hi€u roi.”

“Nhung né chi kéo dai trong mo6t khodng thoi gian nha't dinh. Ngwoi ta
nhin tha’y ho di cung nhau, lic nay ldc khac, trong vong sdu thang, nhwng
t6i khong cho ring ba Ay 12 ngwdi duy nha't va ong ta ciing thé. Nén viéc
nay cling khdng c6 nghia ly gi cd, phai khong?”

“Phai,” Poirot noi.

“Nhung du sao thi,” 6ng ty nhd trong lic bud’c xuéng ciu thang, “du
sao thi, ddy cling 12 mdt mét xich. N6 giai thich dwoc sy bdi 167 cla ong
McFarlane. Bay 1a mot cau ndi, du nhd, gita Emlyn Reece-Holland, 6ng
qud’c hoi vién, va Louise Charpentier.” C6 th€ n6é khdong cé bat ky y nghia
gi. Tai sao lai phai ¢6 nghia gi ch®? Tuy nhién... “minh bi€t qua nhiéu
r'oi,” Poirot gidn d* néi v&i chinh minh. “Minh bi€t qua nhiéu. Minh biét
chiit it vé moi viéc va moi ngwoi nhwng khong thé€ nao suy ra dwgc khudn
mau lién hé. Mot nira nhitng sy kién nay khong ich gi. Minh mudn tim ra
quy luét. Minh dam ddi ta't ca d€ c6 nd,” 6ng nodi 1on.

“Da c6 viéc gi, thwa 6ng?” ciu bé trong coi thang may giat minh quay lai
nhin Ong.

“A, khong c6 gi,” Poirot noi.



CHUONG 18

Poirot ngung lai & ngwong ctra Phong trién 1am Wedderburn d€ xem xét ky
mot birc &nh mo ta ba con bo trong kha hung hang v&i than hinh thanh
manh va rat dai, bi che b&i ¢61 xay gié khong 16 va trong phirc tap. Hai d6'i
twong nay dwong nhw khong hé lién quan dén nhau hay lién quan dén gam
mau tim gay to mo.

“That la thd vi phai khong?” giong néi nhe nhang mé&m mai vang 1€n.

Nguwoi dan 6ng trung nién, thoat nhin nhw dang mim cwoi khoe ham
ring tring dep, dang ding k& bén khuyu tay ctia dng.

“Sv troi moi.”

Ong c6 ddi tay tréng tron trinh, lic chuyén dong tréng nhw muia ba I8.

“Cudc trien 1am rat khéo. Péng cwra tudn tredec. Chuwong trinh cla
Claude Raphael bit dau tir hom kia. S& rat thanh cong. Qua thyc 14 the’.”

“A,” Poirot néi va dwgre din qua tAm man nhung x4m di vao mot cin
phong dai.

Poirot dwa ra vai nhin xét than trong n€u khong néi la day ho nghi.
Nguwoi dan 6ng phing phinh day din kia nim tay dng nhw dang hudng din
tap. Pay la ngwoi, ro rang 1a 6ng cam thay thé, khé ma bié€t ngai r'oi t€ nhi

roi di. Ong ta 12 nguwdi ra't ¢6 kinh nghiém trong nghé thuét ban hang. C6



th& cdm nhan ngay 14p tirc ring ban hoan toan dworc chio dén trong phong
tri€n 1am cha Ong ta ca ngay né€u ban thich ma khong can phai mua gi ca.
Chi can nhin vio nhitng bitc tranh twoi vui kia... du ring khi méi vao
phong tri€n 1am, thi ban chfmg h€ tha’y ching twoi vui. Nhueng cho dén lic
ra V&, ban di kip tin rang “twoi vui” 1a tir chinh xdc d€ md ta chiing. R'6i
sau vai chi din nghé thuit, va va 1o nhan xét nghiép dw ki€u “T6i kha thich
birc kia,” 6ng Boscombe chuyén sang nhirng cum tr mang tinh khich 1&
hon: “That 1a thud vi khi dng néi thé”. N6 cho thd’y, né€u tdi ¢6 thé ndi the’, sw
sang sudt tuyét voi. TA't nhién 6ng bi€t ddy khong phai 1a phan &ng binh
thweong. Hau hét moi nguoi thich... a, khong biét t6i ¢6 nén néi kha rd rang
nhw thé”... dng chi tay vé phia hiéu rng soc mau xanh dwong va xanh 1a
cdy duoc sip x&p & mot géc khung hinh... “nhwng diy, ding vy, 6ng da
phét hién ra dwoc chd't lwgng clia biec tranh. Toi cho ring... td't nhién d6
chi 13 y ki€n c4 nhan cla tdi thdi... rang d6 12 mot trong nhitng kiét tdc cta
Raphael.”

Poirot va 6ng ta cing nghiéng dau nhin birc hinh vién kim cwong khong
d61 xtng mau cam vé&i hai con mét treo lang ling phia dudi bing cdc soi
chi chang chit nhu mang nhén. Khong khi gitra hai bén tré nén dé chiju va
thoi gian thi o 1a v6 han.

Poirot nhan xét: “Theo t61 bi€t thi c6 Frances Cary lam viéc cho 6ng
phai khong?”

“A, vang. Frances. C6 géi thong minh. R4t nghé si va ciling ra' tai ning.
Vira tré vé tir B Pao Nha, co 4y t& chitc va sip x&p mot chwong trinh
nghé thuat cho ching tdi & d6. Ra't thanh cong. Ban than cd &Yy ciing 1a mot
nghé si kha gidi, nhung toi cho 1a khong that sy sdng tao 14m, néu 6ng hiéu

y t6i mudn ndi. Co ta gidi lam kinh doanh hon. T6i nghi 1a ¢6 ta cling nhén



ra di€u do.”

“C0 ta cling 1a ngwoi bao trgr nghé thuat nhiét tinh phai khong?”

“0, ding the. C6 4y ra't quan tim dén Les Jeunes. Khuyén khich tai
nang, ting thuyét phuc toi tai tro t6' chirc cho chwong trinh ctia mot nhém
nho cic nghé si tré h'di mua xudn ndm ngodi. Chwong trinh da’y khé thanh
cong... bdo chi chi y dé€n né... trong quy md va pham vi nhd thdi, 6ng bict
da’y. bung, c6 &y ¢6 bao tro’ cho vai nguwoi.”

“T6i thi hoi c& hu, dng bi€t da’y. Vai cau thanh nién tré... that tinh!”
Poirot dua tay 1€n.

“A,” 6ng Boscombe néi vé& rdng lwong, “6ng khong nén danh gid vé bé
ngoai. P chi la thoi trang thoi ma, 6ng bi€t dd’y. Rau va jeans hay gd'm the
cam va téc tai cc thir. Chi la trao Ivu thoang qua théi.”

“David gi day,” Poirot néi. “Tdi quén ma't ho cau ta roi. Co Cary cé vé
danh gia cao cdu ay.”

“Ong c6 chic y ong khong phai 1a Peter Cardiff chi¥? Cau ta hién 1a
ngudi dwgre co ta bao tror. N6i that 13 téi khong chéc 1dm vé ciu &y nhw ¢d
ta. C4u ta khong thwc sy qua di triedre trao lwu... a, noi loan tich cwe. Kha
1a... khd... d6i khi rat Burne-Jones! Tuy nhién, khé néi trwde 1dm. Poi khi
¢O ta 1am mau cho ciu 4Yy.”

“David Baker... T6i cit phai ging nhé cdi tén &y,” Poirot néi.

“Cau ta khong t€,” ong Boscombe nd6i khong chut nhiét tinh. “Khong
sang tao doc ddo 1dm, theo y kién cda t6i. Cau ta thudc nhém cdc nghé si
ma to1 dé cap luc nay, nhung ciu 2y khong tao dwore ba't ky an twong déc

biét nao. V& t6t, c6 chi ki€n, nhwng khong noi bat. Phdi sinh!”



Poirot v& nha. C6 Lemon trinh vai 14 thw cho 6ng ky, va roi di sau khi
ching dwoc ky ddy du. George mang dén cho 6ng moét phén trieng 6p 1€t
voi vai thir rau cu, v&i vé cam thong de dit. Sau bira trwva, khi Poirot nga
minh trong gh& banh v&i tach ca phé ngay canh, chudng dién thoai reo 1én.

“La ba Oliver, thwa 0ng,” George ndi, nha’c dién thoai va dat né & canh
khuyu tay cua ong.

Poirot nhi’c &ng nghe mién cwdng, 6ng khong mudn néi chuyén véi ba
Oliver, dng c6 cam gidc ring ba ta s& hdi thic 6ng 1am viéc gi d6 ma ong
khong mudn.

“Ong Poirot?”

“La to1 day.”

“Vang, 6ng dang 1am gi da’y? Ong di 1am dwoc gi r6i?”

“To61 dang ng 01 trén gh€” thoi,” Poirot nodi. “Suy nghi,” 6ng ndi thém.

“Thé& thoi 477 ba Oliver hoi.

“D&y la viéc quan trong,” Poirot n6i. “Co thanh cong hay khong thi toi
khong biet.”

“Nhung ma 6ng phai ki&m ra dwoc ¢d géi d6. Co ta c6 1& da bj bit coc.”

“Hén 12 ¢6 vé th& that,” Poirot néi. “Va & day t6i c6 mot 14 thw dwore g
buwu dién d&n trwa hom nay tir bo™ co, thdc giuc téi d€n gap Ong ta va cho
ong &y bi€t ¢ ti€n trien gi roi.”

“Th¢’, 6ng da ti€n hanh dworc gi r61?”

“Hién tai,” Poirot mién cwdng néi, “khodng gi ca.”

“Ong Poirot 4, dng thit sw phai ki€ém sodt dwore ban than.”



“Ba cting the!”

“Y 6ng tdi ciing thé nghia 14 sao?”

“Thuc giuc t61.”

“Tai sao ong khong dé€n Chelsea, noti to1 bi danh vao dau?”

“Va d€'toi cling bi danh vao dau a?”

“T6i khong hiu dwoc dng,” ba Oliver néi. “Tdi cho dng d4u m&i bing
cdch ki&m ra c6 gdi trong qudn ca phé. Ong ciing néi the"”

“Toi biet, toi bi€t.”

“Thé& con ngudi phu nit nhay khoi cira s& thi sao? Ong khong c¢6 tin tikc
gl vé viéc ddy a?”

“T61 da co diéu tra, dung the".”

“Thé thi sao?”

“Khong ¢6 gi hét. Biét bao ngwoi nhw thé”. Khi con tré thi trong rat hap
dan, yéu dwong va cudng nhiét, va ¢6 nhiéu mo6i quan hé hon, roi kém
quyén rii dan, tré nén kho s& va thdy ba't hanh va udng qua nhiéu, roi nghi
la minh bj ung thw hay can bénh chi tir nao da’y. Cudi cuing trong tuyét vong
va cd don, ho ném minh ra khoi cira s0!”

“Ong néi 1a cdi chét chia ba ta quan trong... ring né c6 ¥y nghia gi da’y.”

“Chic han 1a the"”

“That the¢’chang!” Khong bi€t binh ludn gi thém, ba Oliver clip mdy.

Poirot twa ngwoi ra sau ghé hét mirc c6 thé, vay tay goi George dén don
binh ca phé va dién thoai, va roi ti€p tuc suy ngdm vé nhirng gi dng biét va
khong biét. P& lam r6 suy nghi ciia minh, 6ng ndi thanh ti€ng, 6ng nhé lai
ba cau hai triét hoc.

“Toi biet gi? T6i c6 thé hy vong gi? Toi phai lam gi?”



Ong khong chic ring ong nhé chiing theo diing th ty hay ching c6 that
st 1a nhtrng cau hdi ding khong, nhuwng 6ng suy nghi vé ching.

“C6 1€ minh qua gia r'oi,” Hercule Poirot néi, dwéi ddy sidu clng tuyét
vong. “Minh thi biét gi?”

Ong suy ngdm va cho ring minh di biét qud nhiéu! Ong tam thoi gat
cau héi dau sang bén.

“Minh c6 th&€ hy vong gi?” Vang, ai ciing ludn c¢é th& hy vong. Ong
mong 12 bd nao tuyét vori ciia minh, von gidi hon nhiéu so voi bat ky ai
khac, s€ sdm hay mudn s€ c¢6 cau tra loi cho van dé ma 6ng byc minh vi
chwa thyc sw thau td.

“Minh phai 1am gi?” A, viéc ndy rat rd rang. Nhitng gi 6ng phai lam 1a
di goi Ong Andrew Restarick, ngwdi 16 rang dang quan tri vi mi't con gi,
va chic chin s& d& 18i cho Poirot vi d&n ltic nay van chwa dwa con gdi vé.
Poirot ¢6 thé hi€u dwore diéu nay, va thdong cdm voi quan di€m cua dng Ay,
nhwng ghét d€ nguwoi ta thd’y ban than dang trong thé” khé. Piéu duy nhat
ong c6 the lam 1a goi d€n mot s6 dién thoai khac va hdi xem da c¢o ti€n
trién gi khong.

Nhwng trede khi lam viéc dd’y, 6ng s€ quay lai véi cau hdi ma ong da
gat sang bén.

“Minh biét gi?”

Ong biét 12 Phong trién 1am Wedderburn tirng c6 vét, cho dé&n nay thi
moi viéc & d4y van theo ding phép luat, nhung chd 4y sé khong ngén ngai
d4nh Itra nhitng gi triéu phd dot nat bing cich ban cdc biec tranh khong
dang tin cly.

Ong nhé lai 6ng Boscombe vé&i ddi tay tréng tron trinh va cdi mom day

ring, va quyét dinh 12 minh khéng thich 6ng &Yy. Ong ta 1a loai ngwdi g4n



nhw chic chén c6 dinh ddng d&n céc viéc bah thiu, mic du biét tw che chin
kha tot. D6 1a sy kién c6 thé€ dung dwoc vi né ¢b the lién quan dén David
Baker. Va r'di ¢6 ca chinh David Baker, cdu Chang Cong. Ong biét gi vé
cau ta? Ong da gdp, da n6i chuyén va da cé vai nhin dinh veé ciu ta. Cau 2y
chic hin s& vi tién ma 1am bat ky viéc lwon leo gi, s& cwdi mot ngwdi thira
k& vi ti€n ctia cd &y va khong phai vi tinh yéu, ciu ta ciing ¢6 th€ bi mua
chudc. Piing th&, cau &y c6 the bi mua chudc. Andrew Restarick tin chic
chin nhw vay va c6 1& 1a 6ng diing. Trir khi. ..

Ong xem xét vé Andrew Restarick, suy nghi nhiéu vé birc tranh treo trén
twong phia trén éng &y hon 12 ban than 6ng ta. Ong nhé d&n nhitng nét néi
bat, cdi cadm nhd ra, vé cwong quyét va dit khodt. R6i 6ng nghi vé ba
Andrew Restarick qua ¢6. Nhitng n€p nhan trong dau kho noi khoe
miéng... C6 1€ 6ng sé xudng Crosshedges mdt Tan nira va nhin lai birc chan
dung kia, d€ dwgrc nhin r6 rang hon vi ¢ thé ¢6 dau m6i vé Norma trong
dday. Norma... khong, 6ng chwa th€ nghi d&n Norma dwoc. Con gi nira
khong?

Con c¢6 ba Mary Restarick, ngwoi ma ¢d Sonia cho 1a ¢6 nhan tinh vi ba
1én London kha thwong xuyén, 6ng cAn nhic tinh ti€t nay nhung khong
nghi 12 Sonia néi ding. Ong cho 13 ba Restarick nhiéu kha ning di London
de xem dat dai dia &'c trong kha ning mua, cac can hd cao ca’p, nha & khu
Mayfair, d6 trang tri, td't cad nhirng thr ma tién c6 the mua dworc.

Tién... Dwong nhw td't ca cac di€m trong tdm lwdt qua dau Ong cudi
cung déu din dén diéu nay. Tién. TAm quan trong cua tién bac. Truong
hop ndy c6 dinh ddng d&n rat nhiéu tién. Bing cich nao dd’y khong rd, tién
la ra't quan trong. N6 ¢6 vi tri riéng. Cho dén ldc nay khong c6 diéu gi cling

cd cho long tin cta dng rang cdi chét bi thdm cta ba Charpentier 13 do



Norma géy ra. Khong c¢6 dd'u hiéu cta bat ky chirng ctt nao, ciing khong ¢6
dong co; nhung voi 6ng gitra chiing nhw th€ ¢6 mdi lién k&t khong th€ phu
nhin dwoc. Co gdi da ndi la cd ta “céd theé da pham t6i gi€t ngwoi”. Cai chét
nay xay ra mot hodc hai ngay tredc d6. Va xdy ra trong tda nha noi c6
sdng. L€ nao hoan toan chi do truing hop va céi chét &y khong lién quan?
Mot sy viéc qua don gian dé€n mirc kinh dién. Treong hop ddau doc trong
dé théi pham chic chin 13 mdt nguwdi trong gia dinh. C6 phii Mary
Restarick t¢ dau doc chinh minh khong, hay 1a chong ba ta, hay cd6 Sonia?
Hodc Norma chinh 1a k& c¢6 t6i? Hercule Poirot phai thd nhan 1a moi th
déu chi ra ring Norma 13 d&i twong d4ng nghi nhat.

“Tuy nhién,” Poirot ndi, “vi minh khong th€ ki€m ra dwgc bat cir diéu
g1, th€ nén moi logic déu chéng nghia ly gi.”

Ong thé dai, ding ddy va bio George goi cho minh mét chiéc taxi. Ong

phai di gap Andrew Restarick.



CHUONG 19

Claudia Reece-Holland hom nay khdng c6 trong van phong. Thay vao do,
mot phu nit trung nién ti&p dén Poirot. Ba Ay néi rang 6ng Restarick dang
doi va din Ong vao phong clia Restarick.

“Thé& nao?” Restarick khong th€ cho cho dén khi 6ng bwdc qua canh
ctra. “Thé& nao, con gdi t6i ra sao?”

Poirot dang hai tay ra. “Nhw vay... khong c6 gi ca.”

“Nhung o kia, chic chén phdi c6 gi ddy... mot s& dau mdi gi da’y. Mot
cO gai khong the' bi€n ma't vao khong khi dwore.”

“C0 Ay truedc diy da lam thé va bay gio s€ 1am diéu d6 mot Tan nira.”

“Ong c6 hiéu ring toi s& khong trad bat ki chi phi nao, hoan toan khong
c6 gi chir? T6i... tdi khong the ti€p tuc nhw thé nay dworc.”

Ong ta ldc nay dwdng nhu hét ste cing thang va lo 1ing. Ong nhin 6m
hon va d6i quang mét dé da cho biét nhitng d&ém ma't ngd.

“T6i biét 1a 6ng lo 1&ng nhw thé ndo, nhung téi ddm bao v&i 6ng rang toi
da lam moi thr c6 th€ d€ Tan ra da'u vét c6 &y. Nhirng viéc nay, than 6i,
khong the voi va dwoe.”

“Con bé c6 th& da bi mat tri nhé hay... hay né c6 thé... Y toi 13, né c6
the’ bi bénh. Khong khode.”



Poirot nghi rang dng biét ciu néi dit quing kia c6 nghia gi. Restarick da
dinh néi “co 1€ con bé c6 the da chét.”

Ong ngdi xudng & phia bén kia ban 1am viéc va néi: “Hay tin toi di, toi
ra't hi€u sy lo 1&ng cta Ong va toi phai nhic lai véi dng mot Tan nita ring
két qua s€ nhanh hon rd't nhiéu né€u 6ng dén trinh bay v&i canh sat.”

“Khong!” Loi ndi bat ra manh mé dir doi.

“Ho c6 dréu kién thuan lgii hon, ¢6 nhi€u chuyén moén diéu tra hon. To1
dam bdo v&i 6ng rang diy khong phai chi 1a van dé tién bac. Tién khong
the€ cung cap cho dng két qua twong ty nhw nhirng gi ma mot td chirc ¢
hiéu qua cao ¢6 the’lam dwoce.”

“Troi o, 6ng dd danh khuyén giai toi chfmg an thua gi dau. Norma la
con gai tdi. Co con géi duy nha't cha t6i, la ngwoi duy nhat mang dong mau
va xac thit cta t61.”

“Ong ¢6 chic ring 6ng dd k& moi thit v&i toi... ta't ca nhing gi ¢6 thé...
V€ con gdi cta dng chk?”

“Con diéu gi toi ¢ thé ndi v&i 6ng day?”

“Ping ra toi phai la ngwoi néi cau ddy. Vi du nhw, da c6 ba't ky sy c&
nao xay ra trong qua khir khong?”

“Ching han nhw 122 Y 6ng 1a gi?”

“Tién st rd rang ndo vé tm than ba't 8n ching han.”

“Ong nghi 1a... 1a...”

“Lam th& nao ma tdi biét dworc? Lam sao toi ¢6 the bi€t dwoe cor chw?”

“Va lam th& ndo ma tdi biét dwoc day?” Restarick dot nhién cay ding
ndi. “Toi bi€t gi vEé con bé chir? Trong ta't ca nhirng nam qua. Grace thi gay

git va chua cay. Ba &y khong dé dang quén hay tha thit. DPoi khi tdi cdm



thay... toi cAm thdy ring viéc d& cho cd ta nudi day Norma 12 mot diéu sai
fam.”

Ong ditng ddy, di qua di lai trong phong va roi ngdi xudng.

“Tat nhién t6i khong nén d€ bd roi vor minh. Toi bi€t dicu d6. Toi d€
cho c¢d &y nudi con. Nhung vao thoi diém d6, toi cho rang téi di tw bao
chtra cho ban than minh. Grace hét long vi Norma. Nguwoi gidm ho ra't t6t
cho con bé. Nhung c6 diung thé” khong? C6 ta ¢ thyc sy nhw theé” khong?
M6t vai 14 the ma Grace Vi€t cho t6i tran ngdp tirc gidn va cam thi. Vang,
t6i cho rang viéc day 12 hoan toan ty nhién. Nhung t6i da di xa trong sudt
nhirng nam ay. T6i da nén quay trd lai, tré lai thwong xuyén hon va nhén
ra con bé 1&n 1én nhw thé nao. Toi nghi minh that xdu xa. A, ma ty bao
chtra vao ldic nay cting khéng cé ich gi.”

Ong thinh linh quay d4u lai.

“Vang. T6i di nghi khi toi gdp lai con bé ring Norma hoan toan dién
loan va vd ky luat. Tai hy vong né va Mary s&... sau mot thoi gian ngan sé
hoa thuan v&i nhau nhung t6i phai thira nhan ring t6i khong cam thay con
bé hoan toan binh thuwong. Téi cam thdy s€ td't hon néu con bé ¢c6 mdt cdng
viéc & London va trd vé nha nghi vao cudi tuan, d€ khong phai bit budc néd
lic nao ciing bau ban v&i Mary. Oi, tdi cho ring toi da khién moi viée rdi
tung 1én. Nhung ma gio con bé dau r'oi, 6ng Poirot? N6 & dau? Ong c6 nghi
ring n6 c6 th€ da bi ma't trf nhé? Moi ngwdi van néi nhirng viéc nhw the’”

“Puing th&’,” Poirot ndi, “dé 1a mot kha nang. Trong trang thai ctia c6 bé,
cd &y c6 thé€ di lang thang ma hoan toan khong bi€t minh la ai. Hoac c6 thé€
cd da gap tai nan. Piéu nay kho xay ra hon. T6i ¢ th€ cam doan v&i 6ng 1a
t0i da cho diéu tra ta't ca cac bénh vién va nhirng noi khac.”

“Ong khong nghi 1a con bé... 6ng khdng nghi con bé di chét roi chix?”



“Nguoi chét dé tim ra hon ngudi song, téi doan chic vdi 6ng the’. Xin
hay binh tinh lai, 6ng Restarick a. Hay nh& 1a c¢6 &y ¢6 th€ ¢6 ban be ma
ong khong biét gi vé ho. Ban bé & bat ky noi dau trong nwd'c Anh, nhirng
ngwoi ban ma ¢6 quen khi con s6ng voi me, hoac véi di, hodc ban be
nhirng ngwoi ban cda ban hoc ctia ¢6. TA't ca nhirtng diéu nay déu can thoi
gian d€ suy xét. Cling c6 khi... 6ng phai chuan bi tinh théan... 1a c6 ta dang
& cung ban trai nao daYy.”

“David Baker a? N&u t6i nghi th¢”...”

“Co Ay dang khong & voi David Baker.” Poirot n6i khé khan: “T6i xin
xac nhan viéc nay dau tién.”

“Lam th& nao d€ t6i biét ban be con bé ¢ nhitng ai?” Ong thé dai. “Néu
to1 tim th&’y nd, khi tdi tim ra con bé... t61 mudn nghi the'... to1 s€ kéo no ra
khoi tat cd.”

“Ra khai ta't cd nhung gi?”

“Khoi da't nwde nay. To6i ra't dau kho, 6ng Poirot a, k€ twr khi tré vé day
toi da rat kho s¢&. Toi ludn ludn ghét cudc song thanh thi. Vong luan quan
nham chdn cta cong viéc van phong hang ngay, phai lién tuc tham van voi
céc lult sw va cac nha tai chinh. Cudc s6ng ma tdi y€u thich ludn ludn la xé
dich tw noi nay dén noi khac, di d€n nhirng noi hoang da va héo lanh. 6
la cudc sdng danh cho t6i. T6i khdng bao gio nén tir bd né. T6i dang ra nén
cho nguoi din Norma dén chd t6i. Nhw toi néi, khi téi tim tha’y con bé, do
la nhirng gi toi s€ lam. Ra't nhiéu ngwoi da ti€p can t6i d€ ban vEé cac hd so
dw thau. Pa’y, ho ¢6 thé€ co ta't ca kem cac diéu khoan cé 1¢ii cho ho. Toi s€
12’y tién mét va quay tré lai mot da't nwoc nao d6 co thue, va ¢ y nghia.”

“A hd! Va vor 6ng s& néi gi vé viéc nay?”

“Mary? Co Ay dd quen v&i cudc song d6. Co &y dén tir d6 ma.”



“V&i cac quy ba cé nhiéu tién,” Poirot néi: “London c6 th€ ra't hap
dan.”

“C6 4y s& biang 1ong theo y t6i.”

Chudng dién thoai reo trén ban lam viéc, 6ng cadm né 1én. “Vang? Tw

Manchester a? C6. N€u do 1a Claudia Reece-Holland, hay dwa may cho c6
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ay.

Ong doi mot 14t.

“Ald, Claudia. Bing. Hay ndi to 1én... dwong truyén ra't xau, toi khong
nghe c6 n6i gi ca. Ho dong y a?... The a, that dang ti€c... Khong, t6i cho
ring c6 da lam rat tot... Ping... Vay dwoc roi. Hiy bit chuyén tau dém
tré vé lai day. Chuing ta s€ thao luan thém sang ngay mai.”

Ong géc dién thoai.

“Po 1a mot ¢6 gdi gidi giang va tai nang,” dng noi.

“Co6 Reece-Holland a?”

“Vang. Ning lyc tuyét voi. Gitip toi gidi tda ra't nhiéu lo 1ing phién todi.
To6i cho ¢6 ta gan nhw toan quyén d€ hoan thanh thda thuan giao dich &
Manchester theo cach riéng cua c6 ta. Toi thwe sy cam thd’y minh khong the
tap trung dwoe. Va cd &y the hién cye ky tot. VE nhiéu mat thi khong kém
gi mot ngwoi dan 6ng.”

Ong nhin Poirot, @6t nhién dwa minh tré vé hién tai.

“A, ding r'oi, ngai Poirot. Thé& nay, toi e 12 tdi dd hoi mat ty chi. Ong c6
can thém tién d€ trang trai cho chi phi khong?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng. T6i ddm bao v&i dng ring tdi s& 1am hét sitc minh d&
tim ra c6 bé an toan va khde manh cho 0ng. T6i da thwc hién ta't ca cac bién

Y 29

phap phong ngwra an toan nha't ¢6 the€ cho ¢ &Y.



Ong di ra ngoai thong qua vin phong bén ngoai. Khi ra d&n dwong, ong
nhin 1én bau troi.

“Cau tra loi r0 rang cho mot cau hdi,” 6ng néi: “Pé 1a nhirng gi t6i can.”



CHUONG 20

Hercule Poirot nhin 1én méat chinh ctia ngdi nha theo phong cidch Georgia
trang nghiém trén con phd cho d&n gin diy van dwoc xem 12 yén tinh. Sw
phét trién da bit kip v&i nhip dd noi day, nhung khu siéu thi mé&i, Gifte
Shoppe, Margery Boutique, Cafe Peg, va mdt ngan hang méi nguy nga, déu
dwoc xay ci't trén dwong Croft va khong 1an chi€m dwong High chat hep.

Vong go ctra bing dong dworc ddnh sdng béng, Poirot hai 1ong d€'y the.
Ong nhan chudng bén canh.

Canh ctra gan nhw ngay 14p tirc mé ra bdi mot nguwoi phu nir cao rao
rang r& voi mai téc xam khong chai chudt va vé ning dong.

“Ong Poirot? Ong ra't 1a ding gio. M&1i 6ng vao.”

“Ba Battersby?”

“Pwong nhién r'6i.” Ba gitr canh ctra. Poirot buwdc vao trong. Ba treo
chié&c mii ctia Ong trén gi4 noi hanh lang va din dwong vao cin phong trang
nha nhin ra khu veon ¢6 teong bao quanh hep.

Ba vdy tay vé phia gh& va ngoi xudng td y cho doi. RO rang 1a ba
Battersby khong phai 1a ngwoi mat thoi gian vao nhirng chuyén xa giao
thong thwong.

“Theo t6i bi€t thi ba la hiéu tredng cli cia treong Meadowfield phai



khong?”

“Vang. T6i da nghi hwu cidch ddy mot nam. Toi hi€u la dng mudn gap toi
de€ban vé Norma Restarick, hoc sinh cii ctia treong.”

“Dung vay.”

“Trong thw,” ba Battersby noi, “Ong khong cho bi€t thém chi ti€t nao.”
Ba néi thém: “T6i bi€t 6ng la ai, 6ng Poirot. Do dg, tdi mudn bi€t mdt chuit
thong tin tredc khi ti€p tuc. Vi du nhw 6ng dang c6 y dinh thué Norma
Restarick a?”

“To1 khong dinh thé’, thwa ba.”

“Vay c6 phai ho hang nao d6 cia Norma gidi thiéu tdi voi 6ng?”

“MOot T'an ntra, khong, thwa ba,” Hercule Poirot néi. “T6i sé giai thich.”

“Cam on 0ng.”

“Thyc t€& la t61 dang lam viéc cho bd cd Restarick, 6ng Andrew
Restarick.”

“A. Ong ta di quay vé Anh dao gin ddy, t6i nghe thé&, sau nhiéu nim
vang béng.”

“Dung 1a nhw vay.”

“Nhung 6ng khdong mang thw gidi thiéu cia dng Ay cho t6i a?”

“T61 khong yéu cau Ong ta viet gi.”

Ba Battersby nhin 6ng do hoi.

“Ong &y c6 th€ da khing khing doi di vdi toi,” Hercule Poirot néi.
“Piéu d6 sé can tré to6i hdi ba nhirng gi ma té6i mudn hdi, vi cé kha nang la
nhitng cau trd 1 c6 th€ 1am cho ngudi ta dau don va lo 1dng. Khong cé 1y
do d€ khién 6ng ta dau kho thém hon nhitng gi 6ng &y da va dang hirng

chiu tai thoi di€m nay.”



“C6 chuyén gi da xay ra voi Norma a?”

“To6i hy vong 1a khong... Tuy nhié€n, viéc ddy c6 kha ning xdy ra. Ba
con nh¢ ¢o ta chir, ba Battersby?”

“T6i nho ta't cd hoc sinh ctia minh. Téi ¢6 mot tri nhd tuyét voi. DU sao
thi trweong Meadowfield cling khdng phai la rd't 1on. Hai trdm n@ sinh,

khong hon.”

“Tai sao ba lai twr chirc, thira ba Battersby?”

“Thyc sw, 6ng Poirot a, toi khong thdy ring viéc ddy lién quan gi dé&n
ong.”

“Khong, t6i chi tO mo th& thoi.”

“T6i da bay muoi roi. B6 khong phai la 1y do sao?”

“V&i ba thi khdng, xin man phép ndi thé”. Trong ba tran ddy sirc sdng va
nang lwong, hoan toan ¢é du kha nang ti€p tuc lam hi€u tredng trong sudt
nhiéu ndm nwra.”

“Thoi thé thay do6i, 6ng Poirot a. Khong phai ai cling lu6n thich sy thay
doi d6. Toéi s€ dap tng tri to mo cua Ong. Toi thay 1a téi ngay cang it kién
nhan hon v&i bd me clia bon tré. Muc tiéu ctia ho cho céc cd con géi that
thién can, va néi thealng thin 12 khd ngu ngdc.”

Ba Battersby, theo nhw Poirot bi€t twr sau khi di€u tra chuyén mon cua
ba, 1a mot nha todn hoc ra't cé ti€ng.

“Pirng nghi rang t6i sdng nhan 1di,” ba Battersby néi. “Gio tdi c6 cong
viéc thich hop v&i téi hon. Toéi kém cac sinh vién nam cudi. Va bay gio,
xin vui long c6 th€ cho t6i bi€t 1y do ma 6ng quan tm dén cd bé Norma
Restarick khong?”

“C6 1y do khign toi lo 1éng. Khong gidu gi ba, c6 &y da bidh mat.”



Ba Battersby ti€p tuc nhin kha 1anh dam.

“That vay a? Khi 6ng néi ‘bi€n mat’, tdi doan y 6ng la c¢6 &y roi khoi
nha ma khong néi cho bd’ me biét 1 c6 dang di dau. O, t6i nhé ring me cod
ta da ma't, vi vay tiec 1a ¢6 &y da khdng ndi cho bd cd &y biét 1a ¢o6 di dau.
b6 thwc sy khong phai 1a chuyén hi€m thoi nay, ngai Poirot a. Ong
Restarick khong bdo canh sat a?”

“Ong &y rat kién quy&t vé chuyén dé6. Ong dirt khodt tir chdi.”

“T6i c6 th€ ddm bao v&i Ong ring toi khong biét co bé dang & dau. Toi
khong nghe tin tirc gi te ¢6 &y. That ra thi tdi da khong nghe gi tw cd k€ tw
khi cd roi Meadowfield. Vi vay, t6i e 1a t6i khong c6 cach gi d€ gitp dng.”

“N6 khong hoan toan 1a loai thong tin ma t6i mudn. T61 mudn bi€t cb ay
la ngwoi nhw thé nao... ba cé the md ta cd bé gidp téi. Khong phai la vé bé
ngoai. T6i khong c6 y d6. T6i mudn néi dén tinh cach va dic di€m cia co6
Xy.”

“O trrong, Norma 1a mot c¢d gdi hoan toan binh thwong. Hoc hanh
khong qud xua't sic ndi troi, nhung bai vé clia con bé thi day da.”

“Khong phai 1a ngwoi bj loan than kinh?”

Ba Battersby can nhic suy ngdm. Sau d6, ba cham rii néi: “Khong, toi
khong cho la vay. Xét gia canh co Ay thi khong c6 gi bat thwong qua.”

“Y ba la ngwdi me bénh tat cta cd ta?”

“Véang. Con bé xud't than tor mo6t gia dinh tan vo. C6 bé ra't thwong bd,
ong lai dot nhién bd nha di véi mot ngwoi phu nit khéc... chuyén me ¢6
phén nd 1a hoan toan ty nhién. Ba &y c6 th€ 1am cd con gdi bat an khi bay
td sy ba't binh vo han cla minh.”

“Co 1€ s€ di thang vao van d€ hon n€u td6i hdi y ki€n cua ba vé ba



Restarick qua c6?”

“Ong dang hdi vé ¥ kién cd nhan cta t6i?”

“Néu ba khéng phan d6i?”

“Khong, tdi khong ngai dau. Hoan canh gia dinh 1a rd't quan trong trong
cudc doi cac nir sinh va to6i da ludn Iwu tdm tim hi€u viéc nay qua nhirng
thong tin it 6i ma toi c6 dwoe. Ba Restarick 1a ngwoi dang kinh trong va
ngay thflng, t6i nén néi thé. Ty cho minh la ding din, nén ba hay soi méi
va cyc ky ngu ngdc!”

“A,” Poirot ra chiéu tan thudng.

“Ba &y cling bi than kinh. Ki€u ngwoi thwong phong dai bénh tit cla
minh 1én. C ra ra vao vao bénh vién. Gia dinh nhw thé” thit ba't hanh cho
mot c¢O gai... ddc biét 1a mdt cd gai khong c6 cd tinh rd rang. Norma khong
c6 thién tw dang k€&, c6 khong cé niém tin vao chinh minh, khong phai la
ngwoi ma toi mudn ti€n ci cho mot ngh€ nghiép cu thé. Mot cong viéc
binh thwong t6t dep sau hon nhan va con cdi 1a nhirng gi t6i hy vong cho ¢6
ay.”

“Ba ¢6 tha’y... xin thir 10i cho tOi vi da hdi diéu ndy... c6 4y c6 dd'u hiéu
tam than ba't on?”

“Tam than ba't on?” ba Battersby néi. “Vo van!”

“A., ba cho nhan dinh th& 13 v& van. Va khong loan than kinh?”

“Bat ky cd gdi nao, hodc gan nhw bat ky cd gai nao, ciing c6 th€ loan
thian kinh, dac biét 1a & tudi vi thanh nién, trong cudc ti€p xuc dau tién voi
thé” gidi. Co 4y van con chua tredng thanh, va ¢in hwedng dan trong Tan
gan glii dau tién. Cac ¢6 gai thwong xuyén bi thu hidt bdi cac thanh nién

hoan toan khong phu hop, doi khi thdm chi con nguy hi€m. C6 vé nhuw,



khong c6 cha me nao ngay nay da manh mé d€ ctru ho khoi diéu nay, vi vay
ho thwong trdi qua mot thoi gian dau khd cudng loan, va ¢é 1€ sé dan dén
mot cudc hon nhan khdng phu hop, roi ly di khong 1au sau.”

“Nhwng Norma cho thdy khong c¢6 dau hiéu bat on tdm than?” Poirot
van kién tri v&i ciu hoi.

“C0 bé ay tuy binh thwong nhung tinh cdm,” ba Battersby néi. “Bat on
tdm than! T6i ndi roéi... vo van! C6 &y ¢6 th€ bd tr6n voi anh chang tré

tuoi nao d6 d€'14p gia dinh, nhw thé 1a hét sirc binh thwong chir!”



CHUONG 21

Poirot ng'di trong chiéc gh& banh quen thudc, tay gic 1én thanh ghé&’, mét
nhin ddm dam 10 swdi ma khong tha’y gi. Canh tay 6ng la chi€c ban nhé d¢
gidy to kep gon gang. Bdo cédo tr 6ng Gobe, thong tin tv Chanh Thanh tra
Neele, va nhi€u trang trong tap ghi la “tin don,” c6 ghi chd ngudn 18y tin.

Lic nay ong chwa ¢in xem chd tai liéu &y. Ong da can than doc hét, chi
d€ da’y phong khi ¢an xem lai. Gio 6ng can sdp x&p trong dau nhitng diéu
d3 biét d€ tim ra m&i lién quan. Chéc chén 1a c6. Ong can nhic xem nén
ti&p can tr géc do ndo. Ong von khong thich nghiéng vé diéu gi ma truc
gidc cam nhan, 6ng khdng phdi ngwoi ¢ triec gidc manh, nhung cé linh
cam. Pi€u quan trong khong phai 1a nhtrng linh cam &y, ma ly do lam nay
sinh cam gidc d6 1a gi. Cdi 1y do &y méi 1a thd vi, thwong ching ai ngd.
Thwong thi ngudi ta suy luan bing logic, 14p luan va tri thitc.

Vay 6ng cam thd’y gi vé vu nay, né thudc loai nao nhi? Théi thi xét tw
cdi tong quat t&i cdi cy th€. Nhirng di€m ma'u chd't trong vu nay la gi?

TAt cé ching qua vi tién thoi, nhung 6ng chwa tim hi€u dwoc tién bac
lién hé nhw thé ndo. Tién... 6ng biét ring c6 tdi 4c dau d6 quanh ddy. Ong
qué biét n6. Ong tirng cham trdn. Ong biét mii vi cia nd, biét cdch thic

cta nd. Kho khan 1a 6ng chéng biét 15 tdi dc 4y & dau. Ong dang ti€n hanh



vai bién phdp chdng lai n6. Mong la hiéu qua. Cé gi d6 dang dién ra, dang
ti€n trién, van chwra hoan thanh. Ai d6, & noi nao d6, dang gip nguy hi€m.

Van dé la nhirng dr kién chi vé cd hai hwdng. Néu ngwoi 6ng cho la
dang gip nguy hi€m thyc sy 1Am cadnh hi€m ngheo, thi cho tdi gior 6ng van
chwa hi€u vi sao lai thé€”. Vi sao ngwoi 8y gip hi€m nguy? Pau c6 dong co
nao. Con néu ngwdi dng nghf t&i ching gip chuyén gi, thi toan bd suy luan
ctia 6ng phai ddo chiéu... 6ng phai suy xét tir géc nhin khac hin.

Ong gat van dé d6 sang bén, roi suy ngdm vé nhdn tinh con nguoi.
Khudn miu hanh dong ctia ho ra sao? Ho dong vai trd gi?

Pu tién - Andrew Restarick. Ong da tim dwoc kha kha thong tin vé dng
ta. TOng quat vé cudc doi sau thoi gian & nwdc ngoai. Mot ngwoi ludn
nhap nhom, khong chju yén vi mot noi lau dai, nhung dwgc yéu mén.
Khong Iwoi bi€ng, khong gia tao hay gian manh. Phéi chang tinh cach ciing
khong manh mé& 1dm? Y&u dudi vé nhiéu miit?

Poirot nhan mat khéng hai long. Birc tranh trén twong xem chirng khong
khop voi 6ng Andrew Restarick ngoai doi. Khong c¢6 vé gi yéu dudi ca,
v&i cdi cim nho ra &y, anh mét On dinh A%, ddng vé chéc chin &y. Ma 1o
rang Ong ta la mo6t doanh nhan thanh dat. Thoi tré da rat gidi viée, lam
dwoc nhiéu thwong vu Ién & Nam Phi va Nam M§. Ong tré vé nha véi cau
chuyén thanh cong ay. The" lam sao 1a mot ca tinh y€u dudi cho dwoc? Co
1& chi y&u dudi khi dinh liu t&i dan ba. Ong da sai TAm trong hon nhan - da
cwdi nhdm nguoi. ..

Phai chang cudi do mai m&i? Va roi ong gap mot ngwoi phu ntir khac.
Phai chang chi c6 mét? Hay 1a nhi€u? That khé ma bi€t dworc chuyén Yy
trong nhitng nam qua. Tat nhién Ong ta cling khong phai loai dan 6ng phu

bac x&u xa cho 1dm. Ong c6 gia dinh binh thwdng, biét thwong c¢d con gii



nhd. Nhuwng r'6i 6ng gidp dwgc ngwoi phu nir da siee dirt 6ng khoi gia dinh
va ca qué huwong. b6 hin phaéi la tinh yéu dich thyec.

Nhung ¢6 1€, con ¢6 dong co nao khac? Ong von khong wa cong viée
vin phong, thanh thi, 14n nhip sdng London. Ciing c¢6 the. Chi tiét Ay dn
khép, 6ng ¢6 vé thudc loai wa co doc. O trong 13n ngodi nwde, 6ng déu
dwore nhiéu ngeoi quy mén, nhung chirng nhw khong ¢é ban be than thiét.
Thyc sy, 6ng 1am sao k&t ban than thi€t h'6i & nwdc ngoai, khi ma ch§ng
sdng & noi nao dai 1au? Ong lao vao vai vu lam an, théng dam, roi lai chan
roi di noi khac! Mt ké lang thang.

Nhung van c6 gi d6 khdng khdp 1dm v&i bire tranh. .. Bikc tranh? Tir nay
khudy 1€n ky trc ctia 6ng vEé birc tranh treo sau ban lam viéc ong Restarick.
D6 1a chian dung cua cling mét ngwoi mwoi lam ndm triedre. Lam sao ma chi
sau ngan Ay thoi gian, nguoi ta thay doi dén thé” dwoc? Ngac nhién thay.
Téc xam di, doi vai nang né, nhwng dwong nét khuoén mat thi twong tw, vé
qua quyét. Ki€u ngwoi bi€t minh mudn gi va quyét cé dwoc. Ki€u nguoi
ddm mao hi&m. [t nhiéu c6 da tam.

Vi sao Restarick lai mang birc tranh &y 1én London? D6 von 1a hai tim
tranh cdp vé v va chong. Thwong thi phai d€ hai biec canh nhau. Phai
ching 6ng Restarick mudn tach khodi ngwoi vor cii? Phai chidng 6ng van con
mudn tranh ba du ba da chét?

Nhitng bire tranh nay hin dwoc 187y ra tir kho chira @6 cing nhiéu thi
ndi that khdc. Mary Restarick chic chin s& chon ra vai mén @6 riéng d€
thém vao ciin biét thy Crosshedge, 6ng thic méc liéu ba vo' mdi c6 wa treo
cdp chan dung kia trén twong khong. Theo 1€ thwong, ding ra ba mubn virt
chan dung nguoi vo tredre 1€n gac mai mai phai! Ri 6ng nho lai, ¢6 the ba

cing chaalng cd gac mai trong d€ bd d6 dac khong dung, 6ng Roderick hin



da sip dit vai mén d6 trong phong trong khi cip vor chdong m&i vé nude
tim nha & phu hop tai London. Thé” thi treo m&y birc chian dung kia trén
trong ciing khdng quan trong 18m. Gidi thich nhw thé nghe hop 1y hon. Ma
ba Mary Restarick ciing c6 vé 1a nguoi biét 1y 1€, khong phai ki€u hay ghen
tudng bong bot.

“Du sao di nira,” Hercule Poirot ty nhil, “dan ba von sdn mdu ghen, cdc
ba im im khong chwng cang ghen dir doi!”

Suy nghi ctia 6ng lai tr6i vé Mary Restarick. Nghi ky lai, 6ng giat minh
vi qué it can nhic vé nhan vat nay. Ong chi gip ba c6 mdt Tan, va ba ta
khong d€ lai an twgng gi nhiéu nhén. Trong cé vé thdo vat, va hoi gia tao
ching? (“Nhwng ma,” 6ng nghi lai, “d6 1a do minh bi€t ba ta doi téc gia!”)

That khong phai khi nhirng gi ta bi€t vé mot ngwoi phu nir lai it i dén
vay. Mot ngwoi thdo vat, ddi téc gia, trong wa nhin, bi€t 1y 1€ va cling ¢6 khi
noi gidn. Phai, ba to ra tirc gian khi thd'y Chang Cong loanh quanh khong
moi trong nha minh. Ba td thdi do khong bing 1ong ra't 1o rang manh mé.
Con c4u trai, nhw thé nao? Chi td ra buon cwoi. Nhwng ba qua thye ra't gidn
khi tha'y hin & d6. Thi cling hop 1& thdi. B me nio c6 con géi ma lai mudn
g4 cho ngudi nhw hén.

Poirot tam ngit dong suy nghi, lac 1ac dau. Mary Restarick khong phai 1a
me ctia Norma. Ba khong phai nom ndp lo con gdi minh cwdi phai nguoi
khong xirng lira vira doi, hay vé nha thong bao ¢6 con ngoai gia thi voi ké
lang bang nao d6! Vay li€u ba Mary cam thay nhu thé nao vé Norma? Ro
rang cO bé ra't phién phirc, lai chon ban trai o rang 1a giy lo budn 14n buc
bdi cho 6ng Andrew Restarick. Nhung r'6i sao ntra? Ba me k& nghi gi vé co
gai 10 rang mudn dau doc ba?

Mong mudn ctia ba xem chung hop 1€. Ba mudn Norma s6ng riéng, d€



chinh ba khdng phai nguy hi€ém, va d€ ba cung ch'ong che ddy nhirng diéu
tiéng tng xay ra, n€u ¢6. Norma cud’i tuan vé nha cho ¢6 mit, nhung cudc
sOng cua cd ta da dat & London. Ngay ca khi nha Restaricks don vao nha
mai, thi ho cling khong moi Norma vé & chung. Ngay nay, cac co gdi tré da
s0 d€u song riéng. Thé&'la van dé€ da duoc giai quyét.

Chi trir viéc 6ng van chwra biét ai dau doc ba Mary Restarick. Chinh 6ng
Restarick cling ngo 1a con géai minh... Nhung Poirot hdy con ban khoan.

Ong chuyén ludng suy nghi vé Sonia. C6 niy l1am gi trong ciin nha Ay?
Vi sao dén d6? Co6 chiu lam cho 6ng Roderick, cé 1€ vi khong mudn veé ban
qudc ching? C6 the ¢ chi nhim t&i hdn nhan - cdc dng ldo nhw Ngai
Roderick cudi cdc co tré trung xinh xin nhan nhan. Puoc thé thi Sonia sé
4m than. C6 dija vi xa hdi ddm bao, cho’ d&n khi 6ng chdng gia qua doi d€
lai cho khdi tai san dd sdng vo lo - hay ¢d nhim t&i diéu gi khdc nira? Liéu
cd ¢6 toi Kew Garderns v&i mé gid'y to clia Ngai Roderick kep trong cudn
sach, ro1 tu'dn no6 cho ga trai kia?

Liéu Mary Restarick c¢6 nghi ngo hanh ddng hay long trung cta Sonia,
c6 thic méic ngay nghi c6 thu ky di dau, giip nhitng ai? V& phan Sonia, c6
chiu trach nhiém vé mén doc dwoe tich tu twng 1iéu nhd, dwa dén triéu
chirng khdng hon gi con dau bung thong thwong?

Ong gat cic thanh vién trong nha Crosshedges khoi dau. Ong tdi
London, nhir Norma, va cAn nhic ba cd gdi thué chung nha.

Claudia Reece-Holland, Frances Cary, Norma Restarick. Claudia Reece-
Holland, con géi ciia mot nghi si ¢ ti€ng, giau co, uy tin. Co nay gidi giang
xinh dep, la thr ky hang nhat. Frances Cary, c6 thién hwdng nghé si, ting
hoc tredng kich nghé mot thdi gian ngén, r'6i 1am cho Hoi dong nghé thuit,

gior dwore mdt phong trién 1am thué. Lwong cao, ¢6 tinh nghé si, phong cach



bd-hé-miéng. Co6 nay bi€t David Baker, nhung khong thdy cé vé gi sau
dam. Co6 c6 yéu ga khong? Ga la ki€u, theo nhw Poirot thd’y, ma cac bac phu
huynh, canh sat 14n nhitng ngwdi ngoan dao déu khong wa. Poirot khong rd
lam sao hin hap din dwoc cdc cd gdi con nha lanh. Nhung phai thtra nhan
strc hit d6. Ban than 6ng nghi sao vé David?

Mot ga trai dep ma, trang trdo, cé vé gi dé bong lon khi dng thoat gip &
fang trén dinh thy Crosshedges, dang tim Norma (khong chwng d€ che gidu
muc dich chinh khi di do la trong nha, ai bi€t dwoc?) 6ng gap lai ga khi cho
ga di nho xe. Ga ¢6 ca tinh, mudn thi sé lam dwgrc. Va r6 rang ¢6 nhi€u théi
tat. Poirot nhit mot to gid'y trén ban 1én doc lai. Ga twng pham tdi nhwng
khong phai tdi pham nguy hi€m. Vai vu lwa dao 1at vit, qua khich, dap pha,
chiu thoi gian thir thach hai Tan. Tat cd nhirtng mén nay bay gio’ lai thanh
thoi thweong. Poirot khong coi d6 1a tdi ac. Ga ting 1a mot hoa si hira hen,
nhwng r'oi khong t&i dau. Ga thudc loai khong lam dwgc viée gi déu din lau
dai. Ga ty ki€u, phtu phi€m, mot con cong ty yéu dang vé cia minh. Con gi
nwra khong?

Poirot dudi tay 18y mot tor gid'y khéc, c¢6 ghi ndi dung doan ddi thoai
gitra Norma va David trong quin ca phé, theo nhw nhirng gi ba Oliver con
nhé. C6 ich gi khong? Ong 18c dau ngd vie. Ai ma biét tri twdng twong
cta ba Oliver bay xa t&i dau chir! Liéu ga trai ¢6 that 1ong quan tdm dén
Norma, mudn cudi ¢6 &y? C6 cé tién riéng khong? Norma la con nha giau
c6, nhung khong chic mic nhién c6 c6 tai san. Poirot quén mat trong di
chic cua ba Restarick qué cd ghi gi, ben 14t lai chd tai liéu, 6ng Goby qua
1a khong bd sét chi ti€t nay. RS 1a ba Restarick h'6i con sdng dwoe chu cap
kha day dd. Ba d€ lai moi thir cho ¢6 con gdi. Vi la con gdi mot, ¢ th€ khi

cha cd qua doi, cd sé dwore hwedng thwra k€ hau hi, nhwng ciing ¢6 kha néng



cha c6 chi chwa cho ¢ chiit it n€u ciu r€ khong hop y 6ng.

Ong ddm néi ring David c¢6 quan tim d&n Norma, bing ching 1a gi
mudn cudi cd. Nhung, dng 1ic dau - ndy gior dng lic dau phai d&n dim ban
- nhirng vi€c nay chéng c6 giéng mdi gi v&i nhau, khong hinh thanh khu6n
mAu hop 1y. Ong nhé vé to séc ma ong Restarick ky cho gi trai, rd d& mua
chudc gi - va gi ro rang ciing sdn 1ong d&€ bi mua chudc. The thi khong
khop voi giad thuyét trén. To séc 1o 1a viét cho David Baker va s6 tién ra't
1on. Bu 1én d€ lam xiéu 1ong mot ga trai tré von khong thudc loai tdt lanh
gi. Th& nhwng ga lai cau hon cd ban gdi mdi chi mdt ngay trede d6. Viéce
do, ta't nhién, c¢6 khi 1a mdt buwde di chi€n lwoe d€ voi tang tién. Poirot nhé
canh 6ng Restarick ng'6i d6, mdi mim chat. Hin ong rat lo cho cd con gai
ma&i chiu trd s& tién 1on nhw vdy. Thé nén hin ong cling s¢’ con géi quyét
tdm cwdi ga trai kia.

Claudia va Andrew Restarick. C6 khi nao c6 tung la thw ky cfia ong ta
khong? C6 th€ c6 mdi lién quan gita ho. Claudia, 6ng ngdm nghi vé ¢6 géi
nay. Ba ¢6 gdi trong mot cin hd do Claudia Reece-Holland ding ra thué.
Co6 thué tredre r'0i rdt thém cd khac chia tién phong, r'o6i mét c¢d khac ntra, ¢6
gai th ba. Cé gdi thir ba, Poirot nghi. Moi dau day ludn quay vé d6. Va
cling 12 diém k&t thic. Ong ta phai T4n t&i diém d6. Khi moi néo suy ludn
déu quy vé Norma Restarick.

Co gai dén tim 6ng xin loi khuyén lic 6ng dang dung btra sang. Co gai
ng'6i dn banh diu v&i ngwoi dan dng ¢6 yéu trong tiém ca phé, ldc 6ng ghé
vao. (Xem ra dng toan gip cd vao gio dn!) Ong nghi gi vé c6? Ma ngudi ta
nghi gi vé cd? Restarick quan tAm va hét stc lo 1dng vé co, ca ngay nom
nép vi cd. Ong bd khong chi nghi ngd’, ma con khd chic chin ring c¢6 dau

déc ngwoi v m@i. Ong con di tham van bac si vé treong hgp cda co.



Poirot tha thi€t mudn dwgc néi chuyén tryc ti€p voi ngwoi bac si Ay,
nhueng khong may hy vong thu dwgc gi nhiéu. Cac bac si vOon rat thin
trong trong viéc ti€t 10 thong tin bénh nhan v&i ai khac ngoai ngwoi giam
ho trye ti€p, vi nhrr cha me. Nhung Poirot vAn muwong twong dwoc 1o nét
ngudi béac si néi gi. Ong hin s& td ra than trong, nhu thong 1&. Ong ting
héng, va goi ¥ diéu tri. Bdc sT hin khong néi thing dén van dé than kinh,
nhung chic chin s& béng gié vé chuyén dé. C6 th€ ngudi bdc si bigt chic
12 ¢6 van dé, nhung 6ng ciing biét nhiéu cd gdi dé bdc dong, doi khi 1am gi
d6 khoéng phai do tdm than c¢6 van dé, ma bi con gidn tirc thoi, sy ghen
ghét, hay mot con r6i loan. Ban than Poirot chfmg phéi nha tri liéu hay bac
si than kinh hoc. Ong von khéng bao gio quy két néu chwa chic, nhung
van dwa ra vai khuy&n cdo phong xa. Vi du goi y cho ¢d xin viéc & noi
khac - London chaalng han - hoac theo mot dot tri liéu?

Con ai khac nira ban tdm toi Norma Restarick chang? Claudia Reece-
Holland chflng han? Ong khong r5. T4t nhién Ong ciing biét vé cb qua it oi
de¢ ma doan dinh diéu gi. Co hin biét gidu kin ba't ky bi mat nao, khong de’
lot ra di€u gi ngoai y mudn. C6 khong td dau hiéu gi 1a mudn c6 ban clng
nha roi di - Néu lo s¢r vé van dé tdm théan cia Norma, khong ching c6 da
lam vay. C6 va Frances chic ciing khong néi gi nhiéu vé vu nay, vi ca hai
cd déu khong ma’y de tdm dén viéc Norma khong tré vé nha sau dot cudi
tuan & nha cha me. Claudia c6 phién long vé viéc d6. C6 th€ vai tro cua
Claudia cé dinh liu nhiéu hon vé ngoai. C6 thong minh va thdo vit...
Nhung vai tro cia cd la gi? Poirot ty hoi. Nhw nhan vat Ophelia chang?
Nhwng ciing nhw treong hop vé Norma, & diy lai ¢6 hai giad thiét. Liéu
Ophelia c6 dién that khi c¢d gid dién ching? Cé4c dién vién, hay néi ding

hon 12 céc dao dién, c6 y ki€n khac nhau trong viéc the hién vai nay. Con



Hamlet ntra, di€n hay tinh? Hay tw xét 18y. Ophelia tinh hay dién?

Restarick han s& bdo con gai minh “dién”. “Théan kinh r6i loan” 1a tw
ngwoi ta wa dung hon. Hodc “gan”. “Co6 ta gan gan d& do”. “Cw lo’ Iing
dau dau”. “Hoi twng tieng”. Li€u nhirng 1oi binh luén ki€u cac “ba ndi trg”
ay c6 ding khong? Co6 the, Poirot thaim dong y. Norma cé gi dé bat
thudng, han nhién, nhung c6 thé khong nhw vé ngoai, dng nhé lic ¢d bude
vao van phong minh, dn van thoi thwong nhw cac cd thoi bay gio. Toc
thdng x3a trén vai, bd dam khong c4 tinh, du ¢6i khang khiu - ta't ¢4 tao
cho 6ng an twong ¢6 nhw ngwoi 1n dong gia dira bé con.

“Toi xin 161, Ong gia qud roi.”

Khong chirng diing 12 thé that, dng nhin c6 bang cip mét gia nua, khong
coi trong 18m, chi thd'y mot ¢d géi khdng di€m trang, khong td ¥ mudn gi rd
rang, khong toat 1én sirc hit cta phdi ntr, cling khdng todt 1én vé bi an hay
thu hit. Khong c6 gi ca, cd 1€ chi trir kha nang tinh duc don thuan. Thé nén
loi ¢6 néi vé dng khdong chung lai ding, dng khong the€ gidp c6 vi Ong
khong hiu gi o, ciing khong danh gid c6 cho ding. Ong da c& hét sirc vi
cd, nhung cho t&i gior da dat dwoc gi? Ong dd 1am dwoc gi k&€ tir khi méi
gip? Oc 6ng bat ngay ra ciu tra 1oi. Ong da gitp c6 an toan. T&i thidu 1a
thé. Néu qua thyc c6 ta ¢An nhu the. Cot yéu 1a & chd d6. Co 4y c6 can
dwoc bio boc an toan khong? Khé ma chic. Ciing khong chéc chén gi hon
cau: “Toi nght co the'toi da giét ngwo'i.”

D6 chinh 1a c6t 161 moi viéc. D6 1a trach nhi€ém cia 6ng. Giai ma, pha
an, va hon hét 1a ngan chan vu giét ngwoi! Nhirng vu giét ngwoi da duoc
cong bd'. Nhitng vu giét ngwdi ddu d6. Ong dang tim ma chwa thiy. Chat
thach tin trong moén sup c6 lién hé gi? Nhirng co dong vién qua khich dam

dao vao nhau c¢6 mau s& chung ra sao? Tiéng sing. Nhim vao ai, va vi sao?



Khong ¢6 t0i 4c nao trong s k€ trén cé vé khop v&i cdu ndi cia cd gai:
“Toi nghi co thé’toi da giét ngwoi,” 6ng Tan moO trong mo mit, ¢6” tim ra
khudn miu tdi dc, ¢d nhin ra cé gdi thir ba khép vori khudn maiu 4’y nhw the
nao, roi ludn quay vé ciu hdi ring co gdi niy ngwdi nhu thé nao.

R6i ba Oliver da cho 6ng chit ggi v khi k€ vé vu ty sat & Borodene
Mansions. Vu 8y hin 12 lién quan. CO6 gdi thk ba cling s6ng & d6. b6 hin 1a
vu giét ngwdi ma cd nhic t&i. N&u con ¢ vu ndo khéc nira thi qué tring
hop roi. Ngoai ra cing khong nghe thay c¢6 vu nao khac. Khong cé céi chét
nao khac thdi thdc c6 tim dén véi dng, sau khi nghe ba Oliver tdn dwong
ong trong mdt buoi tiéc. Thé 1a, khi ba Oliver tinh co k€ vé vu nguoi dan
ba lao minh qua ctra s0, 6ng cam tha’y nhw r&t cudc cling tha’y cai minh tim.

Manh mdi la ddy. Loi ddp cho mdi ban khodn. Ly do, thoi di€m, dia
diém.

“That vong that,” Hercule Poirot néi 1on, v&i 18y ban danh mdy ngay
ngin tém lwoc cudc doi ngudi phu nix kia. Nhitng su kién quan trong trong
cudc doi ba Charphentier. Ngwoi phu nit b6n mwoi ba tudi, ¢6 dia vi xa
hoi, thé” ma ngay trede lai ndi danh phong Iwu - hai Tan do - hai Tan tan vo.
Ngwdi nay nhitng nim vé gid van udng nhiéu qud mtrc. Ua tiéc ting. C6
ti€ng 1a hay di lai v&i cac thanh nién trai trang. S6ng mdt minh trong cén
hd & Borodene Mansions. Poirot ¢6 th€ hinh dung ki€u dan ba nhw vay, va
cling hi€u vi sao ngwei nhw ba mu6n lao minh qua ctra sd, vao mdt tinh mo
thirc dy va thdy ngép tran tuyét vong.

Vi ba bj ung thw hay chi nghi minh mang chirng ay? Xét nghiém tx vong
cho thay khong c6 dau hiéu nao cta ung thu.

Ong nhitng mudn tim ra mdi lién hé gita ba va Norma Restarick.

Nhung khong thay. Ong doc lai nhirng sy kién liét ké trén to gid'y.



Tén ba trong bi€n ban xét nghiém la Louise Carpenter, nhung ba dung
cai ho mang dm huwdng Phéap la Charpentier. Vi ho &y hop v&i tén thanh
Louise ctia ba hon? Vi sao cdi tén Louise ¢ nghe quen thudc? Cé ai tirng
nhic dén ching? Ngén tay 6ng do theo nhitng dong chit ddnh mdy. A! Pay
roi! Co gai da khi€n Andrew Restarick tr bd nguoi vor ddu tén la Louise
Birell. Ba nay rat mo nhat trong cuc doi Restarick vé sau nay. Hai nguoi
ho cdi co roi chia tay nhiéu nim vé trede. Cing mot khuén mau, Poirot
nghi. Giong ngudi dan ba nay. Yéu mot ai d6 ddm say, ph4 nét gia canh nha
ong ta, c6 1& th&, don dén song ciing, rdi cii co va ra di. Ong chic chén,
hoan toan chic chin, ring Louise Charpentier chinh 12 Louise ngay trudec.

Dau vay, chi tiét nay lién hé gi d&n Norma? Liéu Restarick va Louise
Charpentier c6 tai hop khi 6ng tré vé nwdc Anh? Poirot thay kho tin. Ho da
chia tay nhi€éu nam. Kha nang cham mat réi tai hop 1a khong theé! Ma ba v
hién gio cting khé 10ng con thd’y ghen tudng dén ndi ddy ngwoi cii clia
ch®ong minh ra ngoai ctra s0. Ng& ngan that! Nguwoi duy nha't 6ng thdy ¢6
Iy do trd tht ngwoi dan ba phd gia dinh ctia minh, chinh l1a v¢ dau 6ng
Restarick. Cling hoang duwong chéng kém, hon ntra ba nay da chét roi!

Dién thoai reo. Poirot khong nhiic nhich. Vao thoi khic nay dng khong
mudn bj qua’y ray. Ong c6 linh cam dang '4n ra dwoc mot manh moi. ..

Ctra m&, cd Lemon buoc vao.

“Ba Oliver mudn néi chuyén véi dng,” ¢6 thong bao.

Ong Poirot xua tay. “Khdng phai by gicr, khong, t6i xin c6! Toi khong
thé néi chuyén v&i ba &y lic nay dwoec.”

“Ba &y bao la ¢6 chuyén quén k€ v&i 6ng. M6t manh gid’y, mot birc thw
Vi€t d&, da roi ra twe ban viét trong chiéc xe tai chd d6. Xem ra chfmg an

nhap gi.” Cd Lemon néi thém, ra y khdng biang long.



Ong Poirot cang xua tay nhw dién.

“Bay gio khong dwgre,” dng nai ni. “Xin ¢6 da’y, bay gio’ khong dwore.”

“T61 s€ bdo la 6ng dang ban.”

R'61 ¢6 Lemon rut di.

Can phong lai dugc yén tinh, 6ng Poirot thdy hoi chodng vang. Nghi
ngoi qud nhiéu, phai nghi ngoi. Ping, phai nghi ngoi méi sang tri. Ong
nhdm mét lai. Pi€m qua nhitng y&u t&. Gio 6ng ddm chéic khong con diéu
gi can biét thém tw bén ngoai nira. Cau tra loi phai dén ti bén trong.

Moi thit da sin d6 - chi con doi 6ng! Ong phéi nghi cho ra. R%i ong
bi€t. Mai téc gia, bic tranh, ndm gio’ sang, phu nir va ki€u téc, Chang
Cong, moi thir déu dan vé mot mdi: Co gdi thir ba.

“Toi nght co lé toi da giét ngwoi... Tat nhién roi!”

Mot khiic hat ru vo nghia chot ndy d&n trong dau 6ng. Ong nham thanh

ti€ng:

Ky ky co co, ba ngwori trong bon tdm
Do’'biét ai?

Hang thit, hang bdnh, thg lam nén...

Chan that, 6ng quén ma't cu cudi.

Ong thir mot diéu khac, von danh cho cho bé gai:

Vé tay nao, ba co trong cdn ho
Do’biét ai?

Tro Iy riéng va mot co tw Slade



Va cé thir ba la...

Co6 Lemon buodc vao,

“A, toi nh& ra roi! - Va ho déu chui ra o ci khoai.”

C6 Lemon nhin dng lo ling.

“Ong Stillingfleet nha't djnh yéu cau néi chuyén vé&i 6ng ngay, dng néi
sy cAp bach 1dm.”

“Ctr n6i v&i cai dng Stillingfleet &y rang. .. Sao, bdc si Stillingfleet 27"

Ong dan t&i cam 13y &ng nghe. “T6i ddy. Poirot day. C6 chuyén gi
sao?”

“Co6 &y moi di ngang t6i.”

“Sao chi?”

“Ong nghe r'6i d6. C6 4y di ra ngoi. Qua ctra chinh.”

“Ong d€ cb &Yy di nhu thé sao?”

“Tdi con lam gi duwgc nra?”

“Thi ngan c6 ay lai.”

“Khong.”

“PE€co Ay di ding la dién ro.”

“Khong.”

“Ong khéng hiéu roi.”

“Thda thuén la thé’ ma. Co &y dwogce tw do rovi di ldc nao cling dwore.”

“Ong chaalng hi€u gi nhitng hé luy sip t&i ca.”

“U thi, toi khong hieu. Nhung toi hi€u minh dang lam gi. Néu t6i khong

de€ co6 a7y di, thi moi viéc t6i lam v&i cd &y déu cong cOc ca. Va tdi da bd



cdng strc voi ¢6 Ay. Cong viéc cha 6ng va cua toi chgng giong nhau. Muc
dich khac nhau. T6i n6i 6ng biét, viéc t6i lam c6 ti€n trien, c6 da’y. Nén toi
d4dm chéc rang cd &y s& khong bd toi di dau.”

“A, th& nhung ban thin mén, c6 &y vira lam d6 théi.”

“That tinh, tdi khong hi€u dwore. Khong hieéu sao lai ¢ chuyén bién
nay.”

“Co gi d6 da xay ra.”

“Phéi, nhwng 1a gi ch®?”

“C0 2y thdy ai d6, n6i chuyén v&i ai do, hay cé ngwoi tim thady cd 8y.”

“Lam sao nhw vdy dwoc... Nhung cd &y la nguoi ty do, cd &y phai
dwoc ty do.”

“C6 ai da biét thop co6 Ay, bi€t noi & cia c6 ay. Co6 &y ¢6 nhan thw tw,
dién tin hay dién thoai gi khong?”

“Khong, khong gi ca, diéu nay tdi ddm chéc.”

“Thé thi - tAt nhién rdi! Bdo in! Ong c6 dit bdo trong nha da’y ch¥?”

“Han roi. Toi mudn lam cho co s& chia minh trong that binh thwong
ma.”

“P6 1a kénh ching ta trong tic véi ¢d &y. Poi thuong a. Ong dit bao
nhiéu to bao?”

“Nam”. Pau day kia dap roi liét ké ra.

“Co &y roi di ldc nao?”

“Sang nay. Muoi gio ba muwoi...”

“Chinh th€&”. Sau khi doc bdo. Biét thé” da. Th& cd &y hay doc to’ nao.”

“Khong c&d dinh, ldc nay lic kia. C6 khi chi xem lwdt qua.”



“Xem ra t6i hdi chi phi loi.”

“Ong nghi c6 &y xem muc quang céo rao vit, ding khong?”

“Con th€& nao khac dwgrc niva. Thoi chao Ong, t6i phai di tim cdi mau
quang cdo da’y da, toi voi 1dm.”

Ong gic may.

“Co Lemon, mang cho tdi to Morning News va Daily Comet. N6i
Georges ra ngoai mua hét bao sang vé day.”

Trong lic ma ra trang tin rao cd nhan va doc ra can than, 6ng mai miét
suy nghi.

Ong s& d&n kip. Ong phai dén ding thoi diém. Da c6 mot vu giet ngudi
r'oi, sip c¢6 vu nira. Nhung dng, Hercule Poirot, phdi ngin chin dwoc vu do.
Néu ong dén kip, 6ng 12 ngwdi bao vé ké y&u co’ ma. Ching phai ong ting
tuyén bd (va bi cwdi nhao), rang: “T6i khdng chdp nhan viéc giét nguwdi.”
Ai ciing nghi d6 14 cAu néi 16. Nhwng khong phéi. D6 1a thue t&'. Ong khong
cha’p nhan viéc giet choc.

George mang vao mdt ch'ong bao.

“Pay la toan bd bdo sang, thra 6ng.”

Poirot nhin sang c6 Lemon, vin dang ding cho hd tror khi ¢n.

“Co xem lai nhirng to t6i da doc, xem c6 s6t gi khong.”

“Muc rao vit ca nhan phai khong?”

“Phai, t6i nghi chic s& xuat hién cdi tén c6 chir David. Tén mdt cd gai.
Tén vat cung hodc biét danh. Trong d6 khong c6 tén Norma dau. C6 1€ 1a
mot 1ol cdu ctru, hodc moi di hop mit.”

Co6 Lemon ngoan ngodn ciAm chong bdo du khong hao hirng 1dm. Pay

khong phai loai cong viéc ¢6 gidi, nhung ldc nay 6ng khong cé viée gi khac



cho c6. Ong ciing mé& t& Morning Chronicle. Hin ba cOt rao vat, ong cui
ngwoi doc ky.

Mot phyu nig muén thanh ly do khodc long... Ngwo'i cén di nho ra nwoc
ngoai... Gidm gid cho thué nha... tré cd biét... chocolate nha lam... “Julia.
Sé madi khong quén. Thirong.” Khong rd 14m, dng cin nhic roi bd qua. Nji
that thoi Louis XV... Quy ba trung nién cdn ngwoi giip qudn Iy khdch
san... Dang rdt kho khdn, can gap gap. Hay dén cdan ho 4.30. Ma la
Goliath.

Ong nghe ti€ng chudng ctra reo ngay khi éng goi to: “George, goi taxi,”
choang v6i 4o khodc, r'oi chay ra sanh ngay khi George m¢& ctra tredc va

cham mat ba Oliver. Ca ba nguoi ho ling ting trong sanh cho’ chét hep.



CHUONG 22

Chiéc tui xach trén vai, Frances Cary vua di doc con dwong Mandeville
vira huyén thuyén voi nguoi ban cd via gip & goc dwong, hwdng vé khu
Borodene Mansions.

“Song & da’y that cir nhw nha tu Frances a, cdi khu Wormwood Scrubs
ay.”

“Lam gi! Eileen. TS néi cho ciu biét, céi khu 4y séng dé chju 1im. T&
th'y rdt may mén vi Claudia 13 ban cling phong tuyét voi... chd bao gior
lam phién minh. Hang ngay con cé ngwoi quét don can than nira. Can ho
Ay dwoce chidm séc chu ddo 1dm.”

“Nha cdu chi c6 hai ngwoi théi a? To quén mat. Té twdng con mot
ngwoi ntra ma?”

“A, chic cd &y bd roi hai dita minh ro6i.”

“Y cu 1 quit ca tién nha 4?”

“O, tién nha thi van tra. Chi 1 t& nghi ¢d ta dang yéu dwong anh chang
nao day.”

Eileen khong d€ tim ntra. Chuyén ban trai thi n6i d&€n khi nao ma dirt
noi.

“Cau vwra di dau vé day?”



“Manchester. Buoi gioi thiéu thir ra't thanh cong.”

“Co that la thang sau ciu di Vienna khong?”

“L\T, chic vay. Moi thit dwoc chuah bi kh4 dy di roi. Chéc s& rat hay.”

“Nho dau lai bi an trém ma't ma’y bic tranh thi hdng nhi?”

“Khong sao, tranh dwore bao hieém ca roi,” Frances néi. “Cha yé&u la
nhirng birc quy thoi.”

“Buoi trién 1am cua Peter ban ciu thé nao roi?”

“T& e 1a khong tot 1dm. Nhung quan trong 1 to The Artist danh gia kha
tot.”

Frances ré vao Borodene Mansions, con ban cd ti€p tuc hwong vé khu
nha trong nhw chudng ngya ctia minh & phia xa hon.

“Chao buoi td1,” Frances néi v&i nguoi gac cong, roi vao thang may I1én
fang 6. CO6 vwra di doc hanh lang vira ngdm nga mot diéu nhac.

C6 mé ctra vio nha. Pén hanh lang van con chwa dwoc bat. Claudia chic
van con phdi & vin phong thém mot ti€ng rwdi nita. Thé nhung cra phong
khéch lai khép ho va c6 4nh dén hit ra.

Frances ndi to: “Peén bat. Ngd nhi.”

C6 cdi 4o khoac, dat tdi xach xuéng roi mé cira phong khach di vao...

C6 dwng strng lai, hd h6¢c mdm r'6i lai mim chat. Ca nguoi cing do...
mét ¢ nhin chdm chdm vao than th& ndm séng soai trén san, r'di lai ngwde
1én twong, nhin vao chi€c gwong phan chi€u lai chinh vé mat s¢ hai cua c6
luc nay...

C6 hit mot hoi dai. Con hoang s¢ dén té liét trong phit chdc trdi qua.
Co6 quay ngodt ngudi lai va hét 1én that thanh. C6 vap phai dong d6 cia

minh trén san va da ching qua mot bén trong lic chay ra khéi nha, roéi dién



cudng dap ctra nha bén canh.

Mot phu nir dieng tudi mé cira.

“Quai quy gi the’...”

“C6 nguoi chét? Nguwoi chét. Va toi, tdi bi€t ngwoi nay... David
Baker... Anh dang nim bén kia... trén san nha... hinh nhw bj ddm... bj
dam roi. Mdu... mau... khip noi.”

Cb guc xudng khéc nitc nd. Ba Jacob ddi mét ly nwée vao tay co. “O
yén day. Uong di.”

Frances ngoan ngoan hép ting ngum. Ba Jacob nhanh chéng chay qua
hanh lang d&n ciin nha c6 4nh sdng hét ra, roi ddm thaalng vao phong khach
dang m¢ cra.

Ba khong phai loai ngwoi hay la hét. Ba dirng ngay 167 di, m6i mim chit.

Cénh twgng ba nhin thdy that hai hung. Trén san nha 12 mdt chang trai
tré dep, tay dang rdng, mai téc mau hat dé xda trén vai. Bén duwdi chi€c do
khodc nhung d4 thim anh ta dang mic 13 chi€c so' mi tring 16m dom vét
mau...

Ba nhédn ra ngay bong nguoi thi hai trong phong. Mot ¢6 gai dang dirng
dya vao twong, phia bén trén la tranh Harlequin nhw dang nhdy mda trén
bau troi dwoe t6 vE. C6 mic vay len tring, mdi téc nau nhat xda dai hai bén
mdt. Trong tay c6 dang cam mdt con dao.

Ba Jacob va c6 géi nhin nhau chim chim.

R'6i cd nhe nhang cat ti€ng, nhw th€ dang tra 1o cho ai ddy: “Vang. Toi
da giét hin... Mdu tir con dao dinh Ién tay r'6i. T6i cd rira tay trong phong
tdm... nhung 1am sao rira dwoc nhitng thr nhw the ndy ding khong? R6i

toi quay lai diy xem c6 phai that khong... Nhung ding la that roi... Toi



nghi€p David... Nhung t6i phai lam vay.”

Con soc khién ba Jacob 1ip bip vai ti€ng ma chinh ba thay that t&i
nghia: “That w? Nhwng tai sao phai lam chuyén nhw vay?”

“To61 khong biet... nhung t61 cho la... c¢6 1€... Anh &y dang gdp kho
khéan. Anh goi t6i dé€n... va t6i lam theo... Nhung t6i mudn thoat khoi anh.
T61 mudn minh khong dinh ddng d€n anh &y nwra. Toi thyc ra khong heé yéu
anh ta.”

Co ta tw twr ddt con dao 1én ban r'oi ng'6i xudng.

“That nguy hi€m phai khong?” cd néi. “Khi ghét ai d6... That khong an
toan vi minh chfmg bao gio’ bi€t minh s€ lam gi... Ciing nhw Louise vay...”

R6i c6 khé giong. “Ba van chua goi canh sat a?”

Ba Jacob nghe theo va vo1 va goi 999.

Bay gio da ¢6 tong cOng sdau ngwoi trong can phong &y. Mot khoang thoi
gian dai da tr6i qua. Canh sat da dén va di.

Andrew Restarick ng'6i that théan, ong lap di lap lai mot vai twe. “That
khong th€ tin dwoe...” Lic nhian dwoc dién thoai, 6ng dén thealng tw van
phong, cuing v&i Claudia Reece-Holland. Khéng 6n ao va rat hiéu qua, cd
da goi dién cho luit sw, cho Crosshedges va hai cong ty mdi gidi nha dat d¢
bit lién lac v&i Mary Restarick. C6 da cho Frances Cary mot liéu thudc an
than va dua c6 ta vio nam nghi.

Hercule Poirot va ba Oliver ngdi canh nhau trén chi€c sofa. Ho d€n noti

cung ldc voi canh sat. Xua't hién cudi cung, khi ma moi ngwoi da gan di



hét, 1a ngwoi dan 6ng trong tram ling kin ddo véi mai téc mudi tiéu va
phong thdi lich thiép, Chanh thanh tra Neele ctia S& Canh sat. Ong khé gt
d4u v&i Poirot va dwoc dAn dén gidi thiéu vai Andrew Restarick. Mot ciu
thanh nién cao 1&n véi mdi téc d6 dang dirng canh ctra s6 nhin xudng
khoang san phia trudc.

Bon ho dang cho gi vay? Ba Olivers tw héi. Thi th€’ da dwoc dwa di, tho
anh va canh sat da lam xong viéc cua ho. Sau khi bi d6n vao phong cua
Claudia, moi nguoi lai dwore phép quay lai phong khéch, chic d& ngdi chor
canh sat, ba nght.

“Ne€u 6ng mudn t6i di...” Ba Oliver lwong ly ca't ti€ng.

“Ba Adriadne Oliver, c6 phai khong? N&u ba khong phan ddi thi ching
t6i mudn ba ndn lai thém. T6i biét viéc nay khong dé chju cho 1dm...”

“Moi chuyén nhw khong phai that vay.”

Ba Oliver nhim mét... mudng twong lai ti't cd nhitng chuyén da xay ra.
Cau bé Cong, chét trong twr thé ctr nhwr dang dién kich. Con ¢d géi... ¢ ta
ra't khéc la... khong con la ¢cd6 Norma hay ban khoan dén tw Crosshedges. ..
cd Ophelia kém duyén ma Poirot ndi... ma da tré¢ thanh hinh twong lang 1€
cuia pham gia bi kich... chap nhan s6” phan diét vong cia minh.

Poirot yéu cau dwoe goi hai cudc dién thoai. M6t cudc dén S& Canh sat,
da dwoc chdp thuan sau khi vién si quan da di€u tra so’ by qua dién thoai.
Theo hwdng din cua vién si quan, Poirot vao phong Claudia, sap ctra lai va
goi dién.

Vién si quan van td vé nghi ngo, thi thim v&i cap dwdi ctia minh. “Ho
ndi la dwore. Khong hi€u ga nay la ai? Nhin c¢é vé ki la.”

“Nguoi nwde ngoai nhi? Cé khi thudc Pic khu chang?”



“Chéc khong phai ¢au. Hin mudn gip Chanh thanh tra Neele co' ma.”

Tro’ 1y cda vién si quan nhwdng may, khé huyt sao.

Sau khi goi dién thoai, Poirot mé ctra va goi ba Oliver, hién dang ding
ngdp ngung & trong bép, vao cung 6ng. Ho ngdi xudng canh nhau trén
givong cua Claudia Reece-Holland.

“Udc gi chiing ta ¢6 the gidp gi,” ba Oliver ndi, lic nao ba cling mudn
hanh ddng.

“Xin hay binh tinh thwa ba.”

“Ong c6 chéc 1a 1am gi dwgrec khong?”

“T6i da goi hét nhirng ngwoi can phai goi. Bay gior chiing ta khong thé
lam gi hon cho dén khi canh sat lam xong cdc quy trinh diéu tra cta ho.”

“Ong goi cho ai sau khi goi cho ngai thanh tra viy? B& caa c6 &y 2? Ong
ta khong dén bao lanh cho ¢6 &y dwoc v?”

“Bdao lanh nhiéu kha nang s€ khong dwoc chd’p thuén trong treong hop
c6 an mang.” Poirot ndi cdc 16¢c. “Canh sat da bao cho b6 c6 ay. Ho 187y s6
cta ong tw ¢6 Cary.”

“Co ta dau roi?”

“Hinh nhw dang cd” ging trdm tinh lai & nha cta ba Jacob ndo day k&
bén. C6 &y la nguoi phat hién ra vu viéc. Cé vé dang bi chdn dong manh.
Co &y vwira chay khoi can phong nay vuwa la hét.”

“Cd ta 12 ngudi 6 tinh tinh nghé si phai khong? N&u 1a Claudia chic cd
ay s€ binh tinh hon.”

“T6i dong y. Mot ¢b gai tré ra't diém dam.”

“The& 6ng da goi ai vay?”

“Péu tién, nhw ba da biét, 1a Chanh thanh tra Neele cta S& Canh sat.”



“Liéu nhirng canh sat & day c6 thich 6ng &y can thi€p vao khong?”

“Ong ta s& khong xen vao dau. Ong &y c6 hdi t6i mot s& viéc ma c6 the
gidp lam sdng té vu nay.”

“O, ra la vdy... 6ng con goi ai nita sau da’y?”

“Bac si John Stillingfleet.”

“Ong ta 1a ai? P& néi Norma tdi nghiép bi dién va khong the ki€m so4t
dwoc y mudn giét nguwoi a?”

“Bing cAp clia 6ng &y s& cho phép dng ta dwa ra ching ct tic dong tai
toa n€u can thi€t.”

“Ong 4y ¢6 biét c¢6 bé khong?”

“T6i phai noi 1a rat nhiéu. Co6 &y da dwoec 6ng cham soc va theo doi ke
ttr cdi ngdy ba bt giip cd ta & quan Café Shamrock.”

“Ai da dan c0 ta dén day?”

Poirot mim cudi. “La toi. Toi da sip dit trwée qua dién thoai, trede khi
toi d€n quan de gap ba.”

“That w? T6i ludn thay that vong va thic giuc 6ng phai lam gi daYy...
nhwng thyce ra 1a 6ng ¢6 lam. Va 6ng khdng hé néi vai toi! Sao thé Poirot?
Khong mot ti€ng! Sao 6ng ¢6 the... lanh lung nhd mon nhw vay.”

“Purng tirc gidn thwa ba. To6i xin ba ddy. T6i lam moi chuyén chi mong
sao k&t qua dworc t6t nha't thoi.”

“Moi nguoi ludn néi vy sau khi ho lam nhitng chuyén khi€n nguwoi
khéc phdt r6. Ong con 1am gi nira khong?”

“T6i da sdp x&p d€ c6 thé tiép tuc 1am viéc vdi bd co Ay, d& ¢ the bio
dam co &y dwgc an toan.”

“Nghia la x&€p dat vi bac st Stillingwater nay?”



“Stillingfleet. Pung vay.”

“Lam sao ma 6ng c6 theé’ lam dwoc nhw vay? Toi khdng the hinh dung ra
bd chia ¢d bé lai chon dng d€ gidp sdp x&p nhitng chuyén nay. Ong &y c6 vé
khong tin twedng nguoi nwdc ngoai.”

“T6i phai ¢6 ép Ong Ay... nhw nha do thuédt cd bdc con bai ma minh
mudn. T6i goi dng &Yy, va gid vo' nhw ¢6 nhan dwoc mot biec thw tie chinh
ong nho t6i lam nhirng chuyén nay.”

“Va ong ta tin 6ng a?”

“Di nhién. T6i dwa 14 thw cho 6ng ta xem. N6 dwgrc soan tw van phong
ctiia 6ng &%y va c6 chinh chw ki cia 6ng ta... mdc du, nhw 6ng chi ra cho t6i,
nét chir khong phai la ctia 6ng.”

“C6 nghia la 6ng ty minh vi€t 14 thw d6?7”

“Dung vay. To1 da doan dung 1a nd s€ khi€n Ong ta t0 mo, va s€ mudn
gap t6i. Sau dd’y la dya vao kha nang thuy€t phuc cua t6i thoi.”

“Ong c6 néi v&i 6ng &y 12 Ong s& 1am gi v&i dng béc si Stillingfleet nay
chwa?”

“Chwa. T6i khong hé néi voi ai cd. C6 nhirtng nguy hi€m nhét dinh, nhw
ba c6 the¢' thay day.”

“Nguy hiém cho Norma?”

“Cho Norma, hay Norma la m&i hi€m hoa cho ai khac. Ngay toe ddu da
luén ¢ hai kha ning. Moi dién bién déu cé thé dwoc gidi thich theo hai
cach. Vu c& tinh dau doc ba Restarick von khdng du thuy€t phuc... né kéo
dai qud 14au, nén thyc sy khong th€ la y dinh gi€t nguoi. Sau d6 la céau
chuyén khong ro rang vE€ phat sting luc & khu Borodene Mansions nay... va

céa ciu chuyén vé con dao x&p va v&t mdu kho. Mdi Ian nhirng chuyén nay



xdy ra, Norma déu khong hé biét, khong thé€ nhd dwoe gi... CO ta tim thady
chat arsen trong ngén kéo ctia minh... nhwng lai khéng nho da bd né & do.
R'6i lai xac nhan veé viéc tri nhé bj dit khiic, hay nhirng khoang thoi gian
dai ma c6 khong th€ nhé dwore minh da lam gi. Khi nghe nhitng chuyén
nhw vay, ta phdi thic méc... khong biét nhitng gi ¢d ta néi c6 ding khong,
hay chinh ¢6 &%, vi li do cd nhan nao dd’y, dang bia ra ta't ca? Li€u c6 &y c¢6
phéi 1a nan nhan cia mot &m muwu khung khi€p di€n cudng nao day... hay
chinh c6 ta la ban tay phia sau moi chuyén? Phai ching c6 dang ty t6 vé
hinh 4nh ctia minh nhrr mot c6 gdi méc chirng tAm than ba't &n, hay that ra
co ta da rap tAm giét ngudi, va cd tinh tim cdch gidm nhe t6i?”

“Hém nay trong cd c6 vé khac la,” ba Olivers cham rdi néi. “Ong c6 d€'y
khong? R4t khac, khong con... khong con ngo’ nghéch nira.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Khong con 1a Ophelia... ma la Iphigeneia.”

C6 ti€ng dong mdi bén ngoai phong khach khién ca hai nguwoi phai
chuyén sy chi y.

“C6 phai la...” Ba Oliver ngung lai. Poirot da di dén ctra s6 va nhin
xudng khoanh san bén dwdi. Mot chiéc xe ctru thwong dang dau & day.

“Ho dén dem ‘nd’ di a?” Ba Olivers hoi, giong run run. R6i lai budt
miéng day thwong ti€c: “Toi nghi€p Chang Cong.”

“Ping nao ciu Ay ciing chéng d4ng wa 14m,” Poirot n6i lanh lung.

“Cau ta ra't hao nhoang... Va con rat tré ntra,” ba Oliver noi.

“Po 1a tat cd nhirng gi ma cac quy cd can.” Poirot hé m& canh ctra
phong ngd va nhin ra ngoai. “Xin 16i,” ong ndi, “tdi phai chia tay ba mot

lac.”



“Ong di dau vay?” Ba Olivers hdi hoai nghi.

“Theo t6i hi€u thi d6 khong phai 1a mot cau héi nha nhan & da't nwoc
nay,” Poirot néi v&i vé khé chiu.

“Oi, t6i rat xin 16i.”

“Va d6 khong phai 1a 161 di dén toilet,” ba khé néi voi theo, va roi cling
hé mét nhin qua khe ctra.

Ba quay tré lai ctra s& d€ theo di dién bién bén dudi.

“Ong Restarick vira d&n trong mdt chi€c taxi,” ba thong bdo khi thay
Poirot kh€ lach minh tr¢ lai can phong mot vai phit sau. “Va Claudia cling
dén cing 6ng ta. Ong c6 vao dwoc phong cia Norma khong? Hay 13 chd
nao khac?”

“Phong Norma dang c6 canh sat & trong da’y.”

“That khong may cho ong. C6 gi trong chi€c phong bi den trén tay Ong
da’y?”

Poirot lai hdi ngworc lai

“Ba mang gi trong cdi tdi xdch ¢6 hinh nhirng con ngya Ba Tw?”

“Tdi mua sim ciia tdi 4? Chi c6 mot vai qua 1& va bor.”

“Vay n€u duorc, thi to1 s€ giao chi€c phong bi nay cho ba. Lam on xin
dwng quang quat hay bép méo né.”

“Cai gi vay?”

“Mot thir ma tdi da hy vong c6 thé tim dwoe... va dd tim dwoc... A, ¢6
vé moi thir dang tang ti€n...” 6ng am chi dén ti€ng On ngay cang nhiéu &
bén ngoai.

Lo ctia Poirot ngén ngii ma néi 1én ta't ca, ba Oliver nghi tham.

Giong ctia Restarick ddy gian dir. Claudia bt may dién thoai. Thodng



thd’y bong dang cua vién thw ki canh sat dang di d&€n phong bén canh de€’18y
loi khai tr Frances Carry va mdt ba Jacobs nao d6. Nhirng céng viéc theo
tuan tr dién ra, va cudi cung thi hai ngwoi dan 6ng ¢cAm mdy anh ciing roi
khaoi do.

R6i d6t nhién ngwoi thanh nién I€u khéu téc dd ti€n vao phong cua
Claudia.

Khong hé d€y dén ba Olivers, cdu ta néi ngay v&i Poirot.

“Co ta lam gi r'6i? Gi€t ngwoi w? La ai? Ciu ban trai a?”

N

“U‘”

“Co ta thwra nhan sao?”

“Co vé the.”

“Thé& van chua di. C6 ta c6 néi chic chin khong?”

“T6i khong nghe tryc ti€p tw cd &y. Toi khdng cé co hdi hdi ¢6 ta ba't cir
diéu gi.”

MOoét vién canh sat nhin vao.

“Bdc si Stillingfleet?” anh ta hdi. “Béc si phdp y muén néi chuyén voi
ong.”
Béc si Stillingfleet gat dau roi theo vién canh sat ra ngoai.
“Ra dé la bac si Stillingfleet,” ba Oliver n6i. Lwong Iy trong gidy l4t, ba

ti€p tuc, “qua la mdt ngwoi dac biét nhi.”



CHUONG 23

Chénh thanh tra Neele 16i mot tor gidy ra tredc mat, ghi voi vai dong 1én
da’y, r'oi thoang nhin qua nam ngwoi con lai & trong phong. Giong clia 6ng
rat manh mé va trang trong.

“Ba Jacobs?” éng néi. Ong nhin vé vién canh sat ditng & ctra. “Toi biét
trung si Connolly da 18y 1o khai ctia ba %y, nhwng t6i mu6n ty minh hoi
thém ba ta mot s6 cau.”

Ba Jacobs dwoc dwa vao phong vai phit sau dé. Neele lich sy dirng day
chao ba.

“T6i 12 Chanh thanh tra Neele,” dng néi va bét tay vdi ba. “Xin 18i vi
phdi lam phién ba mdt [an ntra. Nhung Tan nay khong c6 gi nghiém trong
ca. T6i chi mudn biét rd hon Vé nhirng gi ba tha’y va nghe dwoc. Toi e rang
ba s€ cam tha’y ra't dau kho...”

“Pau khd thi khong,” ba Jacobs néi, ng6i xudng chi€c gh&” ma vi thanh
tra moi. “Tat nhién 1la mot cd s6¢c, nhwng khdng giy ra dau khd gi cho t6i
cd.” Ba néi thém, “c6 vé cac ong da don dep chd nay rat tot.”

Ong do4n ba dang néi dén viéc dua thi the di khoi dé.

Cip mit clia ba, tinh trong va sic sdo, lwdt nhe qua nhitng ngwdi ¢6 mit

trong can phong do, td ra ngac nhién v&i Poirot (day 1a ai thé?), c6 dbi chut



to mo khi thdy ba Olivers, sy ngeong md voi mai téc dd cia bac si
Stillingfleet, gt dau nhe nhw bay to sy thong cam ctia mdt ngwoi hang xém
voi Claudia, va cudi cung la sy thwong hai d6i véi 6ng Andrew Restarick.

“Ong &Yy chic hin 1a bd con bé,” ba néi vai Ong ta. “Loi chia sé cia mot
ngwoi xa la von khong ¢ may gid tri. Nén tot nha't 1a khong nén ndi ra.
Nhwng ngay nay chiing ta s6ng trong mot thé” gidi rd't buon... ¢6 vé nhw
vay. Theo t6i nghi thi con gdi phai hoc qua nhi€éu.” Sau d6 ba diém tinh
quay mdt vé phia thanh tra Neele. “Vang?”

“T6i mudn ba, ba Jacobs, hay ty k&' lai tdt ca nhirng gi ba thdy va nghe.”

“T6i cho 1a n6 s€ khong giong voi nhieng gi téi da ndi,” ba Jacobs thinh
linh néi. “N6 1a nhu thé ma, dng bigt ddy. Ai ciing c¢d gdng md ta chinh xdc
nha't ¢6 the, thé nén s€ ndéi nhi€u hon. Téi khdng cho 1a ai ding hon ai; toi
nghi 1a ngwoi ta vo thirc thém vao nhirng di€u ma ho cho 1a ho ¢6 thé€ hoic
da nhin thay... hay nghe thay. Nhung toi s& c& hét sitc minh. B4t dau v&i
ti€ng la hét. N6 khién t61 giat minh. T6i nghi c¢6 ai d6 da bi thwong. Nén t61
dad ra dén ctra khi c6 ai d6 bit dau dap vao né va la hét. Tdi mé ra thi nhin
tha'y d6 la hang x6m sat bén canh... mdt trong ba cd gai dang sdOng & nha
67.Toi e 1a minh khong biét tén cd dy, du tdi ¢6 thé’ nhan ra ¢6 ta.”

“Frances Cary,” Claudia noi.

“Cd &y trong rat hodng loan, va 1dp bip diéu gi d6 vé mot ngudi ndo dé
da chét... mot ngwoi ma cd biét... David gi ddy... t6i khdong nghe dwgrc ho
cua anh ta. C6 &y khéc 16c va run ray. Toi dwa ¢6 vao nha, rot cho co ay ly
reou roi chay sang xem sao.”

Moi nguoi déu cim thiy rang ngwdi nhw ba Jacobs chic chin s& lam
the".

“Ong biét toi thA'y gi ma. Toi ¢6 ¢an md ta canh d6 khong?”



“C6 1& 1a ngin gon thdi.”

“MOot cau thanh nién, tré trung hién dai... quan 4o loe loet va maéi téc
dai. Nim ba't dong trén san nha va rd rang 13 dd chét. Ao so’ mi ciu ta dong
clrng mau.”

Stillingfleet cwa quay. Quay dau lai ham hd nhin ba Jacobs.

“Sau do, to1 nhan ra c6 mot co gai trong phong. Co ta dang cam mdt con
dao lam bé&p. Trong c6 c6 vé kha binh tinh va than nhién... that sy 1a ra't ky
la.”

Stillingfleet hédi: “C6 &y c6 néi gi khdong?”
“Cd &y néi 12 cd dd vao phong tim d€ rira v&t mdu trén tay... va roi bao
la: ‘Nhwng khong thé€ rira nhirng thr nhw thé nay dwoe, ding khong?””

“Co ta ndi ‘v&€t mau chét tiét’, c6 phai khong?”

“Téi khong cho ring c6 &y khiéh t6i lién twéng d&n Quy ba Macbeth.
Co aYy... n6i th€ nao nhi?... hoan toan di€m tinh. R6i ¢6 ddt con dao xuéng
ban va ng 61 xuong ghe’.”

“Cd ta con néi gi khdc khong?” Chanh Thanh tra Neele hdi, mét nhin
vao ghi chi nguéch ngoac dat phia tredc mat minh.

“Gi d6 vé thi han. Ring that nguy hi€m khi ghét ba't cit ai.”

“Cod Ay c6 ndéi gi d6 vé ‘David dang thwong’, phdi khong? Ring co
muon thoat khoi ciu ta.”

“To1 quén chi ti€t d6 roi. Vang. Co6 &y ndi vE viéc ciu ta goi cd dén
day... va gi dd’y nra v€ Louise.”

“Co ay noi gi vé Louise?” P&n lwot Poirot hdi, chdm manh vé phia
triede. Ba Jacobs nhin 6ng nghi ngai.

“Thyc sy la khdong c6 gi, chi dé cap dén cai tén thdi. ‘Gidng nhu



Louise’, c6 néi, va roi nging lai. P 13 sau khi c6 ta bdo rang viéc cim ghét
nguwoi khac that khéng an toan...”

“Va sau do?”

“Sau d6 c6 2y kha binh tinh n6i 1a t6i né€n goi canh sat. Va t6i lam theo.
Ching t6i chi... ng'di d6 dén khi ho t&i... Toéi khdong nghi 1a t6i nén d€ cd ta
mdt minh. Ching t6i khong néi gi ca. C6 a8y nhw dang mi€n man trong suy
nghi riéng, va t6i... a that tinh ma ndi thi t6i khong nghi ra dwoe gi de€ noi
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ca.

“Ba ¢6 th€ nhin thdy Ia tinh thdn c6 &y khong on dinh, ding khong?”
Andrew Restarick néi. “C6 th€ thdy 1a con bé tdi nghiép khdng bi€t minh
d3 1am gi hodc 1y do tai sao, phai khong?” Ong nhw van xin... ¢y hy vong.

“Néu dau hiéu cta sy ba't on vé tinh than la trong hoan toan ty chd va
binh tinh sau khi gi€t nguoi, thi téi s€ d6ng y v&i 6ng.”

Ba Jacobs néi voi giong hoan toan khdong dong y.

Stillingfleet lai hoi: “Ba Jacobs a, da c¢6 ba't cir lic nao cd ta thira nhin
minh da giét ngwoi khong?”

“A, vang. Lic ndy toi nén dé cdp diéu ndy... d6 1a cAu dau tién co Ay
no6i. Nhu thé€ ¢ ta dang trd 10 cau hoi cda ai d6. Co néi: ‘Ping. Toi da giét
anh ta’. Va sau do ti€p tuc n6i vE€ viéc di rira tay.”

Restarick rén ri va vii mat vao hai ban tay. Claudia dat tay l1én cénh tay
ctia ong.

Poirot no6i: “Ba Jacobs, ba néi 1a ¢6 &y ddt con dao xudng ban. C6 gan
ba khdng? Ba nhin tha’y r6 rang cht? C6 phai l1a con dao ciing da dwoc rira
sach khong?”

Ba Jacobs ngdp ngung nhin Chanh Thanh tra Neele. R6 rang ba cam



tha’y Poirot da dwa ra mot nhan xét khong lién quan va khong chinh thirc
trong cudc tham van co 1€ 1a chinh thiec nay.

“Ba ¢6 th€ vui long tra loi cau héi dé dwgre khong?” Neele noi.

“Khong... tdi khdng nghi ring con dao di dwoc rira hodic lau sach. N6
da bi doi mau do chat gi d6 sén sét va bay nhay.”

“A.” Poirot dwa ra sau gh¢’.

“T6i twdng la 6ng phai bi€t hét vé con dao kia chir,” ba Jacobs nhw dang
budc tdi Neele. “Canh sat cac 6ng khong ki€m tra né a? Néu ma khong thi
c6 vé nhw quy trinh cda cdc 6ng that 16ng 1é0.”

“O, vang, canh sat da ki€m tra n6 roi,” Neele néi. “Nhung ching toi...
a... luon mudn chirng thirc moi chuyén.”

Ba phéng cho dng cdi nhin sic sio. “Y 6ng 1 cdc 6Hng mudn biet xem
quan sat clia cdc nhan ching chinh xac dén mic nao, ding khéng? Xem
bao nhiéu la ho bia ra, bao nhi€u la thyc sy nhin tha’y, hoac nght rﬁng ho da
nhin thay.”

Ong Chénh thanh tra cwdi nhe va néi: “Toi khong nghi 13 chiing toi nghi
ngo’ gi ba dau, ba Jacobs a. Ba sé 1a m6t nhan ching tuyét voi.”

“T6i khong hing thi véi viée nay 1dm. Nhung tdi cho 12 minh khong ¢
céach nao khac.”

“Tbi e 1a nhw vAy. Cam on ba, ba Jacobs.” Ong nhin quanh. “C6 ai c6
ba't ky cau héi nao khac khong?”

Poirot ra hiéu la ¢6. Ba Jacobs dwng lai gan ctra ra vao, td vé khong hai
long.

“Vang?” ba noi.

“Veé viéc nhac dén nguoi nao d6 tén Louise. Ba ¢6 biét y cd ta la ai



khong?”

“Lam sao ma t61 bi€t dwoc?”

“Co6 the' nao cd &y dang mudn néi dé€n ba Louise Charpentier khong? Ba
bi€t ba Charpentier, dung khong?”

“T61 khong.”

“Ba bi€t 1a ba &y nhay ra khoi ctra sO trong khu can hd nay gan day ma,
phai khong?”

“A, viéc d&y thi ta't nhién 12 toi biét. T6i khong biét ho tén ddy di cla
ba Louise, va t61 ciing khong quen ba 8y.”

“Hodc ¢ 1€ 1a ciing khong mudn ti€p xdc voi ba dy?”

“T6i khong néi nhw vy, vi ba ta d@ mat roi. Nhung toi thira nhan ring
viéc &y cling kha ding. Khong ma’y ai thich ba d'y; t6i va nhiéu ngwoi khac
da thwong xuyén phan nan voi quan 1y ¢ day.”

“Chinh xac la vé chuyén gi?”

“Théng th&n ma néi, ba &y nghién rwou. Cin hd clia ba ta nim & ting
cao nha't ngay bén trén toi, va lién tuc ti€c tung gdy mat trat tg, ly vor, vat
dung bi d0, ca hat va la hét, va ¢6 ra't nhiéu nguoi... a... d&€n va di.”

“Co le laba &y co don,” Poirot goi ¥.

“P6 khong phai 12 &n twong vé ba &y,” ba Jacobs néi gay git. “Tai cude
diéu tra nguoi ta ¢6 ndi la ba &y chdn nan vé tinh trang stirc khde ctia minh.
Hoan toan la do twdng twong thdi. C6 vé nhw chéng cé van dé gi voi ba y
ca.”

Va sau khi chi chi€t khong thwong ti€c ba Charpentier qua c6', ba Jacobs
roi di.

Poirot chuyén st chi ¥ ciia minh sang Andrew Restarick. Ong hoi t& nhi:



“T6i néi ding khong, 6ng Restarick, ring cé thdi gian 6ng ra't than véi ba
Charpentier?”

Restarick khong tra 1oi ngay. Sau d6, 6ng thé’ dai va nhin sang Poirot.

“Vang. Pa c6 lic, nhiéu nam tredre ddy, toi ra't than voi ba &y... Khong
sao, toi c¢6 th€ ndi, nhan danh ba Charpentier. Khi &y, ba c6 tén 1a Louise
Birell.”

“Ong d4... A... yéu ba ta!”

“Vang, toi di yéu ngudi y... Mot cich say ddm! Va bd roi vor minh.
Ching t6i cung di d&n Nam Phi. Sau chwra ddy mdt nam thi moi viéc do vo.
Co &y quay tré lai Anh. Tw ddy t6i khong nghe thém tin tirc gi twe ba ta. T6i
tham chi con khdng biét ba da tréd thanh ngwoi nhw thé nao.”

“Thé& con con géi ctia 6ng thi sao? Co Ay ciing bi€t Louise Bireil chx?”

“Chéc chéin 1a khong nhé r'di. Con bé méi c6 nim tudi!”

“Nhung cd &y c6 bi€t ba ta khong?” Poirot van tiép tuc.

“Co,” Restarick no1 cham rai. “Con bé cé bi€t Louise. La vi Louise ¢c6
dén nha ching t6i. C6 &y thwong choi véi con bé.”

“Nén c6 th€ 1a ¢O6 ta vin nhd ba Ay, ngay cd sau do rdt lau, ding
khong?”

“T6i khong bi€t. Toi don gidn la khong bi€t. Té6i khong bi€t Louise
trong nhw thé nao; va da thay doi ra sao. Nhw t6i da néi, to6i khéng bao gio’
gdp lai ba.”

Poirot nhe nhang néi: “Nhwng 6ng c6 nghe tin tw ba &Yy, phai khong, 6ng
Restarick? Y toi 1a sau khi 6ng quay lai Anh, 6ng c6 nghe tin tirc ciia ba ta,
c6 phai khong?”

M6t Tan nira Ong ta lai ngdp ngwng, r'oi thd dai budn ba: “Ping... Toi



cé nghe tin tirc cua ¢6 aYy...” Restarick noi.

Va roéi, dot nhién thdy to mo, 6ng hoi: “Lam thé nao ma 6ng bi€t dwoc
chuyén nay, ong Poirot?”

Poirot rit ttr tii ra mdt manh gid’y dwoc gdp gon gang. Ong mé nd ra va
dwa cho Restarick.

Ong Restarick hoi cau may va bdi rd1 nhin no.

Andy than,
Em doc bdo va thdy la anh quay vé roi. Chiing ta phdi gdp nhau dé’ so

sdanh cdc ghi chép nhw nhitng gi chiing ta vin lam trweoc gio. ..
L4 thw bj ngit quing & day - va roi lai bat dau.

Andy a... Podn xem day la ai! Louise ddy. Pwng noi la anh da quén
em!...

Andy than,

Nhw anh thdy ¢ ddu thw, em hién trong cung khu nha voi cé thw ky cia
anh. Thé gioi thdt la nhé bé ma! Chiing ta phdi gdp nhau. Anh co thé dén
uong vo'i em mot ly vao thie Hai hay thwe Ba tuén sau khong?

Andy thwong mén, em nhdt dinh phdi gdp lai anh... Khong co ai trén
doi nay la quan trong voi em cd, ngoai trie anh... anh ciing chwa thdt sw

quén em ma, co phdi khong?

“Lam th& nao ma ong ¢6 duoc cdi nay?” Restarick go nhe tor gid'y, tO mo
héi Poirot.

N A N e bl A A AL X A A A A, ,
“Tw mdt ngroi ban cua toé1 thong qua chi€c xe van chuyen ndi that,”



Poirot no1, li€c nhin ba Oliver.

Restarick nhin ba ta khong thién y.

“To61 khong bi€t lam gi khéac,” ba Oliver n6i, nhw mudn thanh minh cho
anh nhin vira ndy. “Nguoi ta dang chuyén d'6 dac cia ba &y ra ngoai, va r'oi
ho d€ rovi ban, ngan kéo roi ra va lam phén tan ra't nhiéu thi, va gi6 thoi tor
gid’y kia doc theo san, nén t6i nhat né 1én va cd tra lai cho ho, nhwng ho
dang néng gian va khong muén nd, vi vay t6i bd nd vao trong tii 4o khodc
ma khong suy nghi gi cd. Va toi chwa bao gio nhin dén né cho dén chiéu
nay khi t6i dang don tui tredrc khi gii 4o di gidt. Nén né thye sy khong phai
12 10i ctia t6i.” Ba dirng lai, thé gdp.

“Ba &y cudi cung c6 viet thw cho 6ng khdng?” Poirot hoi.

“C6... viét nghiém chinh hon! T6i da khéng tra loi. T6i cho 1a nhu thé’
s€ tot hon.”

“Ong khong mudn gip lai ba ta a?”

“Khong hé! Co ta la ngwoi dac biét kho tinh... luén luén nhw thé'. Va toi
c6 nghe n6i vE ¢b aYy... dai loai nhw nghién rwou ndng. Va ciing... nhing
di€éu khic nwa.”

“Ong c6 git bic thw ba 4y g&i khong?”

“Khong, to1 xé n6 roi!”

Bac si Stillingfleet dot ngdt hdi: “Con gai 6ng cé bao gior néi vé ba ta
voi ong khong?”

Restarick dwong nhwr khong mudn tra 1oi.

Béc si Stillingfleet nai ni: “N&u c6 thi c¢6 the la tinh ti€t quan trong da'y,
ong bi€t ma.”

“Badc si cac nguoi! Co, con bé cé nhac dén c6 ta mot Ian.”



“Chinh x4c l1a c6 8y da n6i gi?”

“N6 néi kha ba't ngo: ‘Hom triedre con ¢ gap cd Louise, b6 a’. T6i hoi
giat minh. T6i néi: ‘Con gdp & dau?’ Va con bé trad lovi: “Trong nha hang cua
khu cidn hd con dang &’. T6i c6 hoi xau hd. Toi néi: ‘B chwa bao gior nghi
la con s€ nh& ¢d &y’. Va n6 néi: ‘Con chwa bao gior quén. Me sé khong d€
con lam th& dau, ngay ca khi con muén’.”

“Vang,” bac si Stillingfleet n6i. “Pung, viéc nay quan trong day.”

“Va c0, thra ¢6,” Poirot noi, quay dot ngot ve phia Claudia. “Norma c6
bao gio’ néi v&i ¢ vé Louise Charpentier khong?”

“C6... sau vu ty te. Co &y ndi gi d6 vEé viéc ba ta 1a modt ngwoi phu ni
ddc ac. Cach ¢6 ta néi nghe ra't tré con, né€u 6ng hiéu y t6i.”

“Pém... hay ding hon 1a sang sé'm lic ma ba Charpentier ty sat, cd ¢ &
nha phai khong?”

“Khong, dém do to1 khong c6 nha! Ngay hom sau khi quay ve thi t6i co
nghe n6i.”

C6 hoi quay sang Restarick... “Ong c¢6 nhé khong? D6 1a ngay hai
muoi ba. Luc d6 to1 di Liverpool.”

“Véng, td't nhién réi. C6 dai dién t6i d€n budi hop v&i Hever Trust.”

Poirot néi: “Nhung dém &y Norma ngu & day phai khong?”

“Puing thé?” Claudia to vé kho chiu.

“Claudia?” Restarick dat tay 1€n tay c6. “Co6 bi€t gi v€ Norma a? Cé
chuyén gi d6. C6 diéu gi ma c6 dang gidu.”

“Khong c6 gi! Co gi vE cb ta ma td1 nén bi€t sao?”

“Co cho ring cd &y thit dién r6, phai khong?” Bic si Stillingfleet nhw

dang tro chuyén. “Co gai v&i mdi téc den ciing nghi thé. Va ong nira,” 6ng



néi thém, dot nhién quay sang Restarick. “Tat ca ching ta déu cw xt& than
thién va tranh ban vé chi dé nay va déu suy nghi teong tw! Ngoai trir ngai
Chanh Thanh tra. Ong &y dang khong nghi dén bat cit diéu gi ca. Ong chi
dang thu thip cdc sy kién: 1a ngwoi dién hay ké sat nhan. Con ba thi sao,
thwa ba?”

“T6i?” Ba Oliver giat ndy ngwoi. “Toi... khong biét.”

“Ba ngai phan xét a? To6i khong d6 16i cho ba dau. That 1a khé. Nhin
chung, hau hét moi ngwoi déu cho la minh ding. Ho chi dung céc thuit
nglt khiac nhau d€ dién dat thdi. Ng& ngah dién khing. Vo cling ngdc
nghé&ch. bién. Tam than. Ao twdng. C6 ai nghi ring co gdi d6 hoan toan
binh thwong khdng?”

“Ba Battersby,” Poirot noi.

“Ai la ba Battersby ch?”

“Ba hiéu truong.”

“Néu tdi c6 con gii, toi s€ gii ndé dén treong ba Ay... di nhién la toi
khac. T6i biét téi bi€t moi thir vEé co bé do!”

B& Norma nhin 6ng chdm chim.

“Nguwdi dan 6ng nay 13 ai?” dng hdi Neele. “Ong ta néi ring éng &y biét
moi thir V& con gai toi 1a nghia gi?”

“To61 bi€t co ay,” Stillingfleet néi, “vi c6 ta dwoe t6i cham séc trong
muwoi ngay qua.”

“Bac si Stillingfleet,” Chanh Thanh tra Neele n6i. “La mot béac si tam
than noi ti€ng va c6 chuyén mon cao.”

“Va lam th& nao con bé roi vao tay 6ng... ma khong cé sy dong y cta

toi tredee tién?”



“Hay hoi ngai Ria mép,” bac si Stillingfleet, gt dau vé hwdng Poirot.

“Ong...0ng...” Restarick gian di¥ khong néi nén 151.

Poirot diém tinh néi: “T6i dd lam theo hwéng din cia 6ng. Ong mudn
cd bé dwore chdm séc va bao vé n€u tim thdy co ta. Toi da tim thdy co Ay...
va toi da thuyé&t phuc dwoc bac si Stillingfleet voi treong hop chia co Ay.
Co6 ta dang gdp nguy hiém, 6ng Restarick a, rat nghiém trong.”

“Khong gi ¢6 th€ nguy hi€m hon cho con bé dwore nira! N6 da bj bat vi
toi giét nguoi!”

“Chinh x4c thi ¢6 &y vin chwa bj budc t6i,” Neele thi thdm. Ong tiép
tuc: “Béc s Stillingfleet, theo toi hi€u thi dng sin sang dwa ra nhitng nhin
xét chuyén mon vEé trang thdi tinh than cta c6 Restarick, va viéc ¢ &y ¢6
bi€t ban cha't va y nghia hanh vi ciia minh hay khong, c6 ding khong?”

“Chiing ta c¢6 thé danh viéc dp dung dao luat M’Naughten cho toa an,”
Stillingfleet n6i. “Pon gian nhirng gi 6ng mudn bi€t by gio, 1a li€u c6 Ay
c6 dién khong hay la binh thwong? Pwgc roi, tdi sé cho dng biét. Co ta

binh thwong... tinh tdo giong ba't ky ai dang ng'6i trong can phong nay!”



CHUONG 24

Ho nhin 6ng cham cham.

“Khodng ngo dén, c6 phai khong?”

Restarick gian dit néi: “Ong sai r6i. Con bé tham chi khdng biét né da
lam gi. N6 vO tdi... hoan toan vd toi. N6 khong th€ chiu trach nhiém cho
nhtrng gi n6 khong bi€t 1a minh da lam.”

“Ong hay d€ t6i néi tron. Toi biét toi dang néi gi. Ong thi khong. C6 gai
d6 binh thwong va cé trach nhiém vé hanh dong cia minh. Mot 1at nira hay
cho cd &y vao va d€ cd &y ty néi. Co6 ta la ngwoi duy nhat da khdng c6 co
hoi 1én tiéng cho minh! O, diing rdi, ho van con gitt ¢d 4y & ddy... nhdt
trong phong cing v&i mdt nt canh sat. Nhwng trwedre khi chat van co 2y,
moi ngwoi nén biét tredre viée nay: Khi cd &y dén chd toi, ¢o ta dd udng ra't
nhiéu thudc.”

“Chinh hén d3 dwa cho con bé!” Restarick hét 1én. “La thang suy d'6i,
bi€n cha't kia.”

“Cau ta da tap cho co aYy, khong c6 gi d€ nghi ngo ca.”

“Lay Chua,” Restarick n6i. “Cam on Chda.”

“Ong dang cam ta Chda vé diéu gi?”

“T6i nham. T6i twdng 6ng sap ném con bé vao miéng cop khi cir nhac di



nhéc lai viéc né hoan toan lanh manh va binh thwong. Tdi da nghi sai vé
ong. Ta't ca 1a do thudc ma ra. N6 khi€n con bé lam diéu ma né sé khong
bao gio’ mudn lam, va khi€n n6é khéng nhé dwge 1a minh da lam gi.”

Stillingfleet cao giong: “Néu 6ng d€ cho t6i néi thay vi ctr ty ndi, va
ngtrng cho rang minh biét td't cd moi thir, thi chiing ta c6 thé tiép tuc duworc.
Truwdc hét, c6 ta khdong phai 1a con nghién. Khdng c6 vét tiém nao. CO ciing
khong hit cdcain. Ai d6, ¢6 khi 1a cau ban, hodc cé th€ la ngwoi khac, da
thud’c ¢6 ta ma cd ta khong hé€ bi€t. Khong don thuan chi 1a mdt hai vién
theo xu hwdng bay gio. Ma la sy pha trdn cua nhi€u loai khac nhau... LSD
gay ra chudi gidc mo' sdng dong nhu that, cAn sa bép méo thoi gian, khién
co tin ring viéc gi dAy kéo dai ca tiéng thay 1a chi vai phit. Va nhiéu cic
chat ra't la khac ma t6i khong cé y dinh d€ cho moi nguwoi & day biét. Co ai
dé6 ra't ranh céc loai thudc da choi tro dia nguc vui vé véi ¢ ta. Chat kich
thich, thudc an than, ta't cd d€u d¢€ ki€m sodt c6 ay, va khi€n cb ty nghi
ring minh 12 mdt ngwdi hoan toan khéc.”

Restarick ngit 1oi: “P6 1a nhirng gi t6i néi. Norma khdng phai chiu trach
nhiém! Ai d6 da th6éi mién con bé lam nhwrng viéc nay.”

“Ong van chwa hiu ra! Khong ai ¢6 the khién cb ta 1am nhitng gi c¢d 4y
khong mudn! Nhitng gi ho c¢6 the 1am, 14 1am cd &y nghi ring cb 4y da lam
diéu d6. Bay gior ching ta hay cho ¢6 &y vao va cho ¢6 &y biét nhirng gi da
xay ra voi ¢d 8y.”

Ong nhin Chanh Thanh tra Neele do hdi, va nhan dwoc cdi gat dau.

Stillingfleet n6i v&ri dé€n Claudia, ldc 6ng di ra khdi phong khach. “C6 d€
c0 kia dau ro6i? Céi c6 ma c6 kéo ra khoi nha Jacobs, va cho udng thudc an
than &y? Trong phong cd ta 2? Tt hon hét 1a bit cd ta diy va bang cich

nao da’y kéo ra day. Ching ta s€ can moi sy gitp do’ c6 the' cd.”



Claudia ciing di ra khoi phong khach.

Stillingfleet tré 1ai, day Norma di, néi vai cau dong vién coc 16¢c. “Co gai
ngoan... Khong ai cin cd dau. Ngoi dé di.”

Co6 ng'6i ngoan ngodn. Trong van con hodng s

N canh sat lang vang gan ctra trong kha soc.

“Ta’t cd nhtrng gi téi yéu cau cb lam la néi 1én sy that. N6 khdong khé
khan nhw ¢6 nghi dau.”

Claudia dan Frances Cary dén. Frances ngdp dai. Mdi téc den nhu birc
man che nira miéng mdi khi ¢ 1am th€’

“Co can udng gi day,” Stillingfleet néi v&i ¢o ta.

“T6i mudn cac ngwoi cho toi di ngh,” Frances ram ri khdng nghe ro.

“Khong ai dworc phép ngd cho dén khi t6i da xong viéc vaoi ho! Nao,
Norma, hdy tra 1o cAu hdi clia toi... Nguoi hang x6m cta cd néi ring cd
thd nhan v&i ba Ay 1a da giét David Baker. C6 phai khong?”

C06 ngoan ngoan no6i: “bung. Toi da gie€t David.”

“C6 dam anh ta a?”

“Vang.”

“Lam sao ma c6 bi€t la c6 da lam viéc day?”

C6 hoi boi rdi. “Toi khong biét y ong 13 gi. Anh &y ndm trén san nha...
da chét.”

“Con dao lic ddy dang & dau?”

“T61 nhat né 1én.”

“N6 ¢6 mau trén d6 khong?”

“Cé. Trén 40 anh 8y nwra.”



“Cam gidc nhw thé nao... mau trén con dao? Mdu dinh trén tay ma cd
phai rira sach... c6 wot khong? Hay 1a giéng nhw mat dau hon?”

“N6 gidng nhw miet dau... dinh dinh.” C6 rung minh. “T6i da phai di rira
tay.”

“Ra‘t hop ly. Biéu nay da lién k&t moi thir lai v&i nhau rd't hop 1y. Nan
nhén, ké gi€t nguoi... cd... thém hung khi 1a hoan chinh. Th& cd c6 nh¢ da
thyc sy lam viéc d6 khong?”

“Khong... Toi khong nhé diéu d6... Nhung tdi chic 12 minh dd 1am thé,
c6 phai khong?”

“Pwng hdi t6i! T6i khong cé & d6. Co 1a ngwoi néi vay. Nhwng ¢6 mot
ngwoi khac da bi giét trweoe d6, c6 ding khong? Mot vu muu sat truedc
day.”

“Ong mudn néi... Louise?”

“Vang. Y tdi 1a Louise... Khi nao thi cd bt d4u nghi dén viéc giét ba
ta?”

“Lau 1im roi. O, cach day rat 1au r'oi.”

“Khi cd con 1a mot dira tré.”

“Vang.”

“Pa phai cho doi mot thoii gian dai, ¢6 phai khéng?”

“To61 gan nhw quén ma't chuyén ay.”

“Cho dén khi c6 nhin thdy va nhan ra ba ta?”

“Dung vay.”

“Khi con nhd, cd ra't ghét ba a'y. Tai sao vay?”

“Bdi vi ba ta da cwdp ma't b6 t6i.”

“Va khi€n me co khong vui?”



“Me t6i ghét Louise. Ba n6i Louise 1a mot nguoi thye s xau xa.”

“T6i cho 1a me ¢6 ndi v&i cd rat nhi€u veé ba ta, dding khong?”

“Vang. T6i woe gi da khong nhw thé'... T6i khong mubn lic nao ciing
nghe vé ba 8y.”

“Thoéi thwong 1a vay thoi... toi bi€t. Cam ghét. Khi c¢6 gdp lai ba aYy, c6
cO thyc sy mudn gi€t ba ta khong?”

Norma ngim nghi, vé tip trung y&u &t hién Ién trén mit ¢o. “Toi khong,
thie sy thi... Moi viéc da xay ra cach day rat 1au roi. Toi khong th€ twdng
twong ban than minh... d6 1a 1y do tai sao...”

“Tai sao c6 khong chic 12 c6 da 1am viéc da’y, phai khong?”

“Dung viy. T61 da c6 suy nghi kha dién ro la té1 da khong gi€t ba 2.
Ring tat ca chi 1a mot gidc mo. Ring c6 18 ba ta thue si dd ty nhay ra khdi
ctra s0.”

“Vang... tai sao lai khong?”

“B&i vi toi bi€t toi da lam diéu do... tdi ¢6 nodi la toi da lam the”

“C6 néi rang cd di 1am th&" a? C6 néi v&i ai?”

Norma lic dau. “T6i khong thé... D6 1a mot ngudi rat tdt... da cd ging
gidp do tdi. CO ta bdo rang cd s& gid vor nhwr khdng biét gi.” Cd tiép tuc, 1o
néi tudn nhanh va ddy hao hing: “T6i dirng bén ngoai cira nha Louise,
canh ctra s& 76, tdi chi vira m&i bwde ra. Toi twdng 1a minh da mong du.
Ho... ¢6 @Yy... cho t6i biét 1a ¢c6 mot vu tai nan. O dudi san. CH Ay ctr néi
ring chuyén nay khong lién quan gi dén tdi. S& khdng ai biét dwoc... Va toi
thi khong th€ nhd minh da lam gi... nhung c6 gi ddy trong tay t6i...”

“Cai gi? La thit gi? Y ¢6 1a mau?”

“Khong, khéng phdi mdu... ma 1a manh rach cida birc man. Khi t6i day



ba ta ra ngoai.”

“C0 nh& minh da day ba ta ra ngoai, ding khong?”

“Khong, khong. Day m&i la diéu khung khi€p. T6i khdng nhd bat cir
diéu gi. b6 la 1y do tai sao t61 con hy vong. Tai sao to1 da di néi...” CO
quay ddu vé phia Poirot, “v&i 6ng dy...” CO6 lai nhin Stillingfleet. “T6i
khong bao gio nhd nhirng gi minh da lam, khong nhd ba't ck diéu gi.
Nhung t6i ngay cang tré nén s hai hon. Vi ¢6 rad't nhiéu khoang thoi gian
dai tro'ng rong... ma to6i khong th€ giai thich, hay nhé dwgc minh da & dau
va lam gi. Nhung toi tim th&’y... nhirng thir ma c6 1€ t6i da gidu di. Mary da
bi t61 dau doc, bénh vién da phat hién ra ba ta bi dau doc. Va t61 tim thay
chai thudc diét cd trong ngéan kéo. O ddy c6 mdt con dao bim va c6 mdt
khau sing ma toi thAm chi con khong bi€t minh da mua né! Toi da gi€t
ngwoi, nhung t6i khdng nhd minh gié€t chét ho, vi vay t6i khdng thye sy 1a
ké gi€t nguwoi... T6i chi... bi dién! Cudi cung t6i da nhin ra diéu nay. T6i
bi dién, va toi khong lam gi khiac dwoc. Nguwoi ta khong the€ d6 16i cho
nhirng hanh ddng Iic dang dién. N&u tbi c6 th€ dén day va thadm chi gi€t
chét David, n6 cho tha’y 1a t6i bi dién, c6 phai khong?”

“Co ra't mudn dugce di€n, dung khong?”

“T61, vang, to1 nghi vay.”

“Néu vay, tai sao cd lai thd nhan v&i ai d6 rang cd da ddy mot ngudi phu
nir ra ngoai ctra sO va gi€t chét ba ta? Cod da k€ chuyén nay vaéi ai?”

Norma quay dau lai, ngdp ngwng. Sau d6 gio’ tay chi. “T6i da néi voi
Claudia.”

“Pi€u do hoan toan khong dung.” Claudia nhin ¢6 khinh miét. “Ciu
khong bao gio’ néi ba't cr di€u gi nhw thé voi to!”

“Td ¢6. TO n6i v&i cdu ma.”



“Khi nao? O dau?”

“To... khong biét.”

“Cau 4y néi véi t& ring cau Ay da thd nhan ta't ca v&i cdu,” Frances mo’
mang néi. “Thanh thit ma ndi, t& da nghi la ciu &y bi kich dong va bja ra
toan bd.”

Stillingfleet nhin qua Poirot.

“C0 4y c6 the twdng twong ra ta't cd viéc ndy,” Poirot néi. “Van ¢ kha
ning d6. Nhwng né€u nhw vay, ching t6i s€ phai tim ra dwgc dong co’, mot
nguyén nhan manh mé&, d€ gii thich tai sao cd &y lai mong mudn hai nguoi
la Louise Charpentier va David Baker chét di. Cam ghét tw ldc con nhd?
Chuyén da xay ra tw rd't lau va da quén mat roi. Vo ly! David... chi d¢
‘thoat khdi anh &y’? P&y khong phai 1a 1y do ma cac cd gai giét nguoi.
Chung t61 can dong co’ manh hon th€’. Chfmg han nhw rat nhi€u tién... hay
néi 1a... 1ong tham!” Ong nhin quanh va giong néi tré lai binh thuong.
“Ching ta van ¢in thém it sy gidp d& nia. Van coOn mot ngwedi mat tich.
Vo 6ng c6 & day khong, ong Restarick?”

“T6i khong biét Mary dang & dau. T6i da goi cho ¢6 ay. Claudia da d¢
lai 1&i nhin & khip moi noi ma toi c6 th€ nghi d&n dwoc. By gior co Ay ¢
1€ it nha't da phai goi lai.”

“Co I€ chung ta da nghi sai roi,” Hercule Poirot n6i. “Noéi cach khéac, c6
1€ ba ta it nhat phan nao dang & day r'6i.”

“Y 6ng 12 cdi quy gi thé?” Restarick hét 1én gian di.

“T6i c6 thé’ lam phién ba chiit khong?”

Poirot nghiéng ngudi vé phia ba Oliver. Ba Oliver nhin chdm cham.

“Cai phong bi ma toi giao cho ba...”



“A.” Ba Oliver lyc trong tdi mua sim cta minh. Ba dwa lai phong bi mau
den cho Ong.

Ong nghe c6 ti€ng thd manh gan minh, nhung khong quay dau lai. Ong
g0 phian gidy boc tinh t€ ra va dwa lén... mdt bd téc ph'dng gid mau vang.

“Ba Restarick khong cé ¢ day,” 6ng ndi, “nhwng bd téc gia cia ba ta thi
c6. That 1a thd vi.”

“Ong 18y c4i thit quy qudi kia & ddu ra th& Poirot?” Neele hoi.

“Twr chi&c tdi du lich cia cd Frances Cary ma ¢6 &y van chwa c6 co hoi
don né di. Ching ta ¢6 nén xem la lam thé& nao c6 &y tré& thanh ba ta
khong?”

V&i mot dong tac khéo 1éo duy nha't, 6ng vudt mai téc den dang che
gidu hi€u qua khudn mat cua Frances sang mdt bén. Mai téc vang ruc 1€n
trieée khi ¢6 kip tré tay, c6 nhin ho chim chim.

Ba Oliver la 1én: “Troi dat... d6 1a Mary Restarick.”

Frances mit nhiin nhu modt con rin tirc gidn. Restarick nhdy khoi chd
ng6i ctia minh d€ d&n bén ¢6... nhung Neele da gitr 6ng ta lai

“Khong dworc. Chung to1 khong mudn bao lwc. Tro chot da dén hoi ket
roi, Ong biet dd'y, 6ng Restarick... hay tdi ¢c6 nén goi 6ng la Robert Orwell
khong...”

Nguwoi dan 6ng tuén ra mot trang bang bo. Frances cao giong manh mé:
“Im mOm di, d6 chét tiét!,” cod noi.

Poirot bd mic chiéh tich cia minh, bo téc gid. Ong d&n bén Norma, nhe
nhang cam 13y tay c0.

“Moi viéc da qua r'di, c6 gai. Cac nan nhan da khong bd mang oan uong.

Co khong dién, va cling khong giét ai ca. Hai sinh vat doc d4c va nhan tAm



kia dd@ &m muwu chong lai c6 bang cach Iwa gat va xdo quyét chudc thudc
cho ¢0, da 1am hét sirc d€ khi€n cd phdi ty t& hay tin 12 minh tdi 16i va dién

SA 99

Iro.

Norma dang nhin chdm cham kinh hii vao k& chd muu. “B& t6i. La bd
toi w? Sao Ong Ay c6 the nghi d&n viéc lam diéu d6 vai téi. Con gadi cia
ong. B6 toi yéu tbi...”

“Khong phai 1a bd’ ctia cd, cd géi nhd a... ngwoi dan 6ng 4y dén day sau
cdi chét ciia bo" c6, d€ mao danh Ong ta va dit tay 1én gia san ra't lon. Chi ¢6
mot ngwdi c6 kha ning nhan ra hén ta... hay ding hon 13 nhan ra ring
ngwoi dan 6ng nay khong phai 1a Andrew Restarick... d6 1a ngwoi tinh cia

Andrew Restarick cach ddy mwoi ldm nam.”



CHUONG 25

Bon nguwoi ngdi trong phong Poirot. Poirot dang ng'di uéng xiro viét quat
trén chi€c gh€” vudong. Norma va ba Oliver ng6i trén ghe€” sofa. Ba Oliver
trong sic s& trong by @6 thd cAm mau vang chanh tréng khong hop 18m,
dau téc chai cau ky. Béc si Stillingfleet ndim won ra trén gh&’, d6i chan dai
dudi ra d&n gitra cin phong.

“Bay gio, ¢6 rat nhiéu diéu t6i mudn bi€t,” ba Oliver ndi, giong day
trach moc.

Poirot hdp tAp xoa dju ba: “Nhung, thura ba, t6i khé c6 the dién ta dwoc
nhirng gi t6i ng’ ba. Toan bd, hay ta't ca y twdng ma t6i c6 déu xud't phat tw
ba.”

Ba Oliver nhin 6ng nghi ngo.

“Khong phai ba 1a nguoi goi cho t6i cum twe ‘C6 géi thir ba’ sao? Toi da
bit dau & day, va cling k&t thic & da’y ludn... Co géi thir ba sdng trong cin
h6. Norma vé cédn ban ludn 1a Co géi thtr ba... nhwng khi téi nhin lai moi
viéc theo hwdng ding, thi ching déu c6 nghia. Cau tra 1o con thi€u, cac
manh bi mat ctia ciu d6’, Man nao ciing nhw nhau... 1a C6 géi thir ba. Néu ba
hi€u y t6i, n6 ludn la vé nguwoi da khong cé & d6. C6 Ay chi 1a mot cdi tén

voi toi, khong hon.”



“T6i thic méic 1a t6i khong bao gior lién hé ¢d &y v&i Mary Restarick,”
ba Oliver n6i. “To6i da gap Mary Restarick & Crosshedges, va néi chuyén
voi ba &y. Ta't nhién Ian dau tién tdi nhin thd'y Frances Cary, mai téc den
10a x0a trén mit co AYy. Piéu &y chic s& khién ngwdi khéc it nhin ky.”

“MOot Tan nira lai 1a ba, thwa ba, ngwoi da khién t6i chi y dén viéc vé
ngoai ctia ngwrdi phu nir thay doi dé dang nhw thé nao chi v&i céch co Ay d€
toc. Frances Cary, nén nh¢&, dwoe dao tao vé nghé thuit. Co biét tat ca vé
nghé thuat trang diém nhanh chéong. C6 &y c6 thé€ thay doi giong ndi lic
can. Khi l1a Frances, c6 c6 mdi toc den dai bao quanh khudén mat va che
gidu né, trang di€m dam va tring todt nhw xdc chét, 16ng may ké bit chi
ddm va mascara, giong néi khan khan l¢ nhe. Mary Restarick, voi bd toc
gia chdi cau ky don séng, quéan 4o trong binh thwong, giong Anh thudc dia
nhe cua minh, cich néi chuyén nhanh nhau, hoan toan twong phan. Tuy
nhién, ngay tir dau, da c6 cam gidc ring cd &'y khong that. C6 ta 12 loai phu
nw gi? T6i khong bi€t. Toi khdong nhanh tri khi gdp ¢6 aYy... khong c6...Toi,
Hercule Poirot, hoan toan khong nhanh nhay chit nao.”

“Nghe kia,” bac s1 Stillingfleet n6i. “Pay la [an dau ti€n t61 nghe dng noi
th&” da’y, Poirot. Nhirng diéu ky thd that khéng bao gio dut!”

“To6i thye sy khong hi€u tai sao ¢d ay lai mudn c6 hai tinh cach,” ba
Oliver n6i. “N6 gay kho hi€u khong can thi€t.”

“Khong dau. Viéc &y rat ¢ gia tri voi cd ta. La chirng ¢ ngoai pham
vinh vién bat ct khi nao c6 ta mudn. Nghi lai moi viéc luén ngay trwde
mét, ma minh da khong nhan ra dwoc! Bo téc gid... ludn khién tdi lo lang
va nghi ngai trong tiém thirc, nhung khong hi€u tai sao lai nhw viy. Hai
ngwoi phu nir... khéng bao gior, ba't ¢ lic nao, dwgrc thd'y chung véi nhau.

Cuoc sdng cia ho duwoc sip x&p d&€ khong ai nhan ra dwoc nhitng khoing



trong 1on trong lich trinh thoi gian ctia ho khi ho khéng c6 mat. Mary
thuong t&i London, d€ mua sdm, gip céc dai ly nha dat, ra vé v&i mot bo
cac loai danh siach dia 6¢ d€ xem, va dwgc cho l1a danh thoi gian ctia minh
cho viéc d6. Frances thi di d¢n Birmingham, Manchester, thim chi ra nwéc
ngoai, thwong hay lui t&i Chelsea vé&i nhom cac thanh nién nghé si déc biét,
ma s€ khong bi chd y dé€n. Nhirng khung anh déc biét dwoc thi€t k& riéng
cho Phong trién 1am Wedderburn. Cac nghé si tré dang 1€n c6 ‘s6’ & do...
va tac pham ctia ho dwoe ban kha chay, va dwoc van chuyén ra nwdc ngoai
hodc gwi di tri€n 1am v&i khung dnh dwoe nh'di day nhirng géi ma tdy bi
maét... viéc lam an v&i cdc manh 1di... viéc gid mao khéo 1éo tranh cua
nhitng danh hoa... C6 Ay da sdp x&p va t& chirc tat cd moi viéc. David
Baker 1a mdt trong nhieng nghé si c6 ta thué lam viéc. Cau ta c6 kha nang
sao chép tuyét vori.”

Norma thi thdm: “T01 nghiép David. L'an dau tién gap anh 2y, t01 nghi
anh ta that tuyét voi.”

“Birc tranh d6,” Poirot n6i mo mang. “Lu6n ludn, luén ludén quay lai
trong tam tri toi. Tai sao Restarick lai mang n6 dén van phong 6ng ta? N6
cé y nghia dac biét gi voi 6ng ay? Cudi cung, t6i khong ngwong mo ban
thAn minh 14m vi d3 qud clng nhéc.”

“T6i khong hi€u 1dm vé cdc birc tranh 47y.”

“P6 1a mot y twdng ra't thong minh. N6 nhw 1a cach d€ chirng nhan danh
tinh cua 6ng ta. M6t cap chan dung vor ch'ong, dwoc vé bdi mot hoa si chan
dung noi ti€ng va thoi thwong vao lic &y. Khi ching dwoc dwa ra khoi cira
hang, thi David Baker da thay thé& birc chan dung Restarick v&i birc cla
Orwell, khi€n dién mao 6ng ta nhw tré thém hai mwoi tudi. Khong ai nghi

rang btrc chin dung kia 1a gia mao; tr phong cach, nét co, vai, d6 1a mot tac



pham day sirc thuy€t phuc. Restarick treo né ngay trén ban lam viéc. Bat
clr ai bi€t Restarick trwede day, c¢6 th€ néi: ‘“To6i hdu nhw khong nhin ra 6ng’,
hodc 1a ‘6ng da thay doi kha nhi€u’, r'oi s€ nhin 1én birc chian dung, va chi
nghi ring chic ban than ho di thuc sy quén mA't ngwdi dan 6ng kia da trong
nhu thé" nao!”

“P6 1a mot sy mao hi€m rd't 1on cho Restarick... hay ding hon la
Orwell,” Ba Oliver tram tw noi.

“It hon ba nghi d&y. Ong ta chi 12 thanh vién cia mot cong ty ndi tiéng
trong thanh phd, tré vé sau cdi ché€t ctia anh trai minh d¢€ giai quyét moi
cdng chuyén cia ngwoi anh sau mot thoi gian dai & nwde ngoai, 6ng mang
theo mdt ngwoi vor tré moi cwdi, va & chung voi mot nguoi chd gia, gan
nhr mi nhung cé dia vi va cling khong bao gio’ biét rd vé ong Yy, va da
chip nhan 6ng ma khong cha't van bat ky diéu gi. Ong ta khong c6 ho hang
gan nao khac, tree ¢d con gdi ma éng da nhin thay Tan cudi khi ¢6 con la
mot dira tré 1én nam. Ban dau khi 6ng roi di Nam Phi, van phong c6 hai thw
ky nguoi cao tudi, nhung da qua doi. By gio’ cdc nhan vién cdp duwoi thi
chaalng bao gio’ tru lai noi ndo 1au ca. Luat su gia dinh ciing d@ mat. Chic
chin rang moi viéc di dwoce nghién ctru ra't cah than béi Frances khi bon ho
quyé&t dinh 1am viéc tdo bao nay. Co ta gip hin, c6 vé nhr & Kenya céch
day hai nam. Ca hai déu la ké Itra ddo, médc du c6 s¢& thich hoan toan khac
nhau. Han ta chuyén thyc hién cdc giao dich kém cha't lwvgng v&i tu cach 1a
mdt nha thdm do khodng séan... Restarick va Orwell da cung nhau di tham
do cac md khodng san & cac nwde con hoang sor. Co tin d6n vE cdi chét caa
Restarick (c6 th€ 1a sy that) ma sau nay dwoc xem 1a mau thuan.”

“Rat nhi€u tién trong canh bac, dung khong?”” Stillingfleet noi.

“Lién quan dén rat nhiéu tién. Mot canh bac cyc ky 1on. N6 da thanh



cdng. Andrew Restarick 1a mét ngwoi ra't giau c6 va la nguwoi thwa k& caa
anh trai. Khong ai dét cau hoi vé danh tinh ctia 6ng &y. Va sau dé... moi
viéc di sai hwong. D6t nhién, 6ng nhin dwoc 14 the t mot ngwoi phu ntr,
ma n&u ba ta d&n ddi mit v&i ong Ay, thi s& biét ngay rang day khong phai

12 Andrew Restarick. Va viéc thit hai 1a David Baker bit dau tdng tién dng
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ay.

“T6i cho ring diéu d6 c6 the da dwoc du kién,” Stillingfleet traim ngam
noi.

“Bon ho khong nghi dé€n di€u nay,” Poirot néi. “David trede gior khong
bao gior tdng tién ai. T6i cho ring khdi tai san khong I'6 ctia ngudi dan 6ng
nay am anh ciu ta. Nhirng gi ciu &y duwoc tra d€ gid mao birc chan dung
dwong nhw khong da. Cau &y mudn nhiéu hon nra. Vi vdy, Restarick viét
ra't nhiéu ngan phi€u cé gid tri 16n cho cau ta, va gid vo rang d6 14 vi co
con gdi... d€ ngan ¢6 ti€n hanh mo6t cuéc hon nhan khong mong mudn. Toi
khong bi€t liéu cau &y c6 thye sy mudn két hon voi ¢6 hay khong... ¢ th€
la c6. Nhung d€ t6ng tién hai ngwoi nhw Orwell va Frances Cary 1la mot
viéc lam rd't nguy hiém.”

“Y ong 1a hai ké &y da lanh lung 1én k& hoach d€ giét hai ngwoi... kha
binh tinh... chi th& thdi 4?7 ba Oliver hdi. Ba trong kha mét mi.

“Ho ¢6 thé da cho thém ba vao danh sach, thwa ba,” Poirot noi.

“T6i 47 Y dng 13 mot ngwdi trong s& ho di ddnh t6i? Toi cho 12 Frances
c6 phai khong? Khong phai 1a Chang Cong tdi nghiép chir?”

“To61 khong nght 1a do Chang Cong dau. Nhung ba da dén Borodene
Mansions. C6 vé theo ddi Frances dén Chelsea, hodc ¢6 ta nghi th&, voi
mot 1y do kha dang ngo’ ntra. Vi viy, co ta da 1én ra ngoai r'oi nén vao dau

ba d€ ngan sy tO mo cua ba lai trong mot thoi gian. Ba da khong nghe t6i



khi t6i canh bdo rang nguy hi€ém dang rdp rinh xung quanh.”

“T6i hau nhw khong tin dwgc cd y! N6i ddi voi thai do cia niv anh
hung Burne-Jones & trong xwdng v€ ban thiu ngay hom &y. Nhung tai
sao...” Ba nhin Norma... roi quay nhin Poirot. “Ho da dung c6 &y... mot
cach ¢ y... dd lam anh hwdng con bé, roi danh thudc, khi€n con bé tin
ring minh d giét hai ngudi. Tai sao?”

“Ho mudn c¢6 mot nan nhan...” Poirot néi. Ong ditng diy va di dén bén
Norma. “C6 gai, cd da trai qua mot thir thach gay go khing khi€p. P6 la
diéu ma khong bao gio cAn phai xay ra v&i ¢d mot Tan niva. Hay nhé rang
bay gico’, ¢d ¢ th€ ludn ty tin vao chinh minh. Sau nhirng viéc nay, khi nhin
ra dworec thé nao la cdi xau, c¢6 sé dugre trang bi chdng lai né trong nhirng gi
ma cudc sdng c6 the€ mang dén cho cd sau nay.”

“Tbdi cho 12 dng néi diing,” Norma néi. “DE& nghi ring minh bj dién... va
thyc sy tin vao diéu do, 1a mot diéu dang s¢...” C6 rung minh. “T61 khong
hi€u dwoe, ngay ca dén bay gio, tai sao toi lai trdn thoat dworc... tai sao ¢
ai da dam tin ring t6i di khong giét David... khi ngay ca t6i con tin 13 toi
da gi€t anh ta.”

“Vé&t mau la khong ding,” bac si Stillingfleet néi voi giong thuc &,
“Mé4u bit dau doéng. Ao so' mi ‘ciing dor vi mdu’, theo nhw ba Jacobs cho
biét, vay la khong wot. Gia thuyét 1a c6 da giét cau ta khong hon nam phdt
trede khi Frances bat dau la hét.”

“Lam th& nao ma cd ta...” ba Oliver bt d4u tw gidi ra moi chuyén. “C6
ta da d€n Manchester...”

“Co ta tré vé nha bang chuyén tau sém trude d6, thay ddi thanh Mary
voi mai téc gia va trang di€m trén tau. Di vao Borodene Mansions va di 1én

thang may nhr mot cd gai toc vang xa la. Pi vao cdn hd noi David dang



cho, vi cd da néi thé” véi cdu ta. Ciu 4y hoan toan khéng nghi ngo gi, va ¢
ta dd dam cdu. Sau do, co ta lai di ra ngoai, va canh gitr & da’y cho dén khi
cd ta tha'y Norma di t&i. Co ta 1én vao mo6t phong géi d6 cong cdng, thay
do6i dién mao ctia minh, gdp mdt nguoi ban & cudi dwong va di chung véi
cd &Yy, ndi loi tam biét tai Borodene Mansions va di 1én va da lam viéc cua
minh... téi cho 1a ¢ &y kha thich viéc d6. Vao thoi di€m canh sat dwoc goi
dén, co ta khong nghi ring c6 ai nghi ngd d&n chuyén thoi gian. To6i phai
no6i 1a Norma, hom dé cd da khién ching t61 phat khi€p. Khang khang la
minh da gi€t chét ta't cd moi ngwoi theo cach ma ¢6 da lam!”

“T6i mudn thd nhan va d& moi viéc dwoe cham dit... Ong c6... lic d6
ong c6 cho la tdi thye sy ¢ thé’ da lam chuyén nay khong?”

“T6i? C6 nghi t6i 1a ai ch&? Toi bi€t bénh nhén ciia minh s€ lam hay
khong lam gi. Nhwng tdi nghi 1a cd s€ khi€n moi viéc tré nén cuc ky kho
khan. T6i khong biét Neele s€ chdp nhan mao hi€m dén mirc nao. C6 vé
nhwr khong phai 1 thd tuc canh st horp 1& cho 14m. Hay nhin vao cdch dng
Ay cho Poirot dworc ty tung ty tac.”

Poirot mim cwei. “Chédnh Thanh tra Neele va t6i da quen bi€t nhau trong
nhi€u nam. Bén canh d6, ong &y da c6 diéu tra mot vai van d€ nha't dinh
roi. Co chwa bao gio’ thwe sy dirng bén ngoai cira cta Louise ca. Frances da
thay doi cac con s¢. Co &y dao ngwoc s0 6 va 7 trén ctra nha ¢6. Nhirng
con s& nay rat 1dng 180, dwgre dinh 1én the thoi. Claudia dém dé di ving.
Frances da chudc thudc cho c6 d€ cd twdng rang toan bd 14 mdt con 4c
mong. Téi da bat ngo nhin ra sy that. Ngwoi duy nha't ¢ the da giét chét
Louise chinh thyc 1a ‘cd gdi thir ba’, Frances Cary.”

“C06 mang mang nhan ra co ta, c6 bi€t da’y,” Stillingfleet no61, “khi c6 mod

td cho t6i lam th& nao ma mot ngwoi dwong nhw bién thanh mét nguoi



khéic.”

Norma nhin dng ngdm nghi.

“Ong da rat tho 16 véi moi ngudi,” ¢d néi véi Stillingfleet.

Ong trong c6 vé& hoi sing sot. “Thé 16 427

“Nhirng diéu 6ng néi v&i ho. Cach éng hét vao mat ho.”

“O thi, vang, c6 1& t6i da... Toi da hoi qud ddng. Moi nguoi that 1a khé
chju mudn chét.” Ong dot ngodt cudi toe toét véi Poirot. “Co &y khd that
tinh, dung khong?”

Ba Oliver ding ddy va thé dai. “T6i phai vé nha.” Ba nhin hai ngwoi
dan 6ng va sau d6 nhin Norma. “Chiing ta s€ lam gi v&i ¢6 &y day?” ba hoi.

C4 hai bong giat minh.

“Ra't nhi€u va rd't nhi€u tién bdi vi bd ¢6 dy... ¥ t0i la ngwoi cha thyc
sir... d€ lai tat cd cho c6. Va diéu do s& gay ra rat nhiéu ric rdi, va nhirng
1a thw xin x6 va van van. Co &y cé th€ dén sdng voi Ngai Roderick gia,
nhung s& khong dwoc vui 1dm... dng Ay kha diéc va cling khd mu... va
hoan toan ich ky. A, con dong gidy to bj mat tich cta clia 6ng thi sao, va
con cO gai kia, va Kew Gardens?”

“Ching & chd ma ong nghi ring 6ng di tim roi... Sonia da tim thay
chung,” Norma cho bi€t, va n6i thém: “Bac Roddy va Sonia sé két hon...
vao tuan toi...”

“Gia con choi ndi,” Stillingfleet nai.

“A ha!” Poirot néi. “Co géi tré thich cudc sdng & Anh hon 1a d€ bj 16
kéo vao chinh tri. C6 vé 1a ra't khon ngoan.”

“A, thé&” l1a xong xudi,” ba Oliver néi dirt khoat. “Tuy nhién, d€ ban vé

Norma, nguroi ta phai thyce t€. Phai 1ap ké hoach. C6 gdi nay khong thé biét



nhirng gi ¢6 4y mudn lam mo6t minh. C6 dang cho ai d6 ndi cho ¢6 biét.”
Ba nhin ho nghiém tuc.

Poirot khong néi gi. Ong mim cuwdi.

“0, cd &y 47" Bdc si Stillingfleet néi. “Vang, t6i s& cho c6 biét, Norma.
Tbi s& bay sang Uc thit Ba twan sau. PAu tién tdi mudn xem moi viéc thé
nao... xem toi dwoc bo tri cong viéc gi, van van. Sau do, toi s€ danh di€n
cho ¢0 va c6 c6 theé’ d&n da’y cung t6i. Sau do, chiing ta sé k&€t hon. Co hay
nhé ring t6i khdng mudn tién cta co. Tdi khong phai 12 loai bac si mudn
tai tro’ cho cdc cor s& nghién ctru 1on va nhirtng th nhw thé”. Téi chi quan
tAm dén con ngudi. Toi cling nghi rang, cd chic s& ché ngw va chi din
dwore cho toi. Viéc toi thod 16 voi moi ngwdi... toi chwa bao gior nhan thay
thé” ca. That 1a ky la, khi nghi d€n m¢& hdn don ma c¢d dinh vao... bat lyc
nhr mot con ru'6i sa hii mat... nhwng khong phai 1a t6i s€ chdm séc ¢, ma
la ngwoc lai.”

Norma ding ba't dong. Co nhin John Stillingfleet mo6t cach can than, nhw
the cd dang can nhic diéu gi ma cd biét tr mot quan diém hoan toan khéc.

Va roi cd6 mim cwoi. D6 1a mot nu cwoi rat dep... nhe mot cd bao miu
tré hanh phic.

“DPuroc roi,” ¢d noi.

Co bang ngang phong vé phia Hercule Poirot.

“Toi cling da ra’t thod 16,” ¢d néi. “Ngay t6i d&€n day khi ong dang ding
di€m tam. T6i c6 néi v&i dng ring ong da qud gia d€ gitp toi. That 13 khiém
nha. Va diéu ay la khong ding...” C6 dédt tay Ién vai va hon 6ng.

“Ong nén bit gitim t6i mot chiéc taxi,” ¢d néi vai Stillingfleet.

Béc si Stillingfleet gat dau va roi khdi phong.



Ba Oliver cam 12y tui xach va khan choang 16ng trong lic Norma mdc
4o khoac va theo ba ra ctra.

“Thwa ba, cho mot chut...”

Ba Oliver quay lai. Poirot da nhat dwoe toe ho'c ghé” sofa mot lon téc day
mau xam.

Ba Oliver kéu 1én byec tirc: “N6 giong nhw td't ca nhirng thi khac dwoc
san xud't ngay nay, khong t3t chit ndo! Y tdi 1a kep téc, ching cit trreot ra,
va ta't ca moi th roi xuéng!”

Ba cau may di ra ngoai.

Mot 14t sau ba lai tho dau vao trong canh ctra. Ba thi tham bi an: “Hay
cho toi biét... khdng sao dau, tdi da bao c¢6 &y xuéng trede roi... la dng da
cd tinh gwi ¢6 ta cho vi bac si ddc biét nay a?”

“Ta’t nhién ro6i. Trinh d§ chuyén mon ctia 6ng ta la...”

“Bd qua trinh d6 chuyén mon cia 6ng &y di. Ong biét ¥ tdi ma. Ong Ay
va ¢0 ta... ¢ phai 6ng dinh th& khong?”

“N€u ba mudn bi€t thi dung vay.”

“Tbi nghi th&’,” ba Oliver néi. “Ong diing 12 ¢6 nghi d&n moi chuyén, c6

phai khong?”
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